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THE LIFE STORY OF THE U. S. A.,T 
EDM\JND B. ALEXANDER IS LIKE THE 5hG,/-l. 
uF Till: FiJfiED 5T. LOUIS C~.DnTAI.S PIT­
CHER, GROVER CLl!'NiL/:ND ALE-Xn,1):EiR, ONLY 
THE .lIDJIDND B. H.AS KEPT RIGHT' ON PITCH­
ING STRIKES IN THE' BIGGEST. Gh1~OF i~ 
"'HILE "OLD PETE",TOSSED HIS' L/$l' F}'~T 
BALL MANY YEARS AGO. HO"lEVER., BOTH 
AL3XANDERS HAVE BEEN DO·;JN·~gN. ~"PP.E THAN, 
OK~ OCC1~SION j\ND BOTH EAVE ;lISEN TO 
THE HEIGHTS DEWJ~DED OF· THE~f. .1...111 Tli[i;IU.:" .:' 
RESPECTIVE FIELDS.':'", 

Our hOID0,ward bound'-ship was com.:., 
mi:::sidned in 1905 at Be'lf<,.st, Irelnnd.· 
Th:J' No'rth German Lin'es bought the ves-. 
s81" ne.m~d it thb "iunerikc~1I ~,nd put the 
shi? into passenger serviee between , 

~ sea worthy v~ssel af~er her 1932 re­
tiroment but like.' th\";.leat,hery right 
arm' 0f'G~,~ver Clevi:31and Alexan~E!r, who 
t<"'ssed to·omar..Y 'str-ik~s for the, famed 
Yankees' '~'}~Urderers [tow",in the 1926 
"Jorldl s Series,: the "Arlerica" had. many 
'a ;g''.J6cLlick left in her. At 16~ knnts, 
apnrox:L'uB,tely .20, MPH, 'U:G E. B. Alexan­
cier, as she w~s re-christenad in 1940, 
is nut thG fast6.8t· t.rans port, on th8 
high 1>6&S, but she bows ~o no sea-going 
vessel in de"'Jendibility and sea-worthi­
ness~ , . . 
,~"Old Alox" ma:le her first overseas 

. voyage.as· '3. troqr transport in January 
19/+1 when 'she, deliv·:;re.d. the first· con-
t in i3ent of Ame'rican' solc1iers to land',:)n 

Ee..'l:>lrg a.nd New Yo,rk. Since that t~·, ' ' .foreign soil ;jurin~ World Viar II. The 
sh<3 r,,'!j come 8 loilg way. " ", I)crt· ~f c::{ll wa,s St. JC'hns, Newfound:" 

At the outbreak of Vlorld War I, tl:'e.' land and "Old Alex.'.' sta.yed in .f1ort for 
IIAmerika" was in the Hobolren, N. J. h-~"r-
bel' end fell irito' Amer5.cr.n hands a.s 13:­
gal war booty. Tho' crGW was interned' 
and th8 Navy Department assumed' c:pera­
tion of the vess<;)l ns a 'troop trE,nsport. 
After.' the 1918 Ar~istice, tho United 
Statt;sLine·s t00~ contrc!l of the, liner 
c.nd '+ost no' ti4le in getting her into 
regular ,p.:lssenger service between New 
York, SouthhCil'1pton and the North Gc:r­
man ports •. The "Old Girl" still,., ::m­
swer'cd to the name IIAmerica" - English" 
version - tilld; flow her flag proudly. ", 
Togei;;her ~;'/ith; the Geo. Vlashington" the. 
t1Am9rica" plieg.tpe waters of th.::, A.t­
lan'tid: and th~~e two ships ·had a rnon;~-
pelY:'.on a.ll first c·lass pfl,sscmger S0r~ 
vice' :f6r ten' yecirs after the conclu­
si:)tr of hosti·lities. ' 

"'De~pite the presencecf larger L~.nd 
faster boats, the "America ll kept her 
place in the ~~arit:ilne sun until 1932 
when the company placed her 0n the side­
lines f,)r Q much needed and well. earned 
rest •. In ,194~, when the war was r'lging 
allover EuropE:, the :1ar DepClrtrnent 
took over c,;,ntr'Jl .)f. the "Arnericc.." ·and 
ccnverted the once r>roud pClSSCn!?er 
liner into a troop transp:)rt. The pass­
enger capacity jumpad fro~ a peacetima 
1.500 p'1y:i.ng tpurists to a tot.ql ('f 5547 
non-~)ay:i.ng "guests" c:f Uncle Se.m. 

