CHAPTER §
704TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

On 11 July 1944 the M4th Tank Destroyer Battalion left the
marshalling area in southafn England and boarded LCT's at South-
hampton. On the following day the battalion landed on Utah Beach on
the Normandy coast of France. Shortly afteérwards the battalion
joined the recently arrived 4th Armored Division.

On the morning of 17 July the battalion left the beach area
with the 4th Armored Division and went into a defensive position in
the vicinity of Raids, France. The battalion was in general support
of CCB, 4th Armored Division with the mission of furnishing indirect
fire for the front line armored infentry battalions.

The battalion took up firing positions in fields approxi-
mately one half mile behind the armored infantry battalions. The
battalion remained under control of its own battalion commenddr and
his staff, It was assisted in its fire missions, which consisted of
firing at enemy observation posts, snipers in buildings and church
steeples, ond area tergets in the orchards, by the forward obser%érs
of the 4th Armored Artillery battalions and by the mortaer platoon
leaders of the armored infantry battalions. Although much firing
was done, the extent of damage was never ascertained.

Through fhe month of August and early September the T4th
moved with the 4th Armored Division in the exploitation phase of the
Battle of France. During this exploitation the M4th lost its in-
tegrity as a battalion operating under command of its battalion

commander. It was decentralized and its units were attached to the
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Combat Commands of the 4th Armored Division. One company was attached
to Combat Command A; one eompany to Combat Command B; and the remain-
ing compony end the Battallion Headquarters were attached to the Re-
serve Command.

In this manner of attachment the company commanders remained
at the Combat Command command post and received their orders from
the Combat Command commander or his representative. In turn the
company commanders would transmit their orders to their platoon
leaders whose platoons wowld normally be supporting a reinforced
tenk battalion.

The battalion commpnder and his staff kept in close touch
with his company commanders by personal visits to the Combat Command
command posts. Supply, evaocuation, and replacements were executed
through the logistical channels of the 4th Armored Division.

Undoubtedly one of the most descriptive and typical examples
of the use of tank.destroyers with both the infantry and armored
units was the action of the 704th during the Battle of Arracourt,
Fronce. There the speed, maneuveribility and firepower of the tank
destroyers were cxploited in their fullest; with results that were
successful beyond even the highest hopes of the backers of this type
of anti-tank tacticssl

The general situation was as follows: During the eardy. part
of Septsmber the Third Army was meking rapid progress against what
appeared to be a somewhat confused Germsn Army, The unrelenting

pressure exerted against the enemy lines was practically impossible
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for the Germmns to contain for more than brief periods of time.
Without a doubt the Americans were on the move; and they had every
intent of keeping the offensive rolling.

On the 16th of September General Patton got his Corps Com-
manders together and gave them two important objectives as their
next missions. The XX Corps was to advance as rapidly as possible
ond seize FRANKFORT., The XII Coerps'! mission was the capture of
DARMSTADT and the establishing of a bridgehead east of the Rhine.
The XV Corps was to follow the XII Corps and be prepared to take
MANHEIM on order,

The tentative target date for the XII Corps attack was set
for the 18th of September. The maneuver plan was a column of divi-
sions with the 4th Armored Division in the lead. It was decided to
strike between SARREGUEMINES and SAARBRUCKEN.Z

As was stated, the penetrating force was to be the 4th
Armored Division. It was to be followed by General Paul Baade's
35th Infantry Division whose mission was to send one regiment to
accompany the armor, and to use the remainder in widening the gape
General Horace McBride's 80th Infantry Division was told to mop up
eny remaining pockets of enemy resistance, get behind the attacking
column, take SAARBRUCKEN, and continue on to the RHINE.

This was the general plan for a rapid advance to the RHINE,
but as usual, the Germans had ideas of their own. They were already
on the march to launch a counterattack with elements of their Fifth

Panzer Army, which most certainly was going to interrupk the
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execution of the Third Army's plans.

On the 18th of September General John S. Wood, commender of
the 4th Armored Division, issued orders for the resumption of the
advance on the following day: CCB to move from DELME ON SAARBRUCKEN,
CCA was to move from the ARRACOURT aroce along the center road in the
XII Corps zone (MORHANGE, PUTTELANGE) end by using subsidiary roads
on the south flank towards SARREGUIMINES.

But the Germans did a little attacking of their own on the
18th of September at LUNEVILLE, foreing CCA to send a task forece to
help CCR whose position at LUNEVILLE was being menaced.

And so, on the night of tha 18th of September the 4th Armored
Division was situated as follows:

CCR had thrown off the German attack with minor losses and
was holding its position.

CCB was deployed neor FRESNES-EN-SAULNOIS, ready for its
attack on SAARBRUCKEN on the following daye

CCA, minus the task force it had sent to CCR, was assembled
about 12 miles southeast of ARRACOURT.3

Since our first account of tenk destroyer action concerns it-
self with the tank destroyers attothed to CCA, the details as to the
position of units of that command ere of importance.

The sector assigned to CCA was an extended one, reaching
from CHAMBREY south nearly to the MARNE-RHINE CANAL. The protection
of the north flank between CHAMBREY and ARRACOURT was the responsi-

bility of an armored infantry battalion reinforced with a company of
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medium tankse

Another medium tank company, Company C of the 3Wth Tenk
Battalion, was the combat outpost at the crossroads at LEZEY, about
4 or 5 miles northeast of ARRACOURT.

CCA Headquarters, the attached field artillery, and a pla-
toon of tank destroyers were grouped in and around ARRACOURT. The
attached engineers held the south flank.

1t seems that at this time, the night of the 18th of
September, CCA was additionally told to protect the city of NANCY.
Reports from air observers and ground reconnaissance patrols had
stated that elements of a German Panzer Division, the 111th Panzer
Brigade, and units of the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division were con-
centrating to the southeast of ARRACOURT. It was thought that the
Germens were preparing an attack against the bridgehead at NANCY;
hence, the mission of the protection of NANCY for CCA94

What was actually occurring was that the German 113th Panzer
Brigade, with 42 Panther tmnks of the Mark V Battalion, and the
2113th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, had moved from BOURDONNAY in a
successful night march, reorganized its advance guard near LEY, and
was pushing its way toward BEZANGE.

At this point it is of extreme importance to talk about the
weather, for it actually played a major role throughout the fight-
ing. There was a seemingly permanent heavy fog coupled with mist
and rain at intervals. Actually, the fog was so dense at timss that

visibility was to all practical purposes nom-existent. This fog
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played a dual role in that it protected the German armor from air
attack, but at the same time permitted Americen armor to fight at
close quarters where the larger range of the German Panther tank gun
was of no advantage.5

The stage was now set for action. It was early in the foggy
morning of the 19th of September. German armored units were gener-
ally known to be in the area. CCA was deployed as described pre-
viously, and was preparing for its own advance while awaiting the
return of the task force it had sent to the aid of CCR at LUNEVILLE.

Captain Evans, the commander of Company C, 704th Tank De-
stroyer Battalion, (the company attached to CCA) stated that at this
time his mission was that of supporting the anti-tank mission of the
tanks, and when necessary, to furnish protection for the combat
trains going to and from the Division Supply Point.

The first reported ocontact with the German armor oceurred
near LESEY where Company C of the 37th Tank Battalion was outposted.
A section of M~4 tanks were in position just south of LESEY when
suddenly out of the dense fog which permeated the arce appeared a
Panther tonk, hardly 75 yards from the two American btanks. The
Panther, and two additional Germsn tenks were destroyed almost withe-
in a matter of seconds; the remaining German tanks turned away in a
southerly direction.s

Now Lt. Leiper and the 3d Platoon of Capt. Evans® company of

the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion enter the picture with their

brilliant action against the German armored thrust. As told by
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‘Lt. Leiper, this is what happened:

For some time prior to the 19th of September, Compeny C of
the 704th was assisting in manning the combat outpost on the high
ground north of ARRACOURT. Its Command Post was located at XANREY
and the company had two platoons placed on the line on the ground
east of MOYENVIC and its 3d Platoon in reserve with CCA Heedquarters
in ARRACOURT. Their system was alternating the platoons every three
days to give each one some rest from the guard detail. The 5lst
Armored Infantry was deployed along the MOYENVIC line and the tank
destroyers were being used as an infantry support team. Along the
same line, but just west of LESEY was Capt. Tanner with tanks of the
35th Tank Battalion.

On the night of the 18th of September the 3d Platoon of -
Company C, with Lt. Leiper in command, was brought back to ARRACOURT
ofter being relieved from its tour on the line. It had spent an
oextra day on the front and was tired and ready for a little rest.
Thers had been no anti-tank action on the line, but the machine guns
of the tank destroyers had been used effectively against enemy night
patrols attempting to pierce the areca. And so the platoon bedded
down, with no forethought of any action in the immediate future.

About 0730 of the 19th of September Lt. Webb, the Communica-
tion Officer of CCA, rushed in to Lt. Leiper and told him to alert
his platoon immediately but could offer no explanation as to the
reason for the emergency. A short time later, Capt. Dwight, a

ligison officer from the 37th Tank Battalion hurried in and asked if
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the platoon was ready. By this time Lt. Leiper was sure something
big was up, and his thoughts were confirmed with the arrival of
Colonel Clark, CCA commander, who ordered the platoon to follow
Capt. Dwight to a certain HILL 279 and take up positions there as =n
outposte.

But further than that, Lt. Leiper had no idea as to the
enemy situation or as to what was occurring in the immediate area.
Probably no one knew exactly what was happening, cxcept that there
were a lot of German tanks rumbling around the zone,

Lt. Leiper and his platoon followed Capt. Dwight on the road
to RECHICOURT. It is interesting to note that Lt. Leiper, as pla-
toon leader, did not ride in a tonk destroyer, but rode at the head
of his platoon in a jeep. This type of guidance had been decided
upon by the tank destroyer Battalion Commender in England who hed
reasoned that it gove the platoon leader a better chance to direct
the aotions of his 5 tank destroyers; whereas, if he were squeezed
in one of the tank destroyers he would be more apt to fight the one
tank destroyer rather than the five.

As they reached RECHICOURT, enemy fire started coming in
from the east, and Capt. Dwight jumped from his jeep to ask Lt.
Leiper if he thoﬁght it was direct fire; and it certainly was,
Again, the rain and fog made it impossible to determine exactly
where the shooting was coming from.

The platoon ontinued through RECHICOURT and was relieved to

recognize an American jeep barreling down the road from BESSINGEN.
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Lt. Leiper turned his platoon off the main road in RECHICOURT and
started north on a narrow lane for about one thousand yards to the
vicinity of HILL 246, They then started cross country up toward
HILL 279 which had woods to the front end the right,

As the hill was approached, Lt., Leiper, who was still in
front with his jeep, was startled to see the muzzle of o Germen
tank gun sticking out through the trees at what seemed to be less
than 30 feet oway! He immediately gave the dispersal signal and the
mony months of continuous practice proved its worthiness as the
platoon promptly deployed with perfect accord,

The lead tank destroyer, commanded by Sgt. Stacey, had
evidently seen the German tonk at the same time as Lt. Leiper, and
opened fire immediately. 1Its first round scored a direct hit, ex-
ploding the German tenk. The flames of the burning tank revealed
others bohind it in a V-formation, and Sgt. Stacey's next round hit
a second German tank, bubt immediately afterwards he had his own tank
destroyer knocked out by fire from a third German tank. This enemy
Mark IV was taken under fire by the No. 2 tank destroyer, and was
destroyed. Ths maneuver ond fire of the 3d tank destroyer got an-
other German tank as it tried to back out of the unhealthy situa-
tion, and a fifth cenemy tank was destroyed almost immediately there=-
after.

The entire affair was over in a motter of minutes, and as
soon as the shooting had stopped, Lt. Leiper ordered the platoon to

the areon to moke sure the enemy tanks were all out of action and to
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be certain that there were no more there,

The box score for that short action stood af 5 German tanks
destroyed, and one tank destroyer knocked out of action. The tank
destroyer had been hit on en angle along the base of its gun barrel
and through the gun shield. The ricocheting round had bounced
around the interior of the tank.

The platoon withdrew about five hundred yards to a defi-
laded position behind a small rise. Security sections were posted
around the perimenter and the damaged tank was sent back under its
own power so that the injured could get medical care immediately. .
The a;sistant driver had been killed at once, and all the others
except the gun sergeant had been wounded by the ricocheting shell.
After this engagement Lt. Leiper stated that he no longer permitted
the assistant driver to stay in the tonk destroyer when action was
imminent. He served no practicol purpose then as assistoant driver
but just sat around and waited; and Lt. Leiper decided that to place
e mon in such o position uselessly was not good thinking; and there-
fore he put the assistant drivers at other tasks when fighting was
close.

The tank destroyers were placed in position as near as
possible in the direction that the enemy was thought to be. The fog
stayed in all the low areas continuously--and it was still raining..
Lt. Leiper and his sergoant made & reconnaissance of the area for
the next hour trying to find the enemy locations. They succeeded

only in receiving small-arms fire from the left and in hearing tanks
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moving about on the right of their positions.

