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Two WWII veterans honored in ceremony

By Somuel Starks
Public Aftatrs Offlca staft wrllar

wo World War [1 soldiers
were recognized for accom-
plishments which took

place more than 40 years ago dur-
ing the May 16 Retiree Apprecia-
tion Day, thanks to the efforts of
their former commander.

Corp, James F. Blanton was
presented the Bronze Star for his
actions as a member of Company B,
702d Tank Destroyer Battalion,
part of the 2nd Armor Division.

Blanton's tank was hit by tank
fire during a German counterattack
on Nov. 19, 1944 during action in
Puffendorf, Germany.

“Under covering fire, German
tanks moved to within 100 yards of
our foward pesition,”’ said Col.
{Ret.} Cecil Hunnicutt, the unit's
former commander. *'While maneuv.
ering to engage the oncoming
enemy, Blanton's tank was ordered
forward to higher ground. The vehi-
cle wag hit by enemy fire, badly
wounding all members of the crew.

"“With its motor still running, the
destroyer began backing down the
slape, picking l.‘lf speed as it
moved,'” he said. ' Although
Blanton was severly wounded, he
crawied across the gunners com-
partment and stopped the tank,
Because of his action he prevented

further damage to the squipment
and most importantly he prevented
further injury to his fellow
soldiers.”

Blanteon lost both of his legs from
injuries received in the attack.

According to Hunnicutt, the cita-
tion for his award was loat during
the closing months of the war and
Blanton did not receive proper re-
cognition for his actions,

The Bronze Star was presented
by Maj. Gen. {Ret.) Robert B.
Solomon, then Fort Jackon's com-
mander during the Retiree Ap-
preciation Day activities,

1st Sgt. (Ret.) James Ridenaur
was presented a Department of the
Army Certificate of Achievement
for some of his accomplishments
during the war.

Ridenour was a platoon sergeant
throughout the stateside training
and during the early battle actions
in France for Co. B, 702d Tank
Destroyer Battalion.

He was promoted to first
sergeant in August 1944 after his
platoon was successful in seversl
early battles. Ridenour's platoon
was especially effective during the
St. Lo breakthrough campaign. He
was later offered a battlefield com-
mission, which he turned down, ac-
cording to Hunnicutt.

“During the process of document-

"It is through the services of %
Gerald McDaniel and the Fort =
Jackson Adjutant General's officg

ing Corporal Blanton's awards, [
learned that Ridencur had never re-
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ceived an award 1'd written for him
prior to our unit's deactivation,”
Hunnicutt said.

that we were able to present theag,

awards to both of these men."” o~
7.

33, ey phate by BC 2. Dok
Jumes Blanton Is presented the Bronze Star for volor by Ma|. Gen. Robert B.
Solomon, then Fort Jockson commander during the May 16 Retiree Appreclotion

l.r;: n, unaB

In a ceremony at Fort Jackson,
awarded the Bronze Star medal, with V device, for heroic action performed at Puffendorf, Germany

an 1% November 1944, The presentation was made by

Fort Jacksan.
same date

General ,
On  the

Octaober 1945.

and
Army Certificate of Achievement for outstanding performance of duty from

The presentation was made by Cecil F.

South Carolina,

place lst Sergeant James F. Ridenhour was presented a

an 16 May 1987,

Corporal James F. Blanton was

Major General Raobert E. Soloman, Commanding
of

1z

Department
August 1942 until

Hunmicutt, Colenel, USA, Retired.

Ficture and article printed in THE LEADER, Fort Jackson, 8C, 11 June, 1987.
Courtesy of Col Cecil Hunnicutt, USA Ret., (702) 1627 W Buchanman Dr. Columbia, SC 29204
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Thanks to one and all for your
individual effort advising us of
the following listings of our
Tank Destroyer Battalion reunions!
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TANK DESTROYER OCS $54 (ALL GRADS-

10 MARCH 1944) Reunion Proposed.
CONTACT: Frank E. McCain 536 Lee
Ct., W. Melbourne, FL 323504

(305)728-8121 GG /ROM

+H+ettbtd
610 Oct.7-8, 19688,Louisville,
KY. CONTACT: Elmer R. S5taib 1434
Haskin Ave., Louisville, KY 40215
‘ . dbt bbbttt
831 Aug 1988, Mt. Horeb, WI.
CONTACT: William Wittwer, 314 E.
MAin S5t., Mt. Horeb, WI 53572
{608})437~-3618
STV AP AT

19-21, 1988, Pittsburgh, PA

CONTACT: Bart Shakarian, 307
Twin Hills Drive, Pittsburgh, PA
15216 OR Michael J. Fajtik, Jr.
711 Crabtree Lane, Racine, WI
53406 MJF

ALM

632 Aug.

444+t
632-C0. A CAPE MAY, NKJ
Anthony HKubiak, 215
Cape May, NJ 08204

++++++++E+
632-RCN  Holiday Inn,
PA. CONTACT: A A,
Greenbelt Rd4.. #1022,
MD. 20770

CONTACT:
Grant ©5t.,
GG/DAY

Uniontown,

Wolf, 8441

Greenbelt,
GG/DAV

PRt

1988 Macomb, I11.

CONTACT : Kenneth L.
Apts. 12C,

633 Oct. 2,
Holiday Inn
Hirth, Lakeview
Morton, I11. 61550
FRTATIEIFRI.
638 Aug 20-21, 1988
Nebraska Youth
Development Center
M. Sherman, Rt.
Marguette, NE 68854

