
609th Tank r-'^tro.yor.Bn 

609TH T/uIK CSSTROYEa B>I 

Activj.t,od: 15 Dec 19A1 at Ft Dragg, K.C. 
Inactivctod: 13 Nov 1945, Cp Brackenridce, Ky. 

j-̂ TTLr, CrSDITS; Ardennes-cllsaoe j Rhineland; Central Europe; Northern France 

STATIONS 

Departed V.Y FOE 8-11-U to P-11-4A 
Encltnd 8-22-44 10-5-44 
?i-anco 10-5-45 
Gorrnar V' 
iranc; (Le Havre) 8-30-45 

::y fc:̂  9-7-45 9-7-45 
Cp Brccker.ridf'.s, Ky. 9-10-45 11-13-45 

COl'BAT HIGh*LIGHTS 

24 Auo 44 Arrive England, Trained* Aacigned to Third Arj^y. 
19 Sep 44 

20 Sep 44 Arrive Utah Beach, Franco, 

No report until 

1 Oct 44 In'^^rps Rcoerve in area of routiers, France, Firing aupporting 
2 Jiov 44 rds3ions. a^S^C/^ 4*0^/^^cZ:,*->^'i•^^^I^^^. 

3 Mov 44 Attached to lOtn Arcd Div in advance across Trance to Luxembourg, 
21 D^c 44 

1-lS Jan 45 Supported defense of Luxembourg City durins Ardonnea Campaign (Co 
in Bastorno Pocket, 

19- 29 Jan 45 I'ove to Bechy, France, Patrols, firing missions. 

30 J-:n 45 -ove to Itetz, France. Continucsd artillery support, 
IS Feb 45 

20- 2o i'ob !,!;. Move throuj^h Sierck, V.incherinsen to Nittel, Gernany, Assault Saar-
i.:'o3ollo trianclo. 

27 lc-> 45 Cress Saar River to Ecurig. Supporting infantry assault, 
2 45 

3-17 l'r.r 45 I'ovo to Trier, Ckjrmany, for support of 10th Arnd Div in area of 
Ehrango, 



6?7th r-7r:tro7<ir (Cont'd) 

l£-20 !'nr >-/i Battalion CP noved to '.'.'aldraeh, Thalfcnc, Vtiraohveller, Attached 
l6th Cavalry Group. Supporting rdsaicna. 

21-31 :-r 45 I'ovu to \iQ of J.'annhoin at Sandhcfon. 

1-29 -.rr 45 -'ovc to G.irmitih - Pftrlenklrchen. Maintain road bloc!:a ar.d intorior 
guard, 

30 Apr 45 >̂ 3vo ta Kochel. topping up operations, 
14 r:ty 45 

IJo further ir.i'orr.iation. 



60rth T3 En (Suppleientary Report) 

1-30 Cct hU XX Corps PwOr.erve vie Touticra, Prance. Co C supported XX Corps Arty 
fire S Oct. Co B reinforced 90th Div Arty fire' vie '.'cstz 12 Oct, 
Co C supported XX Corp3 Arty fire vie Batilly 21-23 Cct, Attached 
10th Arnd Div 16 Oct U - 8 V.iy 4 5 , 

Kov Ui. No report ahaivla available, 10th Arrad Div report states Co A sup-
cortod CC3 vie I'eta 2 Hov. 

CP at nnstroff, Cornany. Bn attached 10th A m d Div, Co A to CCA; 
Co D to CCR, Co C to CCD. 

I-11 Dec 44 Supported 10th .Vr.:d Div, Lettinf^ien 2 Dec. 

II- 17 Dec 44 Bn less (Co R) trained. 