Many a mariner around the NGW York 
dQckQ h::::d written a.ff the "Am0rica" as 

six Ir..--;nthsas a ,barracks ship f'Jr. the 
s~ldiGrs until'suit::ble qua.rters cnulrl 
be .erected in this' 'O'arren, frigid :'~~a.ste-
land., I'. 

. SiricG thr.t "first run, "Old Alex" 
has been .:)~ ·the g.o continually. She has 
taken her .['lace in .t.he now f:omous ,Atlan­
tic CL)nvoYs.; dodged '~ncl s'quirme-::l her 

. 'V~ay. ~hrGup;h tl:l~ North Atlantic submarine 
wolf packs; fou;ght off enemy'8,il"qraft 
:lttacks: aM, always deliverBd her :oay 
loa,j· or' 'troops and ca.r~c intact. ' During 
the Sicili?D cam~aign,. lI{)lci Alex" knock-. 
eel off twc? German' fighter' plan~~.who '. 
were bent. [111 getti~k the ')1'le sb,ckur 
out of the way. A nellr~by All,i0:Q:~h~p 
:.clairne.l· that the "Old- Girl" had d'?wn~d 
two mare'·Jerry. fighters, but the record 
beaks show two "kill~" anrl tW(' "pro­
bablas". Nat,.bad. for, q ship.,t,hat bas 
heen arc.'und since 1905. 

,As the "America", th0 ship Gained 
everlastinr,; fame among all sea-faring 
!hen for' a rescue act during the winter 
of 1929. Balf way ,qcr,)ss the North 
Atlantic, w~th Cr.pttdn Ge0rge Freid as 
shi~' s master, the "America" was batt ­
lin£! :::ne -jf the Wl)rst storms of t.hat 
'Jer:Lod.· 'Vaves beceme mountains of water 
and the cold, biting wind swept the . 
beat :from'stem to stern. Suddenly the 
shieJ's radio operat.::>r ;Jicked up a faint. 
S,O.S., but, repented e:ffort~ to c'ontact 
the. dist.ressed vessel brought fortt'! only 

«(CiN'T.) 
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the saQe in~udible signal.f9r aid. 

Captain F.t:~id.. Qrdel"ed the "funaricall 
to start a sGBrch fc·r the stricken ves­
sel a.nd. for three days and ni.Jhts tho 
ship circled th8 <"lrea without. s,:.:'oing ,f:!.. 

trace (~f anything r:n· the a.nGry S~.::l. 

LatlJ durlllg the third ni..;sht, a sfrltll 
. light was n0ticod not f::d' aw£'.. y; but the 

~. . 
hecvy se~s:~rev0nted anf close a?rr~ach. 

"\ small boat ccnt&lnins ei~ht sail ­
('rs a.nd· Chic:;! Officer H. 1~annin~; wns 
rut out and this vn.lilJnt' crew worked. 
their way pe:r:U,-,usly toward'th:3 11.r-d·"t. 
'Ih8jr found 32 ,officers 3.11d lfl(m 01' an 
I-;:..J.I:i'ln freighter; m~re dead than' ,1live. 
fr°-!] 'e-l (~"'l'.s, le~s, her:td ard. t.y).:,-· bruis­
es, ."'i:' ~h'.J.r,:k~le· f'ractur'')s of >;:very rks­

