
Upon r e f l e c t i o n we were f i r s t c a l l e d t h e P i r a t A n t i - T a n k B a t t a l i o n 
( P r o v i s i o n a l ) , 
A c c o r d i n g t o my r e c o r d s t h e 601st was a c t i v a t e i d on December 20, 
1941 a t P t , Devens. I was t r a n s f e r e d f r o m t h e 5 t h FA Bn t o the 
601st TD 3n on t h a t d a t e . I assume t h i s was t h e da.te t h e new 
b a t t a l i o n was formed. V'/e had been "D" B a t t e r y , 5 t h PA Bn 
v\fhich was n o t e d as b e i n g A l e x a n d e r H a m i l t o n ' s b a t t e r y c a r r y i n g 
the o n l y s n e c i a l g u i d e o n i n the U. S. Arm.y (s^t t h a t t i m e ) . Thus 
"0" was m.03tly a r t i l l e r y m e n . 

Then f o l l o v ^ s t h e u s u a l s t a t e - s i d e t r a i n i n g e n d i n g up a t 
I n d i a n t o w n Gap, P e n n s y l v a n i a . D e p a r t e d E f aboard t h e Queen 
Mary w i t h m.ost of t h e 1 s t D i v i s i o n , The Queen made most o f t h e 
voyage w i t h o u t e s c o r t . The e x p l a n a t i o n b e i n g t h a t a t a speed 
of 29+ k n o t s an e s c o r t e o u l d n o t keep up. "0" was a s s i g n e d 
t o mian t h e t o p s i d e a n t i - a i r c r a f t weapons. T h i s was a b l e s s i n g 
as t h e s h i p was so h e a v i l y crowded t h a t w i t h 24 h o u r f e e d i n g 
we g o t j u s t 2 meals a day. Renaezvou"?' w i t h B r i t i s h d e s t r o y e r s 
i n heavy f o g r e s u l t i n g i n a nef-U" c o l l i s i o n a t sea. I n t o t h e F i r t h 
of F o r t h and o f f t o a n i g h t i n S c o t l a n d . We then went t o T i d w o r t h 
B a r r a c k s on t h e d a l i s b u r y P l a i n , 

I was i n command o f a d e t a i l o f 3 j e e p s and a 2-o- t o n w h i c h was 
/ to go t o London and get o u r i n s t . r u c t i o n s f r o m G-rosvenor Sqtiare 

(Eisenhower's HQ) f o r a h i g h l y v a l u a b l e shipment. I t was t o t h e 
Bank o f England. We p e a l e d sm.artly o f f i n a p r o t e c t i v e p a t t e r n 
and t h e 2h: ton was p u t onto an e l e v a t o r and l o w e r e d s e v e r a l f l o o r s . 
A t a b o u t t h i s t i m e a c a l l r eached us f r o m HQ t h a t we were c r e a t i n g 
a s e n s a t i o n on Threadneedle s t r e e t . I q u i c k l y moved t h e j e e p s 
t o t h e r u i n s a.long t h e r o u t e o u t . 'le l o a d e d about 30 s m a l l 
s t r o n g boxes ( s a f e s ) and headed t o I I Corps H e a d q u a r t e r s . T h i s 
sounds s i m p l e b u t i t r e q j i i r e d extreme s k i l l as a l l t r a f f i c s i g n s 
had been removed and one had t o r e a d t h e ma.ps r a p i d l y . 'When we 
u n l o a d e d t h e s a f e s , t h e Finance O f f i c e r asked me i f I would l i k e 
t o know what we had been c a r r y i n g . He s a i d i t was $ 3 m i l l i o n i n 
g o l d b u l l i o n which was t o be used t o s u p p o r t t h e f i n a n c i a - 1 s t r u c t u r e 
i n N o r t h A f r i c a , 