Aurora, NE
Leadership
CONTACT : Thomas
1, Box 129,
(402)854-3137

TMS

P RS

Welcome to the annual TANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER-it's our 2
the 5C United States plus the Carribbean and Northern

will cross

REUNINNS

540 Sep. 16-17, 1988 Salt Lake
City, UT. CONTACT: Glen Johnson,
8771 5. 1260 E., Sandy, UT. 84Q70
(8011255-1069 JHP
PR .
644 May 3-8,1988 Ramada Resort,
Kissimmee, FL.. CONTACT: R. G.
Mashburn, 119 Carter Rd. Biloxi,
MS 95313 GG /DAY
R
645 Apr. 22-23, 1988 Tulsa, OK
CONTACT: T. Hunker, P.0O. Box 127,
Wheatland, OK 73087 (405 745-2433
GG/ALM
T
648 Sept. 1988 Lake George, NY
CONTACT: Jack Sonntag, 3 Kettle R3

Norwalk, CT 06850 (203} B47-0825
t44rtE 4+
648 Aug. 1989 Claremont Hotel.
Oakland, CA. CONTACT: Bill Adams,
16 Del Rio Ct., St. Helena, Ca
94574 (707) 963-5788
PV IRt
691 Oct. 7-8, 1988 Fayetteville,
AR. CONTACT:Robert Guirin, 616
16th 5t., New Cumberland, FA 17070
EAS
FISUFI NIy
692 May 1988 Willaimsburg, Va
CONTACT: Joe Kolenda, 17 Opal Dr.,
Dearborn, MI 48126 (313)846-6197ALM
R e
702-CO. C Aug. 18-20,1988, Super 8

Motel, 5253 S. Howell Ave.,
Hilwaukee, WI 53207
CONTACT: Earl & Irene Scholz, 4042
5. Caulfield Ave., &t. Francis,
HI. 53207 {(414)481-8192 OR
Anthony & Ann Sieklilk, 3945 E.
Somer Ave., Cudhay, WI. 53110
EFS

(4141483-6635
IR TSR

705 July 20-24, 1988 Westminster,

CO Ramada Hotel CONTACT: George
Poor, B773 Yates Dr., Westminster,
CO 80030 GG/DAV
At
771 Oct 14-16, 1588 Loch
Sheldrake, NY Brown's Hotel
CONTACT: Joe Klien, POBox 338,
Rock Hill, NY 12775 GG /DAY

SR

<

P S ARTOEPAEAY Tj
772 Sep. 8-5, 198B Evansv1lle, IK
CONTACT: Urban Kissel, 83 els
Dr., Evansville, IN 47712,or ‘Barry
Weathers, POBox 94, Elnordy I\
47529 /DAY

bt =

7735ept. 26-28, 1988 Reno, RV ¢

Details to follgu_
[T S R

775th TD Bn/ 72Bth AMPH. TRAG$ Bn

Holiday Inn.

Aug. 13-15, 1988 Nashville, T8’
CONTACT : Earl Wil lpams,
Winchester, TN 37398 GG/ DAY
b+ S
776July 2-4, 1988 Minot, ND'& i
CONTACT: Melvin Heere, 1816_11tH

St. SW, Minot, ND 58701 dﬁynax
+4t bttt

806 May 13-15, 1988 Roanocke, VA

Hotel Roanoke CONATCT: Rich A.

Allen, 208 W. Hillside Fve..

Barrington, IL 60010 e

(312) 381-2989 i RAA
bbbttt

807 July 2-4, 1988 Albuquerqdé; NN

CONTACT : Benito Pena, B1

Anderson Ave., 5SE, Albuquerqgég N

87108 DA
RUFRFIFSFRIFRRY

808 Oct 12-15, 1988 Hot 5p§§pg54

e 2

—)

AR CONTACT: Jay Self, Rte. 11y
POBox 484, Pine Bluff, ARrZ%Sog
(5011879-1311 < G
ettt 1
817 June 3-5, 1988 Erie,—PA.
CONTACT: Charley R. Halsey, & 4.
Box 1684, Centerville, Pa. #6404
({B814)967-3381 CD CR&
bbb+ i
820 Oct. 7-8, 1988 Charlotﬁﬁ‘ NG
CONTACT: George J. Verbeke, %6085
Veronica, East Detroit, MI 48531 i
GQ?DAV
bt o3 @
B23 Sept 1988 Phoenix, AZ :j
CONTACT: Tom L. Rainey, POBox 177‘
Fairfax, VA 22039 TLR
+Htt bt
883 Sept. 3-5, 1988 Severn, MD
Glen Burnie Elks Leodge
CONTACT: Harry Sinclair, 684 Md Rt
3 N, Gambrills, MD 21054 BS
A
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This edition of the
Europe. Its a

Newsletter ]
pleasure to keep vou abreast of the happenings of the past year and to let you know that we have

a great year coming up!
Most importantly,
separate

and to be kept current in matters of UNIT REUNICHNG,
which we enjoy in ths MAIL CALl section.
the printed form in this issue of the Newsletter.

