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HE LIFE STORY OF 'THE U, 8. 4: T
EDMUND B. ALEXANDER IS LIKE THE SAGA |
OUF THE FaMED ST. LOUIS CARDINALS PITe
CHER, GROVER CLEVEL/ND ALEXLIDER, ONLY
THZ ZDMUND B. HAS KEPT RIGHT ON PITCH-
ING STRIKES IN THE BIGGEST GAMVE COF ALL
WHILE "OLD PETE" TOSSED HIS LAST FuST
BALL MANY YEARS AGO. HO'TRVER, BOTH
ALTXANDERS HAVE BEZEN DOWNjON.MORE THAN
OlZ OCCASION /AND BOTH EAVE RISEN TO
THE HEIGHTS DEMANDED OF THEM IN
[ESPECTIVE FIELDS..

Our homeward bound.ship was com=.
missioned in 1905 at Belfrst, Ireland.
Tho North German Lines bought the ves-
sel, nemed it the "Amerika" :nd put the
shin into passenger serviee between
Hanrwrg and New York.
5 come a long way.
At the outbreak of World War I,

she r

the

"imerika" was in‘the Hoboken, N. J. har-

bor end fsll into
gal war booty.
and the

Americen hands as le-
The ercw was interned
Navy Department assumed cpera-

tion of the vessel as a troop transport. -

After the 1918 Armistice, ths United
StatesLines took control of the liner
and lost no time in getting her intc
regular passenger service betwecn New
York, Southhampten and the North Ger-
men ports. The "Old Girl" still. an-
swered to the name "America" - English
version = and.flew her flag proudly. - .
Tozether with the Geo. uashlnﬂt)n, the
"Amgrica' plied .the waters of the At-
lantic and these two ships had a monc-
pcly on all first class passenger scr-
vice £or ten years after the cc nclu—
sioa of b)utllltISS.

‘Despite the presence of larcer ind
faster boats, the "America" kept her
place in the Maritime sun until 1932
when the company placed her on the side=-
lines fur o much necded and well earnéd
rest. - In 1949, when the war wes raging
all over Burcpe, the War Department
took over control of the "America and
converted the cnce nroud nassenser
liner into a troep trensport. The pass—
enger capacity jumped fr‘n a mC”C»tlﬁe
1500 paying tourists to a total of 5547
non-naying "zuests" of Uncle Sezm.

Many a mariner arcund the New York
docks had written off the "Amcrica" as

THEIR: ..

Since that tiﬂﬁ: ,'

/QLE/K Q 60as

a sea worthy vessel after her 1932 re-
tirement, but like.the leathery risht

. arm of Grover Cleveland Alexander, who

tossed tob many strikes for the famed
Yankees! "Murderers Kow" in the 1926
YWeorld!s Series, the "America" had many
‘a guod.lick left in her, At 163 knots,
aprroximately .20 MPH, the E. Bes Alexan-
der, as she was re-christensd in 1940,
is nct the fastest transport. on the
high seas, but she bows to no sea-going
vessel in denendibility and sea-worthi-
ness. '

101d Alex" made her first overseas
voyace .as a troop transport in January
1941 when 'she. delivered the first-con-
tinsent of American soldiers to land. on
foreign soil during World War II. The

" pert of eall was St. Johns, Newfound-
."land and "Ol1l Alex" s

stayed in nort for
six m-nths -as a barracks ship for the
sclliers until suit~ble quarters cnuld
be erscted in thls barren, frlblt Nastc—
land. .

Since, that ‘tirst run, "Old Alex"
has bzen on the go continually. She has
taken her wolace in the now frmous Atlan-—
tic convoys; dodged and squirmed her

-way. throush the Ne ‘rth itlantic submarine

wolf packs; fourht off enemy ‘aireraft
attacks; and always delivered her ray
lcad of troeps and eerec intact. During
the Sicilirn campairn,. "Ola Alex" knock—
el off two German fighter’ planes who
were bent on zetting the une sticker

out of the way. 4 near-by Alllud ship
<laimed that the "Old Girl" had downed
two more Jerry fighters, but the record
bcoks show twe "Mkills" and twe "proe
bables"., Not,.bad for a ship that has
been arcund since 1905,

