
La CeSA and A HAYSTACK THAT WASN'T 

SALERNO (Paestum), I t a l y was one of the more c r i t i c a l and c e r t a i n l y 
one of t h e b l o o d i e s t m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s of the I I World War. F o r a 
time t h e a c t i o n hung i n the b a l a n c e between s u c c e s s and a p o s s i b l e 
d e f e a t a s the enemy t h r e a t e n e d the v e r y e x i s t e n c e of the newly won 
beachhead. T h i s was the opening s t r u g g l e of the long and b i t t e r 
I t a l i a n campaign. On t h e i r f i r s t combat m i s s i o n the 636th Tank Des
t r o y e r b a t t a l i o n under t h e command of C o l o n e l Van PYLAND was f e r r i e d ' 
a s h o r e , p r a c t i c a l l y b e i n g dumped o v e r b o a r d as a r e s u l t of mixed up 
o r d e r s f o r a screwed up d e b a r k a t i o n s c h e d u l e . The Tank D e s t r o y e r 
companies e n t e r e d combat on September 9, 1943 on the n o t so sandy 
beaches n e a r t h e a n c i e n t p o r t c i t y of Paestum. S e v e r a l days p a s s e d 
b e f o r e t h e men and the equipment of t h e 636th were f i n a l l y melded 
i n t o t h e b a t t a l i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h would make i t t h e e f f e c t i v e 
f i g h t i n g f o r c e which h i s t o r y , namely the D i v i s i o n H i s t o r i a n s ' f o r g o t ' 
t o r e c o r d . P r e v i o u s l y t o l d had been a s m a l l s c a l e a c t i o n d u r i n g w h i c h 
t h e h y b r i d , m i s f i t , c a s t - o f f s of t h e 6 3 6 t h ' s s e l f - s t y l e d Ranger P l a t o o n 
made i t s i n i t i a l mark. T h i s s t a t e m e n t does not impugn the c h a r a c t e r s 
o r the f i g h t i n g a b i l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l s who found t h e m s e l v e s a s s i g n e d 
t o t h e Ranger P l a t o o n . They had been t o l d t h i s would be a ' P a l a c e 
Guard' super-MP type o u t f i t w h i c h would s e c u r e the r e a r - C P i n a d d i t i o n 
to t h e p e r f o r m i n g of o t h e r d u t i e s . The 'other d u t i e s ' d i d m a t e r i a l i z e 
under t h e command of a c i t y - b o y Second L i e u t e n a n t . Of c o u r s e t h e s e 
s n a f u s , mix-ups, p a s s i n g the buck, DMW and CYAs a r e n o t i n c l u d e d i n 
t h e r e c o r d e d h i s t o r i e s o f t h e 3 6 t h Texas I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n ' s combat 
days i n A f r i c a and Europe. Two h i s t o r i e s ; one p u b l i s h e d i n 1945, and 
a r e v i s e d , d r e s s e d up v e r s i o n p u b l i s h e d (or t o be p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 ) . 

