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OPERATIONS OF THE 89Z4 2'.D. BN. (-Co"4)
IN SUPPORT OF THE 28th INFANPRY DIVISION IN QHE VICINI®Y oF
VOSSENACK, GERMANY £-9 NOVEMBER 1944, (RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
_ " (Personal Experiences of a Battalion §-3)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCT ION
| This monograph covers the operstisns 6f the 8934 Tank

Destroyer Battalion (-Co A), in the vieinity of VOSSENACK,
Germany, 2-9 November 1944. during the battles of the
HURTGEN FOREST, _ _

In order.to orient the reader it will be necessary to
discuss briefly the major events which 1ed up to this action.
You will recall that the Western Front at the end of

October wag fairly stabilized, with the German Armies occ-
upying terrain favoring the defense., To the north, water
barriers faced the British and Canadiaﬁ forcéé, in the
center the SIEFGRIED LINE and MEDZ fortifiéations faced the
Twelfth Army Group, and to the south the VOSGLS Mountseins
faced the 4llied forces. (1) (See Mep A)

o In this center area First Army was to launch aﬁ attack
toward COLOGNE with its main effory-on.the left in the sector
of VII CprpS. (2) V Corps on the right of VII Corps was |
directed to coﬁduet,a preliminary operation to secure SCHVIDT
and the ROZX River dams to-prsﬁent the eﬁemy from using the
dams to flood the ares to5 the north through which the msjor
'attack would pass., (3) The £8th Infantry Division as part of V
Co>rps had moved into positions east of ROIY, GERMANY by the 27th
of October, (See Maﬁ B) snd prepared to jump'off 31 Odtoher; {4)
THE GENERAL SITUATION

Immediately to the north, VII Corps was building up to

launch the msin attack in the direction of DUKEN snd COLOGKE.




a8 800on a8 the dams were seized. To the south, othcr elements
of V Corps were prepared to Join the 28th Division in rolling
up the difficult SEIGFRIED Line defenses from the flank and
rear as fai south as MONECHAU,., This would give us another
good supply route to the COILOGNE Plaln. |
In planning the attack of the 28th Division it wag assum-

ed that it would be an infentry action for several reasons,
Aerial photographs snd intelligence information indicated that
there wss no road or trail from VOSSENACK to SCHMIDT and there-
forc no vehicles couid support the ittack-initiaily. Another
reason was that the SCEMIDT area was apparcntly frea of enemy
armor. Finslly, it wsase believed that our artillery and gir force
could effectively 1solate the battlefield once the operatlon
lstarted. (5)

DISPOSITIONS AND PLALS OF THE 28th INFANTRY DIVISION -

Tq agsist the reader in understanding the narrative and
the actions of the tank destroyer battalion it is necessary to
describe the dispositions aﬁd plans of the division in some
detail. :

The ESth Infentry Division was disposed with three regiments
generally abreast on a five mile front. (See Map C) Employment
of its regiments was practicslly dictated by V Corps. The 109th
Infantry on the north was to attack north through'the forest
until it reached the cleared ridge on which the town of HURTGEN
was located. This wouldrsirVe two purposes: firét, seaure the
north flank of the division from serious counterattacks which
the enemy had launched from this directisn on the divieion
which the Z8th had just relieved. Secondly, it would secure a
line of departure'from_which gnother division could later use

to seize the town of HURTGEN, (6)




On the right of the 109th Infantry the 1l2th was.to
attack to secure VOBSENACK then tﬁrn southeast and take
KOMMERECHEIDT and SCHMIDT,_the lafter being the primary
objective of the division. {7) The 110th Infantry, less one
battalion.which gonstituted the division reserve, was on the
right of the 112th Infantry and was to attack south, secure
objsctives albng the KALL River end the rosd between SCHMIDY
and KESTERNICK. To their right (west) was the 28th Rec-
onnaisance traop.operating South of JEAGER HAUS.

Division Artillery was to support the attack with
conventional fires on a&ll known or sﬁspeeted targots from
(H-60) 0800 D-Day and thereafter largely on cell of the
infantry. The 893rd Tank Destroyer Battﬁlion (CoA), the unit
with which we are cohcerned,.was opergtionally controlle& by
the Division Anti-Tank Officer who served as a member of the
- staff of the dftillery commander, This battalisn was initally
assigned the mission of reinforcing the fires of the general
suppnrt artillery, and prsparing'plans for thé empldyment of
the bettalion in the anti-tank defense of the division's
zone. (8) |

The opposing forces were estimated at 5000 Infantry on
the immediste front of the division of which Z000 were not yet
committed. 'These troops were the.major elem#nts of the
Germaﬁ 275th Infantry Division, Additional troopsrcould be
myved in from less active fronts, (9)

The 28th Divieion after almost a months rest on & aquiet
sector of the SEIGFRIED Line had received many replacments
and was nearly full strength. Its combat efficiency was

excellent, while that of the Germans waé considered good. (10)

(7) A-7, p. 286
{8) A-2, p, 3 Personal Knowledge
(9) a-7, p. 288
(10) A-10, P. 5



Poor weather prevailed htefore and during the operation}
with-fog, rain, snow and ceold cioudy days following esach other,
Roads in the divisidn-area were fow 4ud a8 & result of wet
weather, soggy. The terrain was hllly and generslly heav1ly
wooded with cleared ground on the ridges where towns were
lscated.

The status of Bupplies.was gocd. the major’shortagé in
21l units being overshoes. Artillery smmunition was in 1iﬁitgd

supply, btut considered adequate for the operation,

DISPOSILIONS auD PLANS O VHE 8934 . D. BN. (Ses Msp C)

| By the S0th of October the 8934 ©. D. Baitalion, less Go.
A and the lst Heconnaleance Platoon which were on-a mission |
with cavalry troops to the south, had moved.into its aseigned
indirect fire positions to support the attack the following
day. (See Chart 1 for Tenk Destroyef Battalisn Organization
and Data) The battalibn command post and service elements
were in the v101n1ty of MULLARS SCHUIE. Co. "R" some 3000

yards northeast, and Co, "C" waes located about 2000 yards
southeast 3f the town, 'The.battalion at this time was at full
gtrength in personnel, replacements having arrived whlle tho
unit was sn a comparatlvly quiet sectoar to the sauth. (11)
The battalion also had its full compliment of wheeled and :
track vehicles, 1ess one tank recovery'vehiclé. The msjor
supply shortages were in winter clothing, particularly over-
shoes énd gloves., (12) The coﬁbat effi¢iency was eonsidered
excellent.,

‘The terrain in this ares played & critical part in the
operaﬁion to follow, and deserves further émphasis to assist
the reader in abtalnlng a mental picture of VOSLENACK and
vieinity. (See Map D) The forest which cnvered the entire

ares, except on the ridges where the villages_ﬁere located,

(11) personal knowledge _ o .
(12) Statement of Major Willism . “Hunter, then Battalion S-4
4 Bot. 49 | ‘
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consisted of piﬁe tfees averaging seventy-five feet tall., So
dense was their growth that éven in brosd dayligﬁt only a
triékle'of sunlight filtered through. Cutting the farest up
into huge squares were fire lanes and trails., +‘hese lanes and -
trails were soft and soggy fron froquént raiﬁs. AB you emerge
from the woods in the vicinity of SERMETER and lsok generélly
north to the next clearing part of the town of HURLSEN is seen.
Following this ridge arsund to thé eacst you see the towns of
BAANDENREAG and PERGSIKIN. Next is s sharp drop to the KALL
River valley and finally to the southeast the hill on which
EOIMELCCHEIDY and a portion of SCHMIDI can be seen, All these
towns form a horseshoe of terrain dominating the VGSEENAGK
'finger' at a range of abodﬁ 3000 yards or 1éss. The only
paved road in the area runs north to HUKLGEN,.(13)

The gun companies orgenized their fire direction centers
had their positions surveyed in, prepared fire possibility-
charte, cleared trees masking their fire and placed the
authorized 50 rounds pér gun on position. The tattalion estab-
lished liason with each 1nfantry_regimént and'division artillery.
Wire and radio —commun'icartions were estatlished within thé bat_talion
and tied in with the 630th Tank Destroyer.Pattalion (Towed). One
radio channel was set oﬁ the Division Air 0. P. frequency. Thé
-firing schedule for the attack the following morning was sent to
the gun companies. Although they had not yet registered due to
limited visitility they were prepared to fire. (i4)

There was no enemy armor 1n the area, however plannlng for
the employment of the battalion in its primary mission was con-
current with the plans and activities necessary to deliver
gupporting fires, ieconnaisance Company (less 1 platooﬁ w/Co.A)

made & reconnaisance of the road net in the division area to

!