Shortly after returning to the platoon defense area, Lt.
Leiper and some of his men saw a number of tanks moving on the crest
of a hill some twenty five hundred yards away in the area between
BESSINGEN and RECHICOURT. They were eble to see them because the
fog was confined to the valleys and low spots. Because it was
known that the lst Tank Dostroyer Platoon of Company C was in the
areo fire was withheld initially. However, when the sixth tank was
counted it was obvious that they must be German, and the platoon;
opened fire. EBither four or five of the tanks (they were Mark IVs)
ware knocked out. At this time the attached field artillery batta-
lion under Lt Col Parker opened fire on the tanks who were accom-
panied by infantry, and the enemy was dispersed.

More time of tense waiting went by A liaison plane was
seen overhead dodgin in and out of th® c¢louds. The plane was that
of Mojor Carpenter, who had figured out a method of attaching bazoo-
ktas to the wings., They saw him dive behind them into the fog and
fire his bazookas.

The flash from the exploding bezooka shells revealed three
German terks that had obviously circled around the 3d PFlatoon and
were making their way up the back of the hill to their positioms.

Lt. Leiper pulled o tank destroyer around and brought its
fire on the tanks destreying two of them before the 34 one's fire
hit the right sprocket of the tank destreyer knocking it out of

action. Lt. Leiper signalled for another tank destroyer to come up
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with a tow to pull the damaged tank ddstroyer back, but before the
plan could be put into action the second tenk destroyer was also
hit-~this one through the gun shield, It was reported that most of
the tank destroyers that were destroyed were knocked out by hits on
the gun shield,'and it was thought that this was probably due to the
fact that the gun blast mede it a good target point.

Lt. Leiper pulled back his one remaining tank destroyer to
defilade, dismounted his other men ond set up a perimeter defense
using the machine guns from the damaged tenk destroyers.

There the platoon stayed until about 1500 when far to the
right near RECHICOURT the lst Platoon of Company C 704th made its
appearonce.

For some unknown reason several German tanks came out of a
wooded area and attempted to cross the cemetery near MONOCOURT mok-
ing perfect targets of themselves. Before they could get back to
cover two of them were stopped by hits in the rear of their tanks by
the 3d Platoon's last tank destroyer.

Then the enemy infantry tried an attock but the emplaced
machine guns chonged their minds immediately.

Finally, Major Hunter, with a platoon of tanks from the 35th
Tank Battalion arrived and relieved the degd-tired but still deter-
mined members cf ghe 3d Platoon who went back to ARRACOURT for their
well~earned reste. Capt. Leach, Company Commonder of Company B of
the 37th Tank Battalion stated that the entire Combat Command was

amazed at the terrific fight put up by the tank destroyer platoon
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and confirmed the fact thuﬁ fifteen German tanks hod been destroyed
by the platoon's fire during that dayaa

On the 20th of September CCA was ordered to continue toward
SARREGUMINES; However, after several hours of road marching, CCA
received word that German tanks had returned to ARRACOURT which CCA
had just left (actually, only eight German tanks had returned). CCA
dispatched a company of tanks and one platoon of tank destroyers to
toke care of the Germans, This was dpne as ordered, with the entire
force of German tanks destroyed.9

On the 21st of September CCA received orders to utilize the
remainder of the day and the next-day for a rest period. This was
needed as a result of the tank battles around ARRACOURT, and for
preparation for an attack against CHATEAU-SALINS.

However, on the morning of the 224 of September the Germans
attacked CCA on its left flank which was being protected by the 25th
Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized. Company € 104 was dispatched to

drive the Germans off.

Company C took the situation in hand, and again against
numerically superior Germans destroyed seven tanks, and then caused
the remainder of the fores to go into a disorganized retreat.

While Company C 704th had been with CCA, Company A 704 was
attached to CCB, 4th Armored Division, and Headquarters 704th was
attached.to Reserve Command, 4th Armored Division.

Company A worked with CCB in the area from DROUVILLE-

SALLONES on the 16th of September and remained there until the
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21st of September when it moved near FRESNES<EN-SAULNOIS.

On the 24th of September the enemy was encountered near
DROUVILLE-SALLONES emnd four tanks were destroyed. No tank destroyers
were lost. Capt. Ryan was wounded in this action and evacuated and
on the 25th, Lt. Premeta from Company B was assigned to command
Company A. On the 27th of September Company A rejoined the batta=
lion in the vicinity of ARRACOURT»lO

Headquarters 704th and Company B 704th were in bivouac on
the 16th of September 1% miles southeast of LUNEVILLE. Its mission
was the protection of the left flank of CCR which had been scheduled
to attack and take LUNEVILLE, However, it was discovered.that LUNE-
VILLE was already occupied by friendly troops; and so the 704th went
into bivouac on the high ground northwest of the city om the 17th of
September and stayed there until the 20th of September.

During this pesriocd the 3d Platoon of Company B, 704th moved
to LUNEVILLE, which wag under heavy artillery fire, in order to oute
post the city agninst Germon armored columns which were approaching
from the east. The lst Platoon of Company B, 704th was given the
mission of supporting the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion which was
located on the high ground north of the eity. .

In the area east of LUNEVILLE the 3d Platoon of Company B
fought throughout the night and destroyed 3 MK V tanks. On the 1%th
the platoon destroyed one MK V -tank, one heavy SP gun, one heavy
machine gun and crew, and took five prisoners.

In the afternoon of the 19th of September both the Battalion
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Headquarters bivouac area and the position of the 1st Platoon Com-
pany B, 704th were shelled. Lt Col Bailey, the battalion commander
was killed by enemy mortar fire in LUNEVILLE.

Headquarters 704th and Company B, 704th were relieved on the
afternoon of the 19th and moved twelve miles north to the vicinity
of SERRES. On the 20th of September these units moved again--this
time to the vieinity of ARRACOURT where Lt Col H, P, Heid Jr.
assumed command. Company B, 704th took positions guarding the right
flank of CCA. On the 20th the company destroyed 5 MK V German tanks
and on the 22d of September the 2d Platoon of Company B, 704th de-
stroyed 3 more enemy tonks near RECHICOURT.Y

As a discussion and condensation of the activities of tank
destroyers in general there are several points which can be brought
outs

(z) From the employment of Capt. Evans' company at ARRA=-
COURT (poge ) it is noted that tank destroyers were used in platoons
under company control, supporting an outpost line, and moving from
place to place looking for enemy tanks or cother suitable targets of
opportunity. Company B had o similar mission (page ) when it was
told to support the 10th Armored Infantry Battalion north of LUNE-
VILLE.

(b) Tank destroyers fought in tank destroyer versus tank
actions as shown by the fighting of Lt. Leiper's platoon near
RECHICOURT (Page ), Company A's action near DROUVILLE-SALLONES,

Company B's fight with CGerman tanks when guarding the right flank
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of CCA (page ).

(c) Missions of flank and outpost security were prevalent
'for tank destroyers as desoribed throughout the battles.

{d) During the bdttles at ARRACOURT the Battalion Commander
of the 704th lost complete control of his battalion. The control of
his detached companies was established at Combat Command Headquarters.
However, the tomk destroyer Company Commanders did conduct close
linison with the tank destroyer platoons when they supported other
units. Both Major Miller, executive officer of the 704th and Lt Col
Bidwell, a later battalion commander of the 704th, confirmed the
above use of tank destroyer units. Additionally, they hoth thought
that throughout the battles near ARRACOURT the tank destroyers were
well employed under combat command control since the higher head-
querters had a better picture of the overall situation and could
dispatch tank destroyers to the right place at the appropriate time,

(6) It was also generally agreed that the tank destroyer
missions at ARRACOURT could not have been as well performed by heavy
tanks, such as M-26%'s, inasmuch as the tank destroyers were able to
utilize speed ond maneuverability over rough and muddy terrain over
which M=-26 tanks would have been unable to move. It was also stated
that the open turrets of the tank destroyers were both a psychologi=~
cal and an actual discouraging feature to the crews inasmuch as they

were always exposed to artillery airbursts and infantry grenades.
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CHAPTER 8

THE 823D TANK DESTROYER BATTALION (TOWED) AT MORTAIN

Introduetion and Buildug-

General. Much theught and study has gone into the selection
of a "typical action” involving the 823d& Tank Destroyer Battalion
(Towed). The MDRTAEM-opération was selected for four paramount
reasons, They are as follows:

(1) Heavy enemy armor was encountered.

(2) This unit remained sttached to one infentry division

throughout the Buropsan campaign except for short
periods.

(3) *The great significance, tactically, of the German
counter~-streoke at MORTAIN.

(4) Lest but not least, a general consensus of opinion
from members of the 823d that this action typifies
tank destroyer vs tank warfare.

A great opportunity im infantry-tank destroyer cooperation
existed early in the history of this unit but whether this coopera-
tion existed {ﬁ its full potential still remains questiomable., It
goes back as early as the staging at HERTEFORD, England, where it
was attached to the 30th Infantry Division in April, 1944, At this
tovn some 20 miles north of LONDON, began the relations@ip which
brought mutual understanding and respect lasting throughout the
European war. During May and June the battelion drew vehicles,
weapons and other equipment and found time to spend two weeks on
indirect firing training on the SALISBURY FLAIN. After completion
of this firing, it moved on to BASINGSTOKE, England, where all ve~

hicles wére waterproofed and last minute preparations were made for
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the ihvdsion of the Buropesn continent. The 823d was en extréemely
well-trained unit, with high morale and plenty of eéﬁfi%ﬁﬁeééﬁrps;
this was proved correct im its later operations on the mainléhd of
Europe. It had an added advantage, too, in that it had made the
acquaintance of and enjoyed mutual respect with the 30th Infantry
Division.

Liaison officers of the 823d TD Battalion landed 13 June
1944 in France but it was not until 24 Jume that the battalion
proper disembarked on OMAHA Beach. The 823d participated in the
action of the beachhead breakout in and around ST. 1L0. This wos an
indoetrination and shakedown period which placed the battalien in e
high state of combat efficiency, much to be desired for its latter
test at MORTAIN. This action was truly to be a test of tank destroyer
capobilities in their primary role against enemy armor where many
interesting aspects were brought forth regarding mobility, armament,
and lack of armor protection.

Friendly situation. For the proper buildup and importance

of the MORTAIN operation, as studied in the light of tank destroyer
action of the 8234, it is necessary te pause a moment for the set-
ting of the stage by the Allied Forces, 16 July to 5 August 1944.

The Allied Forces in France were gaining a foothold again%t stubborn
Gorman resistance. By the middie of July, the Allied Front stretched
from CAEN through CAUMONT to ST. L0 and on west to LESSAY on. the
western coast of the COTENTIN Peninsula. On 25 July Gemeral Omar

N. Bradley and his United States First Army broke out of ST. LO,
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slashed downward to the base of .the COTENTIN Peninsula, passing
through the bottleneck at AVRAVCHES and bursting out in full foree
upon the rear of the German Armies. {(figure10) On 1 August,
General George Patton (United States Third Army Headquarters) was
brought up to take over operations on the First Armmy's right flank
and to continue the exploitation desper inte France,.

Enemy situation. The German High Command wasted little time

in realizing the seriousness of the situation now confronting them.
Field Marshal von Kiluge, in commend of the Germens in France and
the Low Countries, reported to General Warlimontz, Hitler's personal
representative, on 31 July that AVRANCHES must be recaptured and
held ot all costs. From Field Marshal von Kluge's diary of 4 August:
Estimate of situation . « . the American is trying to
exploit his penetration at Avranches by pushing southwardly
sesose the first mission is to cut off the enemy units which
penetrated to the south from their rear communicetions and
to reestablish communications with the Coast . . »
On 4 Lugust, Hitler issued direct orders to Field Marshal von Kluge
to stage o large scale counterattack with the objective of smashing
through to the sea at AVRANCHES. Von Kluge had foreseen the neces-
sity of such an operation and had commenced the assembly of forces
as early as 31 July. This counterattack plon, code named "Luttich",
contemplated an attack along the exis of the SEE River, using two
good secondary roads, one on each side of the river, for the advance
into AVRAN&HES to the west. The main objective was the capture of

the high ridge paralleling the SEE River and gaining the commanding

observation for the entire area. A secondary objective was the
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capture of the tactically important HILL 314 at the eastern edge of
MORTAIN, a few miles south of the intended breakthrough corridor.
In German hands, HILL 314 would not only provide excellent obser-
vation of American dispositions south of the SEE River, but would
serve to deny the Americons almost equally good observation east-
ward. The First Army histo;y gives this German operation the sode
nome "Liege", apparently the operation was the same as to mission,
troops used and commanders assigned.

Prior to this time, the German High Command had committed
its armor by division or even an element thereof at a time. How-
ever, with the very survival of the German Army itself at stake, the
High Commond decided to employ no less than five Panzer divisions,
plus attachments, for the countsrattack. These were the:

XLVII CORP§

1st SS Panzer Division Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler.

Zd SS Panzer Division Das Reich filled up with what
T was left of the 17th S8 Panzer Grenadier Division
Goetz von Berlichénger.

116th Panzer Division, plus miscellaneous troops.

LXXXI CORPS

9th Panzer Division.

460th Artillery Battalion (motorized).

One AA Regiment, 13th'£é Division.

394th Assault Gun Brigade, plus miscellaneocus troops.

