








7"Deactin97to harrowing dispatches coming??ronifurope‘fn71939'and'1940,
the War Department activated a handful of anti-tank battalions in its search
,forrthe potential to combat and defeat;the,reportedlyfinvincible'German
; armored advantage. These early units experimented with counter Panzer
measures and field tested new tactics. They gradually abandoned the too
 passive, static anti-tank defense that had fafied*dismaily in Poland,
France and the Low Countries. Such units were instrumental in the develop-
rment’ofrthe aggressive; mobile attitude that became,the essence of American
anti-tank doctrine. | | - o |

In terms of f1repower. mobi]1ty, reconna1ssance and communications the

: r-f%early ant1-tank battal1ons were pr1m1t1ve compared to the—Tank Destroyer

‘jbatta11ons ‘they engendered. However, the1r performance in the 1940 maneuvers
o ;p1erced the gloom, and held prom1se of ref1nements to. come.r
In pursu1t of those ref1nements the Nar Department proposed to activate
 twenty-two provisional “anti-tank batta11ons.' E1ght of which were to be
~raised by as many non-divisional field art111ery br1gades The rest were
- to be raised by fourteen infantry d1v1s1ons. The f1eld art111ery brigade
units were to be equipped with towed 75;mi11imeter guns, and considered
' General Headquarters battalions. The infantry diuisionunits were to be
equipped with towed 37 and 75 millimeter guns'and were to remain with their
divisions. 7

The "Yankee Division" was selected tor form one of those units, and

activated the 26th Infantry Division Anti-Tank Battalion (Provisional) on
,August 4, 1941, at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. Th1s battal1on consisted of -
two towed 75 millimeter gun batter1es ‘one towed 37 millimeter gun battery,

a Medica] Department Detachment, and Headquarters and Headquarters Battery.

ﬁ'“f{‘lts personne] and equ1pment were ass1gned from the three f1e]d art1llery



regiments of the division;sxbist‘?ield'Artillery Brigade (See Appendix I;p,_~—r
Section l)fTho'brigade's 180th Field Artillery Regiment furnished the nuclei
of the new unit;by’contributingfits'entire anti-tank element: Batteries ﬁG"rt',r
and "H", and the Anti-Aircraft/Anti-Tank Platoons from Headquarters Batteries,
1st and 2nd Battalions 7
Batteries ngn and "H" were' 75 millimeter gun batteries and bacame

Batteries "A" and "B" of the‘26th Infantry Division Anti-Tank Battalion

'”<d,(Prov1sional) The anti-aircraft/anti-tank platoons became Battery "C", the

37 millimeter gun battery of the new battalion

' The Medical Department Detachment and Headquarters and Headquarters
"Battery_were organized by'transferring necessary personnel “from the 51st
Field Artillery Brigade. ‘Subsequent transfers from Headquarters Battery,
51st Field Artillery Brigade, the 101st, 102nd and 180th Field Artillery
rRegiments helped to bring the battalion to strength.

With the aches and pains of any recently activated organization, the 26th
,Anti-Tank'Battalion;Aasfit was?generally called, began its training and o
prepared for the Carolina Maneuvers of October and November. Those maneuvers
were a period of 1nnovation, experimentation and close staff scrutiny. A
"} "school solution" was still being evolved ‘and if the battalion weren't
‘writing the book on anti-tank operations, it surely. was helping to edit it.

. The battalion returned to Camp Edwards on’ December 4, 1941, confident and
experienced They were involved Wlth a new aspect of the art of war, and
had approached their early challenges accordingly. |

“While the battalion was proceeding to its home station, the War Department;' '
still pursuing refinements in anti-tank ‘warfare, had issued a letter,
“Organization of Tank Destroyer Battalions", dated December 3, 1941. This

important letter, in part: inactivated the anti-tank elements in artillery



battaTionsdandfreoiments in the continentaI*Dntted States, and constitutedi
eight light Tank Destroyer Battalions which were to be activated by the
Command1ng Genera] ‘First Army. One of theseifirst Tank Destroyer battalions,
| the 626th, was to ‘have the 26th Division as its source unit. a

In accordance w1th the war Department 1etter, the 26th D1v1s1on 1ssued

, General Or ers,JNumber 6 “dated December 17 1941 Th1s‘order effect1ve1y ,A
1nact1vated~the 26th Anti-Tank Battalion by resc1nd1ng the order that had
created 1t Genera] Order, Number 6 also 1nact1vated the anti-tank e]ements L
in the d1v1s1on S art111ery ‘regiments. That same order activated the 626th
Tank Destroyer Battalion (Light), less itS'Pioneer Company.

