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PREFACE

Preparing a research report on tank destroyers proved to be
& more interesting task than most members of the Committee sntici-~
pated. The announcement of the subject cast soms doubt upon the
worth of a report on a now obsolete-weapon of war, but not for long.
The splendid achievements of tank destroyer units in action, the
outstanding esprit of officers and men in these units under all con-
ditions of combat, and the ingenuity and bravery they combined to
stop the most feared mepmace of the battlefield in World War II
created admiration for them and professional interest im their
methods. It is hoped that this report adequeately deseribes the
courage and tenacity with which they fought and the skilful techni-
ques they employed in outmaneuvering and outfighting their armored
foe,

‘Becausge tank destroyer units were employed as small elements
ettached %o major combat organizations, reports of their activities
have been found difficult to trace. Organizations to which they were
attached sometimes failed to mention these subordinate attached
upnits in after aotién reparts, and parent toanr dostroyer battalions
were unaware, at times, of the scope of combat activities im which
their companies and platoons took part. Considering this, and the
fact that tenk destroyer organizations provided un]? a comparatively
small group of combat units, it is not surprising “hat after action
reports on their nctivities dre few in number aic are not prepared
with as much attention to detail as those cf, for example, an Infan-

try Division or a Corps Headquarters.
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There is additional reason for the shortage of reports from
tank destroyer companies and platoons. They were often separated
from parent organizations for days and weeks at a time. Individuals
interviewed in connection with this study agree this was a deterrent
to preparing more than casual records.

With no complaint intended, it is an observation of the
Committee that combat records of battalion-size units are few in
number and sketchily prepered. This is apparently a result of the
disinclination, on the part of line officers. to spend time preparing

reports, and = lack of appreciaéion, in terms of improved combat
efficiency, of the various purposes for which after action reports
are used. In the direction of correcting this situntion and assist-
ing battalion staffs in simplifying their work of recording, the
standard form of report used by lower echelons of the British Army
could be examined as a method of preparing poperwork with no more
thon reasonable pangs of authorship.

After some time was spent on research and interview, seeming
conflicts of fact made it desirable to analyze the slim stéck of
available doocumonts pertaining to tank destroyers cnd to determine
their validity. It was decided that all could be more clossly
scrutinized. For instance, more then one after action report listed,
with undorstandable pride, the elimination of thre: or more German
"Tiger" tanks in a day's operation. However, Tivision and Corps
staff officers who were at the scene of action cCavlare no enemy

tanks of this type were near the areas described in post=-combat

iii



records. Ome ironically suggested "Piger" tanks must have been
the most prolific item of German war production, considering the
y#st numbers knocked out in after-action reports.

Committee members have noted that well plamnned offensive
operations were invariably recorded with greater preciseness than
defensive actions. German accounts, particularly in the ARDENNES
Offensive, gave a more accurate picture, a check of eyewitnesses
reveals, than reports from United States units on the defensive.

The Committee received invaluable assistance in the pre~
peration of the report from former members of the four tank des-
troyer battalions. Without their aid it would not have been
possible to approach any semblance of accuracy in présenting the
details of combat which are condensed in an after-action report
and, of necessity, lost in the condensation. For their kindness
and cooperation, the Committee expresses its appreciation and
thanks to Lieutenant Colonel James W, Bidwell, former commanding
officer of the 704th TD Battalion, now stationed at Fort Knox,
Kentucky; Lieutenant Colonel Stanley Dettmer, former commander of
the 823d TD Battalion, now residing at Saﬁ Anse1moA California;
Lieutenant Colonel William A, Hamberg, commanding orficer of the
10th Tank Battalion, 5th Armored Division, now stationed at Fort
Knox, Kentucky; Lieutepant Colonel Ashby I. Lohse, former operatiohs
officer of the 823d TD Battalion, now living in Tucson, Arizona;
Major Edward R. Garton, executive officer of the 644th TD Battalion,

now at The Armored School, Fort Knox, Kentucky; Major Cresby F.
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Miller, S+3 of the 704th TD Batitaliom, now at The Armored School,
Fort Kumox, Kentucky; Captaip Bruce A. Crigsinger, a former com~
mending offiger of the 8231 ID Baltnlion, aaw living in laseillen,
Chio; Captodn Thomms Evoms, comgpender of "€Y Gampany, TG4tk ID
Battalion, now a resident ¢f Greensburg, Pemnsylvania; Captain
James Leach, commanding "B" Company, 37th Tank Battalion, now on
duty at Fort Rnox, Kentucky; Captain Edwin leiper, commander of the
3d Platoon, Company "C", 704th TD Battalion, now a resident of
Indianapolis, Indiama; Captain T, L. Raney, commander of the lst
Reconnaissance Platoon, 823d TD Battalion, now stationed at Fert
Meade, Maryland; Lieutenant John E. Barron, commander of the lst
Platoon, Company "C", 823d TD Battalion, now residing in El Paso,
Texas; Lieutenmant Ellis McInnis, commanding officer of a platoon
of Company "C", 823d TD Battalion, now living in Odessa, Texas;
Lieutenant leon L, Neel, commander of.the lst Platoon, Company "B",
823d TID Battalion, now residing in Thomasville, Georgia; and
Lieutenant Thomas Springfield, commender of the lst Platoon,

Company "A", 823d TD Battalion, new living in Dodge City, Kansas,






CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The motivoting impulge for this report dates back to the
Buropoan Compailgns of 1940, when the Frenth Army surrenderéd to swifte
moving ferman divisions whose success rested primarily on the spesd,
firepower and shook aotion of tanks supported by planes, when reme
nants of the British Bxpeditionory Force prepared airplene and tank
obstacles throughout the British Isles and regrouped for the last-
ditch battle of Englond, and when, in the United States, the majority
of military thought was cemtered on o method by which the terrify-
ingly successful tank-air combination could be stopped.

Gne of tho outcomes of those urgent times was the formation
of tank destroyer units as a part of the United States Army and their
uge, partisularly during tho later Europeon Compaigns of 1944-1945,
in the greatest combimed-arms offensive in history.

That tank destroyer units never fulfilled the mngter role
for which they were intended is a quirk of circumstance plus the
introduction of other ingenious devices contrived to combat tanks,

The original subject assigned this committee for research
and report was "The Operation of the Tank Destroyer Battalion." The
topic covers n wide field, which feortunately was narrowed with the
annownceoment of the scope as "A study of the employment of the tank
destroyer battalion in the European Theater, with conclusions and
rocommendations,” with limiting dates oxtending from June of 1944,
to May of 1948.

Confined within reasonable bounds, the title assumed more



workeble proportions, thaug@ itvwas still considered too general
when ;emmittee members initiated individﬁal rasearch; After a mére
thorough look at source material it was determined the best output
of the committee's efforts would be achieved if the subject was
restricted to operations of four outstanding tank destroyer batta-
lions. Thus the subject was chosen.

Research concerning tank destroyer operations has revealed
an interesting and importent field for further investigation. It is
suggested that the overall subject, "The Operation of the Tank

Destroyer Battalion,"

could be the basis for a group of studies aimed
at a more complate picture of combat Pperations involving tamnk
destroyers versus tanks. The subject is important because of its
possible effect on current antitank doctrine.

Tenk Destroyers entered and emerged from World War II as the
center of a doetrinal controversy. Conceived in haste, they were
designated "Tank Chasers," before birth, by the French; "Antitank
Regiments," by the British; "Self-propelled Artillery," by the
Russians; and "Tonk Destroyers" by our forces. They had common
characteristics as well as a common purpose. All were team-operated,
super-velocity, low-trajectory weapons, self-propelled or towed,
suitable for employment on direct-fire missions against tanks -
primarily German tanks.

The argument whioh‘centered on tanks replacing tank destroyers
in an antitonk role entered the theoretical phase in this country as

tank armament was improved to exceed that of existing tank destroyer



weapons. Major factors in the difference of opinion were the temk's
heavier wehicle, armor and weapons weight, with loss of mobility, as
ageinst a lighter, thineskinned, more agile and heavier-armed anti-
tank vehicle.

This ocontroversial side issue is not a part of the feport,
though it well might be. The facts of combat operations, highe
lighted during the period June 1944, to May 1945, were an importont
influence on the decision which eliminated tank destroyers from -

U. 8. Army orgonization in 1946,

Although some aspects of the study were not immediately
obvious to the researcher, one feature of tank destroysr employment
was quickly noted. This was the wide variety of combat assignments,
outside the scope of antitank combat, in which tank destroyer organ-
izations participated. Many missions were considered, by those in
subordinate command of the units, to be beyond the sphere of organi-
gational training or equipment. Surprisingly, the unorthodox
missions were quite successful from an overall viewpoint and added
to the versatile reputation of the anti-tankers.

This report is not concerned with the application of prine
ciples to a combat situation facing a commander, harassed by the
problem of taking an objeotive with the meens at hand. However, the
statements of tonk destroyer unit officers that they were rargly
able to utilize the potential of their weapons and persomnel because
of restrictions imposed by unusual missions and attachments, directed

by higher authority, is of interest,



The purpose of this report is to present a series of
illustrotive general actions hinging on the assignment of trmk
destroyer waits in two woll-recogniszed roles: Supporting o major
orgonization and its subordinate elements on the offensive, and
providing the same support when the larger element is in a defensive
situations The combined actions will show the various methods of
employment of tank destroyors by major uwnit commanders; the adherence
to ar departure from tank destroyer dooctrine extant ot the time of
employment; and a comparison of unit actions with the objective of
highlighting successful features of operation.

The four battaliong selected for illustration are the 828th
Tank Deatroyer Bottalion, the 644th, 704th and 8234. Although they
wore shifted within Corps, the léattalions spent the majority of com-
bat time attached to the followi:;xg divisions:

628th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 5th Armored Division

644th Tank Destroyer Battelion, 2d Infantry Division
704th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 4th Armo’red Division
823d Tank Destroyer Battalion, 30th Infantry Division

The first pa?t of the report is concerned with background
material, the organizz;,t‘ion of wmits for combat, types of equipment
used during the period of operations and a brief of doectrine govern=-
ing the training and contemplated employment of tank destroyers in
the combined arms fighting team. Following background data, opera~
ticns of the four tenk destroyer battnlions are deseribed in separate

chapters, with another section devoted to comment by selected tamk



destroyer unit commenders and the final chapter devoted to con-

clusions and regommendationg,



CHAPYTER 2
GENERAL MISSIONS AND ORGANIZATION OF

TANK DESTROYER UNITS

This chapter is dsvoted to a gensral discussion of technical
material on the employment of tank destroyer wnits. It contains in-
formation on the missions for which tank destroysr units were trained,
the contemplated principles of employment and methods of employment.