Iv' Tec 44 Vic Oarnich. Co C r.ovod vdth CCH to support 10th A/B Div at Bastocjie, 
2; ciin 45 Bclpiun, Bn -(Co C) in defence 18 D e c , Lu:«=!nbour;; City; vie 

Dcirinron, Iiol;;'iu.ri 21 Dec. Cos A & B under r-n control 26 Doc, 
Attached XII Corps 27 Doc. Attached 10th Arr.d Div under tactical 
control XII Corps at lJ;orin,';̂ en, Bclniu.'n 1 Jan, Attached 10th Armd 
Div 11 Jen, patrollinn_, Vic Dicuzo, Eclgiun 17 Jan. 

Trained. Vic Bochy 29 Jan. Reconnaissance vie St Avoid, Franco; 
Feb 45 ^'otz, franco 10 Feb. 

19 Feb Supported Div attack in Saar-"o3clle Triangle. Crossed Saar River 
4 i'-^ 'i5 '"-t Dcurif;> uoimany 27 7ob. iVrrivcd Trier, Oormany 3 f'ar. 

V-It V--.r 41/ Prcparec: for attack, patrolled, 

17-23 -Var 45 Attached l6th Cav Co; noved to '.Valdrach 18 Ifar. Closed in 
Sajirlautcrn 23 -''ar. 

24-3- -'^-r 45 Rehabilitation. Attached ICth Arnd Div 24 '.̂ ar. Assorabled vie 
•-'annhei.vi 2'c- "ar. 

30 :.'..-r Supported attac!: Ŝ<-r,E tov/ani ••ftllbronn, Px)hrbach 1 Apr; Diebach 
1 'iay 45 12 Apr; !.:<""j:;in,̂,en 26 Apr; Gar.T.ish 30 Apr. 

1-8 J.ray 45 Hehabilitation, security. 



17 Ccaci±.cr 19^1 

22 January 19^:2 

26 April 19^2 

3 August 19U2 

20 Se.^tcnbsr 19^2 

6 - 1 0 Januaiy 19^3 

9 June 1943 

1 Au^uot 1944 

11 Aus^uot 194̂ -̂

24 August 194is 

20 Septcrr3cr 1944 

22 Septcnbor 1944 

23 Septciiitcr l>'̂:-4 

24 Scpt^jier lOk^i^ 

30 Scptc::-:bar 1944 

609th TAEK lESTROXER BAITALICCI 
December 1941 - September 1544 

• Major Russell T» Flxm asouzaed cosnnand* 

- Pioneer Coc^any and Corapaivy C activated. 

- Major Gordon V . Holccsnb aseumed cccmand. 

Battalion reorcaoized imder nev Tables of Organization. 
Pioneer Coa^any redcsi{piated Reconnaissance Coqpany* 

Lieutenant Roland A* Browne assuzsed coccnand. 

Battalion training at Fort Hood, Texas. 

Battalion closed at Coqp SheUt>y, Mississippi, nev 
peraanent station. 

Battalion noved frca Ccsjp Shelby, Mississippi, for 
Can:? Shanks, Ucv Xork 

Battalion left Caisp Shanks enroute overseas. 

Battalion arrived Liverpool, England. Trained In 
Easland until 19 Septcaiber 1944, 

- Battalion arrived Utah Beach 0315 hours. Attached to 
XX Coipa vicinity S t , Mars, France, 

Moved to one mile south of Langey, France. 

Moved to five miles south of Eons, Fraace, 

Assigned to 4 t h Tcnk Destroyer Qrous* 

Defensive position east of Moutlers, France, reinforcing 
defenses south of VioaviHe, 



3 October X 9 a 

3 Docenbo? 

EXTRACTS 0? 
AFTER ACTIO!! REPORTS, TORID TJJL II 

COliPAlJY C , 609th Z\m DESTROIER BAimLIDII 

Co " C gjLvxsa sdscioa of cupportlns firo of 53 
Corpa Arty. Conpany cleared bivoiao E of "JDUTIERS 
(U710710) at H 3 0 hra and closed In positions for 
indirect firo vicinity C726616 at 1530 hrs. Fli'o 
missions assianod to Co C by 2X Corps Arty oiad 915 
FA Bn, 6G23 76nn KE e^^wndod on this mission as of 
2400 hrs 31 Oct. 