Boarded t h e IMS ( T r a n s p o r t Motor S h i p ) DEMPO and headed f o r N o r t h 
A f r i c a . Through G - i b r a l t a r vd t h T a n g i e r s on t h e s t a r b o a r d 
b r i g h t l y l i g h t e d as compared t o t h e b l a c k e d - o u t Rock. We were 
e x p e c t i n g a i r a t t a c k s b u t g o t t h e M e r s - E l - K e b i r w i t h o u t l o s s , 
I b e l i e v e tha.t "G" was J) p l u s 2. Unloaded, e x p e c t i n g t o g e t 
r i g h t i n t o i t b u t t h e French ha.d been subdued, 

/ t h o u g h 1 was n o t a l o n g we u n d e r s t o o d t h a t Kecomnaistance Company 
had been d i s p a t c h e d t o t h e b o r d e r s o f Spanish Morroco i n case Franco 
d e c i d e d t o j o i n t h e A x i s i i " t h e f i g h t . T h i s i s Recon's s t o r y . I t 
soon became apparent t h a t J p a i n was s t a y i n g out o f i t and Hecon r e 
t u r n e d t o t h e b a t t a l i o n . • \ : \[ - _ 

A few days o u t s i d e Oran and t l i e n o f f t o T u n i s i a . By prearrangement 
we e n t e r e d Stuka V a l l e y a t n i g h t and b i v o u a c e d i n t h e v a l l e y . E a r l y 
n e x t m o r n i n g a s i n g l e I t a l i a n p l ane swept i n t o t h e v a l l e y and 
s t r a f f e d t h e b a t t a l i o n . One man wag k i l l e d — t h e f i r s t f o r t h e 
6 0 1 s t , Not 30 m i n u t e s l a t e r a S p i t f i r e came over t h e m o u n t a i n to a 
h a i l o f AA f i r e f r o m our p e o p l e . Waggling h i s wings f r a n t i c a l l y 
was o f no a v a i l and he spun i n . I't was patnic w h i c h Ben F u l l e r and 
o t h e r s t r i e d t o stem. I t was a sad b e g i n n i n g . 



"C" was sent t o s u p p o r t t h e l 8 t h I n f a n t r y , I s t D i v . I t was t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f a l o n g s e r i e s o f moves by s e p a r a t e companies as they 
were p l a c e d under d i f f e r e n t commands and t a s k f o r c e s . Now we were 
on B r i t i s h r a t i o n s w h i c h f e a t u r e d t h a t g r e a t d e l i c a c y "Ox t a i l 
stew". I t a l s o contained S c o t c h f o r t h e o f f i c e r s and a t h i c k , 
b l a c k rum r a t i o n f o r the men. By now "C" was moved t o Fondouk 
t o s u p p o r t a F r e n c h B a t t a l i o n . These were Morrocan troops l e d 
by French non-coms. These were n o t t h e Goumiers who were so f e a r e d 
by everyone. I n a l o c a l a t t a c k , t h e French t r i e d t o d i s l o d g e t h e 
Germ.ans from t h e comm-anding peak. A p l a t o o n o f moF^tarmen f r o m 
1 s t Armored and a platoon f o r " C" f i r e d b u t t h e a t t a c k was u n s u c c e s s f u l . 
My impression of the French was v e r y f a v o r a b l e . 

By now t h e Germans had formed a r i n g on t h e E a s t e r n Dorsale 
around T u n i s and B i z e r t e h o l d i n g t h e key passes. There were s m a l l , 
l o c a l f o r a j / s on both sides. " G " moved i n t o t h e U u s s e l t i a i V a l l e y 
a l o n g y / i t h 1 s t Anmored I n f a n t r y . A l l t h r o u g h t h i s p e r i o d , t h e a i r 
was i n German c o n t r o 1 . No movement'of any s i s e during d a y l i g h t ; 
n i g h t f i g h t e r s w h i c h sometimes chaged s i n g l e jeeps up t h e r o a d s . 
"0" l o s t a k i t c h e n t r u c k a t Fondouic to a s t r a f f i n g a t t a c k . W i t h 
i t went t h e company f u n d and 1,000 f r e s h eggs c o l l e c t e d to g i v e t h e 
men some r e s p i t e f o r standard r a t i o n s . 