[:?g; chapter also includes orgenizational charts prepared and later
modified during World Wer II by the Teunk Destroyer School at Camp
Hood, Texas;:]

As with other special organizations of the armed forces, tank
destroyers were given a specific goal to achieve. This goal, or pri-
mary mission, was the destrucfion of hostile tanks by direct gunfire.
It is of interest to note that even the wording of direct gumfire
implies an aggressive as well as an offensive role. When approach-
ing the subject of tank destroyer use, it is of importance to dif~
ferentiate between antitenk and tank destroyer umits. Unquestion~-
ably the two elements have o great deal in common and are closely
related. However, they are also quite different,

Antitenk units are set up and equipped to be used in
relatively fixed roles. Ewven when the larger units of which they
form a part are on the offensive, their role is primarily defensive.
Antitenk wnits function generally by successively setting up defenses
of certain coritical areas such as avenues of approasch of pessible

armored counterattack. - When they do not succeed in stopping an



attack, their purpose is tu}disrupt, delay, and canalize hostile
armored forces, thus creating conditions favorable for counterattack
by highly mobile reserves. Here is where tank destroyers enter the
pieture.

«eoTank Dostroyers are the highly mobile element
in operations egainst armored forces. In contrast
to Antitank units, their role is purely offensive,
even when supporting large-scale defensive operations,
Becouse of their charsacteristies, Tank Destroyers are not
bound up with positions and places on the ground,
In fact,...to bind their operations down to places
takes much of the power out of their wallop., Tank
Destroyers are organized and equipped to strike and
strike hard at tanks with great fire power and great
maneuverability. Their function is not to deny the
use of certoin terrain feature to tanks _but to seek
out and destroy the tanks themsolves.se

Suitable secondary missions for tank destroyer units are:
l, To reinforce or supplement the fire of artillery umits
with direet or indirect fire.
2. To destroy pill boxes and permanent defensive works.,
3. To support landing operations.
4. To dofend beaches oagainst waterborne attack,
5. To be used on roving gun and roving battery missions
(more applicable to self-propelled units).
With regard te the use of tank destroyers on secondary
missions, the field manual on employment has the following to say:
+esEmployment of tank destroyers on secondary missions
is a command decision. When ammunition requirements for
réeinforcing artillery missions exceed the supply facilities
of the units, higher headquarters assumes the responsibility
of supplying the additional ammunition required. Exocept

in an emergency, the organic ammunition loads of tonk
destroyer units should remein intact for primary missions.



Most secondary missions require the use of high-
explosive ammunition.  Since the trajectory of anti-
tank guns is too flaﬁ.for the axacutimn of many,
missions, reduced charges are often preferable.

In order to use btank destroyerw to their best advantage, and
to gain the moximum possible results from their favorable character-
istics, a commander would be governed in tank destroyer action by
application of the following prinoiples:

1. The sesking of information of hostile tanks by continuous
reconnalssance,

2. The movement to firing positions so as to intercept
hostile tanks by arriving sufficiently in advance of the tanks to
permit proper emplacement and concealment of tank destroyers. Tank
destroyers ombush hostile tanks, but do not charge nor chase them.

3e Holding ground and not firing until tanks get within
as close range as possible,

4. QOccupying forward positions from which to pursue with-
drawing tanks by fire,

5. Using every practicable measure to secure concealment.
This is necessary because tank destroyers are vulnerable to hostile
tank, ontitank and artillery fire.

8, Digging in towed guns whenever time permits.

7. Digging in and camouflaging tank destroyers in feature-
less terraine

It is important that tenk destroyers be used aggressively.

Their mobility permits them to be concentrated rapidly in an



advantageous position. Stealth and deception are predominate factors.
Tank destroyers are not sapable of indepsndent action; they should be
used in close sooperation with other troops.

The organization of tesik destroyer units was a subject of
much discussion and the usual controversy, but was finally decided
and established as brought out in(%éyld Manual 18«5

sesfty Tamk destroysr umits are organized as battalions,
groups, and brigades. The battolion is both a tactioal
and administrative wnit. Groups and brigades are
orgonized only as taetical units. There are two types

of battalions, classified according to their equipment as
self~-propelled and towed,

be The selfe-propelled battalion eonsists of a head-

guarters and headquarters company, a reconnaissance
companv, three gun componies, and a msdical detachment.
Bach gun company has three platoons of four self-pro-
pelled guns each--o total of 36 guns within the batta-
lione

c. The towed battalion is similar to the sgelf-propelled

battalion except that it is equipped with towed guns ond

has no reconnaissance company, Iwo reconnaissance platoons
are included in the headquarters company.

d. Group. The group eonsists of a headquarters and
hendquarters company snd two or more battalions.

e, Brigade. The brigade is composed of a head~
quarters gnd hendguarters company and two or more
ErOoupPSeos
As to methods of employment, tank destroyer units eertainly
haove flexibility ond maneuverability beyond the scope of most armored
elements. They can be employed to attack the head, flanks, or the
rear of a hostile armored formation. These points may be hit

simul taneously, or successively, engaging one while meneuvering to

hit enother. The choice of method is largely influenced by the



relative size of the olements involved. A tank destroyer battalion
ghould be oble to attack & hostile tank sompany at three points
simul taneously. If the terrain is fovoralble 1t might be possible to
attaek a hostile tank battalion at three points.

Tank destroyers should be kopt in concealed positions well
to the rear imitially. Their mobility will permit their uss in mass
in particular areas anywhere over a wide zone.

Tonk destroyers use the concept of surprise attack in masse
Therofore, they should hold out small or no reserves, initially
omploying thelr moximum fire power and shifting it continuously t€o
gedn and maintain the moximum tactieal ndvuntage.4

An outlino distributed by the Tank Destroyer School at Comp
Hocd, Texas, comparod the employment of tenk destroyer units to that
of the man backing up the lime in football. %...he stays well back
until he sces whero the play is coming and then hits it with every-

thing he has.”
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NOTES FOR CHAPTER 2

3 ,
"T-61" {school doetrine), Tank Destroyer School, Department
of Tactios, Camp Hood, Texas, p l.

2

Pield Manual 18~5, Tactical mloment Tank Destroyer Unit,
18 July 1944, p &, . ‘ ' o
3

Ibid, p 1,
4

Op cit, "T=61" (school doctrine), p 6.
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CHAPTER 3

THT 628th TANK DESTROYER RATTALION
(sELF PROPELLED)

Introduction and Buildup

Generals The 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP)

was selected for study in the preparation of this report
on tank destroyer operations in the European Theatre of
Operations after a careful consideration of factors,
situations and missions; the more important of which are
as follows;

(1) This unit was employed extensively in the
primary tank destroyer roles

(2) A self propelled unit, it worked throughout
combat on the European Continent, except for one brief
period, with an armored unit, the 5th Armored Divisione.

(3) In the Battle of WALLTNDORF, the battle selected
for detailed study, this tank destroyer battalion was
employed with an armored division in the penetration of a
heavily fortified position; the SIEGFRILD LINE.

(4) Also in the Battle of WALLINDORF, this battalion
was heavily engaged in repelling armored attacks,

(5) In eddition to the above listed roles this
battalion was employed in just about every manner to
which it could be adapted, for example; reinforeing
artillery, as assault guns, against personnel in the
open, as road blocks, and to provide flank protectione

Jn 5 August 1944, only a few days after the 628th
Tank Destroyer Rattalion landed in Zurope 1t was attached to
the 5th Armered Division. DNeither the Battalion nor the 5th
Armored Division had been committed to combate. Thus a team
that was to work together through most of the Buropean
Campaign was formeds It is of crurse important that & team
remain intact if the yltimate in cooperation and coovdipation

is to be achieved. This permanent attachment was, therefore,
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very desirable and led to understandings that could only
have becn bettered if the units had trained together,

In order teo understand the operating procedure of
this team, of which the 628th was a member, it is necessary
to explain that th= 5th Armorsd Division employed "married
companies" to make up tank-infantry téaoms,

One tank battalion and onc infantry battalion were
assigncd to each combat command, but the coopcration be-
tween tanks and infantry was to go further than that,
The "A" tank companies and "A" infantry companies wore
pairced offs Likowise paired were the "B" and "C" tank
and infantry companiese. Within the companies each in=-
fantry platoon of five squad half=tracks was paired
with 2 platoon of five medium tankse Within the
platoons each medium tank crew of five men was paired
with its own infantry squad of 12 mens The final re=
sult of the marriage was a Sherman tank, a half-track
and 17 men who were to eat, slecp and fight togothor,l

It was also customary to attrch a platoon of tank destroyers
to a married company,.

CCB's tank-infantry teams werc made up from the
81lst Tank Rattalion and tho 15th Armored Infantry Battalion,
The B Compwni~s of the medical battalion, enginscr battalion,
ordnance battalion, and Troop B or the cavalry reconnaissance
squadren wore the normal supporting troops, and the 7lst
Armorcd Field Artillory Battalion was normally in dircct support.
It normally fought aos two task forces; one heavy, containing
two "marricd companiecs", and onc light, containing one
"murricd companye

Each t=zsk force bore the name of its commandor. During

the WALLEYDORF operation the commanders wasre Lt, Col,
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Anderson and Lt, Cole Wintermutes:

CCR's two units were the 10th Tank Bat'alion and
the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion. Its regularly
supporting artillery the 95th Armored Field Artillery
Battalion and its normal supporting companies the "C"
companies of the Engineers, ordnance and Medics and
"C" Troop of the Cavalry. The heavy task force during
this operation was commanded by “t. Col. Hamburg the
CO of the 10th Tank Rattalion and contained the married
"A" and "C" Cos, Task forece Boyer named for Lt. Col,
Boyer the 47th Armored Infentry BRattalion Commander was
the light task force and was made up of the "married
'B! Cos".?

Since CCA was occupied in a different sector pro=
tecting the City of Luxemburg, during the period while the
5th Armored Division was on German soil, and did not figure
in the WALLENDORF operation, its organization is not im=
portant and is omitted.

The 628th Tack Destroyer Battalion was committed
to combat with the 5th Armored Division 2 August 1944, and
with them fought through France into Belgium and liberated
Luxemburgs During the advance the major actions participated

in were at the TALAISE=ARGENTAN Gap and the SEINE River.

Friendly Situations By the end of August the

Allied force on the Continent included twenty American
divisions, twelve British divisions, three Canadian div~
isions, one French division, and one Polish division, and
the necessary supperting troopse Against a defeated and
demoralized enemy they were advancing rapidly. Due to

limited port facilities and conditions of the railroads in
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France it was impossible to support the armics as the
supply lines lengthenend indefinitelys, There was bound
to be a time when the rapid advance would of nescessity
stop, 1f not due to enemy resistence, thentbecause the
supply lines had been stretched to their elastic limits,.