To accomp11sh th1s activation, all personne] of - ‘the inactivated 26th

Anti-Tank Batta]1on were transferred to the1r original units. These units,

in turn, retr’fsferred the bu1k of their returned personnel to the new Tank

'Destroyer battalaon | The new batta11on a]so acqu1red the weapons, veh1c1es,
equipment'and'materia] of the division’s inactivated artillery anti-tank
elements,- (See Append1x I, Section 2). |

With a strength of 25 officers and 420 enlisted men, 1nc1ud1ng attached
medical personnel, the 626th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Light) was activated,
lessPioneérscompany,,on December 15, 1941, at its permanent station, Camp
EdWards,‘MassaChusetts Understrength\by 8 officers and 408 enlisted men,

"~ the batta11on”was ass1gned to Genera] Headquarters and attached to the 26th

Division for organ1zat1on

On February 11, 1942, twenty-three daysfafter authority had been granted
to activate?theiPioneer Company, the 26th:DiVision was triangularized. The e
resulting'changes in the division's structure witnessed the consolidation V
of Headquarters Battery, 102nd Field Art1llery Reg1ment w1th the recent]y

act1vated P1oneer Company That battery was the only un1t ever to be



;l‘redesignated aS'a'component of the 626th‘fank‘Destroyer‘Battaiion. Its

rredesignation entitled the battalion to claim and inherit the battery's
l lineage and battle honors. This entitTement3wasiof}critica1 importance
when the battalion's coat-of-arms was being'designed (See Appendix II).

o 0n Apr11 1, 1942 the battalion departed Camp Edwards in a motor convoy
'Jand arr1ved a week later at the VI Corps Ant1-Tank Tra1n1ng Center, A. P.
- HiN Mi]itary Reservation, Fredr1cksburg, Virginia. For the six and a half
‘,'months spent at this stat1on, tra1n1ng was v1gorous and 1ncluded combat
firing, p]atoon exercises, field prob1ems and attendance ‘at Ranger School
in commando tactics. 7 A

In an outstand1ng tact1ca1 operatlon on May 14, 1942 “the batta11on,

using exped1ents effected a cross1ng of the unfordable Rappahannock River.

: "-fa_hThe commendat1on that followed c1ted w1ll1ngness to assume respons1bility,

- ‘1n1tiat1ve and courage, as we]l as the m111tary appearance and enthusiasm

of the battalion.

On May 28, 1942, 8 officers and’:7:37;9fenl'ifsted_?men’_motOr marched to
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to participaterin‘that:city‘s Memoria] Day exercises.
The1r motor convoy consisted of 171 veh1c1es of all types, and included
" seventeen motorcycles and thirty-six 37. m1111meter guns "Following the parade,
the public was invited to a display and demonstration of the battalion's
equipment. A heavy downpour the n1ght of May'30 31, forced the cancellation
rof the open house scheduled for May 31. After dry1ng the1r equ1pment the
batta11on left the area and returned to the reservat1on.

~“Perhaps less memorable, but certa1nly more s1gn1f1cant than the excursion
| to P1ttsburgh were the reorgan1zat1on and redes1gnat1on of the battalion on

‘ May 31, 1942, as a self-prope]]ed un1t, and the attendant reorgan1zation and

| 'T‘redesignation of the Pioneer Company as the Reconna1ssance cdmpany The



:f55”authorityfforithose‘changes was contained in a War Department letter which

'went on to state, in part, that the self-propelled equipment would be issued
to the battalion when available from production ,

Training continued, and during the last two months'atxA P. Hill the
,,battaiion part1c1pated in field problems with the 26th DiViSion. and held

'lspec1a1 combat exerc1ses with armored units.