.As the "imerica", the ship rained
everlasting fame amonz all sea-faring
men for a rescue act during the winter
of 1929, Half way across the DNorth
Atlantic, with Coptoin George Freid as
shin's master, the "America" was batt-
linz -ne 2f the worst storms of that
)eri de” Waves beceme mountains of water

I the cold, biting wind swept the
.;.t from stem te stern. Suddenly the
shint's radic cperator picked up a faint
S¢0eSe, but repeated efforts te contact
the distressed vessel brought forth only

{(Con'T)
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the same inaudible signal for aid. o #*
Captain Fredld crdered the “unerica® 8 CHAPLAIN!S CORNER %*
to start a search for the stricken ves- 4H53?xn%31,ﬁﬁnq\ﬁﬁthwd&HHHdthHHdapar

sel and for three days and nilzhts the

ship circled the area without seeing =

trace of anything ~n-the ansry sea.

Late during the third nizht, a small

‘licht was noticed net far away, but the

heavy seas  nrevented any close approach,
4 small boat coenteining eicht sail-

ors and Chief Officer H., Manning w“s

rut ut and this valient’ crew worked

their way perilously toward the light.

They found 32 officers and men of an
Ttalian freighter, mcre dead than alive.
rolen avis, lems, head and bkody bruis-
es, and miitiple iractur“s of svery decs-
eriptrcy L0000 ohe weird gtory of | hrw

Cthe foiiihiary crow fousht the revages

of th: wintsoy 263 and refuse’ to 1ve
up hope Dl g CECUR

. By siglil gy h“r-w;urfn’, Captain
Freid wag =250e * wroseme protosticon

for the smaii resape Bo
skillrul c::.rbi-ﬂ of
hexr equinmeas = ad
per"-w'nt‘ to be br
miautes l"txr v
two and sung.

Chief Officer Mannins, wh. direct=-
ed the rescue frcm his 1lisht b Pt REE
later t¢ gain intsrnatiznal fame 28
navizator for Amelia Barhart on many of
her lonc-digtance over water flightse
However, he was not with the n ted avia-
trix when she made her 11l-fated Dnci-
fic lesht in 1937.

The current ? dstbr »f the E. B
Al:sxander is Mr. 5. T. Cline, Newark,

N, J. He is 2 veteran of over 30 yzars
cn the hish seas and tekes oreat per-
sonzl pride in the 'never say cdic!
spirit. of "0ld Alex".

The skipper has been guiding the
destinies of the vessel since fugust
1941 and beliecves that the forsseable
future holds no terror fur the LO year
old veteran of twe major world wars.

_1

L and FHT o2
Mimerica =nd
lJ 32 infurcd
rewght ebrard, A few
he freizhter troke in

_'"If 10lg Pete! Alexander could
strike cut the Yankse batting stars

when he wes close to LO years of ree,
I'm sure "Old Alex" can ¢ the same in
this leasus for many years to come",
reflected Mr, Ciinc, "She's sturiy as
an ox anl just as durable", (TH.T.)
THE END '

“ON THE BALL"

bl apllE

Here are a few facts abcut the twe
lovely :irls whe heve been entertainine
_on the stairway betwecn secticns D6 nnd

cb.
a As many o¢f you know, Miss Elynor
Clark is the gne with that very swoet

voice end Barbara O'Connell ably ac—
. companies her with the aceorcinn. To-

gether,. they have travelud the circuit

throuzh Bavaria, Germany, Beligium, Hel-

land and Franez for the last six menths
(cont. rage 4)

- riches,

; ®hat pecple think of you is your
Pooutationes Your reputation is a pro-
dact of .two things: your contacts and
dealines with.others and their inter-
pretatica:cf thems Character is what
ou redlly are, It is not enouch to
have a zood character, :One should be
dilizent'to mdke it impossible for
others to interrrnt his character ad=-

versely, ‘A good.character is. built
- of a life~time ff‘?Duu deeds. Often a

gnod character is destrayed by a single
bad deede: 4 gocd xcharacter is preserv-—
&l by couptinusd right decids.