All along the front we pressed forward in hot
pursuit of the fleeing enemy., In four days the
British spearheads, paralleled by equally forceful
American advances on the right, covered 195 miles,
one of the many fine feats of marching by our for=
mations in the great pursuit across France, By
September 5, Patton's Third Army reached Nancy and
crossed the MOSELLE River between that city and WTTZ,
Hodge's First Army came up against the Siegfried de-
fenses by the thirtesnth of the month and was short-
ly thereafter to begin the strugsgle for AACFEN,.
Pushed back against the borders of the homeland, the
German defenses showed definite signs of stiffeninge
On September 4, Montgomery's armies entered ANTWTIRP
ee s« MARSEILLE had been captured on August 28 and this
great port was being rehabilitated.d

Enemy Situatione By September lst no organized

front existeds The remnants of the German formations ware
fighting unorganized rear guard actions in an attempt to
fall b&ck into Germany and gain the protection of the WZIST
WALL.

In the meantime the Germans were making a desperate
belated attempt to prepare the defenses of the SIEGFRITD
LINE, Labor battalions and Volksturm (home guard) %roops
were being employed along with crippled units that had withe
drawn from the battle of Frances

Early in September 1944, when the German armed
Forccs in the West during their withdrawal through
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Fpancc«Bolgiuth ‘apptoashed ‘the German frontier, the
bulk of tho formations could be designated only as
romanants. According to the statistics of the OKW
(High Command of the Armed Foreces), the Westhecr,
including the navy and the air forces, but including
the fortresses, had suffered a total loss of about
500,000 men since 1 June 1944, Principally as a
result of the absolute air supremacy of the Alliss,
the losses in material were oven more conspiciouss
As an example, it may be mentioned that the I SS

Pz Corps had at its disposal only one tank fI¥ Tor
Betion and the LXYIV Army Corps posseéssed only one
gun, which was in full fighting order, All for=
mations wore heavily intermixed; so that there were
divisions conpsisting of men beleoaging to a varisty
of units of averv branch of arms.

During the ontire withdrawal to the German
frentier, the controlling organs, however, hag
remaincd intaet. The army, corps, divisional, as
well as the bulk of the regimental and battalion
staffs wers in workine order and had on hand mors or
less strong cadres of the troop formations.?

The main Cerman foress onposing the 5th Armored

Division on 13 September wsre the:
256th § Panzer Regiment
Wlements of ths 5th Pa-achute Division
Hloments of the 150th Panzer Lehr Division
Miscoliancous Volksturm formationso

Opcrations

-

Pre battle movemente The U.. S, First Army planned

to make its entry into Cermany with a main thrust in the
vicinity of AACHIN, To assist in the execution of this
thrust V Corps, to the south, consisting of the 4th Iu-
fantrv Division, 28th Infantry Division, and éth Armored
Division attackod tHe much teunted "EST WALL. CCR of the
5th Armored Division was ordered to cross the OR River and

v aetrate the SITAFRITD LIVE in the vicinity of WALLINTORF,
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The following quotation from the unit history of the 5th Armored
Division indicates the Division had already done some reconnaissance
of the Line on its own initiative,

At 1815 on September 11, 1944, a strong patrol from
B Troop 85th, crossed the Our River inte Germeny and
made history. Word flashed back to division, to army,
to the werld that the first Americens were fighting on
German soil., ‘

For the next three days patrols probed the Siegfrisd
Line and found it manned by small lightly armed forces.
The enemy began building up his strength, however, and
the steep hills, mud and defiles threatened to make
movement difficult for the tanks,

This action proved to be correct for

On the 12th of Sept the 5th Armored Division was
directed to conduct reconnaissance to the SIEGFRIED
LIVE, demonstrate to its front and be prepared to break
through the German defenses in the general area
WALLEVDORF~ECTERNACE to secure objectives in Germany.

By Corps order on 13 September the 5th Armd Div was told
to reconnoitew and demonstrate against the Line in its
sector. If the Line was not held in force one Combat
Command with one Bn 112th Inf Regt was to break through
and seize the high ground east of BITBURG.'

CCB was to assist and cover the advance of CCR with
artillery support. Company A (628th TD Bn) was attached
te CCR for this gurpose° The rest of the Fattalion was
attached to CCR.

Operations 13 September. Elements of the €28th TD Bn

attached to CCR moved into position to fire into German on 13 Sept
1944, They fired all that afternoon, all the next morning and then
about 1300 hours on the 14th crossed into Germany. An interesting
observation made by members of the CCR task forces was that in all
the time during the two days of firing the enemy did not fire in
return,

Dispositions of troops may be noted on map Figure 3.

On the 13th the action, @s is shown in the following gquotations,
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consisted primarily of moving into positions and firing
into the enemy pill-boxes.

A demonstration against enemy fortifications of the
Siegfried Line with tanks, tank destroyers and artillery
fire was ordered by Corps and was carried out beginnine at
1600, 13 Septemberes.se CCR delivered direct t-nk and
artillery fire on enemy pill boxes between AMMELNIVOEN
and METTENCEN' No enemy fire was returned,$

On 13 September 1944, 24 Platoon, Company B (628th)
in position on hill mear RIAZLBACH, Luxemburg, used
direct fire msthods at 2000 yards range on German pill
boxes and other enemy targets in the vicinity of
TALLTNDORF and BITSDORF, On the same day 2d Platoon,
Company "C" moved across the MOSELLE River and fired
on enemy pill boxes northeast of YOESDORF, CGermanys
Direct fire methods were used and six pill boxed were
knocked out, after which the platoon resturned to the
bivouac areas

On 13 September 1944 Company "B" with Reconnaissance
Platoon attached, moved with the 47th Armored Inf Bn
into firing positions on high ground east and northeast
of RIZISNCRF, Luxemburg, on direct fire support for 47th
Armored Infantry Pn., attacked fortifications of the
Siegfried Line northeast of WALLEZVDORF®

Three inch gun direct fire from massed M-10s was
employed against the permanent fortifications of the
Siegfried Line, It was observed that normal AP shells
had little effect against concrete, especially when
coverad with earth,10

ess Company "C" with Reconnaissance Platoon, still
attached to the 10th Tank Battalion moved to an assembly
area five miles east of CILSNARF at 1315 hours., 1lst
Platoon, Company *C' then moved to WALLTNNORF, Germany
crossing the OUR River, and set up road blocks to pro=
tect the main body of CCRe 24 Platoon, Company 'CY,
assisted 1st Battalion. 112th Infantry Regiment, 28th
Infantry Division also attached to CCR in the seizing of
REITDORF, Luxcmbourg, and the establishinz of road blocks
there, 3d Platoon Company fC' moved to a position one
mils north of "VALLINDORF, Germany to guard the right
flank of CCR. Pioneer Platoon, Reconnaissance Company,
was attached to Company 'C%, 224 Armored Engineer
Battalion for a bridge building missione Company 'CV
was in Germany and to Major Burgess, them Captain, go
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the honors of boing the first man in the Battalion to sct
foot on German s50ile The femainder of the Battalion, exe
copt Company '/% working with CCB, crossed into Gormany on
15 Scptomber 1944 and at 1700 hours tho Battalion CP was
ostablished on Hill 408 ono mile cast of FRTLINGENW, approxe=
imotoly six miles into Gormanyeeeoll

Opcrations 14 Septombers Scc Figurc 4 .. Since there

was no largc caliber firs being returncd from the cnemy positicns
the task forces decided to crerss the OUR River and go into po=-
sition preparatery to crossing the Gay Bach the nsxt mornings

At 1130 B (14 Soptomber 44) Combat Command R with
the lst Battalién 1l2th Infantry, attackecd to break
through in the vieinity of WALLENNDORFe The infantry,
prwczded by the armor ¢rossed the OUR River at 1330 B
crossing by ford sines the bridge had beon destroyed
by tho Germans before our forces reached the river....
Progress was slow due to automatic weapens and small
arms fire, A hard rain also slowed the movement,l?2

Thz advance continucd and at 1825 the bulk of the
CCR forecs wore scross the river and on the high groundeld

Company "C" (628th TD Bn) with Reconnaissance Platoen,
still attached to the 10th Tank Fattalion, moved to an
assembly arsa 5 miles east of GILSDORF at 1315 hourss
lst Platcon Cempany "C".thon moved to WALLEYNORF,
Germany, cressing ths O“r River and set up road blocks
to protcet ths main body of CCRs &4 Platoon Company
"C", assisted lst Rattalirn, 112th Infantry Rogiment,
28th Infantry Divisien alsc attached to CCR in the
scizing of REISDORF, Luxemburg, and the establishing nf
road blocks thores 4th Platoon, Company "G" moved to
2 pesition ~ne mile nerth of WALLENDORF, Germany, to
guard ths right flank of CCR. Pionesr Platoon,
Rcconnaissance Company, was attached to Company "C'

224 Armered Enginesr Battalion for a Bridge Building
missicn.l4

Operations 15 Scptombere
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At 0800, 15 Septomber CCR rosumed the atticke Fog

and low clouds made visibility very poors Some enemy
anks had moved in front of thc combat commond during

the nights The advance against hcavy resistance con-
sisting of the enemy tanks and some 88 mm guns continued
and by noon elements had moved into HOMMERDINGENs Soon
thereafter the lst Bn 112th Infs was in BIESDORF. The
forsward momentum continued and by night Task Force Home
burg had advanced through ENZEN and STOCHEN to RETTTNGEN,
and Task Force Boyer was occupying Hill 408, which was
about a thousand yards north of FREILEVGEN and commanded
the arcneld

Cempany "B" 628 TD Bn occupied positions to command
the approaches to Hill 408,16

Company "C" had moved through the fog to attack
HOMMTRSDIVGEN and CRUCHTEN, Part of the ceompany pro=
vided flank protection for Task Force Hamburg and
the remainder of the company cstablished road blocks
to protecct CCR Headguarterse 17

On the evening 15 Septomber V Corps ordered CCB
releoscd to division control to assist in the cone
tinuatirn of the divisicn attack to scize the ob=-
joetive in tho vieinity of Bitburgel8

Opcrations 16 September,

CCB with Co "A" 628th attachcd crossed the Qur into
Germany on the 16th, passcd through WALLENDORF and
stoppsd for the night at HOMV RDINGEN, with a foree
still cngaged in cleaning out NILDERSGEGEN,19

Co A 628th went into direct and indircet artillery
positicns ppotecking CCR lincs of communication,20

CC® had continued its attack but at 1500 was still
up against heavy enemy resistance and had mede no ade
vance during the daye At 2145 they reported that the
enemy was counter=attacking five hundred yards South=
sast of WETTIVGEN, 21

The 1st Bn 112th Inf, attached to CCR was dug in
at WETTENGEN, During the day CCR threw back three
strong counterattacks at PETTEVGREN, and smashed an
armored attack,22



1st and 34 Platoons of Company "B", 828%hH were in
position southeast of Hill 408, and the 2d platoon was
rn Hill 298 near STOCHEN supnrorting lst Bn 1l2th Inf.