All of the above units were under the command of the Germen Seventh
2 SRS
Army.
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Pre-battle movement. August 2d found the 823d TD Battalion

and the 30th Infantry Division in XIX Corps reserve south of 8T. LO
engaged in maintenance activities. The 823d after its landing in
Europe had fought with the 30th Infantry Division, crossing the
VIRE River and participating in the ST. LO breskout. Persomnel and
equipment replacements had been coming through in good order and the
battalion was nearly at 100% operational strength. On 5 August, the
ba;talion and the 30th Infantry Division were attached to VII Corps
and ordered to move into the vicinity of MORTAIN. These units were
to relieve the US lst Infantry Division, which was in turn ordered
to extend the Allied line southward and farther into the German
rear.

Little if any information was passed down to the battalion
units in their relief of the lst Infantry Division and none was
forthecoming, Indeed a vague situation existed and along with this
went the usual relaxation that is prevalent in a quiet sector. This
statement is substantiated as follows: company commanders report
the relief of position took place without incident, that no enemy
information was turned over during the relief, and that the units to
which they were attached gave them none. One reconnaissance platoon
leader reports that information he received was "not much out there."
From these observations it is clearly apparent that a true and de=-
termined defense of the sector was never considered, thus a great

initial advantage was given te the enemy. According to reports
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a warning of imminent attack reached the 30th Infantry Division from
VII Corps approximately 20 minutes before the first signs of trouble
appeared: "Ememy counterattack expected vicinity MORTAIN from east
or north within 12 hours;“4

Initial dispositions. On 6 August the 823d Tank Destroyer

Battalion was disposed on the ground as follows:

Battalion Headguarters end Headquarters Company, loecated in
le CLOS MARION, sbout 3 miles west of JUVIGNY leTERTRE.

Company A
1st Platoon initially south of MORTAIN guarding roads
from Barenton.,

234 Platoon on HILL 285 west of MORTAIN.

3d Platoon near the lst Platoon, protecting approaches
from east and south of MORTAIN.

The 1lst Platoon, Company A, commanded by Lt. Thomas Springfield,
moved the same day, 6 August, to ABBAYE BLANCHE which is located
north of MORTAIN. This platoon gained the distinction of halting
the enemy's efforts to clean out the MORTAIN area. This freedom of
maneuver for a thrust west was badly needed. Company A was attached
to 120th Regiment, 30th Infantry Division.

Company B
1st Platoon on the road west of ST. BARTHELMY.

2d Platoon on the same road, echeloned slightly farther
west toward JUVIGNY.

3d Platoon (reinforced) located in ST. BARTHELMY.
Actually Company B was disposed in depth from ST. BARTHELMY west

along an important road net that the Germans proposed using as one
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of their sipply routes in the attack to the sea to AVRANCHES. It is
not believed this disposition was forescen to the extent of the pur=
pose served, but it had much to do with the defeat of the enemy in
its attempted advance along that route. Company B was attached bo
the 117th Regiment, 30th Infantry Division.

Company C

lst Platoon neer REFFUVIEILLE, in firing positions along

main highway running west from JUVIGNY le TERTRE.

2d Platoon near la DAVIAIS protecting Battalion CP.

3d Platoon, in vieinity of lst Platoon.
Company €, although not receiving fhe heavy fighting of Companies A
and B, made many moves and their presence alone could have done much
to thwort off the enemy movements in those areas. Company C was
attached to the 119th Regiment, 30th Infantry Division. A recon-
ncoissance platoon was attached to each ¢company and accompenied their
respective compnonies to their new positions. For a further desorip-
tion of the disposition of the 823d Tank Destroyer Battalion on
6 August, see figure 1.

In general, most of the positions were taken over lock, stock
ocnd barrel from the preceding tank destroyer unit and remained in
the some location throughout the operation. The time factor must be
considered here, because as indlcated, time was not available to do
much moving and it is doubtful whether o full study of the platoon
positions was ever made. The fact that the company commanders and
platoon leaders did not actually choose their own positions probably

had much to do with the later loss of the 34 Platoons of Company A
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and B. They were without infantry protection and the guns were not
mutually supporting. However, Springfield, commanding the lst Pla=-
toon, Company &, did make a study of the terrain aftey relief at his
parbicular position. He was not satisfied with the location of the
guns, so he moved them 200 yards north, just across the bridge span-
ning the railroad leading into ABBAYE BLANCHE. From this position
seven roads ond trails could be brought under fire. All of these
led into ABBAYE BLANCHE and MORTAIN from the east and north. In
addition, southern approaches out of MORTAIN could be covered. Any
two guns could take under fire the same road.
Infantry units were disposed as follows: °
120th Regiment in vicinity of MORTAIN, particularly the
important terrain feature east of MORTAIN (HILL 314)
and west and north (HILL 285).

119th Regiment in an assembly area, vicinity le MESNIL
ADELEE

117th Regiment situated in the ST. BARTHELMY area,
north of MORTAIN.

For a further description of infantry locations, see figure 1l.

Tank destroyer gun positions as located on figures 11-l4 are
substantiated by tank destroyer commanders and after-action r'eports..5
Directions of fire of the main guns were variable, of course, and
daily changes were made without appreciable difference in their pri-
mary mission assignments. It is interesting to note here that all
weapons were located generally to deny the use of roads to the enemys

Roads are always the principal avenues of approach and it is a known

fact that although weather permitted cross~country operations, all
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defenses includiﬁ@ infantry were generally set up to block roads.
The 823d pnid particular attention to roads and road blocks for two
reasons; their importance to the movement of enemy armor, and
secondly, the ease of movement and change of position for their own
weapons. This point is brought out as doctrines teach cross-country
operation but very limited use was ever made of same by towed tank
destroyer guns. One csmnot pass from these remarks without mention-
ing the restrictions of movement due to hedgerows, most of which
could not be traversed by halftracks without the use of demolitions
or bulldozers which were not used in this operation. It can be
stated that generally the enemy was limited to the road nets, and
that they made no serious penetration without that factor being
present, Short penetrations were made by roving enemy Armored units
at positions such as HILL 285 and along the deep valley on the 30th
Division's left flenk, but neither penetrations were extromely ef-
fective. Weather was a great benefit to the enemy at the start of
the battle, as they attacked at night or in the early morning hours
under cover of fog.G(It is not to be construed that the terrain was
& total obstacle but it did comstriet, at least initially, all move-
ment to the roads. This is borne out by members of the infantry as
well as the comménders of the tank destroyer units.

Operations, .7 Auguste A dark cloud sprang out of the east on

the night of 6-7 August, the German counterattack for AVRANCHES.
The actual time of attack was set for 2400 hours on 6 August but due

to last minute difficulties encountered by the enemy in assembling
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troops, it was delayed somewhat. Artillery obsdrveérs in thé Horth

of the 30th Division gone reported tanks moving along the northern
road paralleling the SEE River, where it bends south toward ST.
BARTHELMY and MORTAIN. This enemy attack was directed along the SEE
River towards le MESNIL ADELEE. At 0130 tanks and infantry advanced
out of the FORET ¢e MORTAIN and swept around and engulfed the road
block monned by the 3d Platoon, Company A, guarding MORTAIN from the
south, and penetrated the town itself. Actually the full force of
the enemy attack came just before daylight. The Germans had weather
conditions in their favor; "darkness gave way to fog-laden daylight."e
The first snemy action encountered at ABBAYE BLANCHE was at 0500
hours. A German armored halftrack mounting o 75mm assault gun was
knoeked out by an anti-tenk gun. This vehicle was closely followed
by another halftrack, loaded with ammunition, which was also taken
under fire and destroyed. "It was a foggy morning and we waited
until the cars were only 30 yards from the number three gun before we
opened fire,"g The anti~tank gun referred to was undoubtedly a tank
destroyer 3-inch gun as only two anti~tank guns were in position and
one was south of the overpass and could not have taken the enemy
under fire,.

Much controversy arose later as to the composition and com-
mand of the roadblock at ABBAYE BLANCHE. It was this roadbleock that
stood so determinately in the way of the enemy advance throughout

the entire action. Most of the evidence points toward command by

Springfield, and as to composition it varied daily, even hourly. As
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the fighting continued and pressure increased meny individual soldiers
drifted into the arca, some with crew-served weapons and others with
just individual arms. Eventually the defense of this roadblock con=-
sisted of some 75 men including tank destroyer and mochine gun crews.
Best accounts put composition of the road block as follows:

lst Platoon, Company F, 120th Regiment.

1st Platoon, Company A, 823d TD Battalion.

1st Platoon, Anti-tank Company (minus 2 guns), 120th Regiment

1st Mortar section and 1 mechine gun section, Company F,
120th Regiment.l0

Lt. Colonel J. W. Lockett, commanding 24 Battalion, 117th Regiment,
had this to say:

.« s+ o it was learned that Compeny A of the 8234 Battalion
(towed) had established a roadblock at the intersection at
ABBAYE BLANCHE, and that this roadblock, although supported
by Company F of the 120th Infantry, stuck out rather precarious-
ly, and was weakly protected. I realized the importance of
this position as an avenue of approach for onemy tanks and
vehicles and agreed that Company E should move up and tie in
with this tank destroyer unit and that the 2d Platoon of
Company F, 120th Infantry should cover the guns while they
orgenized and made further plans. This was done - placing
machine guns and bazooka teams in support of the tank destroyer
position. The wisdomdf this decision was borne out throughout
the period of the counterattack. The area in front of the
position became a graveyard for about 35 to 40 German tanks
and vehicles.

Lockett had nothing but praise for Springfield and his unit of tank
11
destroyers.
An after-action interview with Colonel Hammond D. Birks,

commanding the 120th Regiment and Lt. Thomas Andrew, of Company F,

120th Regiment, substontiates the tactical importance of the ABBAYE
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BLANCHE roadblock to the effect that it was one of the most important
factofs in the 120th fnfantry's successful repulse of the major enemy
¢ounterattack of 6~12 August. If this roadblock had not held, the
whole position of the 120th Infantry would have been nullified and
the resulting gap would have permitted the enemy to smash through the
MORTAIN area.lz

The enemy had once occupied this very ground around the rail-
road bridge and had set up defensive positions there. Springfield
wsed these as there were no alternate positions in the area. They
were adequate and time was short. A 3-inch gun was placed on either
side of the main road, with two 30-caliber machine guns nearby for
support. A bazooka and BAR team, plus half a squad of riflemen, were
placed in former enemy dug-in positions along a small hedgerow at the
sharp left turn north of the railroad bridge. A 57mm anti-tenk gun
was placed ot the end of the road paralleling the main north-south
road, covering not only penetrations down this road, but from an
additionel road to the left that curved into it. Two othgr 3-inch
guns were placed north of the railroad bridge, one to cé&er the main
road, the other facing southwest across the railroad to cover any
enemy penetration along a straight streteh of the roéd coming in from
the northeast. A 57mm aenti-tank gun also covered this road from a
position at the road junction near the river in ABBAYE BLANCHE it-
self.

Immediately south of the railroad bridge, riflemen and bazoo=-

ko teams were placed in dug-in positions on either side of the road.
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The rigﬁt flank was pﬁoteéted by 8 men and & 30«édliber ﬁa¢h1ne gun

ab o big rddk just off the road from the northeast nhd faéing towards
the river. A line rumning through a cleft in the rock furmished the
communications with the mortar squad to the rear of this position.
Along the important left flank, a squad of riflemen and two 30-caliber
machine guns were placed in an orchard that coversed two road junctioms,
in addition to a short stretch of the north-south road. Six rifle=-
men and a 50~-caliber machine gun, manned by tank destroyer men, were
placed in and among the houses between this orchard and the railroad
bridge. Two belts of mines were 1laid near the bend of the road from
the southeast, at the south end of the roadblock, and these were
covered by a bazooka and BAR teom.

To sum up the defensive dispesitions of the roadblock force,
four 3=-inch tank destroyer guns and two 57mm anti-tank guns were
posted to cover all importent roads, with the main emphasis on the
north-south road to MORTAIN, and these guns were protected and sup-
ported by riflemen and bazooka and machine gun crews,

On 7 August, Lieutehant Stewart with two squads of the 2d Pla-
toon of Company F, .120th Infantry; joined the ABBAYE BLANCHE road-
block. He had established a roadblock to the south, but had been
forced to withdraw from his position. Upon joining the ABBAYE BLANCHE
roadblock, he-orgonized and defended the rear (south) end. From time
to time during the next few days other men from different companies
straggled into the roadblock, so that eventually Springfield had men

from Companies D, E, H, K and G, 120th Infantry, totalling some 150
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men. However, the greater number of thede reh wors battle fatigus
cased and had little part in the actual defense. The preévious figure
of 76 effectives still stands. Some of these extras were coneentrated
to the south of the roadblock with Stewart»13

During 7 August, the foadblock was not only shelled repeatedly,
but was also attacked by the Luftwaffe twice, which strafed the
little foroe with rocket guns. They were even hit by British planes
with rocket guns, two tank destroyer men being wounded in this um~-
fortunate and erroneous attack. However, as far as the roadblock
force was concerned, the British were soon forgiven as they were
quick to testify that the British did a wonderful job against the
Germans on the front of the ABBAYE BLANCHE positionss

The 3d Platoon of Company A had a less important existence
particularly as to defensive contributions. Its activities can be
summed up quickly. Shortly after daylight on 7 August, enemy tanks
and infantry came out of the FORET de MORTAIN to the east and
slightly south of MORTAIN and swept into that town from the south.
The 34 Plaotoon was quickly surrounded and overrun along with some
units of the 120th Infantry. Much happened here to cause bitterness
and scepticism among the tenk destroyer units-their guns were not
protected by infantry¢14This one factor had a great deal to do with
their capture and destruction, they could not protect themselves
against an infantry attack. This story is best told by Robert L.