On October 27, 1942 the 626th Tank Destroyer Battalion left Virginia,
~and arrived at its new temporary station, Fort Meade, Maryland. As 1942
'ended. therbattalion. with a strength of 42 officers'andii02'eniisted men,
,maintained its equipment and prepared itself for the 1nev1tab]e rigors of
. additional training. ' ' ,

Hav1ng departed Fort Meade by rail, the 626th arrived at camp Hood, Texas
On\January 20, 1943. On arrival it was re]eased from its a551gnment to the
:Eastern Defense Command and assigned to the Army Ground Forces and the Tank
Destroyer Center
| At Camp Hood s Advanced Unit Training Center the 526th asserted 1ts p]ace
: in the sun and went on to set records in tank hunting and phy51ca1 fitness

o It continueduto distinguish itself by its tactical efficiencyrin:fieid problems

 and exercises. One commendation invited the attention of the center's commanding

general'and praised the esprit, enthusiasm, cooperation and splendid performance

‘,.'rrof the c1ted unit The. personality of the battalion had been confirmed

With the motto of The Tank Destroyer ‘Forces "Seek Strike, Destroy" taking
‘on}a more intense meaning, the 626th successfully comp]eted its training at
ecamp Hood. The Battalion left the Tank Destroyer Center by rai] on Apri] 21 1943.
Four days later it arrived at Camp Gordon, Georgia, its new permanent station,
and was assigned to the 2nd Army.

Nearly two months after its arrival at Camp Gordon, the battalion was



. ordered to partfcioate'fn'énd Army Maneuver Number 2. Accordingly; the
battalion left Georgia June 15, by motor convoy and rail movement, and
proceeded‘t0'theiTennesSee'Maneuver Area. The convoy arriVed‘on Jdune 17,
one day ahead of the:rail movement. |

Dur1ng these maneuvers the 626th was commended for 1ts ab111ty to

"'b'adapt 1tse1f to comb1ned 0perat1ons with the other arms A]so c1ted, were

- its onalty, enthusmasm and profess1onal ab111ty. as were 1ts<standards of
‘j'm111tary courtesy and d1sc1p11ne " The author of'theTCOmmendation ‘a major
general, cont1nued in h1s praise,and remarked about the unt1r1ng effort,
interest and initiative disp}ayed by the non-commissioned officers and
~enlisted men of the battalion. These maneuvers were completed on August 28,
1943, and the 626th'returned to Camp Gordon on September'B, 1943, following
a two day movement by ra11 and motor. 7 s
| For the next three months the battalion cont1nued to ref1ne its skills,

and was then ordered to the Carolina Maneuver Area. This exerc1se was to be

"—ff1f1n connection w1th the tra1n1ng act1v1t1es of the XII Corps.x Nith a‘strength

of 44 off1cers, 1 warrant officer and 616 enlisted men the 626th left Georgia
for South Caro]ina on December 13, 1943. | 7

- The next day the batta]1on pulled out of the maneuver area -- an unex-
pected change in orders had directed its immediate return to Camp Gordon.
Understandably, th1s abrupt change in orders generated rumors about the 626th's
destiny: Preparatlon for Overseas Movement?, The Pacific Theatre’ The

European Theatre?, Wasn t it about time -- hadn't the 60lst TD Batta11on,

'ir‘a]so act1vated on Dec. 15 1941, . already d1st1ngu1shed 1tse1f at E1 Guettar

~in North Afr1ca7 School troops at Hood’ Inactivat1on - 1mposs1b1e|
In fact, Headquarters, Army Ground Forces had ordered the 1nact1vat1on
,‘of random]y drawn Tank Destroyer batta]ions w1thout regard for ‘their lineaga,

longevity, efficiency, state of readiness or combat potentia]. Unfortunately,



d;%among those so selected was the GZGth*fanh“Destroyer Battalion.

Because German armor had not been encountered in the inflated numbers
,repbrted”in—1940'the need for Tank Destroyer battalions had been diminished.
The fates of twenty-five battalions were sealed late in 1943 when Headquarters,
Army Ground Forces looked to them as a part1a1 solution to a manpower shortage
'1of 45 293 troops. Many Tank Destroyermen became Infantrymen as a resu]t of
the subsequent inactivations.
| In add1t1on to the 1nact1vat1ons, Headquarters Army Ground Forces

'd1rected ha]f of the rema1n1ng Tank Destroyer batta11on to reorganize as

~ towed 3 1nch gun batta]ions These new towed organ1zat1ons having a greater

‘ it*~author1zed strength than the self-propelled batta11ons, wou]d need add1tiona1

personnel; consequent]y, members of some of the 1nact1vated units were trans-

~ ferred to the battalions that were reorgan1zed as ‘towed units.