The lst and 2d Platocns of Co "C" in anti=tank
defense of Task Ferce Hamburg were in pesitions southe
e1st of STOCKEM and northéast of HALSDORF, réspoctivély,
while” tho 3d Platoon provided anti-tonk defonse for
CCR tralns near: HONRERDINGEN 23

Operations 17 September. See Figure 5

On 17 Sept enemy small arms, mertar and artillery
fire increased in intensity in 2all areas. At 0745 CCR
reperted that its artillery was firing on enemy tanks
to the northeast, that ths lst Bn 112th Inf Regt was
rcceiving cremy machine gun and artillery fire north-
cast of WETTEVWGEN, that the right tank column was fighte=
ing in the vicinity of STOCKEM, that artillery fire
wis coming from the north, northeast and east and enemy
tanks were to tho northeast and east. At 0830 CCR re=-
ported the fifth cnemy counter=-attack repulsed, that
o total of eight enemy tanks were knockcd outssee The
snemy attacks were supnortcd by at least forty tanks.24

The encemy counter~attacks against Task,Force Hamburg,
the right tonk column of CCR, in and around HALSDORF
and STOCKEM were launched from the vieinity of BETTTNGEN
and weore made by tanks accompanied by infantrys Artillery
fire which was placed on the attacking forces secparated
the infantry from the tankss Thce tank attack was then
broken up by tank destroyers of lst and 3d platoons of
Co "C" 628th TD bn from positions in thc vieinity of
HALSDORF and STOCKEY, and tanks on the high ground north-
cast of HALSDORF.25

Mcanwhileeeson the unforgettahble Hill 298 the sceend
platoon, (Co "B" 628th) under Lt, Lcon Renncbaum, was
engaged in desperate fightings This platoen was supproting
the 112th Regt of the 28th Inf Diveess In close support of
the feot sloggers, the platoon was suecessful in repulsing
scveral onemy counter-attacks attompting to dislodge the
Tank Destroyoers from their cxccllent firing positionss
Sgt Thomas R. K:arney and Sgte John Kalis had fired all
their ammunition and accountcd for many enemy dead and
woundedses s Pvte Grizzle and Pfe, Masters acccunted for
a good many casueltics among the attacking force. After
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into

throc destroyors were hit and damaged by cenemy fire
and tho gomaining forces were jJust abobt out of
ammunitionj Lt., Ronnebaum zave the order to withdraw,46

For this brave show of arms, .thc sscrond platoon
was recommended for the Presidential Unit Citation and
Lt Renncbaum subsequontly recoived tho Distinguished
Scrviec Crossed?

1st Bn 112th Inf was withdrawn to the vicinity of
STOCKEM™. They dug in on the high ground west of towne.
On the 17th CCB left elements of thc married Cos "B"
at HOMERDINGEN to protect CCR's rear and moved to the
WALLEVDORF, .AMVELDTNGEN, NIEDERSGTGEN area where they
wore employed destroying pill-boxes ond to protect the
left flank of the penetraticns Task Force Anderson,
loss the "B" Cos clements occupicd Hill 375, between
NIEDERSGECEN and AMYELDIVGEN, which commanded the terrain
in that scctor, Task Force Wintormute continued to hold
NIZDERSGEGLN,28

By the night of the 17th Sept th. furthest penetration
fermany had been made,

Opcrations 18 September.

No appreeciable chunges in dispositions or locations
took place on 18 Scpts.s-CCR with Task Forec Hamburg in the
vieinity of HALSNORF AND STOCKE'', and Task Force Bover
on Hill 408 were subjected to artillery fire, but sus=-
tained no major attacks, CCB continued to destroy pille-
boxes and to drive the cnemy from NIEDERSGEGEN, RITSDORF
antd from around thce bridge sitec at WALLEVDORF. The
Germans reoccupied these localities nightly by in-
filtration,29

Operations 19 September,

Ninteenth of September was the high point in the
Bat-alionts (628th TD Bn) combat history in so far as
knocking out enemy tanks during any single twenty=-four:
hour period is concerned.- Missions and positions had
remained approximately the seame as on 17 September,30

At 0400,.19 September, CCR reported enemy vehicles
moving in its sector and placed artillery concentration
on thems. Considerable movement of enemy tanks was
reported in the vieginity of METTENDORF, At 0740 the
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positions of CCR were being heavily shelled by enemy
artillerys. At 0800 the enemy launched a two-pronged
tank and infantry attack on CCR, moving southeast and
southwest from METTEIMORF. Zighteen enemy Mark IV
tanks are known to have been knocked out by CCR in re-
pelling this attacksese At 0910 CCR reported its CP
had moved to HOMMERDTNGEN to avoid enemy artillery
fireesss. CCR was attacked at 1325 from the northeast,

The attack was repulsed but CCR continued to receive
heavy artillery fire,

The 2d Bn, 112th Inf Regt going up to relieve the
1st Bn with CCR had been halted by fire north of EIESDORF.
CCB was ordered to send a force to relieve the pressure on
them so they could centinue. This pressure was neutralized
by CCB at 1600seee The lst 3n, 112th Inf Regt, having
been relieved from CCR was given the mission of pro=
tecting the bridge at WALLENDOR for the night 19-20
September, At 1800 the Commanding Officer, Division
Artillery, was ordered to move all artillery to the west
of the German border without delaye

At 1830 CCR was ordered to have 2d Bn, 112th Inf Regt,
protect its East flank while the remainder of CCR withdrew
west of the frontier to a position south of DIEKIRCHeoes.s
At 1845 Commanding Officer, Division artillery, was given
a fire line and ordered to lay heavy fire east of the line
to cover the withdrawal of CCReS1 )

Prior to the CCR withdrawal both Companies B and C
of the TDs had an artillerymant's field day, 1st Platoon,
Company "B" with Lt, Jones commanding, while in position
north of FREILTNGEN, Germany, protecting the left flank
of CCR knocked out six Mark VI tanks attempting to approach
their position frem the vicinity of HUITIFGEN, Germany,
by dircct firc at ranges from 1500 to 3600 yardse Cpls
Rice, Tank Destroyer gunner, knocked out thrnoe enemy
tanks in quick succession at 1800 yards while Cpl,.
Tomaszewski and Cpls Kiwior knocked out tanks at 3600
and 3200 yards respectivelye, Two unidentified enemy
tanks wore also knocked out by the 2d Platoon. In
addition, this Platoon assisted the tank attached to the
47th Armored Infantry Bn, in knocking out an additional
five enemy tanks of undetermined designation, while Cple
Giacomino knocked out two other enemy tanks but was un=-
ablc to identify the tanks due to enemy firee, The 3d Platoon,.
Company "C", with Lte. Feldmen commanding, established OP and
firing positions on the revers slope of a hill 1500 yards
north of HO'MERDINCE}!, Germanys Considerable enemy move-
ment was observed in the vicinity of HUTTINGEN end brought
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under fire at ranges from 1000 to 2000 yards which resulted
in one enemy Mark V tank definitely knocked out and ob=
served hits scored on six Mark VI's and one other Mark V,
which the enemy either recoversd or else completed the de=-
struction. This in one twenty=four hour period., The
Battalion received oredit for six Mark VI's, one Mark V,
and four unidentified tanks destroyed; six Mark VI's and
one Mark V probably destroyed and assisted in the de-
struction of five unidentificd tankse32
The sector held by CCB was also heavily attacked on
the 19ths At 0800 they reported the enemy working west and north-
west from RIESDORF with continuous light and medium enemy artillery
fire coming from east and northeast. They had cleared the enemy
out of RIESDORF by 1037, but at 1030 enemy infantry attacked
and took the bridge at WALLENDORFs It was held for only a short
time for by 1250 they had been forced to withdraw to the scuth=
castern edge of WALLEVDORF. At 1225 CCB repulsed an attack by
enemy tanks from the northe33
One platoon of the TD company with CCB was sent back
into Luxemburg to face into Germany and cover the approach lane
from the north cof Hill 375 located bhetween AMMTLDINGEN and
NEIDERSGEGEN.. Another TD was driven up on top of Hill 375 from
where it poured direct fire into the town of NEINDERSCEGEN in support
of Task Force Wintermute,34
Enemy fire continued to incrcase in intensity foreing
movement of the Tank Force Andsrson CP to a new saucer-like

location on Hill 375, where they organized a tight defense,d9

Task Force Winter-ute and the "married" companies B



were ordered to cover the route of march of CCR in its with=
drawal ¢96

‘Operutions 20 Septembors See Figureﬂmgy CCB was

ordered to consolidate its position and prepare te follow CCR
on 20 Septomber, Orders were, however, received from Corps
at 2005 that CCB would not be withdravn west of the ferman
border except on Corps order.o7
CCR successfully completed its withdrawal from
Germony 2nd at 0500 20 September was closing in its assembly
arca south of GILSDONe The lst and 2d Battalions, 112th
Infantry protecting the WALLEFDORF Bridge were subjected to
heavy artillery and mortar fire and enemy attacks, but retained
possession of tho bridge throughout the daye38 (CB continued
to be subjected to enemy attack and intensive artillery fires
A column of eighty Werhmacht troops, marching along
the river road from GENTIVGEYX south toward AVMELDTVGEY
was caught in the opon by the TD platoon from "B" Company
of the 628th, Subjected to a heavy fire from the platoons!
50 cale mochine guns and three inch cannons, only one of
the German soldicrs managed to crawl away,3Y
NEIDERSGEGEN was lost to the enemy and the attempt
to retake it was unsuccessfule During the night the enemy
infiltrated through the elements cof the 112th Infnatry prow-
tecting the WALLTNDORF Bridge«40 Both the threadway bridge
and timbor bridgc were demolished.%l

Operations 21 Septembere COB was continuously attacked

during the 21st by both infantry and tanks, and was subjocted
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to hostile artillery fire that grew in intensity as¥the day
grew older, To add to their difficulties heavy fog prevented
obser~-+icen of enemy activities and enabled the Germans to
infiltrate into CCB positions before they were detectede.%?2
By now the Germans had moved an Alr Force infantry
division into BIESDORF, along with elements of five other
divisions, a regiment of medium field artillery and five
battalions of assorted artillery. A tank brigade had
been badly beaten by CCR but the remmamts were still
thrown into the fight to hurl the Americans from German
5011643
During the afternoon the fog lifted and permitt-d
the Air Fopce to flyes This gave CCB temporary relief, but
as the afternoon passed and the planes had to return to their
bases the German artillery again opened upe%4
At 1930 CLB was ordered by dropped message to withe
draw west of the river beginning at 2130, CCR was ordered to
cover the withdrawal and to maintain forces along the river
at WALLENDORF. The Division Artillery was to deliver heavy
fire to cover the withdrawal, The withdrawal was executed
as planned and by 0400 22 September CCB had cleared the forde4d
Summarye <The Battle of WALLTNDORF, one of the first
battles of World War II fought on German soil was over, In
this engagement the 628th TD Battalion had been put to a sever
test, for it had operated in just about every role that could
be assigned the TDse During this assault on the SIEGFRIED LINE

the battalion employed its M=10 Tank Destroyers in the following

wayss
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(1) Anti-tank defense

(2) Road blocks

(3) Flank defense

(4; Assault of fortified positicns and pill=boxes
Direct fire against ground personnel