• '. ~., .. : '. . ;, ,.," d C't . f h T
c.Y.L,t'I.' .\...~J ,".'.'.'" ,"..•e \'~",lr ... ~ Qry "" lC!V 

th~ :'::-o::j..::l";','..n·'f_;' ('':'''.)w fow~ht the ravag8B 
of t.h3 ·.W.'-';I~~'lT/' :.-8"l. anti. to r"ive. refuse~: .,..... 

up h9i,e c:i' 'l~ '.':,"'':, ',:J :-escue. 
By ,3J:.L.: ~ .:l.. ~ :l,pn.':nvor1.n~~, C~pt,ain
 

F'r"'l'" ,,"D,,;'.. ?\... <>h;f'o"~") ,{f'e?"
\. • .,8.. 

r::(',m0.
_ ~ ..4"" '""
........ • .... 

nrlt'...... t~,r __ ..n

~.-J •. o.J •••• J,:.~.....-.L. 

for. (.he- ~;W!.~c-f·2 ,;'''n bo,c-c, and r:..(,r-~ 
'" J,. .' ~.- .. , ~ ~f' +h~ I,: '" ,{ "II " ..s"k ....'.... l'_L C\1)·'.''''c· ,~1 l .•. ,·.U .~~l~.C,', c:.na 

he::, 8'1ui)ffiSJ.·;'. ?!~ab]e'l ell 32 injured 
persons to 6e b~~i)\li?l1';' a~I)Ctr,·i. A few 
mi~1utes l!'\t",r~he fr~i,;.:htE::r Lr")ke 'in 
two am: sunK,' 

Ghief Officer Mar"nirw, ~ih, <'lirect­
ed the resew" frC'n his liCht b·:,!'!t, was 
later to gab' illt·.:;rn:..tL.n-3.l fa.tTIe e.. 8 

naviZw.tor fur .;'unelj,a EC;.rhhrt en mr-t.ny uf 
her l.ong-cis,tance over w,<tter fliehts. 
HowevtJ:r:' ,. he wa.s·n()t with th", n :'terl avh:­
trix when s':J.e mcde 'her ill-fp-ted 1'11 Ci­
f;ic flicht in 1937. 

N. J. He is a veterar. of over ·30 year~ 
cn the high seas .and takes ,~~r>3at per­
sonal r)r:ll.l~ in the •never S,ly de' 
spirit. of "Old AIGx". 

'The skipper has b8'::ln guiding the 
destinies of the vessel sinCE; AUGust 
1941.llnd believes the.t the forseoable 
future holds no terror f:.>r the 40 ~fsa.r 

. old veteran of two rnajeT world wars. 
.. '''If I Old Pate' Alexander could 

qt:r.:tke cut the Yankee batting stars 
whtJn he Vie,S ch~se 't.G h.O y~ars of nge, 
I'm sure" "Old AlexJ1 cc::.n :10 the same in 
thfs l!3a:gue for many years to come", 
refleoted 1:~r. Cline. "She I ssturJ.y as 
an ox rtw:just f",S uurable ". ('l'.H.'I.) 

THE END 

"ON THE BALL" 
---*--­

Here are a few facts about the two 
lovely girls who heve be0n entertcdnirw 

.., OJl.the .st,c.ir;:my betwel.,m sections B6 ~'J1d 
c6. 

As many of you know, ,Hi!Os ElyriGr
 
.Cl~rk is.the one with. that vory sweet
 
voice (;.nd Barbera. O' C('lnnoll t:ibly e,C­

. cOffii-lanie:s her. 'with the ac*orClbn. T~;­

.gether,. they have traveL~d the circuit 
through B.aTaria, G0·rr.l1:lny, B()l~iU1'1, H('l ­
land :mf~ Franc'3 for thE: lc'.st six ulC'nths 

(cant. page 4) 

~Hf**"~HHHHHHH~"""***iH~,p,HH'~{~~HHH~" 