Qur Newsletter Humber 22 asked our t
a TANK DESTROYER ASSOCIATION REUNION in Louisville,

MAILING LIST for TDA readers who like tc be kept up to date in a more timely
FEATURE ARTICLES and those

Let us know if you want to be on the MAIL LIST by using

readers if they would

KY during October of

we have published gquarterly newsletters for those who wanteq to be on phe

fashion

great letters

in
Our

interest
1988,

indicate their

attending
response was a little light and we are going to put together a galla-bonanza-three day event for
KY and key the event with as many Unit reunions as possible! The

October of 1989 in Louisville,
event

our individual memorabilia for use in the museum. -
need for your contributions and the method to make us aware of the items for their clearance

Let’s hear from you!

the Musesum.

should see cur visit to the PATTON MUSEUM be tied
Our Annual Edition,

into our efforts to contribute items of

Number 19, related to the

to

We hops you enjoy this issue of your Tank Destroyer Newsletter!
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TANK PESTROYER NEW TT: g
About two years ago the TANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER published & iisting of TANK DESTROYER LUNMITS

(Battalions - Companies -~ Platcons) that had been awarded foreign government citations for E&bat
That listing had been provided by the AMERICAN IRDER

action in FRANCE and BELGBUIM during World War II.
based on information contained in DEPARTHMENT OF THE ARMY GEMERAL

OF THE FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE, INC.
RDERS. Since that time we have received many inquiries from veterans of the Tank Destroyer Unitsg}fur
citation.

copies of the EXTRACT of the GENERAL ORDERS pertaining to their unit that was awarded the
the veterans expressed the comment that their Tank Destroyer Unit should have been cited™ but

af

:gzrd not provide us with any exact information as to what foreign government had awarded the citatfbn,
for what period of time, and for what appropriate CITATION NUMBER AND DATE.

We are providing for the files of the Tank Destroyer Association and possible publication inw‘the
TANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER an UPDATED LISTING of those TANK DESTROYER UNITS that wers awarded <UNIT]
CITATIONS fram the governments of FRANCE and BELGUIM for recognition of combat action during War1d(? war
II1. I¥ any of the readers of the TANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER can provide CONCLUSIVE INFORMATION oF a
foreign award to a TANK DESTROYER UNIT not listed, the AMERICAN ORDER OF THE FRENCH CROIX DE GUERRE

INC. would be pleased to receive that information for future reference and record.
appreciates receiving copies of the TANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER and we lock faruard\ to
informative *EANK

Qur Order
sach new lssue. Flease keep up the excellent work in the publishing of the very
DESTROYER NEWSLETTER. —
We enclose a check in the amount of $25.00 as a contribution. ;g
:5

h¥%

Very Truly Yours,
STEVEN F. KOVACH ~ PRESIDENT 3255pnngSUeM.NewYom,NX.Km13
valﬁlbln

EDITORS NOTE: On behalf of all the readers of the TDA Newsletter thank you for vyour
information and ganercous sssistance!
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TANK DESTROYER UNITS
Awarded Belgian and French Bovernment Unit Citatione (§
UNIT FOR PERIOD AWARD )
&12th TD Bn, A Co. 3 Sept - 13 Sept 44 and C? z
20 Deac 44 ~ 2& Jan 45 Belglian Fourragers :_ £
612th TD Bn 13 Dec 44 - 30 Dec 44 Belgian Fourragere (;
&28th TD Bn 14 Sept — 20 Sept 44 French Croaix de Guertn
434th TD Bn 3 Sept - 5 Sept 44 and . !
28 Dec 44 - 30 Dec 44 Belgian Fourragere £
635th TD Bn & June 1944 French Croix de Guerfe .
&£35th TD Bn 2% Dec 44 - 26 Dec 44 Belgian citation i
&34th TD Bn 24 Nov 44 - 2 Dac 44 French Croix de Guerre |
&44th TD Bn 13 Dec 44 - 30 Dec 44 Bslgian Fourragere -:
701st 7D Bn, E Ca. ? Dec 1944 French Croix de Guerre |
702d TD Bn 2 Sept 44 & 23 - 28 Dec 44 Belgian Fourragere g5
703d TD Bn 3 Sept 44 - 13X Sept 44 and ‘:3 "
20 Dec 44 — 31 Jan 4% Balgian Fourragere =
703%d T Bn., B Co., 2d Plt. 3 Sept 44 ~ I3 Sept 44 Belgian citation it
704th TD Bn 27 - 30 July 44 and French Croix de Guerre
12 - 29 Sept 44 and Fourragere
773rd TD Bn ? Nov 44 — 19 Nov 44 French Croix de Guerre
774th TD Bn French Croix da Guerre
801st TD Bn 18 Nav 44 -~ 20 Feb 43 Belgian Fourrager
BCist TD Bn, A Co. 20 Dec 44 - 26 Jan 45 Belgian citatien
Bo3d 7D Bn, C Co. Belgian Fourragere
804th TD Bn French Croix de Guerre
807th TD Bn 13 Nov 44 French Croix de Guerre
8l1ith TD Bn, A Co. 18 Dec 44 - 23 Dec 44 Belgian citation
813th TD Bn June 44 — 27 Aug 44 and French Croix de Guerre
and Fourragere

21 MNov 44 — 24 Nov 44

18 Dec 44 - 23 Dec 44 and

814th TD Bn
45 - 2% Jan 45 Belgian Fourragere

20 Jan
818th TD Bn 20 Dec 44 — 24 Jan 43 Belgian citation
823d 7D Bn 4 ~ 10 Sept 44 and

17 - 25 Jan 45 Belgian Fourragere
823d TB Bn, A Co. & Aug 44 — 12 Aug 44 French Eroix de Guerre
8234 TD Bn, B Co. 7 Aug 1944 French Croix de Guerre
893gd TD Bn 7 Sept 44 — 13 Sept 44 Belgian citation

Belgian citation

20 Dec 44 - 26 Jan 45
894th TD Bn 11 June 44 - 23 June 44
89%9th TD Bn 2 Dec 44 - 26 Jan 495
B?%th TD Bn, € Co., 2d Plt. June 1944

8?3d TD Bn, £ Co.
French Croix de Guerre
Belgian Fourragere

French Croix de Guerre

A citation in orders or award of the Croix de Guerra to a unit does not authorize
the wearing of the decoration by an individual. The Fourragere may ba worn
permanently by individuals who participated with the unit in

which the unit was cited. .
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TANK DEHISTROYER ASSOCT.ATION REIUINITION I N
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Qur Tank Destroyver Newsletier Ko.
Association conducting & reunion iIn
emphasis on the Patton Huseum a? Fori Knox, during the month of Ociober 1788.
not get a strong response as a result of that

our Tank Destroyer

We really did

responding to our regquest that we hear from Zhem.