I am n o t sure o f t h e d a t e , but i n January *'C" was a s s i g n e d as s e c 
u r i t y f o r 1 s t - D i v i s i o n HeadOj_uai'ters vmder T e r r y A l l e n . A b r u p t l j r 
n e a r F e b r u a r y 1 4 t h the Germans a t t a c k e d a t Faid-Fondouk and t h e 
roLite was on. 
Note on a i r a t t a c k s . Everyone rode w i t h 3 men to a j e e p . The 
d r i v e r ; R i g h t hand f r o n t s e a t f o r f o r w a r d o b s e r v a t i o n and a 
man i n t h e r e a r f a c i n g backwarcd t o cover t h e rea-i" s i g h t i n g s . 
vVindshields u s u a l l y reiiioved (no covers aArailable e a r l y ) . 

B i g Red One H e a d q u a r t e r s l e f t ua w i t h a s m a l l f o r c e French 
troops to h o l d the passes a t t h e Western D o r s a l e , abndoning O u s s e l t i a , 

^We had n o t been al o n e f o r more t h a n a day when we gox word t o p r o -
/ ceed t o K a s s e r i n e Pass. L e a v i n g t h e F r ench t o s c r e e n t h e moixntains 
; we took o f f i n a b l i n d i n g r a i n , b l a c k e d out and i n a h u r r y . By t h e 
; t i m e we a r r i v e d n e a r T h a l a , t h e a c t i o n was s u b s i d i n g . Thus I e x p l a i n 
[ where "C" was a t K a s s e r i n e . "A" and "B", so I understood where i n 
\ t h e t h i c k o f i t . We t o o k up p o s i t i o n s and nothing happened. Then 
"̂Dame a s t a f f meeting o f t h e I s t D i v i s i o n during which T e r r y A l l e n 
planned a r a i d by Darby's Rangers and "G". I t was d e s i r e d to 
h a r a s s the r e t i r i n g Germans. The r a i d was c a l l e d o f f . 

We f o l l o w e d t h e German r e t i r e m e n t and f i n a l l y drew f i r e f r o m F a i d 
as we occupied D j e b e l Lessouda again. "C" advanced to p r o t e c t t h e 
l e f t f l a n k d u r i n g an a t t a c k on F a i d Pass. The Germans did not s o r t i e 
from t h e i r p o s i t i o n s and F a i d was taken. By now t h e Germ.ans were 
f e e l i n g Montgomery's p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e s o u t h . 

Now t h e a c t i o n moved t o Sened Sta^tion and E l G u e t t a r , The b a t t a l i o n 
W8-S u n i t e d as a u n i t a g a i n . The p l a n was f o r t h e GOlst t o move i n t o 
the v a l l e y anc't f o r m a s c r e e n f o r the a r t i l l e r y w h i c h was to s u p p o r t 
H g e n e r a l advance t o squeeze t h e Germans. Since t h e groxmd we were 



1 

occuppy was under enemy c o n t r o l we were n o t a b l e t o r e c o m i o i t e r o u r 
gun p o s i t i o n s . D u r i n g t h e n i g h t vie m.oved up t h e r o a d and, as I r e c a l l 
"C" t o o k t h e l e f t s i d e of t h e r o a d , I know t h a t we had two p l a t o o n s 
s t r e t c h i n g f r o m the r o a d t o t i e i n t o t h e m o u n t a i n s . The t h i r d was d i r e c t 
l y b e h i n d the r o a d s i d e p l a t o o n r e a d y t o move o r back up any p o s i t i o n . 
I am alm.ost sure t h a t "B" ?/as on t h e r i g h t hand s i d e o f t h e r o a d t i e d 
i n t o t h e s a l t marsh. I vms j u s t t r y i n g t o g e t somie r e s t a f t e r 3 days 
and n i g h t s o f p r e p a r a t i o n when v;e g o t a "00" f r o m o u r o u t s t a n d i n g 
Recon Company. A+ t h e most f o r w a r d p o s i t i o n t h e y had c a p t u r e d a 
l o s t c y c l i s t who t o l d them a d i v i s i o n was a t t a c k i n g . I t seems t h a t 
we had h.ardly g o t t e n word when t h e t r a c e r s s t a r t e d f l y i i n g . The 
1 0 t h Panzer was a t t a c k i n g f r o m march p o s i t i o n . I c o u l d n o t imagine 
anyone m o u n t i n g such a f i e r c e a,ttack v / i t h o u t some s o r t o f p r e p a r a 
t i o n . They were c o m m i t t i n g t h e i r p e o p l e p i e c e m e a l and w i t h u s u a l 
v i g o r . "C" t o o k t h e b r u n t as the oest maneuvering t e r r - ^ i - ^ —^/i^ 
d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f u s . "C" f o u g h t on u n t i l o u t o f am.m.unition 6 i f ^ < ^ 
and h e l d . C o l , Baker ( 6 0 1 s t ) was g i v e n t h e 701st v-iaiiichwas armed -^p;^ 
w i t h t h e new MlO's and i t was committed and chewed up. Copy o f """'̂  
P r e s i d e n t i a l U n i t C i t a t i o n a t t a c h e d . 