Hewitt, author of the 30th Infantry Division History. The tank

destroyer platoon south of MORTAIN fended off the first German attack
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with 50-caliber machine guns mounted on halftracks but was subse=
quently split asunder when the Germans swept around its positions,
making the platoon's 3-inch guns untenable. The close=in fire of the
enemy was devastating to say the least. Sixteen men reached the lst
Platoon®s positions north of MORTAIN after § days of fighting. Nine
others joined mearby infontry and fought their way into friendly
lines on HILL 314. One man remained hidden in a ditch for five days.
Thirteen men were still.missing when the battle ended.

The 2d Platoon of Compeny A held an important position along
with doughboys of the 120th Infantry, that of HILL 285, northwest 6f
MORTAIN. Action on the slopes of HILL 285 began in the ™mist" about
0500 hours on 7 August. A bazooka team led by an officer of the lst
Battalion, name unknown, went forward about 500 yards stalking a Ger-
man MK IV tank. The tank was finally stalked down and knocked out by
Sergeant Ames Broussard of the tank destroyer platoon. Broussard was
unable to get back to his own lines for 14 hours., At 0900 two more
German tanks approached, and were knocked out at 150 yards by one of
the tank destroyer guns. Another tank moved up, firing at the Ameri-
can position, and it also suffered the fate of his team mates. This
last tank was set afire by a shot from only 50 yards by a well con-
cealed tank destroyer gun. Two enemy self=-propelled guns and an ar-
mored car also fell vietim to the tank destroyers on HILL 285.

The 3d Platoon of Company B met with a fate similar to that of
the 3d Platoon of Company A, This unit was located in éTo BARTHELMY

and had one 3-inch gun from the 2d Platoon of Company B and a platoon
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of 57mm ant}-terk guns with it. These towed tank destroyer guns of
Compeny B played an important part in halting the Germans, although
particularly vulnerable to the well coordinated panzer grenadier-tank
attack., Weather enters the picture agein: "handicapped by the fog"
is used in the same breath as a "well coordinated enemy attack" re-
garding the loss of positions at ST BARTHELMY. At the start the
gunners were firing at nothing more tangible than flashes of enemy
tank guns. The 3d Platoon destroyers knocked out two German taunks
early in the fight, but three of the four guns of the 3d Platoon were
soon casualties. The heavy towed tank destroyer guns were sitting
ducks when they revealed their locations by firing. Lt. Leon L.
Neel, commanding the lst Platoon, Company B, brought forward a re-
placement gun from his platoon under heavy fire in an attempt to
reach the beseiged weapons of the 3d Platoon at ST. BARTHELMY. His
platoon was 1000 yards in rear of the town-to the west. This gun
never reached ST. BARTHELMY due to enemy action. It was foreced to
take a position just west of the town and while there, knocked out a
MK V, killed another tank commander snd "mowed dewn" supporting in-
fantry with small arms fire. A German 88 soon found the range on
this gun and promptly eliminated it, wounding most of the crew.
Another gun from the same platoon was brought forward and had an
eéually short but useful ecareer. One enemy tank approacched énd was
knocked out. Two more enemy tanks nppeared, but halted out of gun
range. Then, one of these advanced, covered by the second, and the

tank destroyer gun knocked this tank out. About this time, however,
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the second tank opened fire and destroyed the tank destroyer gune
Company B lost seven of its twelve guns and their respective half-
track prime movers déring the action of 7 August. One intrepid ecrew,
however, ventured out forward of the friendly lines and extricated
one of the abandonedguns. Other members of Company B fought along-
side the infantry with their carbines or joined bazooka teams stalk-
ing enemy tanks. Company B accounted for eight MK V tanks during
that first day of operations with a probable additional two. The

2d Platoon added depth to the position and never actually engaged the
enemy on the first day of operat;onse

Compony B fared little better on enemy information and friend-
1y infantry support than did Company A. According to Neel:

Lack of information probably destroyed the 3d Platoon
before it made any defensive contribution whatever . . . we
were requested at 0800 to reinforce troops within ST,
BARTHELMY without being informed that our 3d Platoon was
wiped out.

Contact was inadequate with the infantry as it was not be-
lieved they ever realized their obligations to protect tank destroyer
units from enemy foot troops.lsA choange of support mission had much
to do with this inadequate eooperation. Neelts platoon was changed
from support of the 2d Battalion to support of the 34 Battalion,
117th Infantry, but was never able to contact that headquarters,
thereby leaving the guns to operate alone. Nothing could be gained
in information other than that which came from personal obserwvation.

Compony C was quite romoved from the heavy action that con-

fronted Compenies A and B. They were in position initially with the
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823d Battalion Headquarters and during the early morning of 7 August,
they took up direct fire positions in vicinity of LA ROCHE and
REFFUVIEILLE along the highway running from ST BARTHELMY west to
JUVIGNY and on to AVRANCHES,

As the German counterattack became more definite in strength
and direction, many hurried calls arrived for additional tank destroyer
support in the threatened sectors. Orders were received by 0630 to
send guns some 8000 yards to the south aleng the highway running
northeast to southwest from MORTAIN to ST. HILAIRE du HARCOUET, This
order could not be carried owt at the time but by 1200 hours, the 3a
Platoon of Company C was released from control by the 119th Infantry
and proceeded to this point to meet this threat of approximately 35
enemy vehicles, including armor, to the south.

The cother two platoons moved north toward 1eBLAIRIE near the
AMBROIS woods and took up direct fire positions, see figure 12. The
mission of these two platoons was to prevent the withdrawal of a large
number of enemy softe-skinned vehicles which were reported in the
AMBROIS wocds. JActuclly these two platoons were to go as far north as
le MESNIL ADELEE. Contoct was made with a rifle company from the
119th Regiment and they proceeded to a point just south of the town.
They were informed (by whom it is unknown but it is unimportant as it
was rather obvious in a few minutes) that the enemy was just ahead,

A 5Tmm anti-tank gun nearbyv knocked out a MK V tank with two flanking
shots. Other Gorman tanks were heard moving around in the woods to

the north. By 0800 heavy enemy morter fire began to fall on the tank
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destfoyer positions. "This action convinced us that le MESNIL ADELEE
was no place for us to take our armored cars and halftracks, towing
Bﬁinéﬁ guns, so we set up a Poatdblock in piace," writes Captain T. L.
Raney (then 1st Lieutenant) commending the lst Reconnaissance Plas
toon.lGTho American 34 Armored Division took over the mission of
taking le MESNIL ADELEE, somewhat relieving this situation.

The 3d Platoon on the right flank down south was reinforced by
a reconnaissance platoon, which moved by a circuitous route from the
northern position. Many French femilies were moving to the west on
foot and in wagons, and managed to constrict movements on the roads.
This type of movement by civilians usually points toward an attack or
expected attack by the ememy. It was about 1700 when the reconnais-
sance platoon reached the 3d Platoon at their position. It was said
to have been a strong defensive position with an equally strong al-
ternate position. Generally speeking this flank of the 30th Division
wag open, meking any defense by this platoon almost unfeasible. For-
tunately, no enemy was encountered.

Here ends the first day of action at MORTAIN, the situation
very obscure and the final outcome yet to be determined. It was a
touch and go proposition with a slight advantege to the defender. An
appropriate remark at this time comes from the 30th Infantry Division
History: "with a heavy onion breath that day the Germans could have
achieved their objoctives."

Operations, 8 August.  Throughout the night 7-8 August, the fog

of battle ecleared a little,. probably for both sides. Stock was taken
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of destruction to personnel and positions, resupply was effected
wherée possible and a vigilant watch was established. The Germans put
out heavy patrols, either ifi &n attempt to gain information or to
gain positions to continue its attack or withdrawal. It is a fact
that much field recovery of personnsl and vehicles was ottempted and
in some cases was carried out effectively. It was the German army
policy to pick up their dead c¢lose into the battle position even at a
great risk. This was psychological in two respects; that of buildigg
the morale of the German soldier because he wouldn't have to facse
these sights in his advance as well as that of knowing he was cared
for, and from the American side, the possibility of assessing accu-
rate enemy losses was eliminated. This was particularly bad for the
American soldier, when after a heavy fire fight and he was sure the
Germon had many casualties, he pushed forward to find little evidence,
if any, of same.

In telephons conversations during the night of 7-8 August by

the Germon commanders, the Leibstandarte was spoken of as having been

stopped and in remnants. In instrucetions to the 1st SS Division for

the following day we have this remark: "Each man must give his

best. « « if we have not advanced considerably by this evening or to-
morrow morning, the operation will have been a failure......"17The enemy
had gaincd ground on the 7th but certainly not of any significance

and the key terrain was still in the hands of the Americans. ST,

BARTHELMY, MORTAIN and the area south of MORTAIN were in the honds of

the enemy but HILL 314 and HILL 285 were in the hands of the 30th
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Division, who also held control of the roed nets leading west,

The principal German attack of 8 Auglist came from the st
BARTHELMY area to the southwest against HILL 285 where the 2d Pla-
toon of Company A was located. The attack commenéed at 0130 and con~
sisted of infantry supported by at lesast 8 tanks. By 0430 this
attock had pressed close to positions on HILL 285 and Compeany A,
120th Infantry, was forced back to a road traversing the hill. Two
flame throwers prevented tank destroyer crews from manning their guns
and agein tank destroyer men fought as infantry. Artillery fire sézn
broke up this attack but it was resumed again farther to the south.
From nll accounts the German attack on the 8th was more intense and
better supported than it had been on the 7th. On the other hand, the
Americaons had an additional regiment, from the 4th Infantry Division,
attached and an attack was launched at the Germans at 0800. This
attack was in the direction of ST. BARTHELMY and was supported by the
629th Tenk Destroyer Battalion. It relieved the immediate pressure
on HILL 285, but made little progress. Apparently the tank destroyer
unit on HILL 285 spent the day liceking their wounds and reorganizing
as this attocking force had now presented them with that opportunity.
All along the line the American forces attacked with negligible suce
cess, but nevertheless it stapped-the German assault,

The lst Platoon of Company A was attacked at 1530 hours on
8 August by an enemy unit of patrol size, which was completely anni-
hilated. Four anti-tank men at the roadblock were wounded. The Gere

mans had managed to mine a road to the south which was being used as
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a supply ond evacuation route. A halftrack being used to evacuate
casualties was kAocked out by this minefﬁeid. Thi# evened the score
ab o Gormdh half-track stopped to investigate the same minefield and
was promptly destroyed by our forees. Throughout the day, the 2d
Platoon is eredited with 2 tanks, 4 half-trocks, 1 wheeled vehicle
and 15 prisoners of‘war.la

Company B had been receiviﬁg artillery fire all morning and at
1000 moved to & spot not so well "zeroed" in. Two ommunition trailers
had been lost., Company B positions were held during the day with
little chance to fire. This situation occurred ns a result of the
American attacks to regain MORTAIN and towed tank destroyers served
little purpose, if any, iv the attack,

Company C remained substantially in the same localitiss with

exception of the 3d Platoon which moved to the wvininity of JUVIGNY.

QOperations, 9 August. PFighting was almost continuous night

and day in the MORTAIN - ST. BARTHELMY area. Hours and days meant
little - survival was all important. The ¢nemy launched another
attack to the southeast on 9 August at 0430 toward the 24 Platoon,
Company A on HILL 285. Less strength and aggressiveness was apparent
but to the soldier on the ground and at the point of contact, one
attack is as strong as another. The 3d Reconnaissance Platoon
assisted materially against this thrust by giving close~in protectione.
No material gains were made by the enemy and by 1600 hours, the 117th
and 12th Infantry Regiments lounched a counterattack against the

enemy attack. This left the 24 Platoon in an exposed position due to
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o pocket created by earlier German gains. In order to cope with

the situntion this platoon pulled back to o better position and the
2d and 34 Reconnaissance Platoons rendered the close protection

that wos neededs (see figure 13 ) Artillery fire destroyed one
3=inch gun of the platoon and Lieutenant Cunninghom, commanding

the 3d Reccnnaissance Platoon was wounded by mortar fire, Spring-
field's lst Platoon was having a field day against local attacks and
against movements across their front directed ageinst HILL 285, The
1st Platoon had two 3-inch gun sights destroyed by artillery fire.
Zven so he menticns destroying an enemy vehicle by sighting down

the tube,

Compony B remained in position with little or no activity
oceuring in their area. Artillery fire continued, causing little
demage but placing hecavy strain and tension on all members of the
companys They received one replacement, Licutenont Rady, who must
have been counting his hours - entering combat at this particular
time and plaoce,

Company C mnde only one change of any consequence during
the periode The lst Platoon was moved nekr the 3d Platoon in
vicinity of JUVIGNY. This completed a build=up to add the
necessary strength to hold the important road west out of BARTHELMY.