(13) Personal knowledge
(14) A-9, p. 3, personal knowledge
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Gstermine the most likely routee of snemy tank approsch and
'position areas to counter sueh moves. _

The prevailing bsd weather which had prevented the.ro—
gistration of the gun companies aleo resulted in orders post-
poning the divisions' attack which was to have taken-plaqe tho 
following morning.(15) In spite of the fog, rain and mist

which continued throughout most of the operation, the attack
was finally ordered for 0900 hours 2 November 1944,(16)

This postponement gave all unite addition#l time to per-

fect plane and study the terrain. |

FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE OFFENSE

The next two days (31l October and 1 November) were spent
rounding out unfinished details, The gun companies were regist-
_nrod, F.D.C.'s and gun crews organized to fifo on & 24 hour
'-schedulo, fhrce days smergency rations on esch destroyer were
verified and thfco rounds per gun of & new type high velocity
. &rmor plercing smmunition (HVAP) was placed in ready racks.

All troops werse fed "B" rations while in indireot fire positions,

Tenative plans "A" and "Bﬁ for the employment of the bat-
tallon in itse primary mission were drawn up after = conferonce
with the officers of Reconnaisance Company and a porsonal recon-
neisance by the battalion commander and his operstions off-
icer., These plana fitted in with the over~all anti-tank and
traffic circulation plans of the division and were approved.
Plan "A"-was designed to stop tank attacks from the direction of
HURTaEN which was considcrad the maln route for enemy armored
attack into the division area, Plan "B“ was designed to block
the east and south :outes of approach into the area, although
no routes of approach from the east could be dedﬁotcd from map.

snd aerlal photograph studies, Primary positions for both plans

(15) A-7, p. £86, A-10, p. 5
(16) A-6, p. 90



“Were generally in the CEaMETER - VOSSENACK area for 1 compaﬁy
with second company acting as reserve and adding depth at
: critical road jumctions. Company commanders were furnished
copies of the plans and an operationé code covering the
divisiOn area to include the objectives., Juestions relstive
t> both the plams and code were anewered at the time of issue.
(17) |

Information as to importénce of the operation was at this
time lacking,‘glthough it was 1earned that plans were made to
support this operatisn to the morth amd south. Up until the.
Juomp-off time mo ememy armor was repsrted in the ares. (18)

Meanwhile supply elememts were concerned with hauling
three inch ammunition to the gun positions, and in one in-
stance s rsad df emptj ammunition boxes.was éonstructed'over
Soggy ground in order for the trucks to reach a platoon firiag
position in B Companies arqa. {19}
| Reconnaisance company established limson with the 294th
Engineer Battélion manning road blocks along read and trails
in the northern section of the divieion ares, gemerally 3000
yards west of the town of HUWTGEN, (20) {See Map D)

Prior to H-hour the division received an additionsal
mission to attack southwest from SCHIIDYT, take STECKENBORN
and aid in the defgnso of the KESYEANICK area whigh troops
 t5 the south were to assault shortly, (21) #his order had no

effect on the immediate dispositicns or plans of the battslion,

NARRALION
+HE PALTALION SUPPORTS WHE AVIACK.

-

At 0800 hours (H-60) 2 November 1944 Companies "B" ama "Q"
tegan their schedule of suprortiag fires. These cdncentrations

covered the emtire division zone, particularly knowr and

(177 A~11 Fov., and personal knowledge

(18) A-9, p.2, personmal knowledge

(19) Statment of Maj., William P, Humnter Bagttalion 8-4 4 net., 1944
(20) A-9, p. 3 '
(21) &-7, p. 286
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suspected enpﬁy infantry positions, and wore.daliver?d in son-
~ siderable volume, | |

One hour later the attack. jumped off on gchedule and the
fires Of.the battalioh for'the rest of the day were.mostly
infantry support missions. _Iﬁ the north of the divisiom zone
‘the 109th Infantry msde good pfogfoss averaging 500 yards or
more through ﬁarbed ﬁifg,.Schu-minas and booby traps a1l
covered by maching gun and small arms fire. Im the center,
oné battalion.of theillzth Infantry, supported bty elememts of
the 707th Ténk Battalion jumped off from positions in the
woods just west of the GiuMElia rosd, dook WOSSENACK by early
aftermrom and remﬁined-therq'as planned, To the south the
110th Infantry received comsidersble artillery and mortar
fire, which combinmed with the enemy stubbbrnly defending
concretorpillboxcs and-gxtensive entrenehments limited their
advence to 200 yards, (22) | |

About moom this first day, when it was appareat that the
attack on VOSSENACK wes meetimg with success, the commasnder
of the 8924 Tamk Destroyer Battslion imitiated plans for the
forwar& displacemeat of the two'gun_comﬁanies. At 1300 hours
the first report of enenmy érmor was received from Divisior
Artillery. This report imdicated 10 epemy tanks had moved
into the woods ssutheast of KLEINHAU, and shortly thereafter
another.report wae received etatimg that 2 enemy tanks had
maved into the woods nmortheast of the same town. (23) (See
Mep D) - |

During tho'day glement: of iecomnaisance company performed
missions assigned by battaliom. They reported that the road-

_blocka_éiong the north of the division zome were im Some csses

P.91 .
November, persomal kmowledge

)
DNe
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invdlved in firefights but, since our.engineers_were about
50.strong at each position, supﬁorted by Anti-tank guns, 50
caliber machlne guss and had mimed g2nd booby trapped the ares
" B0 threat coula be forseen from that direction. %hey also
reported that the engimeers following the 112th Infantry.héd
swept the trail southwest of RIGHELSKAUi anﬁ rosd a8 far as
~the church in VOS:ENACK. (See Map D) Recommaisance company
also selegted termative positioné for the gum compamies some
2500 yérds‘west of.hICHELSKAUL; The Pioreer Platoomr removed
mines and felled trees in the selected areas to prepare'them
for_indirect-firing. |

Up umtil 1700 hours the gum companies fired some 2500
roumads, "BY Compamy firimg over half of this amount;_most af
it being infamtry supportimg fire. (24) -

Durlng the night 2-3 November the companles fired im-
terdictory and harrssasing fires,

Or 3 November plane for displacement were spproved, the
sctual movument.to the neﬁ positions to take place the follow-
ing mofning. During the day the battalion laid wire from the_'
selected site to the neafest artillery unit for fire comtrol,
established liasom asd arranged for survey. An artillery
observer reported three enemy tanks 1000'yards north df
BUATGEN at 1100 hours; This was oaly enemy armor reported -
in the area during the day.(25) Durimg the rite 3-4 Hovember
Companies fired interdictory and héirassing fires. One gun
of FC" Company developed a leaking recoil system and was ordered
out of action.

iWo battalioms of the 112th Imfentry had moved out oa this

date, and after some mimor skirmishes onme battalion wae in

(24) A-11,2 Hovember 44
(26} persymal knowledgs
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KOMMERouHSIUY and the sther moved om to SGHHIDT. The division
hed reached its objective and had comyletoiy suprised'the eremy
in the SCEMIDT area. However the overall picture in the
divieion left much to be accomplished. SCHMIDT had mot beenm
entirely cleared of tﬁe enemy. By nightfall only thrﬁe tanks
of'the'707th Pank Eattaliqn had masaged to cross the marrow,
steep, unimproved trail the imfamtry had used to cross the
KALL ﬁivarrvalley. ' This was the route to be used im supplying
the régiment in SCEMIDT. The battaliom of the 112th Iafantry
remgining in VOSSENACK was:feceiving-accurate enemy.artillery.
fire. Tﬁ the north the 109th Infantry was heavily engaged im
see-saw battles, repulsing ome majof counterattaék. To}the
south the 1iDth Iafantry could meke only limited gaims inm the
hoavily-fortified fdrest. Caeﬁlties im the assaulting units
were'heavy. (26) |

YBE BAsabi0n to COMMYYWED Ik Tin AﬂTI-TANK ROLE

At 0910 hours oa the 4th, 14 enemy tamks were fcporfed'
southeast and east of VOSSENACK, their exact location ot yet
known, At 1000 hours the divisionm Anti-tamk officer passed on
to battalion the missiom to repel a tank attack comimg from the
direction of HURTGEﬂ, using ﬁlun'"B" modified. Compaay "C"
1sss ome platoom was givem the mission and ordered to the
vicimity of RICEELSKAUL, preceded by elememts of its attached
Reconnaisance platoor, The remeining Piatpon comsisting of 3
guas.was ordered to the mew imdirect fire positiom, A radio
relay station was set up om high ground some 3000 yards west
of RICHELSKAUL ir order that comtact be maintained with the
battalion commaﬁd post and "B" Company in the réar and the

battaliom commenders psrty smd "C" Compaemy im the vicimity

A-6, p. 91
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of RICHELSKAUL.