Can’'t run a rallroad that way’
what we would consider to be a good lead time for all of us to consider such a
TANK

reunion big galla affafr prirght 1n downtown Loufsvilles
DESTROYER BATTALION SECRETARY'S TO ASK THEIR UNITS TC LOOK TO THE SECOND WEEK IN OCTOBER OF
reunion to be convelned in Loufsville Jjointly
ask our TDA Vice—-President JOE GOEPPNER te be the Spark Plug
with the Kentuckey Hotel-Hotel Assoctation for thelr super hospitality package complete with
Kentuckey Downs Mint

percent.
Here's

- a great

thelir annual

He' Il

1989 for
battalions.

tours, rilver boat paritles,
us on the move during our stay’
Aﬂd:

you S0
EXHIBITS/

And,
HEHORI AL PARE/
regarding
through the
KIETH HONUHENT COHPANY.

let's hear from you
Loutsvilie.

this leads me to nag each of
Redwood City Office Manager about your donation Items for the PATTON MUSEUM/ Let's hear from

that we can all enjoy them ail

what about our cbfective at
Our Newsletier No 15,
what the PATTON HMUSEUH wouid set aside for ocur Battallons.
administration office of the PATTON HUSEUH with constructron provided by
Now wouldn't that be a great event to dedicate tha? secition of the

ARHOR HMEMORIAL PARK DURING THE REUNION/ Let s hear from you/
regarding your Interest *in
He will ask cur TDers whe
would be Interested In 1989 and be added to that big response’/ Afaln,
order that we may set up a proper amount of housing and hospitality for all of us/

acsked If there was an Inferes? in

Summer 1987,
touisville, EKentuckey, with an

22,

A

[

Az

readers

edittons J3I500
two

In fact, fn the order of less than

He' [l ask our
their fellow
and Jjoin

with

U7} oY) Wio

1
i

Juilips, plus some suprises that might keep

you Just a IIttle bit = why haven't you contacted the

-

0 ANSIDA

the PATTON MUSEUH as a part of their TANK DESTROYER

the PATTON HUSEUM to create a theme area In the ARHOR

Novepber 1986, had two pages of pleotures and ariicles
Our contacts would be
the

attending the 11989 reunfon In
‘8B proposed reufnfon [f they

would have come tc the
led's hear from you In

Fort Knox, Kentucky

America’s Museum
of
Armored Fighting Vehicles

REMEMEER OUR NEWSLETTER No. 12 of
January 19857

Our TDA Newsletter of that
advised of our begining to limit
jte digstribution to those who were
interested in and wanted to receive
each issue-WHETHER THEY DID OR DID
NOT CONTRIBUTE TQ LET US KNOW BY
FILLING OUT THE ORDER FORM WITHIN
THAT ISSUE OF THE TDA NEWSLETTER.

1ssue

NOM, we ask our readers to use the
INFORMATION FORM within each issue
af your TDA MEWSLETTER.

Today, our TDA Newsletters are read
by more than 3,500 Thers wha had
used the reguest farm. Ferhaps vyou
missed some great issues of the TDA
Newsletter by overlooking our
request proceedure!

HERE 'S ANOTHER CHANCE *
This issue of the TDA NEWSLETTER is
our Annual lIssue which we send aut
to all TDers on the NATIONAL ROSTER
OF THE TDA. We also are asking the
FPOSTAL SERVICE to forward the issue
and wverify the address to us far
our file updating. This proceedure
cost lots of money but wWe want to
keep our raster up to date!
Also, we certainly want you to be a
contributor to the TANE  DESTROYEFR
FORCES section of the FATTON HMuseum
of Cavalry and Armori hew elss will
you know if you do not  become a
regular reader of the guarterly TDA
NEWSLETTERT Let’'s hear from you!

SIS 7 AR

[ BN EMACR B I A T "l S B

DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO SERVED

1109]10) {Bgacldg DISSAUUD |

f— s

L 1 1 N
This 1Is the proposed design for the AMERICAN ARHORED
FORCE HONUHENT [n the Capitol area of the Nation %o honor all
American soldiers and Harines who have served in armored
mechanized units. [? is emphasised that the “Armored Force” of
the monument embraces all “MEN OF STEEL” who served In the
U.S. Tank Corps of Horid War I,and their decendants who fought
so gallantly in Worid War Il, Korea and Vietnam.

Basically, there are no changes from our Tank Destroyer
Newsletter No. 20, the Hinter Issue of 1987, which featured
the “HEN OF STEEL” and of the recognition of the part plaved
by the TANK DESTROYER FORCES as a part of our rnation's Armored
Forces history.