Operations, 10 August. The German commander had reported

his heavy losses and inability to make any substential gains in

the MORTAIN area, but he did not receive that much desired order
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to_witgdraw. Although he had taken MORTAIN and ST, BARTHELMY, he
remarked that the enemy was not entirely cleared from this area.?o
References were undoubtedly made to the infantry on %ILL 314 and
the ALBBAYE BLANCHE roadblockes "Springfield's shooting gallery", the
lst Plotoon, Company A, defense at ABBAYE RLANCHE, was creating
quite a distnrbance to the German program of operationse

Hitlor grdered the attack resumed and again on the early
merning of 10 August, the push continued. A vast differenco was
noted as it loacked the intensity and coordination of previous dayse
A local attack was made against the 24 Platoon of Company A former
position, but to the surprise of the Germans no one was presents
Cruntact with the lst Plat~cn had been iost during the night dve to
o roadbleock emplaced by the Germanse It was guickly removed and
c-ntact wrs reestablished, The lst Platoon was having its usual
field dey by destroying several halftrocks and nine other assorted
vehicles,

Company B suffored twoe sesualties from intense artillery
fire which they had been subjzeted to for the past three dayse
No cother action was reported outside of an integration of ree
placcments inte that depleted unit,

Compony € remained in its former positions withcut incidente
The platoon on the Division scuth flank made contact with the 35#h
Division now moving up on-the right flanks You will recall that
this platoon had reported being in an exposed position earliefs

Firal cperations, 11-14 August, On 11 August the 24 Platonn
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of Company A was ordered back to its original positiecn on HILL
285 along with the 2d and 3d Reconnaissance Platocns, This was
accomplished by infiltration in an offort to attract as little
attention as possible. No interference by the Germans was encounw
tereds, This period was reperted as quiet other than loeal artillery
fires, The lst Platoon, Company A lost cne 3=-inch gun by.such,fire.
Company B repcrts no centact for this period, only artillery and
mortar fire in the area. Company C completed movement of its 24
Platcen to aroa of the other twn platoens, closing at 2030 (figurels),
This period ~f inactivity by the enemy meant two things;
another attack was in the making or a genceral withdrawal was about
to ¢.mmeness The lattsr was more prcbable, as friendly infantry
succcsses hnd been greater during 11 August snd on the 12th contact
was made with the besieged and isolated battalion cn HILL 314, This
¢ ntact also relieved preossure on the lst Platoon, Company A. The
high lizht of the Aay was the return of 11 men whe for the past 5
days had been fighting with the infantry on HILL 314, They were men
from the 3d Platrrn which had been destroyed when their guns wore
cverrun south of NORTAIN on 7 Auguste The lst Platcocn of Company C
relieved the 2d Platoon of Company A on HILL 28§ at 2200 with the
2d Platoon going inte assombly positirn near their company commend
post (sez figurel4)s Company B spent the day in reorganizing the
lst and 2d Platocnse On the 13th, they moved into an assembly
position shown cn figure 14 )e

The German withdrawal had comronced and the much needed rest
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ond reorganization period had eomes Company C completed the relief
of the lst Platorn of Company 4, allowing them to assemble near their
company command poste The rest wos less than 24 hours in durations
in the late afterncon the lst and 24 Platoons of Company A moved to
an area scuthwest ~f MORTAIN to give close support to the 119th
Infantrys The 3d Recornaissance Platoon was attached to the 28
Platoone

On 14 August the MORTLAIN battle ground cecaséd to be a scene
of bitter strurgle., The 30th Infantry Division nublished a field
order attaching A, B and C Companies to the 117th, 119th and 120th
Regiments respecotively., In turn the 8234 Headquarters attached the
lst, 2d and 3d Reconnaissance Platoons te Companies C, B and A res-
pectively, The infantry and tank destroyers moved some 14,000 yards
gast of MORTAIN in a quiek followeup of the withdrawing enemy. This
meve on 14 August completed the MORTAIN acticn, where defensive con=-
tributi-ns by the tonk destroyers hod been great.. The 823d Tank De=
stroyer Battalion had proven it was here to stoy, its losses had been
many but even so they were only proportionate to the intensity of
combat,

Logisties and Perscnnel

Gencrale It is appropriate at this time to summarize the
logistical ant personnel problems that confronted the 823d TD
Battalions An account of enemy losses is also appropriate as at
no cther time in the Buropean war did this battalieon contribute so

hizhly to the destructi~n of the enemy.. Generally supplies were
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adequate during tho MORTAIN oporatione

;9}E£§m£. Rations were short on occasions but never to a
degros whire unit officisancy was affecteds 10 in 1 rations with
srme K raticns were used exclusively during the operation, Hot
o0 was imprssible during the battle as trunsportation was unable
to move cffectively and the situation was toe tense for that type
of feedinze No units eemplained, in fact they were well satisfieds
Yoals, using 10 in 1 raticns cruld be served hot to small units at
cny time desired,

Clres II and IVe Class IV supplics presented no immediate

preblsm and in most coses Was adequate, Class II presented a problem
with the loss of twe plat ©ns and tieir squipment was irreplaceable
at the tines. Pers-rnol woul? not have been available to man the
rcplaced items even so, The 1lst Platoon of Company A desired
ndciticnal barrcls for 30= and 50-caliber machine gunse. Company
B had « replacement ~f cmz 3=inch gun and halftrack on 11 August

21
ord Coupany A had n like replacement on 10 dupust.

Clnss I1T, Cluss III supplies presentsd no problem, With
few cxceptions nc moves were made, Company € shuffled ar~und some
‘n the 8th and 9th rnd agnin cn the 11lth and 12th of August, bug
all those meves were short.

Class Vo Class V presented o problem to these units heavily
engnzed, however, it was replenished with scme difficultye No unit
was defeated or fereod to withdraw for lack of ammunition, Each

o

platr n carried a basic load of ammunition into this engagement.
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For each 34inch zun, 90 rounds were carried, 65% armor. pisreing
and 35% high explosive, with s additional 50 rounds (nixed) corried
on o throcequarter ton truck for each fonr gunse Small arms ammuniw
ti~n was always adequate.

Eﬁintonance. Maintenonce was not a major problem in this
nporati-n and was performed by cach driver locally. Maintenance
of destr~ycd or disabled vehicles was n+t accemplished during the
nperaticn Aue to the intensity of fire which restricted evacuation
precedures.  After the enemy commonced his withdrawal on the 12th
some battleficld recovery took plnce mmd maintenance was performed
te the limit »f time available, Vehioular replocemants were availe

oble and c-~uld be had sasily as the supply lines wore short,

Evgecuation of casualtics, Evacuatinn of wounded personnel
from the front lincs was perforrmed in the usual manncr with few
exceptions, The lst Platonn, Company A, evacuatcd a fow casualties
by use of thcir halftrackss One of these struck a minc as it was »n
its way to the rsar,.

Communicaticne In some cases communication was adequate,

in other cases it did not exist. Actually the cnly communications
pevded were thnse with the infantry units supported, as rperatiragi
contrel was usually taken away from the company cemmanders. Three
means of commurication were used; wire, radioc and messenger with
wire and radis carrying the brunt of the loads Lt. Colenel Ashby
I, Lohse, Battalion $-3, says "We were in ¢ rmunication with higher

22
headquarters at all tires" It was not quite the same story at
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platoon level, where after all, the battle is being fought and in-
formation must be fortheoming to properly understand the situation
and eéontrol the units. A8 brought out previously, Companiés A and B
had poor communidations; Comp&n& A commander places the blame on
hi-melf for not moving his command post closer to his platoons.

Persomnel. The personnel situation is hard to summarize
exactly, as strength repo;ts are not available for an accurate
accounting of losses. From after-action reports and letter inter-
views with former unit personnel, the total losses add up as follows:
6 KIA, 47 WIA and 91 MIA with enemy losses at 130 KIA and 25 prisoners
of war taken.zsNo accounting of the enemy wounded is available, but
members of the 823d believe the number runs as high as 100, Losses
for the 823d were nearly 20% of their authorized strength. Somewhere
in the vicinity of 40 replacements were received to help fill these
losses. Replacements were adequate for those units still intact.
Gunners and radio oﬁerators were the most difficult replacement
problems; however, gunners were trained from old men on hand. Re-
placements were initially placed in less important positions wnbil
they had their feet on the ground.

Companies A and B receivedéthe Presidential Citation for their
efforts at MORTAIN. Many individﬁal acts of heroism brought indivi-
dual awards. Lt. Springfield was decorated with the Silver Star and
according to Captain Crissinger, his compény bommand;r: "He deserved
more. I just wasn't smart snough to realize it at the time. He was

24
a wonderful platoon leader and a greet soldier.”
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FIGURE (5 Tenk knocked out by 823rd TD Battalien (equipped with 3-inch towed guns) shows ineffect-
iveness of hits on front glacis plate of Tiger II. At 2 range of 500 yards, frontal
hits merely gouged out armor and ricocheted off. A track hit only partially severed
2he tiack, which did break completely as the tank attempted to back up.






FICUREL6. Two rounds in same hole on side of tank knocked out by lst Platoon, Company A,
823rd TD Battalion.
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CHAPTER 7

CONTEMPORARY COMMENT

The preceding chapters of this report have been concerned
with the organization and tactics of TD units and an analysis of
combat actions in which four TD battalions participated. During
the period from June of 1944 to May of 1945, members of antitank
units, cbservers from rearward headquarters, and foreign military
authors with the same vital interest in the subject, prepared a
number of articles and reports on the new team weapon designed to
stop armor. It is the writings of this group of officers that are
of major consequence here. Author members of TD units are considered
of primary importance, foreigh authors are touched upon lightly, and
observers passed over almost entirely because of the still confi-
dential nature of their reports. Three military writers of the
1940 era are presented because of the impact of their studies on
the subject.

Publications from which articles were considered for comment

are the Field Artillery Journal, the Infantry Journal, and Observer

keports. There remains to the future researcher in IDs a vast field
of similar untouched source material of at least equal, if not

greater value, Farticularly with reference to secret War Department

Observer Reports, which may be downgraded at a later date,

Authors writing for military journals and official observers

have approached the subject of TDs from varying points of view,
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Officer-observers witﬁ_instructions to obtain specific
information on various items of equipment, pfoblems of' persconnel;
tactical employment, the application and correctness of doctrines
and technique, and numerous other details of interest to those en-
gaged in long-range support of the battle forces, had the detached
and impersonal viewpoint of a reporter-commentator.

Allied officers and enemy writers discussed the subject as
it affected their battlefield successes or failures, and wrote from
a position tempered by their experiences and differencés in equip-
ment and techniques.

The TD officer on the job was generally too busy with more
pressing problems to prepare choice items for analysis, but when he
write, his material was directly influenced by the immediacy of
combat requirements. His were the most personal and detailed of

all the sources of authorship.

Early Comment, 1940-1941

In the Field Artillery Journal of March, 1941, are ten

articles of major interest. Four are on topics directly related to

the gun-armor problem, and are titled, "Field Artillery Organization,
Armored Force," "The Artillery in large Armored Units," "Can Grandms,
75-rm. 1879, Stop 'Em?" and "Some Thoughts on Emplacement of Anti=-

tank Guns." Two reviews are on activities of German field artillery
units,cneis.on Japanese field artillery, two are on the procurement

of artillery materiel and the establishment of an Artillery Replacement

Center, and the tenth is a seven-page article, "Suggestions for
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Equitation Instructors." Even at that date, it can be seen that a
large share of spontancous writing on military subjects probed
methods of aiding or abetting the armored attack, and this issue
of the Journal is typical of its time,

An erudite foreign writer of the period was an Italian
infantryman, Colonel Oete Blatto, author of "The Artillery in Large
Armored Units," translated in the Msrch, 1941 issue previously men-
tioncd. The article is outstanding for its foresight. Colonel
Blatto presented & number of principles in the use of armor which
were borne out in later combat, and of which some have since been
adopted nos part of the current U. S. Armored Force doctrine.

Cf thesw, four are considered for purposes of this report.
They are: 1. German tank success in Foland and France does not
indicate the invineibility of the taunk-air team; 2. The most impor-
tant task of an armored division is the exploitation, the next most
important the breakthrough; 3, Armored divisions should be organized
for counter-armored actions as well as the exploitation; and 4. The
armored division

.+ .must have two types of weapons. The first should have

the same mobility as the tank, to perform the functions of
antitank or accompanying artillery. The cother should be more
powerful and possess long range, so that tsctical mobility

is less cssential; this should assume any other function

which the tacticzl situation may demand. It would seem that

in the armies of the important powers the tendency is toward

a caliber between 75 and 90 mm, on a tank or self-propelled
mount, for the first type; and between 105 and 120 mm, motorized,
for the second type.

While the infantry and cavalry writers of the time were con-

triving new and ingenious muthods of tracking tanks with the primary
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antitenk weapon of the U. S, Army, the 37-mm gun, a scholarly
summary; "Antitank Defense;" appearsd in the May, 1941 issue of

the Field Artillery Journals The author was Lajor 4. C, Wedemeyer,

now Lisutenant Gensral Wedemeyer, an infantrymen who, according to
the Journal of 1941, "has spent the last four years in close study
of the whole aspect of antitank defense.”