(6) Reinforcing Fisld usrtillery46

Scveral lessons concerning the TD's and their employ=
ment werc further proven. For cxample:

(1) The TDs cculd best be employed by attaching _
companies to major commands of the supported unit, be -
cause the Germans continued to employ their tanks piece=-
meal in delaying actlons as dupg~in guns, and in such
numbers as not to warrant the use of an entire TD
battalion against theme%7

(2) None of the HE, AP, 4AFC, or APCBDF 3-inch types
of ammunition cculd satisfactorily penetrate the concrete
fortifications of the Sicgfried Line. However, when
used against the steel doors of the fortifications the
AFCBDF ammunition would make a satisfactory penetration
and often blow the door opone48

(3) The much vaunted German Tiger Tank (Mark VI)
could be knocked out by the 3~-inch gun by a direct
frontal shot even at ranges up to 1500 yards.49

(4) T e «50 cale MG on the mount porvided on the M=10
destroyer was inadequate, particularly for firing against

Iy

ground troopse 4 ring meunt or coaxially mounted 50 cals.
MGts would be highly desirable,50

(5) Mannually operated turrets were not satisfactory
in cold weathers £Even when the 1lightest lubricants were
used it wans almost impossible teo turn the turret,5l

Another deficicncv that existed and was costly in

this battle but which was borne cut more strongly in later
operations was that most of the casualtics sustained by
the Thsresulted from the lack of an armored covering over
the turret,52
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An interasting light is thrown on this battle by
the statement of Germen Major General Frhr Von Gersdorf{f
who was Chief of Staff of thc Seventh German Armye Vhen
questioned in November 1945 and asked if he recalled any
action where the American troops were thought te have

blunderecd badly he replieds

It is my opinion that the thrust the 5th American
Armored Div and the 28th 4m Inf Div through the West
Wall noar WALLENDORF mid Septecmber 44 was neither planned
nor executed skillfully. Admittedly the terrain pree
sented spceial difficulties in that it restricted tank
attacks to certain directinns so that it would have been
nccessary to use strong forces., The objective of the
operation is not known to me, but I presume it was an
attempt to breach the West Wall in the Pirst attack and
to thrust forward up to the Rhines Strategically this .
drive represented a grave danger for the German command
but its executicn was weak and inefficient and there-
fore we were able to contain and later climinate by com=
paratively weak German forcess This enterprise caused
the Americans heavy losscs and greatly improved the morale
of the German troops who had suffcred a scrieg of defeats
previouslye For the first timoe once again it had been
possible te defeat the American tronps who were superior
in overy rospects The steady increasing fecling of in=
feriority on tho German side was reduced substantially
by this fightinge Thus the opcration was disadvantageous
to the American command in every respoct, cven if it
was meant to be only a scouting raid or an attempts
For porticulars I refer to the report presented to the
Twelfth Army Group by General Bayerlein in April 19454 93

This of course need not in any way reflcet on TD's

of TD operationse
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LOGISTICS AND PERSOVNEL

Gencrale The status of logistics and psrscomnel, of
coursc, has a direct bearing on military operatinns, It is
aporopriate then that bricf comments be made concerning these
matters and how they affected the 628th TD Bn.

In the penetration of the SIEGFRIED LINE equipment
and material losses were heavier than at any other like
period of timec in the campaigne. Supply and cvacuation
was difficult due to inability to protecet the supply line
within German territorys In the previous phases of the
campaign it had been necessary for thc combat units
to keep their combat trains close behing for protections
&f the trainse This poliéy resultcd in abnormal losses
in Germany when the train arcas were subject to enemy
artillery and mortar firce Thc withdrawal from Germany
was accomplished with the evacuatior of the majority
of the damaged vehicles which were repairable,54

Class I The platoons of the 628th werc, for the
most part, scattered and had no organized serving of hot
mcalse The men subsisted on cmergency type rations,od

Class II and IV, During the early part of the month

supplies had to be hauled apnroximately 135 miles, This
partially immobilized the service clements of the battalion
due to thc ti~e on the road to and from the supply pointe
Later in thc month & new T/b and E which would allow additional
vehicles was placed in cffect lessening to some extent this
rostricticn causcd by limited transportaticn,S6

Some items of ordnace were hard to replace, i. e,

launchers rocket, 236 in., Replacements cn M-10 and T-2
recovery vehicles were sloweb7
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Class IIle Cla=s IIT supplics bocame oritical during
this periods After unit %raiﬂg had been withdrawn from Germany
CCB became ou’ off and ammunition, gasoline and water supnlies
became nearly exhaustei, It became necessary to forpm: armored
supply convoys using half-track vehicles and fight in to
the troops,98

Class Ve Procurement of class V supplies presented

no problem, howcver, becausc of the inability to maintain the
supply lincs open ammunition bocame critically short at times.
It is notoworthy that onc of the heaviest TD engagements during
this pcriod, fought by the platoon of Lieutenant Rennebaum

on Hill 298, was broken off when the TD's became very short

of ammunitione®®

¥aintenances The performence of maintenance on the

vehicles during this period was quite a problem because of
enemy action which caused considerable damage to the wvehicles
and pormitted little time for repair. This conditions exe
istcd for only a relatively short period of tir~e, and follow=
ing the withdrawal from Germary the 628th was given time for
repair and maintenance,

Evacuation of Casualties.

During the month of September the Company Aid Nen
evacuated casualties through the 112th Infantry Bn Aid
Station and the 75th Medical Collecting Company.
During the time that the aid men were evacuating
through the 112th Infantry Aid Station, the aid
station was locatcd approximately two miles from
the front which was found to be the best meéthod of
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ovacuation.6o

Communicatione With the normal communications

available to armored units this phase presented no un=
usual problems, Because of the excellent communications
available it wdas possible to keep an accurate picture of
the situation at all tires,

Personnel,

The practice of making almost daily raquisitions
was found to work well and was continueds, The re=
placement battalion scrving the command was moved
closer thereby greatly facilitating the receipt of
replacements. The quality of roplacomoents, as in
the preceding month, ranged from very satisfactory
to exccllents Difficulty was still experienced in
obtaining certain categories of specialistss Too
much time clapsed between rcquisition and receipt
of perscunels This resulted in important positions
remaining wnfilled over too long a period; and in
MOS getting converted to meet the requisitions ==
Somctimes without sufficient accuracy. It is
appreciated that, this being a question of stockage,
it goes back ultimatcly to training necessary special=
ists at home in sufficient numbers and of the nceded
kinds., To the extent that numbers and diversity of
spccialists available as replacements can be ine
crcascd, 1t should be dones

The number of our men rceturned to duty continued
unsatifactorye The p esent policy of holding them for
30 days before usc as replaccments for other units is
not cnough,6l

Battle losses for September 62
Friendly Enemy
Killed 11 Killed =527
“lounded 38 gaptured 205

Since most of the action of this unit for the

month cf Scptember was fought during the battle described
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herein the casualties listed above are indicative of the

rosults of that battles

Morale., Remained excellent throughout this period

despite a shortage of suprlies indicataed above,

Eremy Material Losses63

Tanks and SP Guns

Pg Kw VI

Pz Kw vV

Pz Kw IV
Unidentified

Armd Car w/20 mm gun

Transport

Armd Personnel Carriocrs
Command Cars (scdan)

Gen Purposc (1 to 3 tons)
Motorcycles

Towed Guns

88 mm
40 mm

Enemy Installations

Pill=boxes
OP's

Miscellancous

MG (emplacements)
Mortar positions

Destroyed

DOy O O

-~ ©
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Damaged
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CHAPTER 4

644th TANK DESTROYER -BATTALION OPERATIONS 'IN THE ARDENNES

L l' -
:

Introduction

nger&l. The é;4th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Seif Propelled)
comman&ed byn;ieutenant Colonel Ephriam F. G(aham, Jr., sailed from
United state; on 2 January 1944, on board H.M.T. Aqu?tania. The
battalion landed i; Northern Ireland on 13 January aﬁd there con-
tinued its trainiié with emphasis placed on indireat fire.l

This unit left the United States equipped with the 3 inch
motor gun carriage, M 10, the'vehicle it retained throughout its
operations in-Europe.

On 10 May the Battelion moved to HUNGERFORD, Englend where
along with more training, preparations were made for the move to
NORMANDY Peninsula. In order to provide protection for the crews
against artillery fragments,fa cover for each tank destroyer turret
was made. These covers were made of one quarter inch armer plate.
Théy completely covered the overhead openings of the turrets.

The battalion landed in Europe on UTAH Beach on 11 July 1944,
The major portion of the battalion moved across the English Channel
on 11 July in Landing Ships, Tank. The remainder of the battalion,
also in LST's and under the control of its executive offiger, Major
Edward R. Garton, crossed the following day.2

On 15 July the battalion was attached to the US 8th Infantry

Division and although elements of the battalion were from time to

time attached to other divisions, the battalion itself remained so
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attached until early December 1544,

Friendly situation. In late autumn 1944, the U, 3. forces

driving across Europe were confronted with the ROER River in their
northern sector. The crossing of the river itself as it flowed at
this time presented no great problem. However, located on this
German river in the vicinity of URFTTALSPERRE and PAULUSHOFF were
two very important and well defended dems. The importance of these
dams was fully realized by both the Allies and the Germans. Should
these dams be blown, the released water would cause the river below
to become so swollen and swif't that a relatively small defending
force could render a military crossing in this area next to impos-
sible. The US First Army stated, in its report of operations for
that period, "Since the middle of September our attention had been
directed toward the problem presented by the ROER River dams. It
was realized at that time that no large-scale crossing of the ROER
River below the dams could be undertaken until they were in friendly
h,m'adz«:.“:3 The US First Army was commanded at that time by Lieutenant
General Courtney H. Hodges.