 Meanwhi1e elements of Recomnaisamce Company comtimuing their
mission of route reconmalsancs rcpofted thatvthe nmeim road emter-
img RICHELSKAUL from the souﬁh was not emtirely im ourlhanda
nor was it cleafed of misnes. They also reported that the trail
entering GERMETER from the west was not yet cleared of mimes
and that the morth south trail some 1000 yards west of GERMETER
‘wae mined 5OO yards north.of the trail jumctiom. (See Map D)

Ia the GERMETER-VOSSEHACK mres enemy tenks had been meither
seen mor heard. Towéd guns of the 630th Tamk Destroyer Battaliom
which had supcorted the 1nitia1 attack of the 112th Iafantry were
well disposed alomng the GERMETER road amd additiomal towed gums |
were reported enroute. Simce there was mo tamk sttack, "g"
Company was ordered to move its mew imdirect fire posifions and
irstall grousers. (Grousers were attachmemts for full-tracked
vehicles which gave them iacreased tractiom for nogotiating,aqft
~and eteep grduld.)

Ar additionmal mission to recommsiter for other rﬁutas to
KGMMERSSHEIDT was received since it was apparent the trail
beingrusad by the tanks of the 707th Taﬁk Battalion wes &lmost
impassible. 'The platoom leader of the‘Rccoinaisancc attached
to "C" Campany completed thie task and reported that ao sther
route was passable, that the route the'tanké were using nesded
improvement because it was toomarrsw for our vehicles amd that
it wss blocked by three tanks which’haﬁ thrown trackB JT were
otherwise dsmagod. The Lecommaisance officer also rcportedr
that the earliest time the trail could be cleéred was by dawn
the followimg moraimg amd them only by edditionsl help for,

or increased effort by the emgimeers. This imformation wes
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passed om to Divisiom by radio amd to the Divisiom Amti-tank
offioer who arrived at RICHELSKAUL about 1430 hours. {27)

Heports of engmy'tanke contismned to come in. includingfa_
radio’ imtercept report that énemy tanks were moviag against
SCHWIDT, Simce the towed Tank Destroyers were mol to arrive
for some time, the Divisiom ATO ordered that{ two platooms of
the 8934 TD-B;. take uﬁ pé:itioné in VOSSEWACK, The guas moved
up to RICHELSKAUL while the company commarder asnd platoon |
lesders wemnt imto VOSSENACK to seleot positioms im the rubble
of the town. It was almost dark befdro'thcy returned and took
the guns ihto-poeitions. ?he company dommanﬂqr'reﬁorted he had
beer unsble to determinéiinfantry dispositions in town sinmce
orly a few mes were Seem and these s&ffering from fatigne ard
shock_due Yo heavy enemy artillery fire. Simce the aitﬁapion
was obscure the battaliom commamder, his party énd the Division
40 decided to comtmct the commemder of the 2d batteliom 112th
Infantry to effect necessary coordimatiom, A% thc'Iﬁfﬁntry ¢ P
it. was learmed that the heavy artillery and mortar fire, which
let up to some exteant at nit&, was caﬁsing exceptionally heavy
casulties to the imfamtry dug im om the east 8loped of VOSSENACK
and that e tenk attaock wae,expedted. Lissom and coordimation

ﬁerc effected about 1915 hours. Ihe 34 Platoon of'“c“ Compaay
was in positions south of the towa mear the church, aad the
1st Platoom was im position of readiness‘aeﬁr GERMET&R.

While the_bétfalion commanders ' party was im VOSSENACK
ofders were received at 1700 hours from Division Artillery to
move the_number‘of destrayers necessary tn VOSSEQAGK to repel
any tank attapk. Sinoi the battalion commsader Was on foot

and c¢>uld mot be oomtacted, the executive officer ordered "R"

(27) A-9, p.5, persomal knowlsdge
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Company to VOSSEIACK immediately. So it was as the buttalion
comtemdier was returmimg to the division CP that he met "B"
Compamy on the trail southwest of RICHELSEAUL. Upbn 1earuing
that division had ordered them up, the béttélion commamder
ordered them to take up positions in GERMETER and await further
“instructions. Sevgral_destroyérs had togged dowm in the old
Varea but by dawn the compény tamk recovery vehiéle had draws "
them out and théy had joimed the company in GERHETER. (28) o

Upor arrival gt the Division CP at 2150.hours instructions
were received to send one company to KOMMERSCHEIDT &8s soom &8s -
the road wag opemed. A combimed imfamtry-tank sttack by ele-
ments of the 89 Imfantry Division and 116th Pamzer Division
hed retaken SCHMIDT early im the day. ‘Ihe £8th Divieion planmed
to attack SCHMIDY again the following day, amnd "C" Company
‘would have the mission of establishihg road blocks om the three
routes imto SCHMIDIY. (29)

The battalion qommaﬁder and operatibnsgofficer then réturned
t7 the béttalion Gommamd post whers remaimder of. the staff and
the_Recoinaisance Compamy commamder were briefed. <The latter
officer was given a brief writtens ofdor for "B" and "C" Company
éommanders and told to elaborate om this to ihsure,understanding
of the new mission assigred each compamy, These imstructions
called for "C" Company to eross to KOTMERSCEEIDT a8 Soom as the
trail was opened, il Company to move imto VOSEELACK, imform
the infantry batfalion commander of the change a;d_reliévo
ngn Coipany's liasor at that command post. |

A review of the evemts taking plac§ on 4 Novamber indicated
that the situatica was nnt tad promising. Eneiy artillery and

mortar fire was heavy and'aceuratd, enemy'taaks'were reported

(28) personal knowledge
(29) A-9, p.é

A-7. p. 292

A-2Z. p. 69
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on all three sides of the division sallent trouble with the

MER across the EALL Hiver was 1ncreasing, units soutk of the

river were under almost continunsus pressure, in the south,

a Battalion of the 110th, thé diviéions omly reserve, had

reached SIMOHSKALL iw & flanking move; all units were suffefing
heavy.casulties; and the ememy's pressure wss incraasing.'

Weather comtimned to be Lad therﬁby eliminating needed air-
support. Commuaicatior was almrst entirely by rédio, since

~wires were destroyed almast as_sébn ag they were repaired; (30)
During the night ¢-5 Lovember Compeamies "B".and n"on

~made their chamge-over im VOSSENACK durinmg which time their
movements brought om an artillery concentration which bLlemketed
the trwn., Ome platoon of "B" Company was guided by the. infantry to
positlons on the open slope east of VO°SEHACK enroute they 108t
one destroyer which fell thru rubble into a cellar, A secomd
platosn was disposed'ncrth of the center of town, gnd the last
piatoom took up posltlons on the left of the second platson.
”eanwblle "en uompany moved to am assembly area south of VOSEENACK
 where the trall enters the wWoods and waited for the attached ’
‘Reconnaisance platooa to. report the route opem. Here the des-
troyers took om mortar amd miscellsmeous émmunitian which am
officer of the 112th asked them.to take across the valley.