~~ * CHAPLAIN'S COHNER* *
 
"H:--h-lH~~H*"*iKB~~,~~r.,:-iH~~*"";HHHH~HHH~,H(­

i ,Wh.'1.t t)8cple think of yeu is your 
·p~hutati0n.· Your reoutation is a \)ro­
doct'of.two things: your contacts ~nd 
de,:tlin~s with. Dthc;rs and their inter­
prGtatioEl- ··ef them. Character is' what 
you really.are. It is nc,t enough to 
hc;ve a. ;ood ch;:;r~cter. ,;One shc:ulrl be 
dilig,ant··':to niCik6 it impossible fer 
others to interrrot his chn.racter ad-
v.ersely. ·A 'good"character is, ,built 
ofa life-time of R'o'<Jd'··deeJs. Often a 
gnod character is destrQy~i by a sinf,le 
bnd ·.~ee,·l.·: A gocd:charncte.r is proserv­
e~l by c(;flt,·inui:3u right de8ds. 

A !Sf'od rarut~tirjh. is hetter than 
. riches. It is tho .cine neble Deans of 
cultivating frienclshi::-,s., . Your reputa­
tion is m·::t'c· oftanr th,<lD not .judged by 
the frionds' ·you keep. Yr:'ur friencs 
literr<.lly lUc"\ke e-r break you. 

CharactGr.. bUGun as a,: ehild dev;l ­
:1\)S ye,?r b;rY8.1:~r..t.':> the end .of· life. 
It ifl the enE? thing: th-:;,t 0eoole cannot 
tnke f'r~}ro :r.ou'•. It· continues as tregun 
and lj,v~~d throughout this life and 
thr~)U:?:h,jut: eternity. 

The best· character th~t one can 
deV81c() is none tu.o GGad. There j s an 
imr:iUt&d rif·~hte(:usnoss· availAble to these 
whc ,w8rcise. fe.ith· in Christ. Tha.t 
life is far ~ure valuG.01e than the 
wealth of this world.. lU'ter lif\,; anri 
the affairs COr:llll~Jn. tl' all of us io9 Cover,, . 

·Th.3 current Mast(;;r of the E. B. life in Gor1. continues. Eternity is 
A13xan:.-1Gr is Mr. ~t. T. Cline, NYw<1.rk, . , . In0re, imr)Gl'tant. tru:-tn. nO"l. 

Since tho3 wllr is wer and we",:3.re 
rE;:turning h()mG,'" it.. is a.' g00d t.ime to 
think seriously' of the, life that we 
are t~') build. It. will cften be diffi ­
cult to a:lstin!!uish t,etween valuable 
and trivial thinvs th8t build char~ct\;r. 

A life Cluttered with thin:!,s th~l.t do not 
.matter is P. wt.~.st-Gd li.f,~. The sur:ce'ss of 
;JUr lives will' ~0 determ:i.ned l::;y ·the 
chc;ices an0.-dAcisicms that WEiJ m!'l.ke. 
Whether yTtlllg or old,'rich or poor, we 
cnn.chocse wisely if we will but tike 
time t() think. . 

F~~r you I can wish :in the yca,rs tc 
C'Jrne a p'ood "l"eput~tion,' ,3 "rif-1ht8C,t1S 
home and 1'\. G,:>dly lifE;; n.s the tend of '3. 

heme and ,,1 citizen r)f the Lest 'country 
on er:rth. I trust that'y:mr'character 
wiil c,::,run,':!ll [ill pel·pIt: tv.think of Y\)U 

-1.S the very best in '·the: community. 
The Lord 'cless y.)U and keep' you. 

The Lorel make ·His :.faca ' to . shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. Thc.L0I"d 
lift up his ccuntamnce U'ion 'you, [~nd 

~ive you Pe?CE:. " 

T. H. ~BlLES 

'Transport Chaplcdn• 
.. - - - ­

~;1fERE YOU 'ARE THIS NOON 

From Le H~vre---~-----.~-- .2735 miles 
·'r. 