There is one [mportant addition since that Iissue which s
the nrews of the CONSTRUCTION FUNDS regquirement has been
established fn the amount of $400,000. The funds must be
raised by PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS from all of us who have served
Wwith the Armored Forcesi and, the Honument Commitiee has sel a
dedication schedule for November 11!, 1989/

Please take advantage of the enclosed Information
created by the monument committee which fully describes
monument and Includes a cut-out contrbution form for your
DEDUCTARLE CONTRIBUTIONS Please be as fenerous as you canf
cvery cent glven to this fund ralsing drive will go Into the
monument’ [t canpet be repeated offen enough tha! this entire
volunteers and no salaries or

folder
the
TAX

project is undertaken by
expenses of any Kkind are charded in c¢onnecifop with the
monyment’ This means — no office ~ no telephone - just the

volunteers whe spend their ocwn 2ime , gas, phones and money-

__________ more
support to pysh the

Ffund drive over the top!
PRI ET T TR

don E
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I would like to find out about the
815th TD Bn. After the unit was
deactivated many of the rersonnel
were transferred into the 632nd TD
before it went to Luzon, P.I.

Bn.

after the first of the year 1945.
If any of the 8i5th TD Bn. men
read this who served with the
632nd TD Bn. contact me for a copy
of our HNewsletter and 1 will
gladly send one to them.

Michael J. Fojik, Jr. (*632¢C), 711
Crabtree Lane, Racine, WI 534086
EDITORS NOTE: The 815th TD Bn. was
activated 11 May 1842 at Camp
Cooke, CA; was towed, left San
Francisco POE 10 March, 1944,
arrived in New Guinea 30 March,

1944, deactiveted in New Guinea 27
September 1944,

The 632nd TD Bn. was activated 15
December 1841 at Camp Livingston,
LA; used M-10'g, left San
Francisco POE 12 May 1942, arrived
in Australia 12 June 1942, arrived
in New Guinea 28 Octocber 1943,
arrived in Philippines 20 October
1944, arrived in San Francisco PQOE
30 December 1945, and deactivated
att Camp Stoneman, CA 1 January
1945, Campaigned in New Guniea,
Leyte and Luzon!
0C000000000GH000000000000000500000
Thanks ageain for the excellent
Spring 1987 Newsletter. As an
original member of the 606th TD
Bn., I have writen several
previous letters to the TDA and
each time I am elated to receive
correspondence from across the
country Irom former associates,
both officer and non-commissioned
friends. Your publicAtion is a
blend of the power of the press
and undying loyalty and concern of
former TDers.

Each time I read an issue of the

TDA Newsletter, I recall vividly
those early 1942 days of
detraining in Copperas Cove, TX

with the 606th advece party to cut
down trees and set up a temporary
tent camp; chasing side-winders in
a jeep and trying to shoot them
with & carbine; being depressed by
the plight of the North Africa
wounded heros =arriving et the
Temple Hospital; the difficulty of
keeping treads on the early half-
tracks; trading expert tank
gunners for cooks who could make
hoteakes; learning the hard way
how to guide a convoy by use of a
motorcycle; discovering how fast a
flash flood can wire ocut a GMC
truck in the Texas arroyas; and

meeting up with the finest folks
from all over the country in the
dgreatest branch of Uncle Sam’'s

military. Larry Heim {6808)-Co.B CO
4 Dav Road, Rockville, MD. 20850
0000000000NGNNN00OCA000OC0000GC000
I would like to thank everycne cut
there for the fine job you are
doing for us guys. I laoock forward
for the Newsletter with the
Hreatest pleasure. Joseph Quillen
(774)226 Oak St. Uhrichsviile, OH
44683

0000000000000000000000000000000000

We Get
LETTERS

>
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I was company clerk for a brief
period from October to December
31, 1941, I noticed in a recent
edition of the TANK DESTROYER
NEWSLETTER there is a gqguestion as
to the first TD Bn. formed.

The 80lst TD Bn was the first
Battelion. The followind is a
minute history of the ocutfit.

Before World War I and between
wars it was the 1Z21st Horse
Cavalry of Ustate, NY. It served
as a machine gun battalion.

About October 1940 our horses were
taken away and we became the 10lst

Anti-tank Battalion., consisting
of Hgs., Co. and Co. B both from
Albany, NY joining Co, A And Co. C
from Utica, NY.

We were Federalizged Jan. 7, 15841
and shipped to Ft. Benning, GA.
While this was for only a years
duty 1 was reminded of that date
when on Jan. 7. 1948, at
approximately the same hour we
were Federalized, 1T sailed under
the Golden Gate Bridge +to Camp

Stoneman to start processing for
discharge.

The 10lst participated in the
Louisiana and Carolina manuvers,

starting July of 1941 and reported
the

back to Ft. Benning from
Carolinas Dec. 4th, 1841. Pearl
Harbor wags Dec, 7, 1841 - just 3

days later!
During the manuevers we used a tin

shield, two-half tires and a pole
to simulate a 37 MM gun; we did
nct have any. Prior to the

manuevers we had one gun to use.
Dec. 15, 1941 we received orders
designating us as the "801st Tank
Destroyer Battalion™. I still have
an envelope stamped Dec. 18, 1941
using that designation.

During the summer of 1941 the Army
decided +to early discharge all
draftees over the age of 28 or 31-
at the end of the Carolina
manuevers., A to L were to be
discharged Dec. 8th and the M to Z
men on Dec. i2th. We had no
counter orders so discharged the A
to L group but by Dec. 12th things
had changed. The A to L were
called back within 30 days. March
15, 1942 +the B80l1st TD Bn was
shipped to Camp Sutton, NC.