The three gua platoon of "Q" Compamy lost another destroyer which
hlt g mine om the trall southwest of RICHELSBKATL, as it wzs coming
up to joim the remaimder of the compamy. By the time they had
removed the casulties, ammumitionm snd useful equipment and

arrived in VOSIENACK, it was daylight and the othér platooms of
"C" Compamy were in the KALL valley enraute to KOMMERSCHEIDT,
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THE STITUATION BECOMEZ CxlTICAL

By 0530 5 November the enginsers had opened the MSK to
KOMMBESCHEIDT but it still required consideraﬁle skill to
negotiate. By 1000 hours six of the eight destroyers had
reached the town, One had been 1ﬁmobilized by artillery fire
in the draw and ite crew was kille& or cépﬁured by Germans on
patral. One had developéd‘an 51l leak and made it osnly to the
edge of the'ﬁoods nyrth »f the town,.where.it atapped for
repairs., It took over frur hours ts negotiate s>me 2000 yards,

These éuns arrived as the infantry was réceiving ite second
counterattack of thé day. The T, D; platorn leaders conferred
with the tank platosn leader who had been there since th§ night
of 3 Novemter. His recommerdatisns were acqepted'and the 1st
platssn’ moved in pasitions west »f the town with his 3 tanks
and the Zrd Platoon moved east of town; The combined fire of
the TDs, Tanks and Tnfantry broke up the countersttack.

This same morning at 0715 the situation in VOSSENACK was
entirely hefogged. The battalion commender and his sperations
officer while enrnute to th:t town received‘a report from "B
Company that the infantry reported an enemy tank attack on the:
town, Shortly thereafter another report stated that 12 Tiger
Tanks supﬁorted‘by infantry were approaching the town. (31)
Still ng reporrt came from RN Cvmpany indicating they were
engaged. Upon arrival at the "B" Company CP at ATCHELSKAUL
at 0800 the battalion commander osuld find no evidence of a
tank attack, Meanwhile the destrayers in town found the artill-
ery and mortar fire the h&ttest they had ever sncHuntered.

It wae necessary that they Peep thelr radios on 24 hours & day."
This caused the batteries to weaken rapidly in the co1d
weather, and it was therefore_necessary to charge them fre-

quently ﬁsing the two diesel motors which furnished power to

(31) A-11, 5 November
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moverthe destroyer. <This attracted considerabie fire to,he_
difected.at them, and mnoh »f it fell om the infantry. By
noon each »f thé four.T, D's., nn the'siope east of VOSSENACK
had been hit four times, their infantry guide was killed
and six crewmen wiunded by fragments coming thru the open
turrets, Equipment and-stoﬁage on the outside of the vehicle
‘was being kuocked off or torm to shreds., All pletdond had
similiar experiences., ihey could only =it there and hope to
spot ome of the'frequentlj reported enemy tamks, but mo
target sppeared. (32) | |
Over on the 'hill' (the nickname which wus bestowed om

KOUMEsSCHEIDE) the enemy was growing stromger by the hour.
He continusd to blanket the area with artillery and direct flra,
and made repeated counterattacks. Durlng_the day the third
Bl toor leader and his orew were kiiled by an exploslon inside
the turret, the first‘platoon lesder w«s wounded as were a
number of the crew menm im toth platooms. Four enemy tanks were
feported knocked out..(SZj"By 1630 this day (5 November) the
remaining two-gum platnon had beem guided scross the KALL iiver
and was ordered into reserve positions Aorth of KOMMERSCHEIDY.
This piatoon wag furthur instructed to move into town at dawn
the following morniﬁg. (34)

- 8hortly after dark, stout 1730 hours the battalion com-
mander,received'a_meséﬁge to report to the CP of the 707th
Tark Rattalion, north of JEAGKL HAUS, (See Map D) Here the
battalion commanders of thé 3d.Battalion 110th Iafamtry, 707th
rTank Battalion and 893d leamk Destroyer Battaliom discussed |
the organizatiom of Yesk Force Kipple, so named since Lt.

Colonel iipple, the tamk battalioa commander, was im commamd.

(32) persoaal knowledge
(32) A-11, 052115 iovember 44
(54) 4-10, p. 108
personal knswledge
Statement Lt. W. Fuller Rea. Ptrn, Ldr. atechd. Co. "C"
18 Nov 44 ' :
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Included in the force were the elements of hG" Company im the
KOMMERSCEEIDY srea aad oue platoom of "B" Company, inm the
VOSCENACK area which was to move across the draw with s supply
column of the 112th Infantfy sbout midnite, 5-6 November. (35)

Durieg each aight all.units.engaged ix a frantic effort.
to resupply, evacuate casulties, amd briag up available
replacements. It was durimg this aight that the situatiom im
the EALL valley alﬁng the MSR becane éven more critical. The
"3" Compamy commamder amd his Reconmaisance platoon leader had
returmed to VOiSZNACK early im the night 5-6 November to pick
up ammunitiom and try to get immediate replacements for his
~two platoom leaders. The 1liassom officer with the 112th Im-
fantry wss assigned-to "C" Compamy @8 a replacement énd aliter
they had secured the emmumitiom they moved to the head of the
draw wkere a columm of weasels (M-29 Cargo Carriers) samd jeeps
were held up. Wﬁen they Lheard am explosiom they assumed the
trail‘had beern mined amd returmed to VOSSERACK to try earlj tre
mext moraiang whem the trail wss clesred.

Actually Germen Combat Patrols had ambushed the infentry
supply columa and the eagimeer company. Ax aid statiom im the
KALL valley was visited by esemy patrol members whom the aid mes
observed minirg the trail, {36)

In VOSSEﬁAUKI"B“ Compamy with recovery vehicle attempted to
evacuate the destroyer which had fallem im & cellar. Usknown
to them enemy heavy mortars had registered on the destroyer
dﬁring the day end after they had dismoumted and hooked up the
destroyer ard attempted tn hoist it out, the soumd »f racing
motors brought im a mortar éonceﬁtration which seridasly

. wounded the compaay motor sergeant aand one mectamic. The

(25) personal knowledge
(26) A-10, p. 150-133

19




destroyer was laft inrtha cellar,

S0 it_wenﬁ1during the night while the battalisn commander
~and his,operaﬂions officer were at the division CP with Tt.
Cdlonel_Ripple crordinating and receiving final instructiona
relative t5 the task force that the suﬁply ryute wss not
gompletely in our hands. ;This was the route to ﬁe used by the
light tank company of th§ 707th Tank_Battalion,'the platoonn
of Tank Destroyers from "B" Comnany and the battalion of the
110tk Infantry, which under Colonel Ripple was to cansol;date
with all forceslat KOMMERSCHEIﬁT and atﬁack to retake SCHMIDT,

About 0630 6 November "(" Company commander, & replacenent
officer, and thé Reconnaisance-Platoan Leader, with ;heirljeeps.
1oadei with ammunition followéd‘the Reconnaisance platosn
- leader for another try at the KALL valléy. ' They had not gone
more than 300 yards south of VOSSENACK when the Reconnaisance
Officer spotted an smbush of about 40 Germans. Bath sides
npened fire at the‘Same time, 8 PANEERFAUST hit the Reconn-
aisance Nfficers' jeep and = burst from & German machine gun
hit his machine gunner and = msn in the back seat, "C" Sompany
- Commender's machine gun jémmed and he was forced to bail sut as
a German lunged at him with a bayonet. Thie he slapped aside and
with those who had not teen hit returned t» VOSSENACK. Here
they found the 24 Plsatoon of "P" Company which was giing to
attempf to'cross the valley alone since they had not seen the
supply eslumn earlier in the night, (27)
| Tre Reconnéisance Platoon Leader asked for two destroyeré
to help him get his two men who had been wounded, It was 8till
dark and foggy and as they neared the ambush ﬂe gave the order

to fire, The destroyers opened up with machine guns they had

(237) Statement Lt. Jack W, Fuller,
Reconn. Ptn,., Ldr. 18 Nov. 44
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installed oa the top of fhe turrets, killing and woumding
some of the Germans, the rest fled. They fouad the two men,
oné dead, the other seriously wounded.

About this time, Colonmel ipple and the iafaatry battalion
arrived. The "G" Company commander.reqﬁested é platoonm of
infantry to clear the MSR and accompai& the Tank Destroyer
platoorn across the valley. This was mot possible im view of the
mission assigned the Task Force, its reduced stremgth {the
battalion was drwa to-EOO‘man plué'lOO heavy weapomns men) and
because it ﬁaé an engineer miesiorn to keep the trail opemsd.
“Gﬁ Uompaay commander therefore crossed on.foot with the in-
'fantry‘column which skirted the trail and fought its way thru
the valley. (26) The Recormaisance Platoon Teader was left to
guide the destroyers uﬁ,'gnd a8 they started down the trail
‘they met some engimeers who to1d them damaged vehiclee blocked
the trail and that it was mined. They returned to the edge of
the woods and waited for it to be cleared.