The b a t t a l i o n was assembled and moved t o t h e a i r p o r t n e a r T h e l e p t e , 
We p r o v i d e d s e c u r i t y t o t h e a i r f i e l d w h i l e r e f o r m i n g and r e - a r m i n g . 
A s h o r t tim.e l a t e r t h e f r o n t s were s h i f t e d , I I Corps wa,s g i v e n t h e 
c o a s t a l a r e a and t h e B r i t i s h t o o k o v e r t h e s o u t h e r n f i e l d . I be
l i e v e t h a t I I Corps c o n s i s t e d o f 1 s t ; 3 r d and 3 4 t h D i v i s i o n s p l u s 
1 s t Armored. "C" was a t t a c h e d an-/, p a r t i c i p a t e d on t h e march t o 
B i z e r t e . Germans were s u r r e n d e r i n g i n masses and soon over-wh.elmed 
MP C a p a b i l i t e s . "C" was c a l l e d t o r o u n d up s t r a g g l e r s and g e t t h e 
p r i s o n e r s i n s i d e th.e f e n c e s . T h i s was a t a camrp betv;een T u n i s and 
B i z e r t e . S h o r t l y t h e r e a , f t e r , "C" was r e l i e v e d and made f o r a beach-
s i d e camp o u t s i d e B i z e r t e . Here we were t o r e c e i v e o u r own MlO's. 

Vife f o u n d t h a t t h e 601st had a c q u i r e d a r e p u t a t i o n w i t h t h e Germ.ans. 
A t a m e d i c a l - d e n t a l c l i n i c , a. German prisonerapproa,ched m.y j e e p 
d r i v e r and s a i d : "Ah, t h e B l a c k Y, we know you and r e s p e c t you". 
One p a r t o f t h e German o r d e r - o f b a t t l e had us l i s t e d as a d i v i s i o n . 
T h i s had t o be because o f o u r Recon Company wh i c h d i d such an o u t 
s t a n d i n g j o b o v e r th-e f r o n t . 

We were p o i s e d f o r S i c i l y b u t t h e n e a r e s t we g o t t o b e i n g i n v o l v e d 
was s e n d i n g m.en t o serve as p r i s o n e r o f war g u a r d s . I n tPie m.eantime, 
t h e i n v a s i o n o f I t a l y was moving f o r w a r d . We m.oved t o a s t a g i n g a,rea 
n e a r t h e p o r t c i t y . On a memorable day we were assembled on t h e a i r 
p o r t under a b l i s t e r i n g sun f o r an i n s p e c t i o n by Gen. Mark C l a r k . 
When he asked me i f t h e men were r e a d y I c o u n t e r e d by g a y i n g some o f 
my m.en were s t u c k i n S i c i l y (one oLidn't t a l k t o g e n e r a l s t h a t w a r ) . 
I ha.d my men back i n t i m e f o r d e p a r t u r e . 