Yet tCJ f.o 445 miles 
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Dr..HY OF THE VOY~GE 5f240 ON SHIP S ?tOSTER 
~i-_~. 

a.o-_"K" .......
 

iEDNESDAY, 21 Nov., 1945:-'We cr0wded Vrith 5,240 on board, The J.lexander 
the decks'fer a- last look at w:i.ll ste3lll int~; New York' sometime Thurs­
the continent--A Day of Days day. The ships 'ro.ster -includes 161 
for' all concerned. ~"e sailed ~ale officers; 7 ~AC officers, 276 nurses 
before noon: - .: I,,:" of the 'ANC, 274 enlisted women, 4,476 

THUnSDAY, 22 Nov" '1945:-' Thanksgiv- ~. , enlisted men, and·46 (tho~ )assengers. 
, - ing ~ay--Services ~board-~ 

FRIDh.Y, 

SJ.TUJtDJlY, 

SUNDAY, 
. 

~.10NDl.Y , 

TUESDAY, 

and a ~ig turkey ~ihner com­
plete with ice-crea~'and cook­
ie·s. ' 

23 Nov., 1945:- 1;:e settled 
down to sweat "ut the trip-­
2,392 miles to go. 

24 Nov., 1945:- The fourth 
day of c:ur trip--the we.ter was 
a bit r~ugh, and SQme r;f us 
came NEAR. to being seasick-­
1,999 'miles tu gC). 

25'Nov., 1945:- Our only 
Sunday aboard--3erTices in the 
theater Dnd on deck--l,607 
'miles to go. 

·26'Nov., 1945:- A beautiful 
warm sunny (lay which most of 
us spent on the open deck-­
I, 263 miles tv go. 

27 Nov., 1945:- Not much 
bpportunity to get out on the 
deck due to rain and strong 
wind-843 miles to gel 

VffiDNESDAY, 28 Nov., 1945:- Tomorrow we 
dock if everything goes well- ­
445 miles to go. 

THURSDAY, 29 Nov., 1945:- This is itt! 
Today wa invade the good ole 
USA••.•.•••••••• "•••••••••••"•••• 

ON THE Bi-;LL (cC?·nt.): - and have be-en 
with the U. S. O. sinee '41. The name 
o~ th0 unit they were with~ Europe 
was called "On the Ball". . 

Niss Jean Wilson, whC) ha.s been with 
the same show, has been unable to per­
form fc,r us since trnop carriers ('I.re not 

'adaptable to ncrobatic ·i.ancing. 
, ~{e know that you have more than en­

jcye1 their presence aboard ship so when 
they hit y)ur town in the Statcs~ how 
abou~ makinf) it a point to be there and 
givinS them a big applause. 

Unit's aboard include Re-enlistees, 
Casual Dets.; Q!l t~.• F. Escort:Guard Unit, 

, 'tohe v,. S. Army 'l')ermanent det. aboArd the 
ship, anl "ersorillel.of:- 580th AAA AW 
Bn, 3rd FA OLsn Bn, 4150th QM Serv C~J, 

Se2nd TD Bn, 656th,FA Bn, 3252nd QM Serv 
Co, 307th QM Rhd GCJ, 217th-28th-95th 
General HosJitals'and 771st TD En. - - - - - - ~ -, _.... - ... - - - .. 

. TROOPS ASSIST (cont.):- Husic, news, and 
and announcements werG broucht to you 
(,ver the F. A. from the broadcast studio 
by T/S~t. Glenn Adams, T/4 Rebert G. 
O'Neill, T/4 Jack Lockard, and T/5 Theo­
dore Carr. 

The ships' raper, "The Cr0w's Nest" ~ 

has been publishert by T/4 Frank Paoale, 
T/4·J:WillS N~nc~rr0w, T/4 Bernard Gelman, 
T/4 Elmund J. deCaussin, T/4 Joseph 
Janeson, .T/4 Alec Serigos, T/4 John D. 
Smith, Sgt~ i..rthur Erickson, T/5 ;'TUliam 
E. Karslo, T/5 Deane L Noel, T/4 DonCild 
Sprung and Pfc I:,:argarc. t Budicki. 