As part of a "Proposed Antitank Defense," Major Wedemeyer
wrote:

«+eThe S7-mm, antitank gun is sufficiently powerful to
stop tanks protscted by 2% inches of armor. If the constantly
reported trend to thicker armor on tanks (over 3 inches)
becomes an ¢stablished fact, the present 37-mm. gun may be
modified to increase its penetration, or a 47-mm., a 57-mm.,
or even & 7o-gm:. antitank gun may bo necessary. . It is
further suggested that the -8 75-mm, antitank guns how assigned
to the medium artillcry battalions be removed entirely from
the division and that 12 more 37-mm, antitank guns be added
to the recomnended division antitank unit. This would result
in a battalion of 36 37-mm. antitank guns. The commander of
the unit would act &s antitank advisor on the division staff.

«.+.The medium tank is considered one of the most effective
entitank weapons. It should mount at least a 3~inch gun and
stress should be laid on its mobility and speed, rather then
its armor. This tank is visualized primarily as a "tank
chaser" - & positive means to seek, overtake and destroy enemy
tanks. . oIt is not believed desirable to employ the armored
division or its tank elsments in the antitank role. Armored
divisions and corps are decisive means in the hands of the
cemmander, to be employed primarily in large-scale offensive
and defensive operations,

b jor wedemcyer's article mentions the tremendous assault
aimsd at the French Army by a German armored force of 45,000 motor
vehicles striking through the ARDENNES FOREST in 1940. He writes,

«++The French General Staff couldn't ccnceive of an

ermored thrust of any magnitude driving successfully through

the rugged torrain of the Belgian Ardemnes. Yet five armored
divisions and three mctorized divisions successfully penetrated
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this deop forest and crossed the kouse River in an unpre-
cedented crploymont cf armored forces.. '

An antitank doctrine suggested by lajor vedemsyer was
similar to that asdopted for the employment of TD units when they
beeame a part of the Us Si Armed Forces, His suggested doctrine
wis: "Vigorous searching for the armored foe, tenaciously holding
on to his flanks, pursuing and destroying him at every turn.”

The article ends with several pertinent conclusions, among

them the fcollowing:

...Tanks and airplanes have not deprived the infontry and
artillery cf their former suprcmacy, but have greatly accelerated
the mctheods, changed techniques, and provided supplementary means
for mareuver or denial of maneuver. . .The tank itself (or tank
cnaser; is the primary defensive wenpen azainst tanks. Other
antitunk means, 2ctive and passive, create conditions, such as
disruption, delay, casualtics and canalization, which favor
the employment of tank units.

Shortly after this article appeared, the concept of tank

cansers was given additional support in a contribution to the Field

artill:iry Journal by lajor w. B Palmer, which came out in September

of 1941. Writing on the subject "Field Artillery -~ 1941," Major
(now Lajor General) Palmer included & section on "The Antitank
Artillery." In it he asserted,

++s1t is probably true that the ideal antitank gun is the
antisircraft gun, with its expensive laying devices and
terrific muzzle velocity. It can blow the tank apart. It
is true, alsc, that an antitank gun should have a high muzzle
velocity, an arnor-piercing shcll, great mcbility, and great
moneuverability. It should have an armored tow vehicle or a
scif-propelled mount; rather definitely the latter, if it is
to chass tanks arcund the battlefield.

The observations of those cofficers are of interest as examples

of informed military thougnt which, in 1940 and 1941, was the basis
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for the conception and formation of tank destroyer units.

Excerpts from Comment in 1944-1945

The concentrated emphasis on coﬁnter armor operations
between 1940 and 1944 gave Our.ground forces a number of methods
of deaiing with the tank threa%, particularly by the time U. S.
forces faced major German strength on the European Continent after
the invasions of 1944. TDs came into their own when a large-caliber,
nigh-velocity gun was placed on the mobile mount foreseen by earlier
writers. Armed with this weapon, they enlarged on their primary
role. On antitank missions they worked in close support of, or
attached tc, infantry and armored organizations. As supporting
units for artillery they served to reinforce fires and added greater
range to the artillery capability.

#ith these changes came alterations in basic missions. The

Tank Destroyer Field hanual of 16 June 1942 gave the units primary
antitank missions, and secondary missions as "beach defense, action
against parachute and airborne troops, and the reduction of bunkers,
pillboxes, and other weapon emplacements."1

The same manual, revised and dated 18 July 1944, lists

suitable secondary missions as:

a. Direct or indirect fire to reinforcec or supplement
that of artillery units. b. Destruction of pillboxes and
permanent defensive works. c¢. Support of landing operations.
d. Defense of beaches against waterborne ettack. e. Roving
sun and roving battery mission.

Fursuing this secondary employment with reference to rein-

forcing or supplementing artillery fires, several combat authors
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found time in 1944 to forward articles to the Field Artillery and

Infantry Journals describing successful methods of using TDs as

artillery. Others mention the practice in articles on associated
subjects.

Among interesting comments on this debated method of employ-
ment was one by a Gerran officer, o Colonel Seither, written in
November 1942 for a German service paper and translated in the

3

Larch 1944 FA Journal. Coloncl Seither considered

+++.The modern antitank gun is taking on the characteristics
of a field gun, which may determine its future appearance. In
view of these facts it can readily be imngined that the field
gun, which has, at all events, disappeared from the German
Army, is experiencing a rebirth but is being provided with the
special tochnical improvements characteristic of an antitank
gun and is to be used primarily against tanks and secondarily
for other artillery purposes.

Cn the other hand the necessity of at least using the
divisional artillery for antitank defense has compelled us to
provide these guns also with the technical improvements that
ensure that they will have the necessary flexibility and rate
of fire.,

His conclusion is given as another approach to the evolution
of heavy weapons.

Returning to the employment of TDs in a role supplementing
field artillery, five combat officers, a cavalryman and four ar-

tillerymen, are quoted from contributions to the Field Artillery

Journal of August, October, and liovember of 1944,

In the August issue, kajor E. C. Hatfield, Cavalry, pre-
sented operations of four TD units in the supplementary artillery
role.% They were the 630th, 776th, 803d, and 808th TD Battalions.

e says,

118



The following missions were developed: a. Reinforcing the
fircs of field artillery battalions. b. Deepening and ex=-
tending the zoncs of fire of the field artillery. c¢. Targets
of opportunity. d. Counter-battery fire -- to a limited
extent. e. Harassing missions. f. Interdiction missions.

...An example of the accuracy of the 3" gun was evidenced
or: the rnight of 14 January 1945 wheon "C" Company, 808th TD
Bu, in the role of reinforcing artillery, was called upon to
deliver emergency fires on a troop concentration. The target
was over 800 mils outside the transfer limits, requiring a
shift of 1612 mils, and over 12,000 yards in range. A K of
# 78 yards per 1000 was used. A check round fired at the
target in the morning showed that the deflection was correct,
range 100 short.

During a 24-hour period 21022 liarch 1945, Company "A" of
the 630th TD Bn fired 17 harassing missions on a Rhine River
bridge, a totel of 4180 rounds of HE being expended.

The .comporntive cheapness of 3" ammnunition in tonnage and
transport, and the fact that TDs are highly effective in per-
forming harassing and interdiction missions, were the reasons
which caused a marked increase in their use as reinforcing
artillery in Europe.

In the same issue of the rield Artillery Journal, Colonel

F. B. Bell, Field Artillery, reported tank destroyers in the XIX
Corps played a "prominent part" in providing fire support for the
RCER River crossings.5 The value of TD guns on harassing and inter-

dicting missions, according to the Colonel, "is too well known to

require comment."®

The 90-mm. guns were used mainly for long range missions.
Because they can be sited well forward, their fire can be
placed cn targsts beyond the range of most of the Corps
Artillery. It should not be assumed, however, that their
value is limited to long range missions only. As an illus=
tration, three 90-mm. platcons were called upon to place
interdiction fire upon roads leading to a junction at STEIN-
STRASS, approximately 11,000 yards distant. . PWs from a
horse=-drawn 150-mm. artillery battery, captured intact by the
30th Infantry Division, stated that they were unable to evacuate
their materiel because of the terrific interdiction fire.

.o oA maximun degree of offect is obtained with tank des-

troyer ammunition, and the great saving in shipping weight and
space {over heavier calibers) is evident.
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Statements of Lieutcuant Colonel J, t.. Barney; Jr.,8 Ficld

Q
o

Artillery, and Captain Pi Ci lMeacham,” in the Hovember 1944 issue

of the Field Artillery Journal, corroborate those of Colonel Bell

and k& jor dntfield under different circumstances of combat,
kajor Edward A,.kaymond, Field Artillery, author of "Brass-

ing off Kraut," in the October 1944 Field Artillery Journal, con-

cludes that
.«eThe M10 is one of the most versatile weapons on the
battlefield. It is a quadruple threat, nct only doing its
defensive job in spectacular fashion but also acting offen-
sively as an infantry assault gun, as a mobile artillery
weapon, and &s an invaluable adjunct in tank attacks.
Cocrainztion of TD units with armor and infantry has been
given detailed explanation in preceding chapters; however, two
edditional briefs on tne operation of the TD-Infantry team are
prescnted here.
It was developed on the battlefield, according to Colonel

J. F. Barney, Jr., the artilleryman quoted previously, in an

article written for the Infantry Journal of November 1944.

Infantry commanders saw, he reports, "in the heavy fire
powesr of a TD battalion, a powerful weapon to help Doughboys
when the situation called for their use in this way."ll

A study of the results of Infantry-TD action is well pree
sented in an article on the "Froper Use and Abuse of Tank Des-

troyers," by Liecutenant Eugene T. Oborn, Field Artillery, pub-

lished in the Field Artillery Journal of July, 1945. Lieutenant

Obcrn declarcs the success of the TD weapon depends c¢n an under-

standing of its capabilities by the infantry commander to whom it
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is nttachud for combat.? He produces a table showing 2 comparison
of accomplishments and lusses in component comphuivs of the 89%th
TD Battalicw, covering a pericd of scven months. During that tire,
gun comprnics worked with the same infantry regiments of the 9th
Division under varying conditions of command and supervision.

Describing the background for his statistics, Lieutenant
Cborn writes,

"A" Co was attached to a regiment which permitted use of
the guns under company contrel. Kecommendations of its com-
mender have, in the nain, been followsd. This emplcyment
favors the prescnt type of battalion tank destroyer organiza-
tion; missions were assignsd gencrally and the company officers
and NCCUs were permitted to use their own initiative in accom-
plishing these missions.

In the case of "C" and (particulerly) "B" companics, also
attached to regiments, recommendations of the respective
compeany corménders wire frequently not followed. The result
was the use of their destrcyers on missions which should and
could have becn accomplished by tanks, artillery, heavy
weapons, or the riflemcn: themselves all of which werc avail-
abla,

A resume of the chart illustrating the article is as follows:

NAH CO NBH Co I!c” Co
Encny tanks 22 17 10
Guns, 211 types 35 17 11
Fillbox and ,

Strongpoint 33 12 17
wul nest 49 8 21
GP veohicles 4 7 4
PV 465 59 1173
Own l0 or N8

lost in asctiecn 2 13 9

Combat "Xnow-How"

The cumplete inactivation of TD units was accomplished in

1946, whother they will be revived to £ill anotheruvmergency role
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camnot be ferescens However, a certain amount of "know-how!,
learued by units in combsat through somctimes bitter experience, may
be repeated fer its value to other Arms. These "tips" are as
fellows:

1. Gun positions must be changed often to secure the element
of surprisv. It was noted that the enemy would attempt any
trickery which he thought might have even & remote pessibility
c¢f bagging some of our guns. In several instances he would
withdraw a knockcd-out tenk under cover of darknsss and sub-
stitute a live tunk in its place. Close observation on the
part of the infantry and our gun crews exposed this trickery.
It was found that the Araut would re-man knccked~-out tanks
which had not burned and use them as pillboxes. It has become
the policy of this TD unit teo shell and setafire all enemy
tanks knocked out,

2. Hand grenadss are not carried by experienced units,
as they moy be set off by enemy shclls striking the sides of
the destroyor.

3. This TD battalion - like others in Itoly = thinks
that it should tie right in as & battalion to the divisional
artillery when ncting in its sccondary rcle as artillery.

4. Ancther artillery function of greut importance to the
division artillery has beoun the use of TDs as roving guns. . .
The battalion sends out two or thres destroyers te fire a few
rcunds from c¢ach of a number of positions up and down the
line, firing at definitcly located targets (such as houses,
dugouts, trails, ete.) which arg kncwn tec be in current use.
Firing is nsver done at randon.

5. The bettalion wants the biggest gun it can carry.

6. Tnc comparison of self-propelled TDs with the towed
ontitank guns of the British in the ncrthern sector emphasized
the supceriority of the M1G., Our TDs could follow the advance
of our infontry much more closely, and when enemy infantry ine-
filtrated into Allicd positions could withdraw in daylight.
The thine-skinned prime-movers fcr the towed guns could, in
general, only appreach the fromt at night. The limited tra-
verss ci towed puns also proved a serious handicap. The
chevren type rubber track was the only logical type to be
used in combat, 18
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7. A roadsidc pesition for the emplacement of heavy
weapons hos twe ndvantages. Fuzzle blast will not show on the
hard surface of the rcoadway, and extra c¢levation for increased
range is rezdily obtained by placing vehicles on the slope of
the ditch olongside the road.i9

8. It is desirable, if the artillery cen and will do it,
te have the FA crew do all the survey work: <this reduces tne
number of men milling arcund to draw enemy attention and fire
upcn the area, <0

t. I believe mcst tank destroyers would gladly swap the
air compresscer in the pioneer platoon for cne bulldozer, and I
know the field artillery werking with us would have parted with
some of thgir most prized pessessions for even a pint-sized
bulldozer.