The S i x t h Corps was charged w i t h m a i n t a i n i n g and a d v a n c i n g a l o n g a 
narrow F r o n t . L a C a s a C r e e k , a narrow s t r e a m meandering between 
r o l l i n g h i l l s , r o c k y p r o m n i t o r i e s and swampy t e r r a i n soon proved 
to be t h e s o f t c e n t e r of the Corp's f r o n t t o be e x p l o i t e d by t h e 
Germans i n t h e i r f i n a l e f f o r t t o b u r s t through t o the beachhead a r e a 
w i t h i t s mountains of s u p p l i e s and incoming f i g h t i n g equipment. They 
a l m o s t made i t e x c e p t f o r one b a t t a l i o n , t h e 142d I n f a n t r y and t h e 
r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 143d I n f a n t r y which had been b a d l y mauled d u r i n g t h e 
p r e v i o u s two days of c o n t i n u a l heavy f i g h t i n g . The 636th TD Bn.. i s 
acknowledged t o have been the l y n c h p i n w h i c h h e l d o u t a g a i n s t heavy 
odds i n p r e v e n t i n g the German b r e a k t h r o u g h , t h u s t u r n i n g the S i x t h 
Corps f l a n k s 180 d e g r e e s t o p r o t e c t i t s c e n t e r , a t the same time 
l e a v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e gaps between the Corp's e x i s t i n g f l a n k s and t h e 
f i g h t i n g u n i t s a d j a c e n t . A f t e r the s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n of what c o u l d 
have become a m i l i t a r y d e b a c l e . September 11, 1943, the Germans d i d 
occupy h i g h p o i n t s which gave them d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n f o r t h e i n t e n s e 
a r t i l l e r y f i r e s w hich s a t u r a t e d the 3 6 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n ' s r e g i m e n t a l 
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p o s i t i o n s . A c c u r a t e s n i p e r f i r e s p i c k e d o f f t h e American a r t i l l e r y 
FOs f a s t e r t h a n t h e y c o u l d be r e p l a c e d . L i g h t i ^ a r t i l l e r y ^ ^ i r c r a f p 
s p o t t e r s l a s t e d but a few m i n u t e s . German armor appeared where no 
armor had been r e p o r t e d . German s n i p e r s and machine gunners seemed t o 
be e v e r y w h e r e , f i r i n g upon our i n f a n t r y and a r t i l l e r y u n i t s from t h e 
f l a n k s and r e a r . The Commanders a s s e m b l i n g a t Corps h e a d q u a r t e r ' s 
f a c e d a d e s p a r a t e s i t u a t i o n ; t h e r e was a gap a t the c e n t e r of the 
S i x t h C o r p ' s p o s i t i o n . The 1 s t and 3d Bns, 142d I n f a n t r y and the 3d 
Bn, 143d I n f a n t r y were c l o s e t o the p o i n t of b e i n g s u r r o u n d e d and c u t 
o f f , t h e 3 6 t h f a c e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f b e i n g chopped up p i e c e m e a l . 
H i l l 424, a prominent o b s e r v a t i o n p o i n t had been f l a n k e d by German 
armor s u p p o r t e d by i n f a n t r y . The 142d I n f a n t r y u n i t s which had s t e z e d 
t h e h i g h ground were f o r c e d t o withdraw o r f a c e a n n i h i : l a t i o n . The 

'̂C* r e m a i n d e r of t h i s f a t e f u l n i g h t was s p e n t by t h e a v a i l a b l e I n f a n t r y 
^ .(^ j u n i t s d i g g i n g i n a l o n g t h e w e s t h i g h ground f r o n t i n g L a C a s a C r e e k 

w i t h a n o r t h e r n a n chor a d j a c e n t the B r i t i s h f o r c e s who were brought 
t o a h a l t i n t h e i r advance, t h u s a f f o r d i n g a s t a b i l i z i n g e f f e c t u n t i l 
t h i s b u l g e i n t h e 3 6 t h ' s f r o n t had been s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t . L a Cgsa o r 
v.^ORreiuiffles-J«wWfi aa L a Coaa C r e e k was a s l i g h t d e f e n s i v e b a r r i e r and 
t h e o n l y one a v a i l a b l e . September 13, 1943, the 36th was b l e d w h i t e 
w i t h c a s u a l t i e s i n t h e t h o u s a n d s . The D i v i s i o n had extended i t s e l f 
t o t h e b r e a k i n g p o i n t ; t h e r e was l i t t l e d e f e n s e i n depth, e v e r y man 
was c a l l e d t o d i g a r i f l e p i t , t o man a machine gun p o s i t i o n . Tank 
D e s t r o y e r s were g i v e n o v e r t o e a c h i n d i v i d u a l crew c h i e f t o f i r e a t 
any enemy t a r g e t w h i c h appeared from 'any d i r e c t i o n ' ; t h e TDs were 
i n l i n e a b r e a s t i n a h u l l down p o s i t i o n over t h e west r i s e a c r o s s 
LA c a s a C r e e k from t h e German a t t a c k e r s . 'X' Company of the 142d 
had been f o r c e d t o w i thdraw from a r o c k y promintory w h i c h f a c e d one 
o f t h e two f o r d i n g p o i n t s a c r o s s the C r e e k . The f i r s t f o r d i n g p o i n t 
c o u l d be t a k e n under heavy a l l i e d a r t i l l e r y and n a v a l g u n f i r e but t h e 
second and c r u c i a l f o r d i n g p o i n t was too c l o s e t o t h e 3 6 t h ' s d e f e n s i v e 
l i n e f o r s u c h i n t e r d i c t o r y f i r e s . The second f o r d i n g p o i n t would b r i n g 
t h e TDs from t h e i r h u l l down p o s i t i o n s over t h e r i s e and i n t o a d i r e c t 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h a d v a n c i n g enemy armor w i t h i t s s u p p o r t i n g i n f a n t r y 
many of them i n armored h a l f - t r a c k e d p e r s o n n e l c a r r i e r s . 