Co C iSLUa ono Ren Plat attachod to CCB rehabi
litating and conduotins inalntonanco at EVE!©0PJ7 
(Q045913). 

1 7 DocQEbcr 1944-

1 3 Docombsr 194A 

2 0 Doconbor 1944. 

2 1 Docor.bor 1944 

2 3 DocoEbsr 1944-

2 5 Doconujor 1 9 4 4 

2 7 DocQn-bcr 19/,4 

3 Dcoorabor 194^ 

Co "C" Boved out tdth CCB and closed in II 
(P815130) at 1600* 

LHLE 

•̂ "̂  Co " C loss Ist Destroyer Plat moved rltla C C B 
to B/iSTOGrJE (P555573) at 1000. 1st Plat vaa atchd 
to CCR. 

1st Plat, Co " C , atchd to CCR, departed frcn 
MERLE (Pa5130) at OS3O and roportod to Co "A", 2abh 
Inf at BERIPJLNGE (P7S5133)» 

Ist Plat, Co ncTTJ-^^bETcan H0LII0U3E outposted 
the I'EESQll (P3202C5) ARLON (P615225) road. 

1st Plat, Co «C", moved to OBEP.GL''-BACn (P25G323) 
atchd to Co "G", 3rd T^rJc Bn, 10 Arn^ Div, 

Ist Plat Co «C« movod to SCIiOUnEim (P365352). 

Int Plat, Co "C" rlvd from CCX, 9tl: Ai-:.yl Div, 
to Bn control. Plat assembled at EERIITOEII (P335293) 
261300. 

Co «C" (-) TTas contacted for tho fl-.\.'̂ .tin:o sinco 
thoir dopirtui'o to tho BAST'JC,'^ ( P 5 5 5 5 7 3 ) oocr:ct on 
IS Dec 194^, Fiftson cncny r.nc V tanZrs :n:<l ono VI 
tanlc as roll as tlirco AT SP suns -̂ Tcro Icnom to ha.ro 
been dos-troyod. Fourteen of thcso tarJrs rrorc desti-oycd 
during tlio poriod 20 -21 Dec by tho 3rd Plat undor tho 
commnd of 1st Lt DAVID K . HAGEIB In tho vicinity of 
KOVniiE (P5SS646), Tho attacking enony tanks vrero en-



gagod as they OEoi'sod Crom tho heavy fojj at ranges 
of 200 « 300 yirds* Ono dostroyor knocked out flvo 
IK V taTika T d t h grlx rctsids. Lt Ilagons eaployod trio 
dostroyors In ptatlo positions and took advantago of 
huildingn in ?J0VILIS for covor. Tho other 
tTO dostroyero of his platoon roved about tho villago 
and voTo pi^parod to novo Into numoroua po^sitions 
•upon call. Tho 2nd Plat, conmandod by Lt EDTIIPJ) GLAD-
D E I , WIS nuccessfully cnploycd In direct firo at cnaTiif 
infantry to ropol countcrattacics. It TSXS rhllo break
ing up ono of tho cncniy'Q poroistont countorattacks, 
that Lt Gladden *s plat dostroyod a LGC V tanlc -nlth an 
IJ-10 Dostroyor rhich m s mannod by a nalcosIiiTt crcv? 
coiriposod of porconnol fron Co Hq, Tho I.!-10 hr.d been 
rocovorod undor firo, mnnod and succossfuU.y enployod* 
Tho Ren Plat oporatod dlroctly vdth olcmonli-s of uho 
I d o t L/B Div and ras out.postlng tho B:IST0G:jE-.1RT/)II 
hjghv^y. Casualties sustalnod in tho E-'iSTOGIE Poc2:ot 
TTora 1 3 dsn and 8 vehicles (2 M-18's, 2 JL:-2O»0, 3 l A -
ton*s and l.,2iWton truck), Theoo losccs tToro princi
pally tho roiTUlt of Intcnsivo xxightly onegy bonbir.g. 
Tho :.'<-18»o v&re lost by onongr A T action, Tho Co:ir>a:'iy 
accounted for AB PsW and an ostlmatod 1 5 0 onoacr killed. 