On 6 lovembter operations contimued with but little success,
The initistive was'passing to.the 8XEemy. The weather comtimued
to be bad, roads wére Quagmiree, there w:.s mo place for mea to
dry their wet clothimg, enemy artillery, direct fire and emsall
arms ,poured iato KOMMERSCHEIDT, from three sides; VOSSE&AGK'
received its chare of enemy.fire. The situation im VOSSENACK
was, by moon comeiderabely weakened. The Germams had moved in
88 far as the éhurch. (39) (See Map D) A visit to the tenk
cﬁmpany CP in GER'ETER was made to coordinste a'eouﬁterattack
to be made by therengineeré, sﬁpnorted bty tanks and TDs. This
counterattack tnok place early im the afternors and was only

partly successful, Another was planned for the frllowing
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moreing &8 more ergineers were arriviag to fight as iﬁfantry.-
A visit t5 the Infantry battalion G?.iﬁ VOS:ERACK which was now
located in & cellar on-the rorth side of town, some 200 yards
west of the church brought forth a request for some fire on a8
unkaswa number of euemy 120 mm mortars ia the draw slout 500
yards morth of the GCP, . The-platoon leader of the first platoon
- in "B" Compamy had reported that hqavy myrtar fire wus coming
ix on him from this same sarea, |

Goﬁpany "B" was assigned the miseiomn, smd the Reaoﬁnais-
ance Compamy Commamder volumteered to'obsérve and ad just the
fire of the two guns'from the 2& rlatoor which wers readied.
to move out. Usimg a handy-talkie radio the Recommaisance
NDfficer moved to the open gfound morth of VOSSENACK, while the
TDs moved to positioms some 500 yafds east of GERMETER. 4 |
comcentration of high explosive amd white phosporus was dir-
ected at the Recommaisamce Officer &s he ad justed time fire
over their germeral locetion. Hé then called for super-quick
fuses. The mortar fire ceased as the three-imch gung raked
_up and down the draw. No further mortar fire was recelved
from that directiom.(40)

The fhird platooa of "B" Gompany waited all day at the
head of fbe draw. Thewengiheer work im the valley.was slow;
mogt of them havimg beem pulled out to fight,ae infantry im
VOSSELACK. Shortly after dark & Germam patrol atfacked th?
destroyers., ihe patrol ﬁas.finally drivem off by the number
of hard grenadeé throwa at them. The,platoon_requestéd amd
received permissiom to returm to GERMETER,. |

Im KOMMERSCHEIDT the 6th of November was & bad day. Only

two types of positions were available, cover pasitioms im the

(40) personal knawledge

£E



woode north ofztawn_or exposed positions on the flanks of town
and in the rubble. These exposed positions were under enemy
tank and gelf-porpelled gun fire, principally from the dom-
inating SCHMIDT area and the east, It w@s necessafy far the
armayr to osccupy the exposed positions if the infantry was to
kold KOMMERSCHEIDT. 'All thonghtof attacking SCEMIDT was forgst-
ten, It taok'all forcds avalilatle to hold against the frequent
: eﬁemy attacks throughout the day.

During the day "C" Company was reduced to three operational
destrgyerﬁ, five damaged desiroyers, and crew membera of guns
incapable of firing now fighting se infantry. The emergency
rations snd smsll arms smmunition étowed on the vehicles were
being put to.use; It was their only source 6f supply. How-
ever'thoy were little concerned with oatihg, only with survival
and relief, Four fully opcratidnal tanks were left at the end
‘0f the day. Three others had damaged turrets.

On the divieion front there was litile progress during the
6th »f November. To the narth the 109th Infantry continued
_ pressure, and in the afternoon the 12th RCT of the 4th Infantry
Divisinn tegan t> relieve them. - To the south the 110th Infantry
cleared seversl pockets of resistance within their ares. Artil-
lery, mortar, and small srms fire continued to be heavy and
casualties mounted. (41)

During the night -7 November the principle concern of the
battalisn commander was to reinforce and'resupply Company "C".
The -112th Infantry Supply officer had assigned the battalion
two weasels for resupply of the company. These were a part of
& large convoy he hsad organizcd to oroes the.KALL valley that:
night. The S-4 of the 893d. T, D, Battalion loaded these with

(41) A-~7, p. 194
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anmmunition znd medical equipment as fequested by "C" Company -
commander amd the Admimistrative Officer of-"C" Cﬁmpany was

to mccompsmy them. Also orgamized to smocompany this columm

was & make-shift platoom of destroyers. _This-platbo? corsisted
of four replacement destroyers for "C" Compamy, persomnel from
"C" Company headquarters-(administrative, mainterance, and
supply personnel}‘and the gersonnél from the destroyer which
héd'developed & leakimg recoil machanism. Thé column got as
far ss GERMETER,most of the columm halted whem a lomg and
heavy artillery corcemtration lsmded alowmg the road., Some

of'thé supply column contimued om but "C" compamnies supplies

- were mnot delivered. The make-shift pletoonm wever reached the

MSR. The lead destroyer beegme bogged down omn the trail s»uth
of "g¥ Company's rear CP, the secomd bogged daw:-ﬁttumpfing to
by-pass it amd the untresimed orews of the remaining two TDS-
could do little more them tow them back out of the soft area.(42)
A comferemce was 8lso held with the Assistant Division
Commaeder relative to the orgamizatiom of TaﬁkkForce Davis, |
which wes to imclude two platoome of "B" Compamy amd the |
make-shift platoom of "C" Gompanj.- More defimite imstruetionms
were to be issued later. However ﬁhis plan was mot carried out
since the situation deteriorated evem more before it could be

put ia effect. {42)

_ KOMMERSCHEIDT IS ILOST-VOSSENACK REGAINED.

At 0600 7 November the exmemy commenced & coordimated
attack on KOMMERSCHEIDT; .It began with a 30 mimute artillery
preparation amd wae closely followed by infanfry(estimated
88 ome or two battalions) ard 18-20 taiké_(Mark V and VI}

supported by direct fire of other temks amd SPs dn the SOHMIDT

(42} persomal kmowledge
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-ridge. (43)

‘he Germans followed trLe barrasge so elssely that the
enemy were firing at_thém_from.elose range tefrre they were
moticed. In the ensuing battle which lasted until about 1030
hours, tws more of the operational destroyers were knockgd-out
along with fayur »f the damaged guns. They had kmocked sut five
of tke enemy tanks and killed some 40 of the accompanying
infasntry. The second platoon lesder knockéd aut a Mérk VI at -
20 yarde before his destroyer was hit., This attack left "C"
Company with one operational, one damaged destroyer, and no
platoon leaders. The tankers Qf 707tk Tank Battalion were
reduced t5 one operating and 2 damaged tanks. The armor
withdrew to the woods northeast of town and the infantry
followed. fThe enemy did nof presg their success, Thraﬁghaut
the remainder of the day requests for artillery fire on enemy
positione were relayed from "C" Company commander, Particularly
on the woods east of theif positions where the Germans seémed to
be concentrating. Fire from enemy artillery and tanke paured
ints the ares »Hur troape'held all afternson,

At 1830 the enemy launched another Tank;infantry attack
which was broken up 100 yards from our Infantry's position bty
artillery fire. (44)