A zrod rarutation. is hetter than
It is the cne nzo ble neans of
cultivatine friendshins. Ycur reputa=
tion 4is mevre oftan than not judged by
the friends you keep, Your frisnds
literally make cr break youe

Charactern berun as a ehild devel-
ns vezr by yezr tn the end of. life,

It is the cne thineg that neonle cannot
toke from gou, It continues as  begun
and lived thiouzhout this‘life and
throuzhout: eternity,

The best' character th.t cne  can
develen is none tuo coodse There is an
imruted richtecusness-available to those
whe evarcise . faith in Christ. That
life is far fure valuoble than the
wealth of this worlds After lifc and
the affairs common -t all cf-us ig over,
life in God continues, Etoernity is

.. more. imnoertant. than. novie

-

Since the war is over and we-are
returning home,-it.is a goed time to
think sericusly: of the.life that we
are to build, It will cften be Aiffi-~
cult to aistinpguish between valuable
and trivial things that bulld character.
A life dluttered with thinzs thut do not
matter is = wasted lifé. The sucecess of
sur lives will be determined by  the
chalces and. decisions that we make.
Wbether young cr cld, ‘rich or poor, we

an. chocse wisely 1f we will but take
iﬂl“ to think,

For you I can wish in the yesrs te

come & ur*‘-rerutntirn,-a>rivh ecus
heme and a Godly life ns the hoad of a
heme and a citizen of the best country

on earth, I trust that-your-character
will e~mrell all pecrle to.think of you
as the very best in the community
The Lord tless you and kesp you.

The Lord meke His face.to.shine upon
you and be gracicus te you., The Lord
1ift up his ecuntenance uncn you, 2nd
7ive you Pezce, ™

T. H, BILES

TranS)ﬁrt Charlain,

"'HERE YOU ARE THIS NCON

From Le Havre.-~-4~————~~—— 2735 milos

.

Yet to ro hLS miles

u-'..—-.—--——-—
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NESDAY, 21 Novs, 1945:= We crowded
the decks for a- last lock et
the continent-—-A Day of Days
for all cohcerhcd. Tle sailed
before noon. :

22 Novy, 19h5'— Thankscive
ing Day--Services 8boaprdi-«
and & »ig turkey dinner com=
plete vlth 1ce-crcﬂm an’ ccok-
ies., .

23 Nove, 1945:~ Te sottlad
down to sweat cut the trijp—-
2,392 miles te go.

24 Nove, 19453~ The frurth
day of cur trip--the water was
a bit r-ugh, and some of wus
~ came NEAR t~ being 5ca51ck~—

1,999 miles to o,

THUI'SDAY,

FRIDAY,

SLTUDAY,

SUNDAY, 25'Nove, 1945:~ Our only
*  Sunday aboard——~Services in the
" theater and on Jeck—-l 607
: ‘miles to goe
MONDLY, 26 'Nove, l9h5~- A beautiful
warm sunny day which most of
us spent on the opén deck——
1, 263 miles to go.
TUESDAY , 27 Nove, 1945:~ Not much

opportunity to get out on the
deck due to rain and strong
wind-=—843 miles to gcl
WEDNESDAY 28 Nov., 1945:- Tomorrow we
lock if everything goes well——
hh5 miles to gZo,.
29 Neve, 1945:= This is itll
Teday we invede the gcod ole

USAoooooo.oonocooooo sevenerse

THURSDAY ,

I R e T e L ]

ON TH% BLLL (cont.):= and have been
with the U. S. O¢ sinee '41. The name
cf the unit they were with in Burcope
was called "On the Ball",

liss Jean Wilson, who has been with
the same show, has been unable to pere
form for us since troop carriers are not
"adaptable to acrcbatic lancing.

e know that you have more than en-
Juyed their nresence aboard ship so when
they hit your tcwn in the States, how
about making it a point to be there «and
givine them a big apnlause.
TROOPS ASSIST
' TRAKSI'ORT SELVICES

~ enlisted men, and-46 cther

- the U, S. Army nermanent

+ Hemby, S/Sgt. Norma

ANSTWER TO YESTRE DAY' q PUZZIE.

54240 ON SHIF'S HOSTEL

PO - e,

With 5,240 cn bozrd,; The flexander
will steam int7 New York sometime Thurs-
day. The ships' roster includes 161
male officers, 7 WAC officers, 276 nurses
of the ANC, 27k enlisted women, 4,476
1A SSEeNers.