V Corps, TS First Army, stretched thin its lines in the south
so that it might assemble o force in sufficient strength to attack
these doms.

sooBarly in December changes were made in V Corps dispo-
sitions in order to attack in the area of the Roer Dams. On

7 December the newly attached 78th Division commenced to

arrive and close one of its regiments into assembly areas in

the zone of V Corps, its second regiment arriving the fol=-

lowing day. On 10 December the 2d Division commenced moving
its units from front line positions in the Schnee Eifel srea
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to the area of V Corps. On 12 December CCB of the
9th Armored Division was attached to V Corps, and the
2d Division was attached at 1030 hours and closed in
assembly areas. On 12 December the 78th Division
took over the center of the corps front from Lammers-
dorf to Monschau, relieving the 102d Cavalry Group.
To its leoft the 8th Division continued along the line
of the Kall to include the Brandenberg Ridge. To its
right the 99th Division still held the front from
Monschau to the corps southern boundry in the Bucholz
Forest northwest to the Losheim Gap. The 2d Division
was now assembled in the Camp Elscenborn region ready
to participate in the attack by passing through part
of the 99th Division front...4

V Corps order of the battle on 13 December 1944 was as follows,
front line units being listed in order from north to south:
V Corps

8th Div

78th Div

2d piv

99th Div

CCB 9th Armd Div (4n reserve)
102d Cav Gp (in roserve)

CCR 5th Armd Div (in reserve)®

General Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his account of World War II,
wrote the following in connection with the situation existing in

this area:

essThrough late November and early December the badly
stretched condition of our troops caused constant concerne..
In order to maintain the two attacks that we then considered
important we had to concentrats forces in the vieinity of the
Roer dams on the north and bordering the Saar on the south.
This weeakened the static, or protective, force in the Ardennes
region., For a period we had a total of only three divisions
on a front of some seventy-five miles between Trier and
Monscheu and were never .able to place more than four in that
region...0ur conclusion was that in the Ardennes region we
were running o definite risk but we believed it to be a mis-
taken policy to suspend our attacks all along the front
merely to make ourselves safe until all reinforcements ar-
riving from the United States could bring us up to peak
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strengthgm.

Enemy situation. In the fall of 1944 the Germen troops and

equipment at the front were generally in a poor state after ten
yeers of fighting and repeated Allied bombings of industries and
transportation.

The Germens were engaged in the east slong a wide front
against the Russians. On the western front the Allies were attack-
ing the border of the Homeland. The German defenders had been
forced back to the SIEGFRIED LINE and in the north to the line of
the ROER River.,

Hitler, anxious to regain the initiative and bolster home
front morale, was extremely desirous of mounting an offensive. He
reasoned that no decisi%e objectives could be gained on the eastern
front against the unlimited Russian manpower. In the west pros-
peots looked better to him. An attack through the diffiocult, but
thinly held ARDENNES could with surprise cross the MEUSE River,
capture the port of ANTWERP and destroy the northern half of the
Allied Forces. The SIEGFRIED positions were to be held with o
minimum of troops. The best units were withdrawn, reorgoenized, and
completely reequipped for this grand offensive.

Three armies were to attack. On the north, General Dietrich's

Sixth Panzer Army; in the center, General Manteuffalts Fifth Panzer

Army; on the south, General Brandenburg's Seventh Panzer Army.

Sixth Panzer Army assigned the major effort was forced, be-

cause of the terrain and narrow front, to attack with the I §
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Panzer Corps followed by 11 SS Pangzer Corps.

+osThe plan was that the Corps was to break through on its own
sector of the enemy's main field of combat with the three infantry
divisions: the 277 VGD (right) to reach the area of Elsenborn, the
12 VGD (center) To reach the area of Nidrum - Weywertz, and the
3 F J D (left) to reach the area of Schoppen - Elberdingenl..

General Kraemer, chief of staff of the Sixth Panzer Army,

in his report of the commitment of that army, wrote the following

"The best division was the 12 VGD which had an especially skilled
8

Commander and had fought excellently in the Battle of Aachen."

The lst and 12th.§§ Panzer Divisions were not to be used in

the initial breakthrough., The strength of these divisions was to
9
be conserved for the thrust beyond thise.

eseOn 14 Dec 44 at noon, the Corps took over the command of
its attack sector.

Following formations were committed in the sector:

277 VGD, the right wing of which stood at the edge of the
wood, obout 2 kms southeast of Alzen, and thus, inside the
sector of the contiguous corps (LXVII). The left wing was
near Losheim.

1 Bn of the neighboring corps on the left (LXVI) was near
Krewinkel. I

e. Moving into the assembly areas,

In the evening of the 15 Dec 44, the 12 VGD and the
3 Para Div moved into their attack sectors ond assembly areas.e.
T Tg. TSituation immediately before the attack....

The reinforccd Bn of the 277 VGD, which was in the LXVII
Corps sector, had not been relieved, so that it was absent at
The beginning of the attack. This weakened the right wing
attack group.

The 12 VGD had completed its preparations according to
plan, ond had undertoken its own security.

The 3 Para Division, which had been put under Corps com-
mand on 14 Dec 44 by Army Group (Heeresgruppe), arrived
during the carly evening of the 156 Dec 44 with only two
regiments (the second regiment of which was without heavy
weapons in some of the elements.)es.

At 0830 hrs, the artillery opened its preparatory firelg.
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Oggrations

Pre-battle movement. In the early days of December, the

US 8th Infantry Division of the US First Army was fighting its way
through the HURTGEN Forest in an attempt to capture the ROER River
Dems. The resistance displayed by the Germans proved too stubborn
for such a head-on attack by this depleted division. First US Army
commander, Lieutenant General Hodges, organized a new plan calling
for = strong ground thrust from the south, just north of the ARDENNES,
aimed at these all-important dams. The attack was to be made by the
2d Infantry Division on 13 December. To add more power to the
attack, US V Corps, on 8 December ordered the 644th Tank Destroyer
Battalion (minus one gun company and one recénnaissance platoon)
detached from the 8th Division and attached to the 24 Division,

then commanded by Major General Walter M. Robertson.

The order was received on 8 December and the battalion come
mander acccmpanied by Ceptain Harry L. Godshall, Jr., the battalion
S5-3, procecded immediately to the headquarters of the 2d Division
located at ST. VITH, Belgium, where orders for the battalion to
proceed to SOURBRODT, Belgium, on 11 Deccmber were received.

Groham and Godshall returned to the battalion area, located at

HURTGEN, Germany, con the 9th of December and plans were formulated
11 :

for the move,

On 10 December the 817th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed), a
unit believed to be less suited for coffensive operations because

its weapons were towed, relieved the 644th TD Battalion (minus
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Company B and one platoon of Reconnaissance Company). The battalion
moved to SOURBRODT the next day. From this point on in this report
when the 644th TD Battalion is mentioned, it is to be understood
that it is referring to the battalion minus Company B and one plae-
toon of Reconnaissance Company.

On the morning of 11 December at approximately 0930 hours, the
battalion set out on its move from HURTGEN to SOURBRODT. The dis-
tance was approximately 50 miles. The weather was very dold and
all roads were covered with snow., No enemy intereference was enco-
untered, however, and the battalion completed the move withoub in-
cident at 1745 hours the same dayolzThe battalion CP was set up in
SOURBRODT and the tank destroyers were serviced and made ready for
the operctions to come,

On 12 December Company A was attached to the 9th Infantry
Regiment, then located at ROCHERATH. Company A moved to the regi-
ment's assembly area located in NONSCHAU Forest north of ROCHERATH,
and clesed by dark. Company C was attached to the 38th Infantry
Regiment which wos at that time locatsd at CAMP ELSENBORN. Plans
were made to move Company C forward to the regiment!s assembly area
on order. The 644th TD Battalion was attached to the 24 Infantry
Division Artillery.l3

The plan to capture the ROER River Dams initially called for
the 9th Infontry Regiment to pass through the positions held by the

2d Reconnaissance Trocp and the 99th Infantry Division north of

ROCHERATH, and to attack ond seize that portion of the SIEGFRIED
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Line located at the WEHLERSCHEID Road Junction. The rogiment was

then to swing north and seize the town of ROHREN lying to the north
14
beyond the MONSCHAU Forest. When the 9th Infantry had taken

WEHLERSCHEID, the 38th Infantry was to pass through the 9th and
16
advance through the MONSCHAU Forest toward DREIBORN, Germany.

Operations, 13 December. At 0830 hours the 9th Inféntry began

the attack as planned. The regiment advanced thrcough the woods
along both sides of the ROCHERATH-WEHLERSCHIED Road. Because the
woods on both sides of this road contained many swamps, the tanks
and tank destroyers were confined to the road. With the morning
had come a sudden thaw. The snow on the road turned to slush.
Visibility was very poor. In order tec gain surprise, no artillery
preparations were fired. By 1330 hours the regiment had advanced
to within 600 yards of the WEHLERSCHIED Road Junction. There it
met o German strong point impervious to quick attack. The road
junction was defcended by 24 enemy pillbexes placed 20 or 30 yards
apart. In front of these pillboxes wns an anti-tonk diteh, a wide
belt of barbed wire concertinas, and thickly sewn anti-personnel
mines¢16The ROCHERATH~WEHLERSCHIELD Road was also mined, thereby
denying the infantry the dircct fire support of the tanks and tank
destroyers.

Operations, 14 Doccember. On 14 December the regiment was not

successful in its efforts to seize this strong point. This was
largely due to the lack of effective supporting artillery and to

17
the weather, which kept our tactical bombers grounded. On this

45



date the 644th TD Battalion forward CP moved to ROCHERATH. The
battalion forward CP, as was normal, consisted of the battalion
commander, the S-2 and S-3 sections, and the Reconnaissance Company.

Operations, 15 December. The morning of 15 December found the

weather still too hazy for the use of tactical bombing. The 9th
Infantry spent the day patrolling and probing the objective.

The 38th Infantry made plens this date to relieve the 9th In-
fantry on the 16th. The regiment planned to employ the 3d Batta-
lion in a flank attack against the position from the southeast.
During the day routeg and positions were reconnoitersd for the
attached tanks and tank destroyers so that their direct fire wea-~
pons could be brought to bear on the objective, thereby assisting
the 3d Battalion in the main attack. Just after dark on 15 Decem-
ber Lieutenant Colonel Welter M. Higgins, Jr., commanding officer,
2d Battalion, 9th Infantry, sent a patrol to oross the German lines.
The patrol reported the Germans off guard and an attack in strength
was mode by the 2d Battalion. The attack was successful.

Operations, 16 December. The lst and 3d Battalions, 9th In-

fantry advanced tHrough the gap in the enemy lines, made by the

2d Battalion, prior to daylight on 16 December. By 1200 hours,

what was to be remembered as "Heartbreak Crossroads” was taken, and

the\9th Infantry was in the process of consolidating its positions.
Due to the success of the 9th Infantry attack, the 38th Infan-

try did not carry out the attaock plenned the previous day, but ad-

vanced north to pass through the 9th Infantry as called for in the
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original plan. By 1700 hours the 38th Infantry was located in a
defensive position for the night along the high ground approxi-
motely 1100 yards directly east of the WEHLERSCHIED Road Junctione.