In VOSSENACK this same day. the engineers launched an
attack t2 retake the remainder of the.town,.the attack of the
déy'before_having reached the church., The attack was supported
by 8 p:atoon of tanks with.the 18t platoon of "B" Company 8934
ID Bn, ae osverwatchers, Artillery and mortars fired a prepar-~

atory barrege and at 0815 they jumped off. By 1500 they had

A-9, p.197 . o '
A-11, 6-7 November 44
personal knowledge
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retaken the tawi.
Meanwhile the. TD battalion commander had received add-
itlolal 1nstructlols relative to Task Force Devis amd ax
order to send the third platoon of "B" Company across the
KALL valley. Thls was the platoon which had been umable to
¢ross with Taesk Force Ripple becaussg of thc iafiltration amd
miaing of the trail. to KDMM&RSCHEIDT. The Reconnsisanco
Platosn leaders attaéhed-to "B" amd -"C" Compamy took & half
track early im the moraimg amd checked thé MSR entramce with
the emgimeers. They reported still mimed and hlocke&. The
few emgimeers left had all they could do to repel Germam
ratrols, The ﬁeconnaﬁsanco-platodn leader attachéd to "V
Gompanyvhad'remained with the third platdan of fB“ Company
aad was to'guide them over, They-departed from RIGHELSKAUL‘at
1500 after takimg ;l a load of smell arms ammumition, msachime
guns, émergeﬁcy rat.ioms amd medical supplies, Efforts to
secure an infantry escort or have the trail cleared first
were unsucoessful since cverj available man was in the 1line.
The platorn regsived only sporadié artillery fire gring
through VOSSENACK but when they tnwmed south and siarted across
the 1200 yards of ospen ground direct fire aﬁd machine gun fire
came 2%t them from thd southeast. Artillary blaﬁketed the area,
The two.loading'destroyershwera knocked out the third received
a8 hit on the left driving sprocket and the fourth was ghing so
fast that it failed to stop on the mushyground until it crashed,
into the woodline near the enfrance to the'drgw. (45)"This was
the last attempt to resch KOMMERSCHEIDT. -

Reporte of enemy tanks continued %o come in from the air

(45) Statement Lt. J. §. Fuller Reconn. Ptn. Ldr. November 44
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0P, ffom‘the infantry and from "C" Company. -Eneﬁy tanks were
reparted'iﬁ inereasing numbsrs in the HﬁETGEHJBQAHDENBERG—
BERGSTRIN-SCHMID? and KOMMERSGHEIDT BT&88 as well.ﬁs in tﬁe

EALL valley itself. The lst platoon of "B" Company in VOSQENAGK
could not however locate any targets within range.

In the remainder of the division sector the 12 RCP of the
4th Division héd‘complctolyrroltévcd the 109th Infantry in
the north, the 2nd Battalion of the 109th relieved the remsin-
ing elemente of the 2nd Battalion ;IBtH Infantry and enginesrs
in VOSSENACK and ﬁrdqred to hold at all costs. The 110th
Infantry {less one battalion with TF Ripple) mad§ emall
gdvances in the south against sti¥f resistsnce. (46)

On the night 7-8 November the battslig‘n commander returned
to the command post proper in MUiARSCHUTTE at 2200 tours, Here
they met the Division AﬁtieTank pfficer who iésued instructions
concerning the withdrawl of forces south of the KALL River.
‘This was planned to stert at dusk on'the evening of the 8th
of Ndvember. The MSR trail wouid be.secured and held open by ;

the third battalion 109th Infantry. These instructions were
| éncoded in detail and relayed to"C" depany at 033155 November
as'Division had qrderid;. The asgembly area for "CU Company
was the forward battalion.GP southwest of RICHELSKAUL. The
nightly staff conference was concerﬁq@jprimﬂrily with plsans

for receiving, resting and reconstituting "C" Company., Efforts
to have "A" Company returﬁed to the battalion had continusd from )
the beginning to the end of the operaﬁian, but without success. |
"B" Company persoﬁnel were also badiy fatigued. Division In-

telligence Reports during the operation indicsted 2000-3000

(46) A-6, p, 91
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rounds of enemy artillery and mortar fire falling daily in
‘the VOSSENACK-GER'EIER ares. (47)

On the morning of 8 November fingl plans were drawn up
for the reception of the remanents of ner Company and the
battélion commander departed for his forward CP at 0900, .
Reports of increasing numbers of enemy tanks continued to
come in, A dismountcd patrol led by the 24 Recannaisanao
Platoon Lesader was sent to determine the poesibility of
evacuating the destroyers of thc third platoon of "B" Com-
pany which were lost the day befors. About 1000 hours the
tank platoon leader in VOSSENACK called for TDe to fire at
Bome enemy tanks in the SGHMIDT"arca. Tho range was over
3000.yarde and the 18t and 2d platoons which moved in fired
several rounds per gun but could not identify the targets as
tahks. Meanwhile'tho infantry battalion commander in VDSbENAGK
agraed tﬁ have the destroyers remain in ocover positions in
SERMETER during periods of good visibility when early wern-
ing of an enemy tank threat could be exﬁeoted At night ana
daring periods of poor visibility the guns ‘would remain in
'town.

: Tho Reconnaisance platoon lesder returned from his patrol
at 1300 hours, He and two of his patrol members had betn
wounded. He reported that evacuation of the vehicles was not
faasible, and further the ares around the gunl waE under
small aTme mortar and artillery fire.

About this same time the tankers rsported targets on
the BERGS EIN ridge. The first platoon of IDs movsd back’

into_town. The targets appeared to be pillboxes and the

(47) Personal Knowledge
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resnlts of firing were unknown, At 1600 hours en Alr 0.P.
reported enemy tanks and infantry north of KOMMEASCHEIDT
and due east of the batteredlremanents of our forc@s. The
lst platdoﬁ'moved'to positions on & knoll south of VOSSENACK
end spotted them moving west scross the open ridge some 3000
yards southeast of their poeiticn; The first round fired was
a miss, the second, é'hit. The enamy'creW'bailed out only to
be caught in s ﬁlatoon.salvo of high explosive shells, This
wag a Mark IV tank, The numbﬁr three gun hit a Mark V and spun
it halfway around. It burst into flames, The remaining two
Mark V's were engaged by the four TD's, One caught fire and the
_crew of thé other bailed out. They, along with some enemy inf-
antry were caught by high explosive rounds. There remained
one Mark VI, sevarai others along with the infantry had with-
drawn to the woods, The destroyers had been firing normal
ammuntition and now the switbhed ﬁo'the few rounds of HVAP
{High Velociﬁy Armor Piercing) they had ready. They decrcas-
ed the range to allow for the increased muzzle velooity.-
and sScored hits, The,cqunt was verified by the operstions
officer end it was believed that this action by the platoon
of "R Compaﬁy had halted another attéck on our forces that
remained south of the KALL River. _

"In the division sector the 12th RCT continued to attack
to the north where the 109t* Tnfantry had battefed_itself‘
for six days. It made écme minor gains., In VﬁSSENACK.thI
infantry (24 Bn. 109th Inf.) took the usual pounding from
artiliéry fire, In the south of the sector the 110th Infan-
'try'cﬁnsolidatéd.géins. The 2d Pattalion of-the 109th Infan-

try had moved up and opened the MSR across the KALL for the
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withdrawl.(48) Fatigue, tension, trench foot, and the cold
wet_weathér were also adding to the toll of casuities.' The
nervous tensisn can in some degreé be shown through the number
of enemy tanks reported in the area 8 ﬁovémﬁer. During the

| day the tally kept by the operations officer of the 893d TD.
Bn. indicated tetween 250 and 300 enemy.tanks had been re-
ported,

OUR FOACES W1 THDnAW FROM UHE LOMMERSCHET DT AKEA

Dﬁrihg the night 8-9 November the withdrawl ias'carried'
out as planned. In the assembly area designated for ™C"
Company (200 Yards southwest of RICHELSKAUL) all wae in
readiness. On hand were medicsal peisunnel with sedatives,
stimulants and first_aiq eQuipment and transportation. Guldes
were spotted. Personnel began arriving aBaut'2515 héurs and
continued to straggle in until 1020 the follow1ng day. Some
infantrymen and tankers also came to the same ares. The men
had many weird experiences it relate- enemy tanks parking.over
their foxholas,rrounds bouneing off the front of Mark V'an&

VI tanks like golf balls, one round df_HVAP piercing the
frontal plate on a Mark V at 800 yarde and of artillery fire
that completely shattered their nerves. A4As soon a& & truck
waé'filled the men were moved to a rest area.in the rear.
-One offlcer and twenty Seven men of "C" Comp&ny returned
'from the KOMMEXSCHEID? area.

