
SUMMARY OF THE 0r d P:^ATOON,COMPANY "C-= bwyth TANK DESiROYER 
BAXTA:^ION ACTIVITY I N TnE BATTx.,E OF THE BiiJuE 

iTie pxaoton a r r i v e d i n Bastogne abouu ±x P.M. December xO, lyuij.. l u was ordered 
t o proceed t o Noviixe a t about A.M. December xy, l y i i u uo support eJements 
axready i n t h a t town, ihe pxaL,oon a r r i v e d i n Novi_^xe ao dark binder heavy M.yMW 
a r t i x x e r y f i r e . During e s t a b l i s h i n g p o s i t i o n s owa {2j of our men were wounded 
Sgt Horton and SP-> •.-vÎ Sv̂ N, IHKY WiSRE avACUATED t o the hospitax outside of Bastogne, 
Tnis i i o s p i t a : was overrun b% ihe germnns the nexu n i g h t December 2u, xViiix. 

Î t about k A.M. December 20,19iih, L t . Higgins ordered Sgt P i l o n to folJ.ow him to 
a l o c a t i o n on the other side of MMttbfeS' As we approached the i n t e r s e c t i o n i n the 
center of town, Sgt P i l o n stopped h i s M-18 t o get h i s bearing. Just'b^he stopped 
a v o l l e y of tank f i r e came from the l e f t j u s t missing L t . Higgins, L t Higgins 
dashed across the road and sgt P i l o n d i r e c t e d h i s M-18 t o f o l l o w a t f u i l i l speed. 
MOVED t o a p o s i t i o n tit the edge of tox«m l o o k i n g a t a pine f o r e s t about 2^00 yard's" 
from our p o s i t i o n . J u s t as d a y l i g h t was anroaching, f o g set i n l i m i t i n g v i s i b i l i t y 
t o zero. About 9 A.M. we heard v e h i c l e s and German s o l i d e r s approaching.They came 
w i t h i n 100 yards of our p o s i t i o n , overran our i n f a n t r y outpost. We received an orda* 
"DON'T SHOOT UNTIL YOU SEE THE TffllTS OE THEIR EYES". Sst P i l o n heard the American 
s o l d i e r s c a l l f o r help so he t u r n e d h i s M-lB i n the d i r e c t i o n of the c a l l and f i r e d 
a few rounds. The Germans turned and r e t r e a t e d back i n the d i r e c t i o n t h a t the;^ came 
from» lAjhen the Germans got back about h a l f way t o the f o r e s t , the f o g l i f t e d expos
i n g them. Sgt P i l o n opened f i r e on two (2) h a l f t r a c k s d e s t r o y i n g them'and also open
ed f i r e on a group of german s o l d i e r running t o a small group of mne, Sgt P i l o n 
f i r e some S6 MM H.E. a l s o , some 50 Cal.We d i d not see any a c t i v i t y i n t h a t area. 

A f t e r L t . Higgins had placed Sgt. Pi^#-n i n a defensive p o s i t i o n , he returned t o the 
other side of t o r n t o f i n d t h a t Sgt. Beaster had engaged some german tanks.Hefired 
a t f i v e of them d i s a b l i n g a l l f i v e but was h i t at the same moment t h a t he f i r e d the 
f i f t h round i n j u r i n g Sgt.Beaster,McMannus, Adkins and k i l l i n g Pensiwater. The b a t t l e 
f p ^ N e v i l l e was concentrated on the no-H--h and east side " f N o v i l l e , 
P e r i o d i c a l l y d uring the day the town was h i t by American and Ge.rman a r t i l l e r y doi.ng 
very l i t t l e damage. At about 3 P.M. the forces were ordered t o regroup and r e t u r n 
t o Bastogne. Sgt.Pilon's M-l8 was the rear defense of the column. Mhen the group-n^'" 
Foy a small tovm abou^t t̂ TO miles out o f N o v i l l e the column came under german f i r e , 
t h e r e were german s o l d i e r s on house tops and i n home f i r i n g at T - r i l l causing the 
column t o change i t s route t h r o u g h t a f i e l d . IvTiile the column was stopped Sgt, P i l o n 
observed some german tanks and jeeps e n t e r i n g N o v i l l e , He took them under f i e e and 
disabling/^ne tank and i n j u r i n g some s o l d i e r s f o r they could be heaild c a l l i n g f o r 
medics, m ^ o l u m n f i n a l l y got by Foy and preceded t o Bastogne. Sgt. P i l o n was award-
g^Q^he Bronze Star f o r ¥alor f o r h i s a c t i o n i n N o v i l l e , 