10. Amrunition, and the range table for firing shell,
illuminating, up to ranges of 4000 yards, should be placed in
each destrcyer. This will permit one destroyer of a platoon
to illuminate an area, while the other three bring direct _fire
cn enemy armor, if the enemy attacks with armor at night.
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CHAFTER 8

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings in this chapter are derived from two sources -
an analysis of battle experiences of four TD battalions in the
Buropean Theater during the period from kay 1944 to June 1845, and
general cbservations on the subject of TD combat activities written
by military euthors of the same period,

it should be noted that other aspects of TD employment,
those factors outside actual tactical operations, are not incorporated
in Conclusions and hecommendations. Such factors play an important
part in determining the overall usefulness of a military Corps or
Arm., They include problems of training and logistics and, as in
the case of TDs, a comparision of the efficiency and usefulness of
the -TD unit over other itypes of antitank equipment and personnsl
combinations.

For the purposes of this study, the form followed in the
presentation of Conclusions and Kecommendations is as follows: Bach
conclusion is numbered and listed separately, with a brief des-

criptive explanmation, followed by the Committee's recommendation.

1. Cffensive and Defensive Capabilities of TDs

The initial conclusion of this study is that TD units suec- .
cessfully fulfillsd their primary mission, that of defense against
armored attack, and in addition proved to be capable of assuming the

offensive against hostile ground forces, including armor, by operating
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as highly-mobile, lightly-armored and hsavily-gunned assault units.

In the offensive against tanks, TDs relied on mobility and
heavy firepower to offset the disadvantage of their light protective
armor. They cperated on the offensive in conjunction with friendly
armor and were utilized to supplement the speed and firepower of the
slower but more heavily armored vehicles. They were particularly
adapted to this role when soggy terrain would not support the weighty
taunk., The TD vehicle, with less ground pressure, could mancuver
through fricendly units, outmansuvering hostile armor as well, using
this capability to attain an advantageous position, accomplish its
fire mission, and move to the flank or rear for another striks.

The Committee recommends that the characteristics of the TD
self-propelled vehicle, high mobility, light armor and a large gun,
be fully exploited; and that this vehicle be incorporated in an
organization to operate with or as a part of armor, infantry or
reformed TD units, to realize on its dual capabilities on the of=-

fensive as well as in a major defensive role against hostile forces.

2. TDs Can Be Used As Artillery

Inherent in TD organizations was their ability to accomplish
many fire missions of a type normally performed only by artillery.
It was artillerymen who first reelized and developed this capability
and applied their specialized knowledge and individual ingenuity to
work out successful methods of employing TDs on typical artillery
tasks.

Artillerymen-~authors, who wrote on the use of TDs to
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supplement their Arm,_menmioned the following fire missions as having
becn successfully accomplished by IDs:

Dircct or indirect fire to reinforce or supplement that of
artillery units.

Roving gun and/roving battery missions.

Deepending and cxtending the zones of fire of artillery.

Targets of opportunity.

Counter-~battery firc.

Harassing missions.

Interdiction missions.

In connection with deepening and extending the zonecs of
artillery fire, several writers pointed out that TDs, because of
their mobility and srmor protection, were sited well forward of
artillery emplaccments and from that position placed fire on targets
beyond the range of mest Corpes Artillery.

It was also emphasized that the comparative cheapness of
D ammunition, in tomnage and transport, was a great saving in
shipping weight and space over ammunition normally required by
heavier type artillery to do the same long-range job.

It is recommended that the possibilities of the lightly-
armored, self-propelled gun for use by artillery be considered in
the future development of weapons for that arm; and should assault
units be formed in the future, employing a vehicle similar to the TD
mount, that they be well trained in a secondary missiocn of rein-

forcing and supplementing artillery.
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3. Employment Against Fillboxes and Defensive Works

The high-velocity gun employed by TD orgunizntions, coupled
with the armored protection its wvehicle offered gun crews, gave TD
units a natural weapon to use in dircet fire against fortified arecas.
The mobility of the gun permitted crews to capitalize on the element
of surprise in attacking pillboxes and defensive works. Guns were
quickly placed in firing position, completed their mission of
placing rounds in embrasures or giving protective fire to units on
the ground, and withdrew before offective hostile fire could be
placed cn them.

In recommending thet this capability be retained as a
secondary mission for units with characteristics of TD organizations,
the Committee docs not infer that mobile, dircct-fire weapons are

the best means cf reducing emplacements.

4. TDs FPoscd Quadruple Threat to Enemy

The sslf-propelled, hard-hitting weapons used by most TD
units during the latter part of Jorld War II made these organiza-
tions oxe of the most versatile antagonists on the battlefield.
They were a quadruple threat to the enemy, being capable of main-
taining a stiff defense against armor, could cperate on the offen-
sive against all hostile ground arms, supported the infantry as an
assault gun, and were successfully employed as mobile artillery.
The primary factor in their successful employment was the mobility

inherent in the TD vehicle.
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It is a general recommendaticn that in the futurc design of
venicular gun mounts, stress be placed on the mobility of the mount

under 21l conditions of terrain and weather.

5. Considerations of Command and Employment

ID units attached to major commends in combat performed
rest successfully under commanders who had a knowledge of the tech-
niques of TD operation, or who, lacking that knowledge, accepted
the steff guidance of the attached TD unit commander. It was the
rule (correct or not) that destroyer organizations were broken down
to platocn-size units for combat, particularly on the defense against
armor.

This proccdure did nct utilize the full capabilities of the
TD company or battalion on the defeusive (particularly in the counter-
sttack) and more often placed small TD elements under junior com-
manders who were not remotely scquainted with their techniques,
and, in additiou, were not amenable to staff advice from an at-
tached, subordimate commander.,

This general situation was a cause for constant complaint
by TD organization officers and non-commissioned officers, many of
whom wrote, in service papers and elsewhere, that they were in-
efficiently employcd.

There is merit to the assertion they cculd have been used
more cffectively. Statistics prepared cn a small scale by a ID
unit show, over an cxtended period of sctual combat, major organi-

zation commanders who tock advantage of the technical advice of
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attached TD perscnnel had a more valusble weapon at their disposal
than commanders who did nct. Thoso commanders using the technical
advice of their subordinate TD leader had working for them units
which inflicted more than twice g much damage to the enemy, while
suffering onc-fifth the caSualtiés as those who did not consider
this scurce of professional assistance.
As 2 compromise between command authcrity and the best,

cverall utilization of troops trained for specific nissions, it is
recormended that such units be made an crganic part of major com-

wands, preferably at regimental or divisional level,

6. Self—propelle& Weapon Superior to Towed Gun

TD organizations equipped with the armercd, self-propelled,
antitank pun dttained greater success in combat than those equipped
with the towed antitonk gun. Using organizations considered the
supericrity of the mcbile mount so apparent that written remarks on
the difference are scarce. It was so obvicus it could be taken for
granted.

In countless operations, mcbile guns with armor protection
used these characteristics tc their decided advantage. They could
move in or out of pcesition freely; in combat, towed weapons waited
for nightfall (except in extreme emergency) befure meving, and once
cummitted had little opportunity for their thin-skinned prime-movers
to change them to ancther position. Towed guns had & limited tra-
verse, ccmparsd te the vehicular weapon, and their prime-movers were

of little assistance in altcring their traverse. The vehicular

130



weapen could rollow the advance of infantry or armer, or become a
part of the forwaerd elements of the assault, all well beyond the
capability of the towed gun.

The sclf-prepelled weapon is recommended as the best type
for use by TD units or organizations charged with a similar mission.

7. lobile Gun Mounts
Should Have Overhead As Well As Side Armor

Several authcr-users wrote that ID self-propelled vehicles
weuld have attained greater combat efficiency had they carried
cverhead as well ns side armer. They also wrote that because it
had nct been provided, nost units iuprovised their own. The impro=
visation ranged frem 2 canvas spread, to deflect grenades, to metallic
sheeting providing protection against overhead artillery bursts.

In cconstructing vehicles with characteristics and capabilities
sirilar to those of the TD vehicle, it is recommended that overhead

cover be pruovided for gun crews.
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AFFRNDIA I
628TH TANK DESTROYER
BATTALION

Training
On 10 July 1941, the 628tn Tank Destroyer Battalion was

organized as & provisional antitank battalicn st Indiantown Gap
kilitary Reservation. It owes its conception tc Lieutenant General
Hugh Drum, who then commanded the First U. S. Army, and decided that
his divisions should test antitank battalions in the Carclina Maneu=-
vers cf 1941, This battalion was a divisional unit formed from the
artillery, infantry, engineers, and medical troops cf the 28th In-
fantry Divisicn, Fennsylvania Naticnal Guard, Keystone Division.
Initially the battalion was commanded by Major Carl L. Feterson and
censisted of a Headquarters Battery, six lettered batteries, and a
medical detachnecat. Attached was a company of the division engineers.

The battalion's first tactical field training was in July
1641 2t A. P. Hill kilitary Reservation, Virginia, as a part of the
28th Infantry Division. At this time tne main armanent consisted
of towed mock guns made cof miscellancous pisces of pipe, wood, etc.,
towed by F-ton weapons carriers.

Early in Nevember, while participating in the Carolina
Laneuvers, kajer william M, Hernandez assumed command, On 15 Decem-
ber 1941, shortly after its return to the Indiantown Gap Military
Rzservaticn, the battalion was recrganized into a permaunent organi-

zation, absorbing D and E batteries, rcdesignating the remaining
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batteries as companies, and redesignating the unit as the 628th Tank
Destroyer Battalione.

In January 1942 an additional cumpany originally known as
the Picneer Ccmpany, but ultimately to become the keconnaissance
Company, was added. Also during this month the battalion was moved
tc Camp Livingston, Louisiana, where training continued until Sep-
tember. Again it moved, this time to the newly formed Tank Destroyer
Center at Camp Hood, Texas, Here, after fifteen months of training
with dummy guns, the Battalion first fired live ammunition, using
berrowed 75mm guns on half-tracks, the original ID vehicle and
WEapon.

Barly in December 1942 at Camp Bowie, Texas, the Battalion
successfully completed its first Army Ground Force tests.

In January 1942 the Battalion euntraned for Camp Carabelle,
Florida, (later designated Camp Gordon Johnston) where it rejoined
the 28th Infantry Division for intensive amphibious training.

After receiving its first combat vehicles, 36 M10 tank
cestreysrs, the Battalion meoved to Camp Rucker, Alnbama, where driver
training was siressed prior te participaticn in the 1943 Tennesses
Laneuvers.

Fericds of amphibicus training at Camp Bradford, near Nor-
folk, Virginia, and Arny Ground Force Firing Tests in the West
Virginia Maneuver Area were ccmpleted befcere the Battalicn departed
for Camp Dix and the Port of Embarkation in December 1943.

After leaving the U. S, by way of Camp Shanks on 28 January
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1944, the Battalicn arrived at Greenock, Scotlund{ on 6 February
1644 =nd from there entrained for Fackingham, England, (lccated
between Birmingham and Coventry).

After cxtensive range firing in wales, the Battalion was
moved tc Dorchester, England, to run Marshalling Camps for the
Nermandy Invasion trocps,

Relieved of its lMiarshalling Area assignment, the Battalion

emborked on Navy LSTs on 28 July for France and the combat zone.
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APFRNDIL II

628TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

Combat History

The 628ta TD Battalion left from PUDDIETGWN, England, on
26 July 1944 and loaded on Navy LSTs for France on 28 July 1944.
They landed on Utah Beach on 30 July, and within a few days were
assigned to the 5th Armored Division, XV Corps, Third Army.

The normal procedure in combat was to attach one platoon
of the Reconnaissance Company to each of the gun companies of the
battalion, which in turn were attached to each of the combat commands
and to the reserve command of the Division. The remainder of the

628th was attached to Headquarters, 5th Armored Division Artillery.

Falaise~Argentan Gap

Cn 10 August 1944, still assigned to the Third Army, XV
Corps, and 5th Armored Division, the Battalion moved out of the
bivouac arca in the vicinity of LE NANS, France, to participate in
the atterpt to close the Falaise-Argentan Gap. Route of column
passed through BRICSNE and L[E MELSE, arriving in the vieinity of
SEES, France, at 2145 hours, 12 August 1944. During the march on
11 August 1944, 2d Platoon, Company A, was acting as rear guard to
CCA's column. Sometime during the night an unidentified column
approached the route of march of CCA's column from the west. ,S/Sgt.
Koczan, Company A, challenged the leading vehicle; and when it

failed to stop, Sergeant Koczan fired his .45 caliber pistol and
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killed the driver. He then destroyed the next two vehicles with
hand grenades and brought .50 caliber and .30 caliber machins gun
fire on the remuining five vehicles, while the M10's opened fire on
tne rear of the column with three-inch H.-E. to prevent a with-
drawal. In all, eight enemy vehicles and 240 enemy troops were

destroyed.