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The s t a g e had been s e t f o r an imminent German b r e a k - t h r o u g h to 
t h e beachhead a r e a . September 14, 1943, the s e c u r i t y of t h e S a l e r n o 
beachhead was i n doubt. The f o l l o w i n g f i v e days saw m i l i t a r y a c t i o n 
by both A l l i e s and Germans s u c h as was not a g a i n t o be seen u n t i l t h e 
l a s t German attempt t o s p l i t t h e A l l i e s a t Bastogne a l m o s t a y e a r 
l a t e r . The Tank D e s t r o y e r s had been g i v e n a ' l a s t d i t c h ' s u i c i d a l r o l e 
a s a d i r e c t s u p p o r t and back-up f o r t h e i n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s . The TDs 
were o r d e r e d t o h o l d u n t i l t h e l a s t , i n t h e e v e n t t h e Germans p r e v a i l e d . 
The l i g h t l y armoredATank Company met t h e o n s l a u g h t of German Mk I V s 
by outmaneuvering them and b l o w i n g t h e i r e n g i n e compartments r i g h t out 
of t h e armored v e h i c l e s w h i c h v a s t l y outgunned the undergunned American 
l i g h t t a n k s . A l a s t d i t c h attempt by t h e Germans would be made t h a t 
n i g h t , p r e p a r a t o r y f o r an a l l o u t a t t a c k a t dawn. The 636th TDs gave 
e v e r y t h i n g t h e y had and more; w i t h i n a h a l f hour t h e TD M-10 w i t h a 
burned o u t 3" gun b a r r e l had a c c o u n t e d f o r two enemy armored p e r s o n n e l 
C a r r i e r s , one l a r g e armored ammunition C a r r i e r and f i v e Mk I V t a n k s , 
a r e c o r d which s t o o d f o r a l l t i m e . One Tank D e s t r o y e r i n h u l l down 
p o s i t i o n a c c o u n t e d f o r e i g h t enemy armored v e h i c l e s a t p o i n t b l a n k 
r a n g e . The B r i t i s h and t h e 4 5 t h US I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n compressed t h e i r 
F r o n t s , g i v i n g t h e 36th a s h o r t e n e d F r o n t t o defend, t h u s a f f o r d i n g 
a r e a l i g n m e n t of u n i t s t o meet t h e l a s t enemy a t t a c k . L a C a s a (4.arvG©ea) 
C r e e k became the f o c a l p o i n t through which enemy armor c o u l d p e n e t r a t e 
t h e 3 6 t h ' s l i n e i n a d r i v e f o r t h e beachhead. We know t h a t U n i t h i s t o r 
i a n s f a v o r t h e i r own u n i t s and t h a t goes w i t h o u t s a y i n g more. The 36th 
I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n h i s t o r i a n s have done the 636th Tank D e s t r o y e r Bn and 
i t s b r a v e r than b r a v e men a g r e a t d i s s e r v i c e by e x c l u d i n g th e TDers 
from t h e p u b l i s h e d e x p l o i t s o f each D i v i s i o n a l Regiment and B a t t a l i o n ' s 
i n d i v i d u a l h i s t o r y . I do know i n my own mind and from my own p e r s o n a l 
o b s e r v a t i o n s as a p a r t i c i p a n t and o b s e r v e r t h a t many of the f i e r c e l y 
f o u g h t engagements by t h e I n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s would have ended o t h e r ^ 
t h a n r e p o r t e d and w r i t t e n had i t not been f o r t h e M-10 TDs s u p p o r t i n g 
them w i t h f i x e d b a y o n e t s a t t h e end o f h e a t b l a c k e n e d gun m u z z l e s . 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1943 
S h o r t l y b e f o r e dusk had s e t i n , d i s t o r t i n g images, c o n f u s i n g o b s e r v e r s , 
p u t t i n g an edge on t e e t h and temper o f S t a f f o f f i c e r s who had done the 
b e s t t h e y c o u l d w i t h what t h e y had. C o l o n e l Van P y l a n d c a l l e d h i s 
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Ranger P l a t o o n L i e u t e n a n t i n f o r a s m a l l c o n f e r e n c e , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
a message of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n , "Well done my boy! C o u l d n ' t have done 
a b e t t e r j o b m y s e l f , but you're s t i l l a young'un and y o u ' l l l e a r n 1 
The b a t t a l i o n E x e c i s p i s s e d o f f because you d i d n ' t f o l l o w h i s o r d e r s 
but I smoothed h i s c h i c k e n f e a t h e r s , t o l d him you belonged t o ME!" 