31 Docembor 1944- At 0700 Co "C" CP moved to (P557572), Four de
stroyers DDTod to (P523530) and two to IE:,F.OIiriLE (P5c4. 
6 0 0 ) to glvo direct support to the 327th A/b Infantry. 

14, January 1 9 4 5 At 0200 deati-o^-or in FAT fired at or.eny infantry. 
All dwina' tho n i g h t oncmy tanks moved about FAY 

but did not enter tho tovm, 
EiacT^y tanJ-rs firod direct fire in GT.ipix̂ rt of onccry 

Infantry. At about 0600 eneirry tanks, nuribor estimated 
botrcon 6 and 1 1 , attaclccd FAY, Dostroyor ras forced 
to pull balxLr^ a barn becauso of direct firo from onony 
to.nkg, Friondly 5,nf-nt,ry began to Td.thc'jw.T, Sreall arms 
firo from nearby brlld.ir.gri dirocted at destroyer, Encry 
taiilis in FAY on Eaat, ireot and North roods. Becauso of 
destroycr^o position, tlicy roro forced to abandon it. 
Destroyer in rcsci-io carjs d.o\m into torn on road, fired 
at onc:::y tanl:^, ono, behind tho othor. CoE;p\ctoly do-
molishcd lead ta:i!:, Socond oncny tsnk vias hit but VOLS 

recoTOrsd, To^vn foil to oncsy. 
At 0930, n t h ArDorcd Infantry attacked FAY, Da-

stroyor xrxs recovered. At 0950 deatroyor rocovorod liad 
been hit by one rourjl of A P , At 1300, P^covory vehicle, 
v M l o tovring destawyor baok, hit a land nino at P57^623« 

2 



15 January 1945 

16 January 1945 

17 Janu;.i'y I 9 . 4 5 

1 r> T JUn ; - -7 1945 

29 January 1945 

At H.00, 3 r d Plat plus ono dostroyor o f 2aid Plat 
jsoved Into area of 1 s t Bn, 506th I n f . 

At L400 2nd Plat moved Into aroa (P5664) o f 3rd 
Bn, 506t:a I n f . 

Ren Plat i n 1 s t En, 506th I n f Re servo. 
Total Rounds f i r e d : 25 HE, 10 AP. 
Tw) tanks destroyed. Lliniinua 15 cncn^ I d l l c d * 

3rd Plat atchd 1 s t Bn, SOSth. Tovcd to voods 
(P5S65) i n cupporb o f infanbry. Bootroycd 1 Hark IV, 
dajTfigcd another, destroyed a. machine ^tci nest* fi^'cd 
a t I n f a n t i v i n a hoxiso, f i r e d a t cncnij'' i n f a n t r y digging 
i n . Es-oinatod 25 cncny I d l l c d . Eds f i r e d : 30 IH:, 5 AP. 

2nd Plat moved t d t h 3rd Bn, 506-bh ujod advanced vdth 
thorn t o for:;ard positions P5665. 

Ren Plat moved vdth Co "C, 1 s t En, 50(Stli and pro
vided T^cn as thoy icovcd. 

P.cn Plat moved foruard i n support o f leading compa
ny i n a-itack of T-oods a t P5C65 wid objoctivo t o tho 
norblicant. Fired a t haystacks and auspocted t e r r a i n l o -
catior.s. Flrod 22 rds IIE. 