I and about 15 others did rot go.
We had qualified to become
Aviation Cadets and were sawaiting
crders to come into the Air Corps.
Startind through the Air Corps I

-

~
At Camp Sutton I understand ma:
men from the 801lst were assigned
to other units as cedre. One of
them landed in Africa and in i
process at least two ng
originally from the 801st wers
killed in action.
The 80lst has a glorious history

dating back to when it was a Horge
Cavalry Troop, -
I trust this may be of some hei
in the  history of the Ta§£
Destroyers. -
Robert A. Laut (801), 37 Thorndadse
Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159 —
Editors note: We can add to Bo§£§
letter that the lineage of the
B0lst includes unit lineage tﬁgt
includes service in France duripg
WH I and participating in threq
campaigns {Ypres-Lys, Somf&
Offensive, and Flanders 1918}, €°
Additionally, the B801ist has
lineage to the New York Natio
Guard. g{
AND, to not start a conflict dn
the age, or lineage, of our TD Bh
I am informed that the B02nd TD
also has a direct lineage to thé
New York National Guard and thEh

further back to that of the N&w
York State Militia being f£irG:
constituted May 13, 1847! o0

Please watch for future editliofE
of the TaANK DESTROYER NEWSLETTER
where we will have an article ag
picture for that TD Bn.It alsc hay
a great early history which I widid
enjoy sharing with you! EZ
0000000000000000000000000000000
Mail time i=s always a special time
of day. But, when my Tﬁﬂk
DESTROYER MNEWSLETTER arrives it
time to sit back with a cup
coffee and a cigerette and rea
enjoy the day. As I've just dore.
In reading some of the letters
receive;
that in essence says it all.
Quote: If, you just took away the
numbers of the outfits, we were
all “TANK DESTROYERS". All of us
are demn proud of the Jjob our
outfits did! Recently, my thirteen
year-old grand daughter asked me
"Grandpa what were you in the
war?” The girl really gave me an
opening to tell her about the
greatest bunch of soldiers in the

world. I went into my library and
handed her the book "IF YOU
SURVIVE", =an actual true story
written by George Wilson. Of all
the officers and men of the 4th
Infantry Divisicon that hit the
beach he was the only survivor.
Many places in the book he
mentions the fact "THE TANK

DESTRGYERS REALLY SAVED US TODAY!™
the

He gives a lot of credit to

Tank Destroyers. Paul Shaw (656}
11842 Scott Ave. Whittier, CA
30604,

Editors note: The referenced book
is a paper back by IVY BOOKS,

published by Ballentine Books, and

became a Navigator-Bombardier in é?lsggpyright 1987 by George D.
BZ25’s  and my tour of duty was in .

the Pacifio. 000COQO0000NO0000CO000000OV0000000
ATy o B A AR BN |20 I B O Tl LM S A (N L0 A S T B Rl B il I -~ 3
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vy PFC Melvin Wille
892nd TD Bn.
1944-1945

~ JINX" wes & T.D. with trimminds

and Ccurves,
but somehow the demn thing can get

on your nerves,

for it's & joker, that’s one thing
I know.
For Tfive of our buddies can’t
f£inish this show.

ves “JINK" was a beautiful M-36
with a oMM gun that knew all the
tricks
A heavy old thing woighing 36 Tons
ooptrolled by two boYs from old
Wisconain

I can’t truly sey thet poor “JINX
is to blems

put it sure looks bad for a tank
with that name-
When I think of
{Haschke? both gone
1 surely can’t be
from wrong.

0ld {Busby} arxd
protty gwell guys.
They left us one night, out of the
clear blue skies.

Took o0ld "Papa Stearnes”
guy sure enough.

Sp You 86t there’s & 1ot of truth
jin this gtuff

{Myers} and
very demn far
(Whitley) both

a swell

o "JIRX® ig a jinx vherever she
goes.
But who the hell carcs just how

the thing g025.

we stick by bher in hell and high
water.

Even though she’'s the “Devil’s
granddaughter"

the crev of our tank as you see it
today

has replncements.
will have to saY.

and goodones, I

five men that

There’'s Bart, cmitty, Maex. Gus end
only original man of the crev

a man who can

Andy
The
ig Mex the driver.

do great things with a tank on any
old trail,

difficult things, will he curtail,
put all in all the tank is still
goind

as atrong as an atom and really is
showing

the HNazi who's boss ip the world
todey

for theY got in our paths and, it
wag hell to pavy-

~JINX" is & good tank of today.
it’s truly terrific, S°© bright
with array.

As lond es 1 live I'11 never
forget

The ~JINX" of all tanks where

replacements met.

~0000000000000OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOC
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company he was in.

Smithfisld, Rl n
0000000O00000000000000000000000000
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" JINXY

1IN MEMORY QF THE

by FFC Melvin

s92nd TD Bn.
1944-1?45
Thig wWas written in Europ¢ by
Melvin Wille of the g92nd TD Bn.

just found this copY anoungs ny
souvenirs. know wha

1{f someone has
any of the information please e

ms know. Parhaps some of the names
will ring & bell. Roder 1,. Sweeney
(652-RCH}Y 395 Mendon . 11-4, No.
028985

DOOOOOODDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOODOOO
I joined the TANK DESTROYER
ASSOCIATION after it wWas started.
I am missing NEWSLETTERS Nos. 1
2, 3 4, & & Would appreciate
anyane who would forward them to
me. 1 will more than pay for the
postage when 1 return them. 1 was
a member of aTlst from
December 1942 until Novemher 1945.
Couldn t have served with a petter
cutfil. Harry Horni kel (691}  94E
Penn Aves, North Hills PA 19038
EDITORS NOTE: We could provide
duplicates of the @arlier
MEWSLETTERS. Let us know of your
interests would astimate &
contribution of $1.00 a copy would
take care of the printing and
postage.
OODOODOOOODOOOGOOODOOOODOOOOODDOOO

wANT A youg ID UnNITZLEL
You can obtain & computer
out of all the men in yowr
Natianal T Roster.
whetlher only 1

now !