"Jam" sessions have been through the 
the efforts of T/Sgt. Hyrcn Cohn, S/Sgt. 
Joe Giaimo, S/Sgt. Johnny Tutini, T/4 
Harold Taylor, S/Sgt. Marty Bellini, Pfe. 

o Ed· Dirse, Pvt.' Thomas Todd, Pvt.. Art Har­
ris and Joe Hardin •. 

T/4 Le0 Bevensee has assi~ted the 
ships' ra:iio crew in sddition to his 
l'l':,)rk with the "Crow's Nest". 

Radio repairs and technical mainten­
&nee h&ve been handled by T/Sgt. Thomas 
F. 1icDonell, T/Sgt. Hyron Cohn and T/4 
Jack Lockard. 

The S~0cial Services Library was ef­
ficiently st~ffed by: C"l. Pauline A. 
Brous!3.rd, C;->l. Uargaret Sanhorn, Pfc. 
Bdith Tendyke, C~l. Mary Anne Reif, Crl. 
Ida Portugese, erl. J~sephine Zabinski, 
Cpl. Virgini~Gustafson,Pfc. Joanna 
Hemby, S/Sgt. Norma McUeekin, Col. Vir­
ginia N~ O'Sullivan, Sgt. Helen K. Komi­

.... .... sar, Sgt'. Marjorie Stoffer, T/4 Edyth
TROOPS ASSIST 
. T'Df'!\:SrOHT SEiWICES YF,STf.HDAY'S pUZZI,E. ConetJy Col A· Iii Sr;mers

Il.1~'_' 1 ',:' !~ '4' 'C" "(6") "1' '8.. ,9 '_ , , ....J , 
. __k_ ~V+: '£ I~tll . lS i!.:LJ./ ' P j Sgt. Edna Gddstein, ·sjSgt. 

Capt. Sylvester G. 11. 'A ~L' If) 'E /( ~.!Il,q S':A! Lcuise \~Tieda, S/Sgt,. Tony" 
Renner, Transport Servicesb7-f~' II/J - j1 , .'. ·----1 T-eixeira, and the fol10w­
Officer, and his assist- (j~t~-~ ~..4:, 0_ (?lLl.r.:-. T I ! ... l ing u. s. 0·. ~Jersonnel: 
ant, T/4 A. J. Sesil, Wish, / ;;f~~: i/~::-! It vi 5 r@,~I~ IS I Fr~ncis ~!lilhei.m, Nedra Ott, 
to thank all personnel WhO~':- '/~,","17; .~-~._- I. '~~'%I Lorna ''Iren, and Eleanor 

• to • .:JF.] 'l. J.,.. \ /1 I ",I rt.­
coopar:ated ~~ thlS' VO~- ~J2; _ :' ,q +-=. Z..l.:!.1 J.. ~~'-:t ....1~~ Waldo.
 
age to prc:vlue entertaln- f// ,2oF' ~~ = ~I LI1~, 1~8 P;. !- - - - - - - - - - - - - - .


" . f h I"/t~ f( iL 1'~ ~.L£ I
ment and serVlce s or t e '2,"-\ () l J? 1-- ~pJl i. i,.I. I ,'- .- NOTICE 
pleasure of all passengers~l:1 ~'-ik I~:...J? ~C_12__l__~~Jp__ -In order to use a~l 
. M:"'~~es were prqject- .1J.~rIt. I r i y ~ I·S f@;\ ElL t.' availab.le snace for souven­
ed by T/3 Theodore HordosJ,~/-'7-:-rJ.K~,'!J- ~;-.:'-".~.~ ir'items, the "Crow's Nest ll 

Sgt. JohnE. Reynolds, i .:?'£.PL'~ ..2:'_. :.:?.i.:-.L(?~~- did n0t print- ~the news to­
T/4 George. ~. Meyer Clnd rp ~~1i.:J ~ E!1'i C i 2 r~r~lS day. Thtt latest news. will 
Pfc Gust!3.vHeerem' . __,-_. _..L.._~~L_. reach- yr:u over the ShlPS'PA~ L.