2r:d Plat moved for-,-:ard i n support of lead conpany 
of 3ra Bn 506th to P5666. Fired a t enony iTifantry i n 
housos and Dxispcctod location-^. Estiratcd 40 oncry 
killed. Fii'cd 20 rds IE and 3 rds AP, 

3rd Flat movad for-.-ard vdth leading co::rx.n7 i n 
attac]: on VAIK and continued tdth tho attack to objcctivos 
to the northeast (?6o67) . Destroyed t^o CJ-a-i AT c--3 tdtli 
direct firo (1500 y i : ) , dana-cd an ciiorg' h^Of-track, fired 
a t G;:C;:~/ i n f a n t r y , silcncr-d a mac!iii:o gun nc^t. Estimted 
30 cnz—r I d l l o d . Fired 24. rcls K S and 2 rd-^ AP. 

CP r^vQd beginning on tho U'th from COEHU to VAIS 
( P 6 O O 6 7 5 } / 

Ccnpar^r released atchnt to 506th I n f Rcgt a t 05.00 cad 
roturr.cd to BASTOGiTE. At 1330 cor.pany moved couth to R U -
LSIHUIG-E, clo3i-.:g at 2000 I i r s . B i l l e t e d f o r tho nl^it* 

Cor.r-c.ny n»vr,d £roa RUSIAIIGE a t 1000. Closed i n 
ST.v^liiSI at 1215 hrs. 

Co "C" (/) closed i n LDPKf (U92U34) vdth 6 o f f , 
142 £ill and 3o vohiolos at 094.0. 
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3 February 1945 

4. Fcbruaiy 1945 

5 Fobruary 1945 

10 February 1945 

1 rarch 19^5 

2 Ijx^ch 1945 

9 ::-rch 1945 

n :arcla 1945 

12 :.j;rc:; 1945 

Moioorlal servicos for non of Co " C killed In 
action at E'lSTOGlE hold at 0900« 

Plat Lcadoro, Co "C", fuorthor porfooted o/atk 
plana vdth Toaa CooEiandora, 3rd lank Bn* 

Co "G", Hn & Hq C 0 | ongagod In XOth Araorod 
Division salvage drlvo. 

Co "C", & EcL Co ongagod In rohabilltatlon 
and training, 

Co "C", r e l a f o r o e d , closod in PONTOZ (D94Q475) 
at 1200 hours* 

Co «C" (/) less 3id Plat, atchd 376 Inf. CP In 
AYL. 1st Plat destroyed 7 pillboxes, esox^nclln^ 17 rds 
AP and 64 rda HE in supporting assault of T/ILTII3GE:I 
( L I 7 4 I S 4 ) fiwa po3 on h i ^ ground W of S A A R R , Tom 
foil to assault at 1100. 2nd Plat pos U66154 received 
heavy S/A and nortar firo. 3rd Plat, atchd CCR rcsorvo. 
no chan^o. 

Co " C (/) less 3rd Plat, atchd 376 Inf T.c^, sup
ported at-iae!c N fror. TTlLTHrOEIT by firin:^ on pilibo::c3 
vio FILZra (U55201) ft^n pas vie (LI65IG5), (1200173) 
and (L1731S3). 12 pillboincs destroyed, 2 on m i c d . 
Pos received soao S/,1 and AIT fire. Co C? at TUI.TL"C-E:T. 
Annunitioa ori^xjndcd: 242 AP, I53 Ro. 3rd Plat Co "C" 
in CCR rc-er-ro at EEURIG (L150127). 

Co «C«, CP Eovod to SClinEICH. Closed at 1530. 

Co «'C", less 2nd Plat, attec'r.cd 3rd Cav Sq, CP at 
KC:iIT (L2733:;0) Ist Plat atchcd Troop "A" and 3rd Tldt 
atclid T-reoD repor-!; 'lo action. 2r-d Plat, atchd 43rd 
Cav Gq, cnrezto freri :~:rwDOn? (L2793C9) to S I E E L 

(L2762v3) tv) establish road b3.oc!:rj, received direct cnc::y 
A T fire and arty firo vie (L2v3300) at apix.-e:d,ratcly 1100. 
4 Deotre;.--r3 lostj 1 EM hillcl, 2 EM f u n d e d , 3 EM nie-
oin^*. 2-.:d H a t rct'uiv.ea to TRiZR for rc-eqvJ.ppirg. Ono 
round IS e:rx'.ided» 