Units aboard include He-enlistecs,
Casual Déts., an !. P. Escort :Guard Unit,
det. aboard the
ship, and »ersonnel of:—~ 580th AAAL AV
Bn, 3ra FA Obsn Bn, 4150th Qi Serv Co,
882nd TD Bn, 656th.FA Bn, 3252nd QM Serv
Cc, 307th QI Rhd Co, 217th-28th-95th
General Hes»yitals andl 771st TD En,

T tm mm Emm s e P B s e Em s ma P R G

* THOOPS ASSIST (cont.):= Music, news,and
and announcements werc brousht to you
vver the Fo A. from the breoadeast studio
by T/Set. Glenn Adams, T/L Rebert G,
O'Neill, T/4 Jack Lockard, and T/5 Theo-
dore Cerr.

The ships! paper, "The Crow's Nest!,
has been published by T/k4 Frank Paocale, ?
T/L Jnmes Nancarrow, T/l Bernard Gelman,
T/L Edmund J. deCaussin, T/L dJoseph
Jameson, T/ hlec Serigos, T/L John D.
Smith, Sgt. Lrthur Erickson, T/5 "/illiam
E. Karslo, T/5 Deane {. Noel, T/L Dcnald
Sprung and Ffec Marecarct Budicki.

"Jam" sessions have beesn throuzh the
the efforts of T/Sct. Myrcn Cohn, S/Sgt.
Joe Giaime, S/Sgt. Johnny Tutini, T/4
Harcld Taylor, S/Sgt. Marty Bellini, Ffc.

*Ed-Dirse, Pvt. Thomas Todd, Fvt. Art Har-
ris and Joe Hardin..

T/l Leo Bavenseec has assigted the
ships! radio crew in addition to his
work with the "Crcw's Nest".

Itadic repairs and technical mainten-
ence have been handled by T/Sgt. Thomas
F. McDonell, T/Sgt. Myron Cohn and T/L
Jack Lockard,

The Swucial Services Library was ef-

« ficiently st=ffed by: Cnl, Fauline A.
Brousard, Cple Marcaret Sanborn, Pfe.
Edith Tendyke, Crl., Mary Anne Reif, Cpl,
Ida Portugese, Crl, Josephine Zabinski,
Crl. Virginia Gustafson, Ffc, Jcanna

McVeekin, Cnl, Vir-

O!'Sullivan, $~t. Helen K. Komi-
Farjorie Stoffer, T/l Edyth

ginia N,
-sar, Sgt.

i T 2 q Coneby, Cnl. Av W, Scmers,
MRS Jf}ﬁé {7 £:T7V'J}x);/¢' = Set. Bdna Geldstein, S/Srt
Capts Sylvester G. CHVE eI 720 Louise Wieda, S/Sgte Tony
Henner, Trtnsn rt Serviccs/f‘yé gﬁlﬁ?hff. E-’/ A S H | Teixeira, and the follow-
Officer, and his assist- /4}§il£iié@;g;_/lL If’ ”"Y_;lng U. S. Oe personnel:
ant, T/L A J' Sesil, wish /_Eﬁﬂﬁ;i“}T}; ,V| V&& z;t; Franeis ilheim, Nedra Ott,
to thank 2ll personnel Wh@n;‘}ﬁ“?ﬁr;t'; ] Lorna Yren, and Eleanor
cooperated cn this: voy- _éi;ﬁffﬁi‘j;7" ,91 /ka44%_'hldo.
age to provide entertain- ¥/ 2/ e é% a2 R e S el ST S ——
ment and services for the {,“ LIS L'}—'—/— //ﬁ "”tf r—‘& ' NOTICE
flcasure of all passengerspW; O /i!li4jQ Z%f' 1o wif In order to use all
- cvies were prgject- FﬁqlﬁV1 71 7/@%§J“ $¢4 Lt/ | aveilable snace for souven-
ed ty T/3 Theodore Hc rHVS%p, 7740 [ 1 %,1** ir items, the "Crow's Nest"
Sgt. Jchn BE. Reynolds, -g? 7, r4§1if J?w“_;ﬁi¢£%i52_ did nct print-the news to-
T/k Georze T, Meyer and f¢;f --—gzyggg‘q day., The latest news will

Pfc Gustav Heeremn::

reach ycu over the ships!'PA