Company €, 644th TD Battalion, which hed been in support of
the 38th Infantry was disposed as follows on 16 December: 24 Pla-
toon located just east of ROCHERATH-WEHLERSCHIED Road approximately
6500 yards north of ROCHERATH; lst Plaﬁocn located approximately
3000 yards north of ROCHERATH and 600 yards east of the ROCHERATH=~
WEHLERSCHIED Road in the vieinity of 2d Battalion, 395th Infantry
Regiment, 9%th Infantry Division; the remainder of Company C was
located in ROCHERATH where the company CP had been moved this
date.la

Late in the evening of 16 December Companies A and C were
ordered relea;ed to 644th TD Battalion control as of 17 December,

On 16 December the Germans launched their counteroffensive in
the ARDENNES. Their attack extended from XESTERNICE in the north,
to include all of the LUXEMBOURG frontier in the south. In the
area immediately concerning the 2d Division the Germans had attacked
the over-extended 99th Division lines and succceded in loeal pene=-
trations. The US lines held, however, and by the end of the day
the situation was partially restored. The Germans had, in their
attack, succeeded in breaoking contact between the 99th Division on
the north of MANDERFELD, and the 106th Division on the south of

19
MANDERFELD by eapturing that town.
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On the afternoon of 16 December the 23d Infantry Regiment,

?d Infantry Division, then located at CAMP ELSENBORN, received
orders to attach its 1lst and 3d Battalions to the 99th Division.
The 1lst Battalion was attached to the 394th Infentry. This bat-
talion left on trucks at 2330 hours and proceeded to BULLINGEN
where the troops were detrucked and marched southeast -to HUNNINGEN
where the battalion took up a defensive position. The 3d Battalion
was attached to the 393d Infantry, and left its area on trucks at
1400 hours, At 1630 hours the battalion arrived at the western
edge of KRINKELT Forest and immediately deployed north and south of
the roed, in the 393d Infantry area.

The 2d Battalion, 23d Infantry Regiment, under 234 Infantry
control, was moved at 1345 hours a distance of approximately 15
miles by truck to an assembly area 3000 yards north of XKRINKELT,
arriving at 1430 hours;zo

Operations, 17 and 18 December. Early on 17 December the

German 1st SS Panzer Divigion committed its armor in the attack.
The division smashed to the northwest on the railroad running from
LOSHIEM to BUTGENBACH, and overren the town of HONSFELD. By 0830
hours the armored force was in BULLINGEN, and shortly thereafter
sent an armored thrust northwest toward the villages of WIRTZFELD
and KRINKELT.Zl

The 644th TD Battaellon received information of the heavy
armor attack advancing toward BULLINGEN.*'0n6 platoon of the Recon~

naissance Company, commanded by First Ligﬁteaant Edward B. Patterson,
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was immediately sent to establish and maintain contact with the
enemy tanks. The platoon was surrounded in BULLINGEN and the
1st Section was captured. The 2d Section escaped capture by
breaking from the encirelement.

To meet the enemy armor thrust driving from the southeast
1st Platoon, Company C, 644th TD Battalion, and one platoon of the
741st Tank Battalion were ordered to pick up infantry of the 234
Infantry and proceed south. At 0845 hours the tank destroyers and
tanks contacted Company E. 24 Battalion, 23d Infantry, north of
ROCHERATH, With the company of infantry mounted on the tanks and
tank destroyers, the small force moved south through ROCHERATH and
inte KRINKELT. Colonel Stokes, assistent division commender, 24
Infantry Division, met these tanks and tank destroyers at KRINKELT.
He ordered the tank destroyers and that part of Company E mounted
on them to go to WIRTZFELD. The four tanks and accompanying infan-
try, he ordered to BULLINGEN under Captain Byrd. The tanks had
gone only a short distance out of KRINKELT when they encountered
a Mark‘IV tank, a half track, ond an ermored car. The infantry dis-
mounted and took cover while the tanks prepared to open fire. Memn=-
while the three tank dustroyers whicl had turned right toward
WIRTZFELD sighted the enemy vehicles. After the infantry had dis-
mounted, the tank destroyers immediately opened fire and knocked
out all three enemy vehicles. The infantry from the tanks and tank
destroyers joined forces and captured 12 prisoners who were hiding

22
along the road in the vicinity of the three enemy vehicles,
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Company A (minus 2d Platoon), 644th TD Battalion, had been
ordered to WIRTZFELD early on the morning of 17 December and ar-
rived just as the lst Platoon, Company C, had knocked out the three
enemy vehicles. The commanding officer, Company A, was wounded by
a shell fragment and evacuated. First Lieutenant Clarence Steves
assumed command of Compeny A and was ordered %o provide anti-armor
defense for WIRTZFELD, relieving Company C without delay. Command=-
ing officer, Company C, was ordered to provide anti-armor defense
for ROCHERATH-KRINKELT area. With the bulk of the battalion located
in WIRTZFELD and KRINKELT, the forward CP (mings fhe Reoonnaissance
Company) was moved to WIRTZFELD. (Captain Godshall, the battalion
S-3, was ordered to take command of Compeny A late in the afternoon
of this date, The commanding officer 38fh Infantry assumed re-.
sponsibility for the defense of ROCHERATH~KRINKELT area.25

The 2d Battalion, 9th Infantry, and the 34 Battalion (minus
Company K), 9th Infantry haa moved from WEHLERSCHIED down to
WIRTZFELD about noon on 17 December. The 2d Battalion was given
the mission of protecting the road out of WIRTZFELD to the caste
The 3d Battalion (minus Company K) was positioned between WIRTZFELD
end BULLINGEN with the mission of protecting WIRTZFELD from the
direction of BULLINGEN which was in the hands of the Germans. The
commanding officer, 9th Infantry was made responsible for the de-
fense of WIRTZFELD where his CP was now located.

From the time the elements of the tank destroyer battalion

moved to WIRTZFELD and KRINKELT, heavy ertillery fell throughout
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the ared..

On 17 December the Germans pushed forward directly from the
eest in an attempt to take ROCHERATH and KRINKELT, and joined its
southern forces attacking toward BULLINGEN and BUTGENBACH. The
enemy unit making this attack directly from the east was the German

277 Volksgrenadier Division reinforced with assault guns. The plan

for this attack was recorded by General Kraemer as follows:

easThe 277 Volks Gren Div was to continue their attach on
both sides of Udenbreth past Krinkelt=-Wirtzfeld fro a later
assault on Sourbrodt, south Elsenborn. The division was reine-
forced by an assault gun detochment that had not been ready for
the commitment on 16 Dec (because the last parts of this detach-
ment could only be extricated during the night 15/15 Dec). It
was to be expected that the division with their attack in the
direction of Elsenborn would gain terr%in and contain the enemy
forces that were situated in this area%?.

The seriousness of the attack was realized by Major General Walter
M. Robertson, the 24 Infantry Division commander. One platoon of
Company A, 644th TD Battalion was sent to guard the crossroads
located about 1400 yards east of ROCHERATH. Also sent to this lo-
cation were the Ammunition and Piomeer Platoon, Company K and lst
Platoon, Company M, all elements of the 3d Battalion, 9th Infantry.
Orders to proceed to this location were recéived while this unit
was proceeding south between ROCHERATH and WIRTZFELD. The unibs
bearing the brunt of the German attack aimed east toward ROCHERATH
were those of the 23d and 393d Infantry Regiments. It was apparent
that this line was about to give way to the German thrust.

The movement of the lst Battalion, 9th Infantry, to the secuth

was intercepted by General Robertson about 4000 yards morth of
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ROCHERATH. The battalion was ordered to move to the road junction
recently occupied by the platoon of Company A, 644th TD Battalion.
General Robertson punctuated the urgency of the situation by person=~
ally loading the leading elements of the infantry in commandeered
2% ton trucks and leading them to within 1000 yards of the road
net.sthe commending officer, lst Battalion, 9th Infantry had orders
to command all friendly troops in the area. The battelion managed
to get Companies A and B astride the road facing southeast just as
darkness fell.

The commanding officer, lst Battalion, having of necessity
left all the battalion anti-tank mines in the WEHLERSCHIED area,
contacted the tank destroyer platoon leader and arranged for the use
of anti~tank mines in the possession of the tank destroyer platoonwas
The problem of setting up o defense in this area, at this time, was
extremely difficult. The clements in contnct with the enemy were
falling back in a disorganized fashion. The area was subjected to
direct enemy machine gun fire. With darknsss setting in the units
attempted to set up their defenses in an unfamiliar area.

The commanding officer, Company I, 23d Iafaontry arrived withe
out men from the east., He was shown the area he would occupy and
defend when and if he could get control of his company. A hurried
defense plan was given the company commanders at the 1st Battalion
CP, located 300 yards northwest of the crossroads.

The battalion artillery liaison officer had been out of conw-

tact with his artillery battalion for over two hours. He worked
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feverishly to restore communications and as darkness set in he
succeeded, He immediately plmnned his defensive fires along the
road in frent of the position(27

With the darkness came the first enemy attack. The entire
situation was confusing. While the enemy was attacking, elements
of the withdrawing front line units were entering the battalion's
position from the same direction. In attempting to allow friendly
elements to pass into this position, enemy vehicles, including
tanks, were allowed to pass through. When this was discovered, a
"daisy chain®, made of the tank destroyer platoon's antitenk mines,
was dragged across the road. This measure along with artillery fire
support and direct fires from the battle position stopped the attack.

By midnight this force had destroyed five enemy tanks and an un=-
determined number of foot troops. Throughout the night artillery
fire was placed continuously in front of the position.

At 0645 houré on 18 December the full force of the German
armor fell in this zone. Every means at hand was employed to repsl
this attack, but the task became impossible. Had it not been for a
platoon of Company A, 741st Tank Battalion, which was sent forwurd
to the position about noon, this unit could not have been withdrawn.
By employing tremendous amounts of artillery fire and counterattacks
by the tenk platoon, the defenders were able to withdraw through the
2d Battalion, 38th Infantry, and assemble 2000 yards northwest of
ROCHERATH,

For this action at the crossroads near ROCHERATH, known to the
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men of the battalion as "Purple Heart Corner", the lst Battalion,
9th Infantry, received a Presidential Citation. Throughout this
entire defensive action, the 24 Platoon, Company A, 644th TD Batta-
lion, remained in its position at the orossroads, lending its support
to the 1st Battalion. The platoon withdrew with the lst Battalion.
This platoon proceeded to KRINKELT on the afternoon of 18 December
and was attached to Compeny C, 644th TD Battalion.

The German®s view of the action of 18 December on this front as
expressed by General Kraemer, was as follows:

eseThe attempts, to win the roads from Monschau to Euskir-
chen to the camp at Elsenborn, and from there the roads from
Bullingen to Weismes, were continued in cooperation with
277 V.G.D., that continued the attacks near Udenbreth.

" The 277 V.G.D. advanced well forward on 18 Des, and took
the heights north of Wirtzfeld. With this the Division was
freed and together with the 12 V.G,D, could attack in the
direction of Elsenborn. This was ordered for the 19 Dec.
The attacks -~ Monschau ~- and Elsenborn =- had to be under
the direction of LXVII Corps.