1D wrt
Frice
name

on o oouy
only F10. 00,
Order

or DU,

ISR e

I O L o

OOOOOOOO00000000000000000OOODOpro
This is @ jetter of 3 sii 1y
different tone than those thg%i
have been reading in the & :NK
DESTROYER NEWSLETTER.

Qur pattaliony the

=
6520d,;QWa5
never averseas. ot

at

~gamnp

After basic training
Br owWwnwWood unit training atPgamp
Hood , maneuvers in Louisianaxgand

mar e rraining at Camp Josepds T-
Robinsen we were
"grhaol Troops" a8t Fort (S at
It wWas exasperating to eay- the
least to stand inﬁpections.gwher
the inspectingd afficer o wag
recognized as someona wezz
through basic trainig not;;lon
Lt
1 do not wish to detract gi

exploits 2
integrity. the dadication, d t
ability of those who mighf fe
they,: hf
oppartunity to serve in‘ipmbqt

T

1east
endeavors
sent averseas
recognition for the effort

1,

Fels LtCol Ret
agth Ave. glendale, AZ gs¥is
Editors note: Great lectel—
Two great Tank
pattalions servead ; !
TROOFS" through thelr iod
aciive i
The
16,
served
wWas deactivated Feb. 28, ;
TpA roster carries 34 Aehbers
that fine unit. '
&52nd TD BN
1943 at Camp Bowie,

at Fort Knox, KYy it
Sept. 16,
gur TRA T
that

The
20,
warved
later deactivated
at Camp Shelbys MI.
carries 71 members of
unit.

0000000000000000000000ODOOOOC

If +there are any of oy old

from Headguarters Company <
g70oth TD Bn.,I would like t
in touch with them. en
November 16, 194 and
discharged February .
During that time I gerved at
Hood, TX. Camp McCo¥. WI,
Shelby. MS and final’
schofield Barracks, HI. I

with many fine commrades an
1ike to renew old friendshi
John Hickey (670) 200 R. Br
Johnson City NY 13780 6077
0000000000000000000000000OC

assigned-—. 29

put
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'HD. DESTROYER UNIT PRIECE TOTAL HOW TO ORDERt

!

75mm GMC M3 £10,00
Tin GMC M1O 10,00
,____7émm GME M1B 1000 L
FOmm GMC MI& F10,00 (Last Name} (First Name) {Unit)}
! 3in  Towed F10.00
Set of all & 48,00
& shipping {Street Address or PO Box) (City) (Gtate & Zip)
| Lon prints only) f 2.50 '
' INDIVIDUAL SEARCH Yes, I want to continue recelving the Tank De-troyarl
F 1.00 Newsletter.
(Name—Rank—-Unit)
F 1.00 ¥ Here is my VOLUNTARY tax—deductible contribution.
(Name-Rank-Unit)
F 1.00
(Nama—-Rank-Unit)
————— Have you included youws UNIT pumber?
D Decals ¥ 2,50
UNIT # ROSTER F 10,00 GRAND TOTAL. OF GRDER ¥

0000000000000000000000000000000000
I would like to thank everyone out
there fpor the fine job you are
doing for us guys. I look forward
for the Newsletter with the -
greatest pleasure. Joseph Quillen
(7743226 Qak 5t. Uhrichsville, OH

44683
Q00000000C000000000000000000000000 o,

*****&*u***u***«*n*&*i*i*iii**&fﬁ}*
Been a cadreman for the 811th <¥D
Bn. R&n. Co. and a Ron. man of the

We Get 702nd TD Bn. overseas with the Zhd
Armored Division. I would likefo

' LETTER get in touch with the 81ith and the
702nd reunion pecple. V. 6. PEDER-

SON (B11/702) Rt. 5 Box 181, Martl-

-
naz, GA 30207
*II—Iv**-l-l-l-l-i&I*IIG&I{I**&*I&&'&{IF i‘i

Here's a contribution to the TDA Newsletter that says it all! il
Thanks—Recognition—-Unit Fraternity-Unit Memorial-and Help ;:
%4

Thers everywhere owe the leaders of the Tank Destroyer Association a debt of gratitude qu
rekindling the #pirit aof the men and women of the tank destrayer branch of the U. S. Armed forcgw
It is regrettable that recognition of our contributieon to the success of the Alied Forces in WWIT

but maybe the lapse in time was not so bad after all. Maybe the late star®

wat so late in coming,
At least until the lacgth

will help keep this legacy fresh and enduring for many years to come.

surviving TDer breathes his last.
I was attached to the &610th TD Bn.
Division in September 1945 for shipment home from the ETO.

have never kKnown.

Lann]
from early May 1942 until [ was transferred to the 9th Armoren’
A finer bunch of officers and men T

—
—

After 42 years, I still keep in touch with a few of my Army buddies. By mail, phone and perﬁonéﬁ

visits. Robert Whelan of Westlake, Ohio, Leonard Gortmaker of Huxley, Iowa, and Captain Ray TEr,
McBrann of Tulsa, Oklahoma. (I was Capt. Mclrann’s radid operator.) And, recently j

had a letter from Kenneth Carr, who now lives in Annandale, New Jersey.
1 have recently had correspondence from George Zicaro concerning a 410 TD Bn. memorial at tHp,

Fatton Museum at Fort Knox. I hope the 610th TD Bn. veterans will be gensrous enough to make this
memorial a reality.