I had r e t u r n e d w i t h I n j u n , ^£fait^ P e t e , Tex and F a t s from a p a r t i c u 
l a r l y h a i i ; ^ a i s e r s e v e r a l Kms behind the s o - c a l l e d enemy l i n e s . B a t t a l i o n 
r e c e i v e d a c a l l from D i v i s i o n t h a t a s i n g l e a p p a r e n t l y m o b i l e SP Gun 
o r heavy m o r t a r was l a y i n g them i n w i t h some a c c u r a c y r i g h t i n t o t h e 
D i v a r t y CP. Major , t h e b a t t a l i o n EXEC was known to a l l h i s many 
' f r i e n d s ' a s 'Chicken F e a t h e r s ' , a good o l ' Boy from the o l d home 
town back i n T e x a s . He had superimposed h i s o r d e r s o v e r C o l o n e l 
P y l a n d ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s t o go o u t and g e t t h a t s o n - o f - a - b i t c h e n gun 
and I don't g i v e a damn how you do i t - j u s t do i t ! Major added 
h i s c h i c k e n f e e d by s t a t i n g , "You w i l l not u s e a n y t h i n g but g r e n a d e s ! 
We don' want t o a l e r t t h e enemy t o our coming c o u n t e r - a t t a c k ! " I knew 
d a r n w e l l t h a t we were not about t o d e m o l i s h an SP gun of t h a t c a l i b e r 
w i t h any type of hand grenade a v a i l a b l e i n our i n v e n t o r y , and as t o 
a l e r t i n g t h e enemy, why he knew a l l t h e r e was t o know about us o r how 
e l s e c o u l d he drop what t u r n e d o u t t o be 120mm s h e l l s i n t o a CP w i t h 
p i n p o i n t a c c u r a c y ? " I c a l l e d f o r v o l u n t e e r s . The C r a z y ones responded 
a s t h e y u s u a l l y d i d . The Bn CP Group t u r n e d o u t t o w a tch us and s e e 
how we'd go about s t a r t i n g out on t h i s one. We hosed e a c h o t h e r down 
s o a k i n g wet and t h e n r o l l e d i n t h e good I t a l i a n s o i l f o r a few m i n u t e s . 