Battle of the Seine River

The Battalion Commander,  Lieutenant Colonel william Hermandez,

woent out to contact Gompany A on 29 August 1944; and while directing
fire on enemy tanks, was killed at 1830 hours near DOUAINS, France.
Major William J. Gmllagher, Battalion Executive Ufficer, assumed
command of the Battalion at 1700 hours, same date. In the same
action in which Lieutenant Coloncl Hernandez was killed, Corporals
G'Brien and Tartaglia, .3d Platoon, Company A, each destroyed a Mark V
tank at 1700 yards range just west of DOUAINS, whilc the platoon had

one 310 Tank Destroyer knocked out.

Drive to the Belgian Border

On 27 August 1944, the 5th Armored Division with the 628th
Tank Destroyer Battalion attached was relieved of assignment to
Third Army and XV Corps. On 30 August 1944, the 5th Armored Division
was given the mission of marching direct to the Belgian border with
the least possible deléy. The Battaliqn left bivouac near GUERVILLE,
France, at 0730 hours on 30 August 1944, with CCB. It passed through

the outskirts of PARIS and continued on through SENLIS, COMPEIGNE
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Forest, NOYEN, GUISCARD, VILLENEUVE, and VALENCIENNES, arriving at

CONDE, France, on the Belgium border at 2330 hours on 2 September 1944.

Battle of the Hurtgen Forest

On 23 October 1944, the Battalion moved to the vicinity of
KALTERHERBERG, Germany, where for the first time since entering
combat civilian homes were utilized for billets, a policy which was
continued from that date until the end of hostilities. On 1 Novem-
ber 1944, the new M36 Tank Destroysrs equipped with the 90mm guns
arrived to replance the M1O's with the threse-inch guns in the three
firing compznies.

On 3 December, CCA with Company A attached, was further
attached to the éth’Infantry Division in their attack on STRAUSS,
Germany, while Company B was attached to CCB on indirect fire mis-
sions. The battle of the HURTGEN Forest in Germany was by far the
most intense period of combat experienced by any unit in this Bat-
talion, and full credit can be paid to CCR and Company C for their
outstanding combaet record in this engagement. This was the area
that the enemy had becn able to strongly fortify and were determined
to protect, as it controlled the approaches to the vitally important
network of dams which fed into the ROER River area, To the north,
British and American units were approaching the west bank of the
RCER but could not cross until the network of dams in the hills
above their positions were held by our forces, It was known that
the German plan of defense was based on their ability to hold these

dars to the last possible minute, and then release this vast supply
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of water to flood the entire ROER River arecd.

Enemy artillery employment in the HURTGEN-BERGSIEIN area was
the heaviest encountered, The artillery fire was such as to confine
tank crews . to their tanks for hours at a time, and air bursts and
shrapnel caused many casualties to the men in the open NM36 turrets:
One 136 of Company C hit a mine in the vicinity of BERGSTEIN on 6
December 1944, and the crew climbed into another M36 for protection.
Shortly afterwards, however, this other 36 with both crews aboard
received a direct hit in the open turret with a white phosphorous
shell. As the result of this experience, plans were immediately
started to build an armored turret top for all tank destroyer
vehicles, This modification for all M36 Tank Destroyer vehicles
was finally completed in January 1945 and provsd invaluable in

combat on a number of subsequent occasions.

Battle of thg Ardennes

Upon the arrival of all units in the new area around 1400
hours on 24 December 1944, Company A took up a defensive position
in SCY, Belgium; Company B was attached to the 83d kecounnaissance
Battalion, 3d Armored Division, and took up defensive positions in
the vicinity of GRANDMENIL, Belgium; Company C, Reconnaissance
Company, and the Battalion Forward CP were establishsd in EREZEE,
Belgium; and Headquarters Company and the Battalion rear echelon
elements moved into BOMAL, Belgium. No cne knew just how near the
enemy had approached, but it did not take long to find out. Company

A's position in SQOY, Belgium, came under asrtillery fire shortly after
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their arrival, and the enemy launched a small infantry ccunterattack
which approached to within 200 yards of Company A's position before
withdrawing. At 0130 hours, 25 December 1944, the 2d Flatoon,
Company B, had 2 road block established in GRANDMENIL, Belgium,

when an enemy armeored column was heard approaching the concealed
pesition., Sergeant Moser, Tank Destroyer Gun Commander, permitted
the leading enemy vehicles to come up to 25 yards of his position
before cpening fire, and then in quick succession knocked out the
first two tanks at almost pointblank range, both of which were later
idertified as Mark V's. This caused the other vehicles in the enemy
cclumn to withdraw, and no further attempt was made by the enemy to
utilize this GRANDRENIL-EREZEE-SCY road network which they needed

tc preperly protect their nortnern flank. Later in the same day,
members cf Company B found two hark V tanks abandoncd by the German
crecws becausc they were out of gas; and these twc enemy tanks were

also destroycd.

The Roer to the Rhine River

Company B attached to CCB was the first unit of the Bat-
talicn to cross the KCER at LINNICH, Germany, on 25 Februery 1945,
and the remainder of the Battalion fcllowed the next day with Com-
pany A attached to CCA, Coumpany C to CCR, and Battalion Headquarters,
fleadquarters Company, Reconnaissance Company,Headquarters the Pioneer
Flatocn, and lNedical Detachment moving with Division Artillery Head-
quarters. The initial assembly area east of the ROER River was in

the vicinity of KOFFERN-HOTTORF, Germany. All elements of the 5th
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Armered Division then swung to the north, capturing RATH, ERKELENZ,
HARDT, RHEINDALEN, REEYDT, bypassing MUNCHEN-GLADBACH and continuing
through VIERSON, ANRATH, HULS, TONISBURG, AND VLUYNHEIDE where the
Battalion CF was established on 4 March 1945. Company & in ths
meantime had proceeded with CCA in the attack against KREFALD, while
Company C continued with. CCR in the attack on REPEIEN and ORSOY on

7 March 1945,
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APFENDIX III

704TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

Training

The 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion was probably better known
to the Germans than it was to the people within the United States.

The nucleus of the 704th was formed on 15 December 1941 from
Battery D, 22d Pield Artillery Battalion of the 4th Armored Division
at Fine Camp, New York, where it was attached to the 4th Armored
Division for training.

The first commander of the 704th was Lieutenant Colonel
Storck who relinguished the command to his executive officer, kajor
Uden, who soon received nis promotion and commanded the battalion
until Orleans, France.

After receiving its basic training with the 4th Armored
Division at Fine Camp, New York, the 704th packed its equipment in
early September 1942 and proceeded to the Tank Destroyer Center at
Camp Hood, Texas, for a three months training period where a fuller
knowledge of tactics and the use of equipment could be gained.

During this three months period, the battalion put emphasis
on gunnery, camouflage, cover and concealment, and the employment
of tank destroyer companies and platoons with armored units.

Specifically, great emphasis was put on fire and maneuver
and individual tenk destroyer versus tank tactics. These tactics

involved agile maneuvering by a tank destroyer so as to place it in
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a position to fire at enemy tanks in. their most vulnerable areas=--
their sides, suspension systems, or their rear.

From January to August 1943, the 704th maneuvered with the
4th Armored Division in the California Desert. During these maneu-
vers, it was. found that in the majority of problems the battalion
could be better utilized if the companies were attached to the ma jor
Sunvat ¢lements, such as a combat command, In many instances, platoons
were sttached to reinforced tank battalions.

It was thought that by using the tank destroyer companies
or platobns decentralized from battalion control, a better dispersion
of the tank destroyers would be brought about, thus giving the tank
destroyers a better opportunity to be used in their primary role--
that is, antitank.

In late August 1943, the 704th moved with the 4th Armored
Division to Camp Bowie, Texus, where it underwent physical condition-
ing training and the Army Ground Force combat tests.. The latter
- consisted of small unit problems where a platoon leader would be
ziven a situation such as that of a Geyman tank attack against a
defended position. The tankdestroyer platcon leader and his platoon
would then be graded on the following techniques used in deployment:
setting up firing positions; mansuvering to the enemy flanks; and
the degree of chance taken in a simulated tank destroyer versus tank
action.

A considerable amount of attention was given the tank des-

troyer versus tank technique, inasmuch as the taunk destroyers were
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simply 76mm guns mounted on a medium tank chassis with only three-
eignths inch armor plate for protection againsf small arms fire.
Since the gun crews had no armor or a turret for protection, this
meant that they would be completely =t the mercy of any encmy weapon
of 450 caliber or larger. Alsc, the crews would be exposed to any
type of ovorhead fire in their opoen vehicles.

Orc 18 Februory 1944, the 704th left the States and arrived
15 days later at Liverpo;l, England. From there the battalion en-
trained for Trowbridge, England, where the next four months were
spent in final preparstion for the job ahead.

This preparaticn consisted mainly of review training of
everything learmed in the States. From time to time, the tank des-
troyer companies maneuvered with the 4th Armored Division which was
ncarby. These maneuvers consisted mainly of small unit problems

similar to those in the Californis Desert.
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APPENDIX IV

823D TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

Training
The 823d Tank Destroyer Battalion was activated 25 July 1942

at Camp Carson, Cclorado. Major (now Colonel) Charles B, MoClelland
was thce battalion commanding officer; Captain (now Lieutenant Colonel)
Robert W, Rayburn was the battalion executive officer. A small
afficer cadre and a 77 enlisted men cadre was furnished by the 804th
Tonk Destroyer Battalion. Fifteen new officer graduates of the
Cavalry School were assigned from Fort kiley, kansas.

The battalion remained at Camp Carson for about six weeks,
conducting cadre training and crientation of newly commissioned
officer personnel. The unit participated in a good amount of
nountain-elimbing during this periocd for the purpose of physical
conditioning. The battalion climbed Pikes Peak in August 1942 and
c¢laims to be the first military unit to sccomplish this, in formation.

On 9 September 1942 the 823d moved to Camp Livingsten,
Louisiana. At this time it was still in a cadre status, with only
the minimum esserntisl items of TOXE equipment. On or about 1 October
it received 250 fillers from Camp Robinson, Arkansas, plus its general
purpcse vehicles. Busic training was then conducted until about
1 January 1943, when it received 400 newly inducted men from Texas
and California. On 5 January the battalion was transferred to the

Basic Unit Training Center, Camp Bowie, Texas. This center was a
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subordinate ccmmend of the Tank Destmoyer Center at Camp Hood,
Texas.

Individual training, basic and advanced, was completed at

Camp Bowie, and cn 13 April the battalion moved to Camp Hood, coming
xunder contreol of the Advanced Unit Training Center, the Tank Des-
troyer Center. At this time, the outfit was converted toc a towed
tank destroyer battalion (3-inch gun) and received its first major
items of equipment, a few 3~inch guns and halftracks. At this

time, a strenucus 3d-mcnth training program, including weapons and
tactical training, was undertaken. . During May, McClelland was
transferred to cocrmand the 10lst Cavalry Group, and Lieutenant
Colonel Paul B, Bell, FA, assumed command of the battalion.

The battalion completed its proficiency firing tests with
the highest score then recorded for a towed tank destroyer unit.
Other proficiency tests culminating the end of the training period
at Camp hood were accemplished in an excellent manner, and on 31
July 1943, the battalion moved to Camp Claiborne, Leuisiana.

At Carmp Claiborne, the battalion was given additional train-
ing tests by Headquarters, 1lst Tenk Destroyer Brigade., Then came
the series of 6, 12, 18, and 25-mile road marches. In September the
battalion left for Third Army maneuvers in the Louisiana Maneuver Area
where it was attached to jthe 84th, 99th, 102d, and 103d Infantry
Divisions, respectively., The battalion completed maneuvers around
the 15th of November with an overall rating of Excellent, the only

tank destroyer battalion te receive this rating during this particular
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phase of nioneuvers.’

Upon roturn to Camp Claibormne, it was given the mission of
preparing for AGF tests - tactical, physical, equipment, etc., and
getting every individual qualified for POM. About this time, Bell
was transferred,  and the battalion executive, Ma jor Edward A. Cos-
tomiris, assumed commend. In Januery 1944 the battalion took its
varicus AGF tests, which it passed_with high scores, particularly
the AGF physicnl tests. Around the lst of February, Major (later
Lieutenant Cclcnel) Stanley Dettmer assumed command. During February
tajor General Frank @, Milburn, Commanding General, XXI Corps, with
representatives of the Inspector General, Us S. Army, inspected the
unit.

Late in Fcbruary the battalion received its alert orders
from the Wor Department. All equipment cther than that prescribed
as minimum ossenticl by POM instructions was turned in, last-minute
personiel changes were effected, and on or about 8 March it moved
by rail te Camp Miles Standish, near Taunton, Massachusetts. The
advance detail 6onsisting of two officers had departed for England
in late February. The battalion was scheduled to sail during the
latter part of March, but the ship earmarked for it developed
mechanical trouble. It did sail from Boston aboard the "SS Sea

Forpeise" cn 6 April 1944,
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AFFENDIX V

MAPS

l. Germany, 1:100,000 GSGS 4416, Sheet No. S-1 -~ Bonn .. omitted.

2. Germany (Central Section), 1:25,000 GSGS 4414, Sheet No, 5503 --

Elsenborn .. omitted.
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