Keep up the good work and keep the Tank Destroyer Newsletter comming!
Enclosed is a check to bhe used wherever funds are needed.

a9

(B9

1000 Lake Charles, Fort Worth, TX 7&6103-1141 ()

TDA correspondence fraom Ernest M. Glazner (610},

e

TANK DESTROYER ASSOCIATION GERVICE AND SUPPLIES....CONTRIBUTION AND ORDER INFORMATION FORM

SKETCHES: 11" x 14" pen and ink sketches of our Tank Destroyer Vehicles and Towed 3" gun;

SEARCHES: Looking for a long-lost buddy or fellow TDer? Send %1.00 for a current saddress.

suitable

They are identified and marked with our TD Logo and reproduced since we started
the TDA. We offer them as a set of five {5} with a sixth sketch of a M~10 with the tube %@
travel position as a bonus! Shipping in a good container et a cost of $2.50-you will enj_z

them either individually or as a set!
If we Eg

not have that reference we will ask for information in our AWOL column! Let’s hear from youd?
1A

for framing!

DECALS: Two decals form this set; a big 3" diameter TD PATCH in four colors and the second as a twd

All
may photocopy, fype & copy opr duplicate a copy of the form by hand.

1" high block letters "TANK DESTROYERS WW II1". They look great! Put them on the rear

line
you will be pleased how many of your fTellow TDers will find you!

window of your auto;

T e 8t ke ikt e e e e oo

v e s

;

e

grders must be be made gn the Drder Form below, If you do not wish to cut up your Newsletter you

Please print. Mail with check or monsy order

tor 2050 Harcross Road, Redwood City, California 94042-2321
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ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TQ Ipa 6RE (Tax
REDLCIIBLE o
TDA is a nan-profit veEdrang
association. All cantributitfs tg
TDA are voluntary and tax deduyct-
ible. Our IRS ID Number is %'
94-2757549 and our State of A1if;
ornia Number is 109453. o]
GPECIAL THANKS TO ALl WHO . HAVE
CONTRIBUIED 10 1DA

HAVE YU NQVEDP? BE BURE 1O SEND
YOUR CHANGE OF ADDREEBS

This Newsletter is sent to you by
bulk mail. If you move 1t will NOT
be forwarded, Be sure to send us 2
Change of Address card.

dAIUN

A BELGIAN VILLAGE UNDER GERMAN ATTACK (e
two anti-tank gun crews knocked out four German Tiger "Rayal " tany

yesterday in a flaming street battle which held up a Mazi armored column for wix hours wuntil Ae&rica
X 3

reinforcements arrived. The column was spearheading the counter offensive in that sector. .
But for the battle wisdom of Lt. Jack Doherty, 27, of Latrobe, PA, and the valor of his gun crews, th
fight would have been last before 1 and the speedy German column might have bean:ipilm

t was well started,

inside the American lines shoeting up rear area outfits. \

Doherty and his men, supported only by a mingle company of doughboys who would have been powerless tak
thrusts by the wvangard of the German armored séggh.

on the tanks alone, bore the brunt of the sledgehammer
"It was still dark when I sent one of my three-—inch anti-tank guns across the stream at the edge of t t ok

to try ta beld the wooden bridge there", Doherty recalled. e did hold it until daybreak, when m@ghin
but we retook it by eig It was burning when »

DEC. 19 (AP).-The Liesutenant and

ht o’'clock—and lost it again at nine.
U
+

Another German tank was hit by both gun
blind, trapped beetle. During the fight,
better +Firing angle than we did-it could shoot at us,

said.
The Nazi monster

d moved out and found a better corner.
t back at it very well,” gaehe

gunners drove us aWay,
finally pulled back at noon.

“At ten o‘clock, I got another af my guns up”, Doherty continued. "Four Royal Tiger Tanks came moviﬁ? do}

the street. With their first shots each of wmy guns set ane Tiger ablaze. 3

“Nobody came cut of one tank, and only two crew men got aut of the of other. They ran into a hefse

climbed to the roof-so we shot the roof right out from undec them. " poe; i

& simultaneously, and a fourth Tiger backed along the road E%?ke;

" haj

H

another Tiger ha
but we couldn’'t ge

!

tank knocked gut Doherty’s half-track and set his jeep on fire. Doherty ordered KT} 3:
hack. He managed to pull ane of the guns with the help of Sgt. Louis Celanto, New Haven, Conn., @0il. B
Ables, Cleveland, Tenn., the gunner, and the rest of the crew. iy
To protect them, the leading gun, commanded by Sgt. Martin Hauser, af Los fAngeles, Calif., and Guni@r Cé?
Paul Lanzi, of Newark, NI, continued to engage the well placed Tiger. Hauser and Lanzi theno deatruyéa th
awn gqun with an incendary burst and made their way back afoot six miles to our headguarters. = 1
The platoon sergeant, Kester 0. Lowe, of Sarasota, Fla., remarked, "Hitler would be damned unhappy ifSBe ki
o much trouble were commanded by an ltalian and a German—Celano and gguse%

that the two guns which caused s
d be interested in a copy from an Army Times clipping that I found not long ago as alpart}
my WWII souvenirs. I had copies made because many of the boys in Co. C were interested in receivi ‘th%
but actually this is about Co.A. They happened to be right in the middle of the Rattle of the Bulge &shen :
happened. Co. C was in the southern sector when it happened. Lt. Jack Doherty has passed awaylhot
long ago. I know that Mrs. Doherty has attended our last reunion. But I didn't. I was just caming oukll of
Louis Rouleau (825) 79 Winter S5t., Manchester, NH 03102FB ‘“

i
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Thought you woul
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