About 10 A.M. Dec 21, 19i|liS/Sgt Mays and Sgt. P i l o n w i t h the two remainining MKfiffi: 
M-lBs were d i r e c t e d t o f o l l o w a Cavalry u n i t on the highway toward Neufchateau. 
About 9 miles out of. Bastogne Sgt. Pilon's M-18 was h i t three time by german 
a n t i - t a n k f i r e k i l l i n g the d r i v e r and a s s i s t a n t d r i v e r , Sgt P i l o n , Double and 
Calvert escaned unharroed. They had t o crawl about 800 yards f o r tfhey were under 
f i r e . S/Sgt Mays M-18 kept the area wherethe german f i r e was coming from under 
f i r e t o p r o t e c t the three returning from t h e i r d i s a b l e d M-l8. S/Sgt Mays a t d the 
r e s t of the men t h a t survived reJursBd t o Bastdgne. 
On Dec 22, 19Li,b Sgt. P i l o n e s t a b l i s h e d an outpost about two miles out of Bastogne 
on the road t o Neufchateau.This was the putpost the Germans used t o meet w i t h 
General McAUliffe on the surrender. The outpost captured two german motoi|:cle 
scouts during the f n u r days a t t h i s outpost. At about 6 P.M. December 26, l $ i h 
the L t h Armored Div l e a d i n g elements made contact w i t h the outpost on the A r l o n 
highway t h a t was l o c a t e d across a f i e l d frojn our p o s i t i o n . I'\Jhen sun came up the 
Moi-ing of the December 27, I9W4 the f i e l d ^ b c c u p i e d by ti*^''"large group of the I i t h 
Armored Div. Sgt. P i l o n r e t u r n e d to h i s u n i t i n Bastogne, 
On Dec 29, 1 9 ' L t . Higgins took one M-I8 with Sgt. P i l o n to a small tovm j a s t 
west '^f N o v i l l e t o support a u n i t '^f 506th Abn I n f . On approach t o the command 
n'^st i-ie came under small arms f i r e and L t . Higgins was h i t i n the arm.Sgt B i l o n 
w i t h i n s t r u c f a o n s from the I n f Commander prnceded t o a smaller'^^out h a l f a m i l e 
n o r t h where the M-I8 engaged/^ battle w i t h some german tanks t h a t were t r y i n g t o 
get throught the i n f a n t r y p o s i t i o n s . Sgt. P i l o n w i t h the M-L^ destrifjyed f i v e 
german tanks and observed one being towed away. On Tiecember 31, I9I4U Sgt P i l a n 
received orders to support the i n f a n t r y proceeding n o r t h pass N o v i l l e . On January 
2, 19h^ the i n f a n t r y engao^ed i n b a t t l e aprocahing woods south of Houfalize,Sgt. 
P i l o n ' ^ M-lf' destroyed a,german h a l f t r a c k and an a n t i - t a n k gun. 
January2, 19h? at about 9,P.M. another tank destroyer u n i t J l B l l t h ) r e l e i v e d the 
Platbon (609th) tho r e t u r n e d to Bastogne regrouped what was l e f t o f i t and on 
January )4, 19h5 motored t o Metz to get r^'placments of personnell and equipmnt. 

i,\rhile i n Bastogne b a t t l e s th^- "latoon l o s t Ih men and two M-l8s, twn M-20§ and 
thr e e jeeps. 

Headquarters Platinon l o s t h men t h a t were i n a home converted i n t o a h o s p i t i l t h a t 
was bombed by the german a i r f o r c e Christmas eve. The buildj.ng caught f i r e and 
btmned. There many s o l d i e r s -aŵ fc perished i n the f i r e . The 609th men were wounddd 
while manning t h e i r gun during an a i r r a i d bud a r t i l l e r y barriage on the flmericaan 
forces headquarters i n the center of Bastogne. 
Headquarters Platoon l o s t a l l t h e i r v i c h i c l e s from h o s t i l e f i e e except one jeep 
one h a l f t r a c k . 

GEORGii: T would appreciate i t i f you would rddo t h i s t o c o r r e c t mistakes and con
dense i t . The dates are as close as I can remember, 
I compound f r a c t o r e d my r i g h t l e g about 6 incVies above the ankle Nov.13...''' hope 
i t w i l l not a f e c t ray dancing. I W i l l be i n a cast f o r a vrhile longer. 
Hone you a l l had a j o y f u l h o l i d a y season and w i l l see you i n P h i l come Sept. 
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4 X ! T R A (; t 

By dipe|tion of the Preaident and under j ^ e provis ion a of'Airny . - , - , , - ^ — t i o n s 
; 600-45, dateti 22 Septeimer 1943, ae araended, and C i r c u l a r iJumber 6, Headquarters 
II^Hst'^lhird United States Army, dated 26 A p r U 1944^ * Bfome S U r WM. ifi i i m J t l l %oi 

1*;̂ % Sergeai^ «!W P PIL08, 31(546266, Field 4rtilleiy, Gonpany C, ••fcnk Dwixnyer 
V B«itd.JAi O o i M StetM Andr. Fbr heroio aahiarewni l a oonoMtlv^^tJi allUexy 

0 ^ ajltlaat en eneiQr It the United Sttlf^ In MLaPM on 20 Dm^ber ISUii. 
Vien an eQ« ŷ force threaten kl to attack the t̂oim of fOnUZ, BSLCHll^ the tank 
deatrogrer oi l i i i ^ Sergeant 1L0H waa gon oonandar, vaa plae«d i i v M the 
edge of tlie;to«n to aaaist i v warding off th« ooKlng attadc. SIcbUmg aevmfffteBy 

; tanka ^ppro^ehing^ Sergeant >ILON, with uttef dLaregard for hia personal safety 
tnm the- oTfmheladng oppo8itlon> covrageoualjy r — i n e d In hla dangerously ea^aed 
f i r ^ p o a l i l w , firing xounl after round atittie tanki.ontH towr niv^ deatroyed 

'''^:''v.umt<i-M**%t0T9 routed, A ai<>rt t l a a later, MBervla|( itipay Infantiql^:^^ W T l n c 
tovarde tik»jta«a« he fired ti thara ao skilfully and mtti^fimtlj thai > laxse 

^ 4 M i b ^ the eUiere lb reed to k « e . i»9W9m^nUM*aM^i^ een-
irlbtttMl iflUaattrably to th4 repulae o f the n̂aogr att«ek aid aerltillch i a n B i W 

^ atloR. ttta d i ^ l a y ef eeont* «nA hia loymlf^aroUan to dsty ntlumi hltb credit 
«pon hlMelf and the a i l l t a i r foroea o f the tbited State*. Bstered the alUtaqr 
eerfiee froi Tenawit, ' 

By oomand of the DIVISIOH QOUlCAHDSt 
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