On the 9th of November ordsrs were received to keep one
platoon of TDs in VOSSENACK at all times and to hold at all
costs. Enemy tank: reports continued to come in. 1In the
rear, supply personnel &t all levels were extremely cooperative,

Replacement destroyers, equipment, and smmunition were being

(48) A-6, p.92

30



picked up by the battelion's serviee slemente. Replacements
‘however wers not all traihgd TD men. Some were anti—aircraft;
srtillery and tank replacements but by the end of the five
‘day rest period these men would be familiar with their jobe.
All but three destroyers were on hend at the end of the day.
Service elements of the battaiion worked night and day.
Ammunition, fuel and tatteries for destroyers were the major
requirements, Supﬁly truoké lost their breking powér because
of the deep mud which ground the brake linings off,

In the afternooﬂ one platoan of "BY Company was given
a direct support nmissiosn of neutralizing some pillbsrxes in
the southern Sectﬁr. After the S-3 and 2D platoon leader
coordinsted with the S-~3 of the 24 battalisn 110th Infantry
the platron moved down to the RAFFELSBRAND aresa to carry out
its mission. Patrols reported 100 enemy daaﬁ in the area
fired in. (49)_ The meke-shift platoon of "C" Company which
was\organized on 6 November was atteched to "B" Company and
" positioned in GERMETER. Another composite platron was ordefed
to be formed ty "C" Company and held in roﬁdinoss for immediate
~use, | |

Tn VOSSENACK the infantry battalion commander requested‘
that our liason with him be equipped with better communications,
An SCR 610 with batterypmok was installed in th§ CP.A Recon-
1 naisance officer snd seversl men were sent to an artillery
0P in GERMETEXR as ﬁart of the observation and warning syat#m.

The situation, though s%ill critical should the_enemy
decide to attack in strength, began to settle down to & |
normal defense mission,

To sum up the results of this battle: fPhe 8934 Tank

(49) A-11 9 November 44
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Destroyar'Bétﬁalion (-Co A) did support the operations of the
28th Infentry Div181on to the best of its ability, While it
failed to get sufficient anti-tank support acroes tho KALL
_Rivar, & contingency which had not been adequately planned
for, the support it d4id render was adequate in proportion to
other arms present in the restricted area. It forced ihe
eneny to commit tank forcee a8 well s infantry foroes it
had probably planned to use elsewhers and caused enemy infantry
to 50'r01uqtant to acoompany their tanks in some instances. The
276th, 89th Infantry Divisions and 116 Panzer Division{with 18 guns
SP 75 mm and Tank Regiment of 60 Mark V and VI tanks)were
engaged in this operation. ‘Including tanks dcatrofed by "c"
Gompanf {not verified) the b#ttalion desstroyed 3 Mark 1¥, 10
Mark V end & Mark VI Germen tanks, and killed over 150 enemy
personnel. The results of some 6060 rounds of indirect fire
were unknown. | |

The battalion lost 9 killed 20 missing and 38 wounded.
(Most of the miseing were found dead three monthe later) Of
24 destroyers cntering‘the action 16 were lost (11l by "C"
company, b by “B“ company). (60} These losses were in pro-
portion to those of the 707th Tank Battalion wnich entsred ihe
action with 50 medium tenks snd lost 31 and the 28th Division
itself witbi ever ﬁﬁoohcasulﬁies during the. operation. (51)
This action was one of the major disssters of World Was T1I.
As far as the battalion was concerned the enemy accompliched
.thrse thinge (over and above the physieal deetruetion) (1)
Showed that he was not through fighting yet (2} That we
should never underestimate his capabilities and (3) That our

terrain evaluation was correct.

(50) A-12 Dtd. 6 November 44. personal knowledge
{61) A-10 p. 268
A-6 p. 93
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As a result of the outstanding bravery on the part of
It. Turney W. Leonard, 1lst platoon Co. "C" 893d TD Bn while in
KOMMERSCHEIDT area he was awarded the Medal of Honor. (52) His

citation includes in part the guiding of his pla toon to firing

- positions in the face of heavy enemy fire, and although wounded

early in the actisn, continuing to fight. At one time he
advanced alone and destroyed an enemy mmchine gun with & hand
grenade, He also reorganized iﬁfantry slements which had loét
their lesders and exhorted them to hold. Minally an artillery
shell shattered his arm and he went to an sid station, later
captured by the enemy.

'_ ' ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. THE MAIN SUPPLY ROUIE

In this operation the main route of advance of the
division d4id not include an idoquate main supply rcoad or
provisions for an alternate supply road. In the planning stage
this Waé_proﬁabiy not oonsidored & serious drawback., AB the
action of the 112th Infantry was thg main efforﬁ of the division
and plans included the use of M-29 Cargo Carriers for resupply,
it was evident some difficulty was to be expected in resupplj
in this area, Had the overall plan of isolating the battle-
field by artillery and sir action succeded the regiment may
well have consolidated its'gains and the engineers had fime to
construcf & suitable road ahross_the valley. The fact:that the
planned isdlatién failed to occur msde the trezil (the only one
availatle) an item of paramount importance. It was essentini
that it te held opened, maintained and impfoved ss that armbr-
support, reinforcemnnﬁa_anﬁ raéupply could be gotten To

threatened area. With enemy patrols active in the KALL valley

’

(62) A-13 p.31V
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security forces should have been providedffor the MSR trail.
Had such foroces been avallable, iﬁ is beleived the cngincers
aoﬁld'havi repaired and widened the traill so that it conld
be used for one-way traffic. Such action would have sllpwod
passsge of snti-tank units, tanks and supply vehicles which
were badly needed in-thi KOMMERSCHEIDT area. Evacuation of |
casualties would also have been faoiliteded. fhc strong sn-
emy Treaction to the advance of‘aur forces Bouth of the KALL
River placed a hodvy doman& on all unite for resupply and
replacement. This reaction indicated a particular need for
anti-tank elements. The loss of two destroyers by "C" Co-
mpany in tﬁc valley, the failure t¢ resupply them and get
replacement guns to them, a8 well as the failure of the
prlatoon of "B" Company to reinforce them wase due 1n large
part to the difficult situation on the supply route. Reoonn-
aisance for an-altirnati route wes made bui none counld be
found. The failure to provide for, seoure and maintain.an
sdequate sﬁpply rduta rosultad-in the losz of oritical ter-
rain caaential to the suocese of the operation,

2. WEATHER AND TERRAIN

Hext to the enemy in importance, are ﬁht weather &nd
terrain. These play the primery role in operation against .
our own force, In thie particular operation plnns appesred
to have provided for all contingencies. Good weather whioh.

. wWa8 evidentily expected failed to mitorializc. Sinée iqolat-
ion of the battleground was to be accomplished by artiliery
and air, both requiring good observation, the continued bad

weather eliminsted ﬁhis-poasibility.,Had_the weather been

gaod, the artillery and air would aertainly ﬁavo gono'a long
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way in reducing the effectivenese of any ressrves the enemy
attomptod.to employ in the ares, As it happened, the isolation
Tailed ﬁﬁ reach the level necessary, due primarily to fho'bad
weather. The rain, sleet and snow also affscted the_terraiﬁ,
particularly the roads and trsils needed by the battalion,
The few roads (except those which were hard-topped) and’
traila which were aveilable were turned into quagmires. It '
waB necesssry to install grousers on the destroyers and |
chains on vehiclea to push through ihe avef despening mud.
Brakes became ussless on most vehicles in the battalion.
The combined effect of the weather and terrain delayed the
movement of all t&pes of transport and hampered the operat-
ion. Observation was restrichted by mist and rain as well as
the dense WQods.-Critical terrain was held by the enemy sand
when observation was good his fires were accurate and heavy.
The weather had other effectis not materially visible. The
Vcloudy days and black nights had a depréssing effect on
troops operating in'thildense fofoat. There wae no placo to
dry out.wot clothing or gain temporary releif from the cold.
_Adding to these the almoet continuous eneny artillery and
mortarrfire one can well imagine the ultimste effect on the |
combat elements. Had the weather been good, it is beleived
the isolation of the battleground would have been snough to
turn this defeat into & resasonably successful operation.

3. REPORTS OF ENEMY TANE ACTIVITIES

Throughout the eritical phases of the operation'enamy
. tanks were reported ffoquantly. Repsrts must be factual
complete and acourate, False repsrrts, unverified may lead
to premature deploymeﬁt af reserves and movement to areas
they are not needed. In oritical situations such reports 

tend to increase the teassness on the part of all'paraonnél
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and confidence is loét in the unit reporting. Reports of en-
eny tanks should include &8 a minimum the number and'timc

~ observed, their location and direction of movement, othcf-

| wise for example, the message 'Z0 tanks' repbrted by one ob~
server may be transmitted to the acting sgency by several
echelons of command at'ﬂifferent fimes. Since tanks cen move
 rapid1y,‘time'to_verify esch report does ﬁot 6££eﬁ exist.