Co "C" CP rc:r.in-:d in EHrj (tn74339). Ist Plat rc-
nained -hi pos vie (L2C2326). Plat in TRUTl bcir- rc-
Gqaipped, 3rd Plat in poo, ono coctlen at (L333313) a-ia \ 
ono cection at (133^315). Poo rocclvod intcnco arty firo 
during r-omir^. At G900 on C/A f-ron E and Su 3 tl:o 
and est 50 inf. At!: repfulccd, one IZH IV dos-trcyed. 40 
rds RE and 5 APO ciroaided. 19 on kr.Ov;n ldJJ.cd, 3 
takon, Ono off Ipllcd» 2 Eli TOUndcd. j 



29 ;.:arch 194-5 Co "C" - 3rd Plat caved w/CCIl fton QUEICIHEIIJ at 
231245 and cloccd In iUDIIorST (::5105) at 290230. 3rd 
Plat a t s M T / F Tliackstonj 2nd Plat undor Bn control | 
1st Plat atchd lOth Arsd Div Arty. 

30 :.:xrch 1945 All olci::cnt3 advauood S and SE of ilHrir-ELM ;7ith 
10-th Arnd Div. 

10 April 1945 Co " C , atchd CCR. Ist Plat rcniaincd atchd 634 
FA En V i c C?AILSISn:. 2nd Plat, atclid T / F Thac::s::on, 
in ILSIIOFE:!. In C/ath noraing of 10 April,' jilat -ot 
ono £P rtii and fired on t.-.'O others. An-:.u;.-_Loicn c:-
pendituro r.ot roportod. 3rd Plat, atchd CC?., rc;.i:-::cd 
Vic CRinrr.ZlM. i:o action report receivci, Zr.l Z'.-.x 
Plat ru.i:iiii2 Patrol on roads l:etv,-cen CĈ i and CC;;, Lia
ison betv,-ecn T / F Roberts and ILSIIOFEII, hcopin:: roacla 
open. On 9 April ono l/4-Tcn ambushed and loet. 2 EH 
reiv.dcd. At 101630 2nd Ren Plat on road pati'ol vie 
RII??E:;T::::OFZ:T (S535633) TOS atlcd by eetln^ted 103 En 
Inf ar4 2 Ii: TJ or .'IC V tl'-s. Ono officer and t;?e Kl 
alcsin;;; in action; 3 FIJ TOiuidcd, ono half-'traclc and ono 
i:-5 li-ht tanh lost to En A T fire. 

12 April 1945 " 3 " and "C" Conponies advanced vjith Co:::bat Coi;-vando 
acroes lujchcr Pd-zor. 

23 April 1945 Co "C", atchd OCR, CP £c 3rd Plat in E;:\::GZ:I (:1'..70 
6-63). let Plat atchd 634 FA, reported dcwtr-aeticn of 1 
£3 ma c*^!, position tsiIaioTn. 

27 April 1945 Co "C", atchd CCR, CP and 2u Plat n:cvja frc- U^Myin 
(7045490) to BU3 LOE at 1500. 3rd Plat, atchd T / F ;̂:iO::-
GIOIJ closed in EU: LOE at 14-00. Ene:^ herc^e drav- ccl^j-^i 
c-countercd vie Z:i:2Z::VVU (X97p500) ai:d plat fired 33 rde 
IE and 1 /d? killir-3 25 cn and destTOj^/dn^ 4 vxjiaicloj. 

30 April 1945 All olciuente c:;---ed in reiiabilitatien and reeiviiy. 
lot Plat Co " C r-ld a^ehd 634 F ^ and rojci::ed co-pany. 

3 .'•'.J 1945 All olcnent:. reld attac:-:::;nt3 and reverted to En. 
Control 1300. U:rlt or-ja-ed in rer-ahilitation and training. 

9 Kay 1945 Battalion participated in Division r^adc at 13C0. 
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