7 w1th1n days of 1ts approach1ng 1nact1vat1on the 626th issued orders

which transferred 671 of its enlisted men to four other Tank Destroyer

~ battalions, andithe{remaining’24 en]istedrmen'to,Headquarters, 3rd Detachment,

Special Troops; anhArmy. Other orders reieased the 55 officers from assignment

and duty with the battalion, and attached,54 of them, unassigned, to Headquarters,

3rd Detachment, Special—Troops, 2nd'Army;to‘await reassignment. One officer

was transferred to the 653rd Tank Destroyer Battalion at Fort Benning, Georgia.
On December 19, 1943, HeadquartersngZGtthank~Destroyer Battalion issued

'vSpecial Orders, Number 4 which inactiyatedthebattalion, effective December 20,

1943, | 7

“v‘ATthoughfthe{626th*never'enteredﬁcomhétfasfa;unitgcnearly'a]]\of its

members did. The 671 en]i‘ste’d'men:"trans{"'erre‘d‘v to the 630th, 691st, 774th and

f‘806th Tank Destroyer Batta11ons Joined outf1ts that would win a total of

vif1fteen battle stars in the European Theatre of 0perat1ons. ‘A number of the



" battalion's officers would see much combat with various other Tank Destroyer ~
battalions such as the 607th, 692nd and 822nd.
In a very real sense, the 626th Tank Destroyer Battalion's motto “Susc1pere

A,et Finire" (To undertake and f1n1sh) had been vindicated.






' APPENDIX 1

L Un1ts of the 26th Division' s 5lst F1e1d Art111ery Br1gade

'Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Slst Fe11d Artillery Brigade
1015t,F1e1d Artillery Reg1ment

102nd Field Artillery Regiment

180th Field Artillery Regiment

" 2. Anti-Tank Elements of the 51st Field Artillery Brigade
’ ANTI-AIRCRAFT/ANTI-TANK PLATOON Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion,

1015t F1e1d Art111ery Reg1ment
ANTI-AIRCRAFT/ANIT TANK PLATOON Headquarters Battery, an Battalion,
: .:‘t 1015t Field: Artil]ery Reg1ment : o :
PKANTI-AIRCRAFTYANTI TANK PLATOON Headquarters Battery, lst Batta11on,
102nd Field Artillery Reg1ment
,ANTI-AIRCRAFT/ANTI-TANK PLATOON Headquarters Battery, -2nd Battalion,
102nd Field Art111ery Reg1ment
ANTI-AIRCRAFT/ANTI TANK PLATOON, Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion,
180th Field Artillery Reg1ment
ANTI-AIRCRAFT/ANTI-TANK PLATOON Headquarters‘Battery, 2nd Battalion,
180th Field Art111ery Reg1ment Fatan
Batter1es G and H, 180th Field Art111ery Reg1ment*
*The 180th Field Artillery was a med1um'reg1ment equ1pped with 155 millimeter
howitzers. Such medium reg1ments were author1zed two ant1 tank batteries
-equipped with 75 m1111meter guns. The ant1-tank batter1es in the 180th
Field Artillery Regiment were Batteries "G" and "H“.‘
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Coat-of-arms of the<626tthank,Destroyer Battalion

" The battalion's coat-of-arms as approved on February 8, 1943, is

_described in heraldic terms as :

',QSHIELD:"Gu]esva rhinoceros'statant"affronte or, on a canton of the last'sii'f?7'7

fleur;de-lis chevronwise of the field.

1 :“MOTTO Susc1pere et F1n1re (to undertake and f1n1sh)“

In Simpler terms: The coat-of-anns is a red shield on which isa = -~

stand1ng, gold rhinoceros fac1ng to the front. In the upper left port1on

‘5-of the- she11d are six fleurs-de 11s arranged to form a chevron.

The red sheild bears the trad1t1ona1 color of artillery and signifies
the battalion' s roots and ass1gnment to that branch.
The rhinoceros hav1ng a sturdy, v1gorous anatomy, symoblizes the strength |

and mobility of the battalion. Its facing to the front and standing on all

o fours represent the combat1ve d1spos1t1on of the battalion.

~ The fleurs-de-1is reflect the six World War I Battle Honors earned by

Headquarters Battery, 102nd F1e1d Art11lery Regiment.
The 626th Tank Destroyer Battal1on s standard which contains its: coat-r,li':'
~of-arms and motto is preserved and disp]ayed in the Hall of Flags at the

oy State House, Boston, Massachusetts