‘In this operation the critical situation (due to heavy éncmy
fire, high casualty fatc, the weather and the terrain) result~
ed in many erroneous rcporté &nd the expenditure of much art-
illery ammunition as well &8 the movement of anti«taﬁk ﬁnifs
snd an increased stirain on the already fatigued infantry.

4, THE ENEMY CAPABILITIES

'Never underssstimate the oapsbilities of the enemy'. This
1s a phrase we all lesrned when we first donned a uniform in
the army.-Fcf sevef&l months prior to the osperstion, the b))
unit 1ike many others, had Been the enemies'defenscs erumble.
Heavy batiles were the excéption rather than the rule. The
over-all importance of the operation wes not known initially.
The fact that the control of the ROER Dams was the key to Pirst
Armj's drive to thé COLOGNE plain was evidenced by the strong
enemy resaction whiqh résulted in the loss of,SCHMIDT._Ih spite
of the fact the Germans were suffering mgny‘revgrsals,'thcy_V
demonstrated here that they were not thraugh fighting. Although
faced with a need for cbnecrvgtion, this threat to his defens-
ive scheme resulted in almost anlimited expenditures of troops
and munitions., The number of-onemy.units sngaged 28 well es the
amount of fire placed on our forces proved this. Coupled with
bad weather he was able to restore his lose of SCHMIDI and
KOMMERECHEIDT and'inflict heavy losses on our forces. |

6, RECONEIILUTING A RESERVE

The battalion in this speration always msintasined a reserve.
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The'threat of enemy tank attacks oﬁ VOSSENACK from the North
which were possible or the East which were improbable led to

8 belief that a reserve of some sort Should be held ready at
‘ali times. Had the operation of Task Force Davis baén carried
sut fhe battalion would atill.havé had =& platobn in reserve.
Infgruation received prior to the attack indicated thét tke
enemy had,lﬁunched tank—infantry atﬁacks-fram the direction of
HURISEN to GEAME?EK. B8hould such en stteck have been lsunched
the enemy could have cut off our fsrces toth in VOSSENACK and
across the KALL Valley. Without a reserve to halt the tank
advance & deep penetratidn‘could haeve boen:effected Binoce

our troops weré 8ll in the line, The meke-shift plmtpon of
"C" Company was a reserve, 8g well 88 the platoon of "B" Company.
which was retained in GERMELER in.cdver position almost thriugh-
out the entire_operatién. |
6. POSTLIONS

Tn both VOSSENACE and KOMMERSCHEIDT the only‘positions

availeble were exposed to direct enemy observation. Hull down
| positions existed iﬁ fhe-rubhle for dnly g2 few guns. Due to
this factor our armor was subjected Lo heavy enemy fires Gtoth
'direct and indiréct and a8 a result its effecti?enpsa was
'~ considerally reduced, Hhén armored unite afg_required'ta'
O CCUPY exposed positions thé btulk of such unite should be held
in reserve in covered positions ready to move to precelected
vogitions on ¢all. Adequate observation, liasdn, communication
._and rehearsael in this type of employment are essential. At
night or dufing periods of reduced vigitility when early warning of
8 threat t2 our positions cannot hte expected the armired units
muet occupy their preselected pdsitibﬁs, In the case of VOSSENACK
the occupation of cxposed positions caﬁsed enémy fires to be
direeted 8%t the destroyers with the resulting loss of persannel,

and eouiprmeut =nd little gain. In KOVMERSCEEIDT it allowed
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ensemy oferwwtcking tanks and artillery observers to damage
- or destroy almost the entire ¢oOmpany.

7. ROTATINE N3 AELIEP

The effect of continuous enemj fire and extended time in
the line is cumulativé. This applies more to the infantry
soldihr.that-it does to the armored force man in his mobile
pilltox. Howeverlit does apply in the opinisn of the writer,
Continued exposure to sdveérse weathar, subsisting on‘emergeﬁcy
type rations, lack of space t> move, nervous tensiom due to
enemy fire sand other factors result in a dangereous reychological
attitude, Different men are naturally effected in different
ways and express this attitude in different ways. The weakest
will wind‘up probably with a seif inflicted wound, the stronger
k2ld 2ut until he loses his inetinct for self preservation.
Fatigue both physical and mental dulls the individnal uwntil
he fails to follow his c¢ombat training snd experience. Tﬁe
result is hirrer casuslties, In this oﬁeratibn this point
was not covered ih great detail, The reaction described was
observed and perBoaélly experienced to a limited extent. Some
personnel ih "pn Uompany'and‘more g2 in “Cﬁ Companies exhibited
.the attitude that they may as well be hit as to g5 on under such
conditions any longer. The 3rd platoon of "R" Compény in
carrying dut its-order'to crosslthe KAﬁL valley after it had
been determined the trail was still blocked crossed the open
ground in column and failed to cover their advance by the
overwatching principie_they~normally employed. It is believed
in situations where enemy fire is extreéelylheavy and troops
must hold their p031t13ns at all costs some effort to rotate
or relieve them mast be instituted, In VOSSENACK tbia was a
easy matter. accomplished by the rotation of platoons in the
town, Fowever the GEIMETER area was under almist the same

amiunt of £ite khd the rotation did not provide rest for
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fatigued personnel. Their combat efficlency wss therefore

eonsiderably reduced.

8. ARMORED UHILS I KESTRICIED AXEAS OF EMPLOYMENT

In aress where the use of our armor is restricted and
normal fire and manéuver impossible we must have some heavily
armired tanks whicﬁﬁ%apable of meeting the enemy an a com-
paritively equal vasis. The employment of the tank deétroyer
_ batﬁalion in this operation was in line with the usﬁal method
of employment of ténk déstroyera in the Emropean theatre.
Tank destroyers were not designed nor did their doctrine{55)
-adequately provide for this type of employment. However their
gun (3" or 76mm) did excell that of our tanks and it was nec-
essary to'emplay the guﬁ in its primafy mission, from exﬁosed
p>sitions, Even the 3" gun however, does not normally peneir-
‘ate the glacis (frontal) plate of a German Mark V or larger
tank, Tt is believed by the author that two requirementa'must
be met if we are to successfuly destroy onémy armor in é |
future was._First SPQdial.ammunition must be dovnldped {as
was F.V.A.P.) and distributed in adequate quantities to all
units engaglng enemy armor. Second, we must have vailable
Vand ready for mass production tanks capable of matching'or
excelling the best the enemy can put in the field. In this
operation the thinly armored tank_desﬁroycr and medium tank
proved no match for the Mark V and VI'gxcept when the latter
tanks were hit in the side or with special ammunition,

LESSOXNS

1

l An alternate main supply route should be available,
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particularly when there is a po€§Tﬁ!!fty*thaﬁ~$hvwnutﬂ”Bﬁpp1y

route may prove insdequate.

2 Evaluation of the waather and terrsin must be as com-'
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pleggm a§'detailed and a8 acourate as possible, otherwise. the

operation may fail,

TBZ) T.D.Doctrine-A-14, p.426, M 18-5
39



3. In critical situations, reporte of enemy sctivities
L al o L A i

must be verified when possible since false reports tend to
AR R S T R T

i SR

Yower morale and result in unnecessary movement of troops or
deployment of :eservos;
4, In order to reduce to a minimum the unknown factors

in an 0peratlon the capabilities of the enemy must not he
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underestimated if success is to be 1nsured.

L

5. Always reconstitute a reserve for no matter how critical

& particular situation may appear, the lack of a reserve may
prove disastrous,
6. #When an érmored unit is forced to hold en exposed pdsit-

ion, the bulk of its forces should be in an adjacent coveref}
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L.

position ready to occupy preselectcd positions when needed,

R v I,

7. In areas of oontinuous haavg };;gg, nghg¢mh;ggawg

including armor, must be relidved of rotated beforc their

s

combat efficiency is advursely affccted.

8. In aress whera armnred elements are canalized and norm—

i ALt w B e el e R e At

al maneuver imposalble, our armor { and its sarmament ) must
.

be equal to that of the enemy if we are to succeed without

unduq losses.
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