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Award of Bronze Star ;\;^dal II 

I, AVikED OF SILVER STAR 
Under the provisions of AR 600-45, as air.ended and in accordance with the 

authority contained in Circular N o . 6, H q Third United States Arr^, 26 April 

1944, as anunded, the Silver Star is awarded to: 

llajor General Lowell 1 . Rooks^ 05602^ United States Ariry, v;hile serving 

vdth the A m y of the .Urxitad States distincuished hinstlf by gallantry in a c 

tion on 18 Febriiaiy 1945 in the vicinity of '^."ettorordcr, Gerjaf.ny* In order 

to observe and supervise an attack v;hich his unit, the 90th Infantry Division, 

Y/as iV;aking, General Rooks went forvjard to a point vithin s e v e n hundred yards 

of the eneniy positions. Although ha realized that his observation point was 

W e l l within theTt-inge of e n o u ^ artillery, aortars and machine guns, he stay

ed at his post disregarding the heavy encLiy fire, vihich wounded one of his 

party, in order that he aright better observe and coordinate the attack. Vrith-
out regard for his personal safety he remained in his exposed position through

out the course of the attack. His coir43lete subordination of personal safety 

to his desire to supervise the attack reflects great credit upon hiciSwlf and 

tjieAnLed Forces. Iiiitered military servic e J^i\)ra_feshlagton,^^ _ 
Tir'st'Lieutenant Robert jihi^^mn)"^^^^^ (NiS) ( T P ) , 6Q2nd Tank 

Destroyer Bat!r;n!TJK7'"t^^ for gallantry in actionT!'n connection '/ 

rirrnrTalitaiy operati against the eneiry on 22 December 19Zi4.̂  in Bclgiani. / 

During the Gercan counter-offensive, Lieutenant 'i.'hitman personally took an ex- f 
posed position in order to direct fire against eneiny artillery and mortar i n 

stallations. V;ith his platoon of lhak Destroyer's, Lieutenant V/Tiitmn rather j 
than withdraw to safer but less strategic positions, held his defensive posi- \ 

tions v.hich were under constant enemy observation. Yihen six heavy enemy tanks i 
followed by an. i(ifantry conpany launched an attack, LLeutena-nt Vfhitman, through^ 

his skillful direction of fire, repelled the threatening forces and consequently 

retained his, positions. Vath no t h ' e u ^ o f the advancing cneny troops and with 

I coirplete disregard for his safety, Lieutenant VJliitr/tan held his ground until 

I such tine v;hen he received nrdors t.- \^ithdraw. The ten:^.city of purpose "nd 

courage exhiibited by Lieutenant .̂'.liitnan constitute the highest traditiens of 

the Armed F:.rccj.j__JiJat5JCs^ service froa Ohio. 
•"T^Hvate First-Class Wesley'E. HTlTeafyT 33560341," 'Corps of Engineers, 

202nd Engineer C.:iub::'.t Battalion, United States Arrriy, for gallantry 
in action in c"nnection vdth ndiitary operations against the .enciry on 18 Decem
ber 1944, in Belgiujai Private First-Class Hilleary courageously and fearlessly 
assisted in the defonsivo operations, of Stave-lot.• Tath coaplete disregard for 
his safety and in the face of intense eneniy fire, Private First-Class Hillear:^ 
;rounted an unarmored vehicle and iaanned his 50 caliber i/achine gun. Viith no 
thought of the oven^helivdng odds against him, he fired his gun so skillfully 
and offoctiv^'^-ly that heavy losses in por3j.nn>-l and arraored vechicics v;cre in
flicted uprn the eneiry. Not only did his accuracy cause the con-.plete neutral-
i a a t i m of eneny machine gun emplacements, but niaterially aided his company, 
"•'hen the onei.iy's superiority in both pcrtJoruael' arid tanks became obvious, 
to aafely and quickly effect an orderly withdrawal. The gallant.actions d i s 
played by Private First-Class. Hilleary reflect great'credit upon the Armed 
Forces. Entered ndiitary _ser-.ico from Karyland. 
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