The 12 V.G.D, had together with the 12 SS Pz Div taken
Buellingen afier a hord battle. Both divisions fought for
the village Butgenbach against a strongly defended enemy,
who for the first time atbtacked with tanks.

hen the 644th TD Battalion CP moved from ROCHERATH to WIRTZ-
FELD on 17 December, the Reconnnissonce Company (minus one platoon)
remained in its position in ROCHERATH. At about 2030 hours that
night the Germans who had passed through, and to the south of the
defensive position of the lst Battalion, 9th Infantry, forced their
attack into ROCHERATH. The attack fell in the area of the Recon-
naissance Company, The CP group was organized by the commanding

officer and the company attempted to repel the enemy attack. The
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company managed to hold off the attackers until late in the morning
of 18 December, at which time the attack ceased. During this action
the company destroyed an enemy tank, damaged another, and accounted
for about 20 casualties among the enemy. The compony lost all ve-
hicles open to the attacker%s view, but suffered only minor personnel
casunlties.

On 18 December the commanding officer, 644th TD Battalion, was
made responsible for the anti-armor defense of the WIRTZFELD area.
Company C, 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed), and three guns of
the 80lst Tank Destroyer Battalion (Towed) were attached to the
644th TD Battalion. Throughout the day of 18 December elements of
the 394th Infentry and lst Battalion, 23d Infantry withdrew through
the defensive positions of the WIRTZFELD-KRINKELT area.

The 80lst TD Battalion had been attached to the 99th Division
since 9 November 1944, This battalion had met the brunt of the
German attock with the 99th Division. The three guns attached to
the 644th TD Battalion on 18 December wore of the lst Platoon,
Company A. These were the only guns remaining in Company A.
Lieutenant Colenel F. B. Horsfall, commanding officer, 80lst TD
Battalion wrote of this in the unit's after sotion reports

s2618 Dec -~ At O215A the 1st plat of Co A was ordered to
proceed to WIRTZFELD thru KRINKELT. Upon reaching WIRTZFELD
they met with the 23d Regt, 2d Div. There they set up AT
defense on the North and East side of town with their remain-
ing three guns. The rest of the.Co which had lost the majority
of its equipment were employed with the infantrye...

All of the remaining guns of the Bn, less three in WIRTZFELD,
were placed East of Elsenborn in AT defense. A provisional
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company was organized from these gun crews and placed undsr

the command of the Co C commander...

The concensus of opinions of the plat leaders and the

gun crews are that if it had not been for the fact of the

non-mobility of the towed gun eand the lack of armor pro-

tection for the gun crews and in most casss the over-run-
ning of the gun positions by the infantry many more tanks

and vehicles could have been destroysd:iy.

Enemy action on 18 December in the area consisted of armer
and infantry attacks from the south and southeast, None of the
attacks were successful, but the pressure being brought to bear by
the powerful enemy caused the U. S. forces to plan a withdrawsl to
the better defensive terrain of ELSENBORN Ridge approximately two
miles west of ROCHERATH and WIRTZFELD. The pulling back of the
forward units of V Corps resulted in the concentration of force in

a tight semicircle to the west of ELSENBORN.

Operations, 19 December. The withdrawal was planned for the

night of 19 December. Enemy artillery fire was moderate during the
withdrawal. Company C covered the %ithdrawal from ROCHERATH =~
FRINKELT as rear guard. Company A covered the withdrawal from
WIRTZFELD which was set on fire. The withdrawal was accomplished
without undue difficulty.

On ELSENBORN Ridge. Prior to daylight on 20 December, one

platoon of Company C moved inte position on the high ground east of
BERG in support of the 38th Infantry. Company A moved into reserve
in ELSENBORN. One platoon of Company A moved to high ground east
of ELSENBORN to provide anti~-armor protection from the east. The

battalion forward CP was established in BERG.
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On the morning of 20 Décember the 24 Division commender,

Major General Robertson, called the commanding officer, 644th TD

30

Battalion, to personally commend the battalion.

area

General Kraemer recorded the asctions of the Germans in this
on the 19th of December as follews:

va0sl9 December:

On ‘that day the enemy countermeasures were quite obvious..
The enemy resistance at the LXVII Army Corps was growing.
Counterattacks were made in the nortn. 1The terrain captured
during the preceding deys had to be given up. Kalterherberg
south of Monschau was taken. The 277 VG Div reached the road
Forsterei WﬁhlerscheldwRocherath. On the Whole, no perceptible
progress was made.- On 18 Dec, a Volksartillery Corps was
attached to the LXVII Army Corps and was moving up to the new
positions.

The 12 SS Pz Div and 12 VG Div of the I SS Pz Corps could
no more advenge against the incéreasing enemy forces. The
terrain being very muddy, the infantry advanced only slowly,
and the tanks could not be committed off from the road. Enemy
anti-tank guns and tanks were well emplaced. Stronger artil-
lery fire and the difficult 4errain would probably prevent our
breakthrough past Buettgenbach, because it was ne more possible
for the attacking forces to move into the assembly positions.
Evidently the two divisions did not find the appropriate ter-
rain for the attack, the ba%tallons could not advance on the
muddy ground and had to use:the roads, where they were exposed
to the enemy artillery. That caused temporarily on incoordi-
nated direction of the two divisions. Tanks, that during the
morning hours had found by-passing road south of Buettgenbach
broke down in the mud at the west end of the village and only
at night could be removed from there with great difficulties.
A further advonce was impossible the weather continued like
this. Therefore, the Army gave order in the afternoon that
the 12 $S Pz Div oease the attack, be extracted rapidly and
assemble in the arsa Baasen - Losheim - Mandersfeld, and bs
sent either after the 1 SS Pz or the 9 5§ Pz DivSi.

Summa. Y During the period covered by this report the 644th

TD Battalion's offensive operations were severely limited due %o

the terrain ond weather. The method in which the battalion opera=-

ted is shown however., As was normal, the battalion itself was
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attached to division artillery. The compenies were attached to the
infantry regiments. The platoons were attached to the infantry
battalions. "hen working with infentry on the offensive, the
battalion attempted to operate in units no larger than platoon
strength.

On the defensive the battalion opsrated where possible in
company strength. At times however, wheg it was more suitable, it
operated in plotoon strength. Also, because of their flexible or-
ganization, there were times when platoons were attached to come
panies of the battalion other than their parent companies.

In regard to destroying enemy armor in this operation, the
38th Infantry recorded the following:

«oeIn the attack, every effort was madc to keep tanks and
TD's well forward to place direct fire on enemy fortifications
and to repel any counterattacks. When the enemy launched his
offensive available elements of 74lst Tk Bn and 644th TD Bn,
SP, were employed to counter enemy armor. Because of the su-
perior firepower and frontal armor of the enemy tanks, our
armor was employed in TD fashion, taking up firing positions
along the flanks of approaches and placing their fire on the
flank and rear of enemy tanks. Normal procedure in countering
enemy armored attacks on Rocherath and Krinkelt were to toke
enemy armor under fire with medium artillery before it reached
our lines; then to hit individual tanks from the {lank with
our tanks, TD's and 57 mm AT guns, and mop up infiltrations.
Destroyed were set afire with gasoline-oil mixes poured on
them and with thermite grenades set in gunbarrels which burned
through the barrels. The 57mm AT gun proved very unsatis-
factory, only one effective hit being sccred on the turret of
one enemy tank. Medium artillery proved effective in breaking
up enemy tank formations. The close teamwork between infantry,
artillery, tanks and TD's accounted for 69 known enemy tanks,
plus several armored trucks and scout cars?,

When the 2d Division had completed its withdrawal to the

ELSENBORN Ridge ares, General Hodges phoned the following message
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to General Robertson: ™Vhat the 2d Division has done in these past

four days will live forever in the history of the United States

33
Amy o i}

The 644th TD Battalion indeed played en important peart in the
defense of this area, for during the period starting on the morning
of 17 December and ending on the night of 19 December, the batta-
lion destroyed 17 enemy tanks, knocked out two SP guns, and damaged
two enemy btenks. . @

Logistics and Personngl-

General. The 644th TD Battelion during the period covered by
this report was well supplied with materiels and personnel;' Moving
supplies from the battalion CP located at SOURBRODT tc the forward
CP in ROCHERATH became a problem when the Germans launched their
counteroffensive. The only practical route from SOURBRODT to the
forward CP was the ELSENBORN=-BUTGENBACH-BULLINGEN-KRINKELT road.

On the morning of 17 December & battaliom supply convoy moving to
the west, met the advancing Germans on the eastern edge of
BULLINGEN. The supply vehicles were able to withdraw to ELSENBORN.
Oonly after much difficulty did they succeed in reaching the forward
CP by moving over foot trails southegst of ELSENBORN. Many routes
appeared on the mep in'this area but these routes proved to be but
trailss An engineer unit made o road from WIéTZFELD to ELSENBORN
by enlarging one of these trails and it was used by all units in

the area for both supply and withdrawal.
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FIRST ARMOR ACRCSS THE ROER

Figure 9. An M-10 of the 644th TD Battalion,






Class I« At no time were Class I supplies short in supply. .
1258 |
Prior to 17 December the rations were picked up by company vehicles
from the battalion CP, These consisted of 5 in 1 rations and wheh
available, fresh meats and vegetables were sent forward. Three
days supply of rations were carried with each unit. The company
kitchen trucks were kept in the battalion CP area.

Classes II and IV. These classes of supply presented no

problem. The only items not readily available were certein ord--
nance items. Due to the proximity of division and army supporting
ordnance units and readily available transportation, these needed
items could be obtained with little difficulty.

Class III. Because this unit was squipped with M-10 motor gun
carriage, the fuel problem would have been that of diesel fuel.
There was at no time however, any shortage in this fuel.. There was
also no problem in the supply of gasoline.

Class V. Ammunition supply was no problem during this period.
There seemed to be always more than enough smnll arms ammunition
available. This uwnit had opportunity to replace their 3 inch motor
gun carriage, M-10 with the M~18 at vardious times in Burope. How=-
ever, beeausc the supply of 3 inch ammunition scemed always to be
adequate, the commonder retained the M-10. Such was the case during
this operation, an adequate supply of 3 inch ammunition was at all
times available. HVAP (high veloeity armor piercing) proved most

effective and was in goed supply.
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Mgintenance: 'This battaldoh was well taihod in vehidular
maintenance. Because of this the maintenance problem was kept to a
minimum. Also, because of the excellent availability of Class II
supplies ond the availability of ordnance units, no serious prob-
lems were encountered.

Communications. This battalion used much wire. It made a

practice of installing wire between its CP and the switchboard of
the division to which it was attached. The forward CP also in-
stalled wire to the nearest regimental switchboard. Because of
this, radio had to be used only between platoons and as a supple-
mentary means of communications for forward and rear CP's and the
companies.

Personnel. This battalion was kept to its authorized strength

most of the time. The replacements received were seldom tank de~
stroyer personnel. However, because the battalion had lost only
between 10 and 15 percent of the personnel it landed with in

NORVANDY, the training of these replacements presented no problem.
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