We boarded o u r destroyex-s a t t h e i n s i d e docks a.nd t h e n t h e men. 
Our LST t h e n moved o u t t o t h e r o a d s t e a d o u t s i d e o f t h e h a r b o r and 
t o a n i g h t t i m e bombing. Damage was s l i g h t . Then, t h e d e p a r t u r e 
t o S a l e r n o . We were H + 2 h o u r s (as I r e c a l l ) and a r r i v e d t o be 
s t u c k on a sand b a r much t o t h e d i s g u s t o f t h e beachmaster who was 
g i i i d i n g c r a f t a r ound i t , A h a r r o w i n g h o u r o r two w h i l e t h e skix}per 
d r u g us o f f t h e h i d d e n b o s t a c l e . A l l t h e t i m e t h e r e was s p o r a d i c 
a i r r a i d s ; s h e l l i n g s ; e t c . A l s o we had o u r f i r s t g u i d e d bomb s i g h t i n g . 
I t f l e w o v e r tPie f l e e t : t h e motor c u t o u t and i t p l u n g e d i n t o t h e 
sea — no h i t t h i s t i m e . 



F i n a l l y w e debarked. Our m i s s i o n was to biock t h e sea r o a d coming 
f r o m t h e South. We s e t up w i t h t h e ubiquitous' Recon out f r o n t and 
n o t h i n g happened. We watched i n h o r r o r as t h e twin-boomed P38 
t r i e d t o l a n d a t t h e new a . i r s t r i p and promptly f i r e d on by USr 
AA u n i t s (not u s ) . S|*iides of Stuka V a l l e y . 

A t eWbout dusk I ¥/as o r d e r e d t o f i l l a. ga^p t h a t had been f o r c e d i n 
t h e 3 6 t h D i v i s i o n f r o n t . We f o u g h t t h e t r a f f i c jams and t h e n 
moved i n t o t h e s o c a l l e d "gap". Advancing c a r e f u l l y , we reached 
our a s s i g n e d a r e a without d r a w i n g f i r e . J u s t about that -time we 
heard a i r p l a - n e s a p p r o a c h i n g f r o m t h e coast and saw p l a n e s w i t h 
l i g h t s f l a s h i n g . We had not been n o t i f i e d o f t h i s drop and t h e 
f i r s t we knew o f i t was when we h e a r d the f l u t t e r o f parachutes. 
I t was a regim.ent o f t h e 82nd A i r b o r n . C o l o n e l Pucker t o l d m e t h a t 
t h e f r o n t was c o l l a p s i n g and h i s m e n w e r e e x p e c t i n g a drop i n t o a 
f i g h t . We c o - o r d i n a t e d and t h i s f i n e group sent out p a t r o l s t o 
make contact. The Germans had b r o k e n o f f c o n t a c t . 

Now s t a r t e d t h e t o r t o r o u s move n o r t h w a r d . Nsa.ples, t h e n t o t h e 
V o l t u r n o R i v e r . A t t a c h e d t o t h e 3 r d D i v i s i o n , we p a r t i c i p a t e d i n 
t h e a s s a u l t c r o s s i n g . They had g i v e n us t h e exhaust shrouds t o 
be i n s t a l l e d i n t h e r e s t a r e a . The s e a l i n g s c o u l d n o t w i t P i s t a n d 
t h e h e a t g e n e r a t e d on tPi,e l o n g approach and they were u s e l e s s . 
However, L t . R i c h a r d s o n i n a d i s p l a y o f b o l d t h i n k i n g d e v i s e d a 
p l a n t o f o r d t h e r i v e r by r e v v i n g t h e motors and s p e e d i n g a c r o s s . 
Th.e b l a s t from. them,otors k e p t t h e ws.ter from d r o w n i n g t h e m o t o r s . 
Slow g o i n g u n t i l the approaches to t h e RapidoRiver when t h i n g s 
came t o a s t o p a t Pionte Longo. J u s t b e f o r e t h e k i c k o f f t o Casino 
t h e b a t t a l i o n was moved t o a r e s t a r e a . 

Here Mike P a u l i c k , Recon commiander, chose an i n f a n t r y Assignment 
opening up the I I Corps, AT and TD O f f i c e r f o r me. I decided to 
t a k e i t . 

T here ends my c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the B l & c k " Y " , Many t i m e s h;)m.esick 
I saw t h e 601st move o u t , A n z i o wais n e x t . 
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