The r e s u l t i n g mess q u i c k l y d r i e d and d i d not resemble a n y t h i n g human, 

^ l e t a l o n e members of the US army i n d o u b t f u l s t a n d i n g . I p i c k e d up a 
^i\N^i\N{-Grease-gun and f o u r c l i p s , 4 f r a g grenades, two bazooka rounds f o r 
Q"*̂ !/ e a c h man p l u s two Bazooka c o n v e r s i o n s of our own d e s i g n . F a t s was a 

'V ^̂ •'"̂ ^̂ "'•̂ '̂  armaments s p e c i a l i s t back home and c o u l d c o n v e r t a p i e c e o f 
1 ^ s t e e l p i p e i n t o a gun b a r r e l r i g h t t h e r e i n h i s own p r i v a t e machine 
\. I n a d d i t i o n t o the bazooka c o n v e r s i o n he a l s o somehow managed 

t o convert the rocket's powder increments. This gave us a v e r y potent 
^ 5 and p o s s i b l y h i g h l y i l l e g a l Tank b u s t e r . C o l o n e l P y l a n d was t h e o n l y 

man o t h e r than our own crew who had s e e n i t i n a c t i o n . He wanted us 
t o r e p o r t our ' i n v e n t i o n ' to t h e D i v i s i o n Ordnance o f f i c e r b u t I 
v e t o e d t h i s i d e a , " A f t e r the war i s o v e r " I s a i d t o him. The R u s s i a n s 
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had t h e i r ' m u l t i p l e r o c k e t grenade l a u n c h e r ' which t h e y named 
the S t a l i n Organ; the Germans had i t s c o u n t e r p a r t w h i c h we named 
the 'Screaming Meemie' and we had a s i n g l e tube weapon which c o u l d 
punch a h o l e i n t h e f r o n t a l armor o f a T i g e r tank p r o v i d e d you g o t 
c l o s e enough t o a l l o w f o r a n o n - d e f l e c t e d s t r i k e a g a i n s t t h a t e l e v e n 
i n c h e s of s l o p i n g armor. So we i m p r o v i s e d by u s i n g the f a c i l i t i e s 
o f a c r a z y I t a l i a n mechanic and h i s garage p l u s F a t s b r a i n storm. 
We k e p t t h i s weapon ( f o u r of them) hidden from a l l comers when n o t 
i n u s e . S u i t a b l y a t t i r e d f o r t h e o c c a s i o n , w i t h p l e n t y of d e f e n s i v e 
armament and our SP gun 'Remover' we l e f t t h e CP and headed o u t f o r 
g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n from where t h e a r t i l l e r y p l o t t e r s had f i g u r e d t h e 
SP gun o r Mortar s h o u l d be l o c a t e d . A few hours of s n e a k i n g around, 
a v o i d i n g German t r o o p c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and one v e r y l a r g e Tank P a r k 
c o n t a i n i n g a company of s e l f - p r o p e l l e d medium a r t i l l e r y , we l i s t e n e d , 
watched, o b s e r v e d and hoped f o r a v i s i b l e s i g n of t h i s German g a d - f l y 
i n t h e 3 6 t h D i v i s i o n ' s l u n c h b u c k e t . We were p r a c t i c a l l y on top of t h e 
weapon when we found i t . He was a monstrous l o n g b a r r e l e d Mortar 
mounted on a t r a c k e d c h a s s i s , p a r t i a l l y h i d d e n from ground o b s e r v a 
t i o n by camouflage n e t t i n g and t h r e e w a l l s of a bombed out farm house. 
We o b s e r v e d him a t c l o s e d i s t a n c e a s he moved f o r w a r d , poked h i s gun 
b a r r e l skyward, f i r e d and moved back out of s i g h t from a i r o b s e r v a 
t i o n . We counted e l e v e n crewmen, two o f f i c e r s and one c i v i l i a n who 
a ppeared t o be a t e c h n i c i a n manning a p l o t t i n g board. T h e r e were no 
s e c u r i t y o r o t h e r t r o o p s i n s i g h t o r w i t h i n hundreds of y a r d s . F a t s 
d e c i d e d t h e a c t i o n f o r us when he removed s e v e r a l TNT b l o c k s from 
h i s p e r s o n a l bag, s e v e r a l m e t e r s o f p r i m a c o r d from a p o c k e t and f o u r 
d e t o n a t o r s from a n o t h e r package. He was a w a l k i n g human bomb and we 
d i d n ' t know i t u n t i l now! He s u g g e s t e d we drop the d e m o l i t i o n s p r o p e r l y 
w i r e d i n t o the b a r r e l of t h e m o r t a r , u n r e e l s e v e r a l m e t e r s of prima 
c o r d and l e t i t blow- a f t e r we had d i s p o s e d of the crew, s e c u r e d t h e i r 
I D s and whatever weaponry might be of use t o t h e S-2 and S-3. I had 
n o t e d t h e c i v i l i a n as he worked w i t h s e v e r a l i n s t r u m e n t s u n f a m i l i a r 
t o me and t o l d them we'd do i t t h a t way a f t e r we had s a l v a g e d him f o r 
a r e t u r n t r i p w i t h h i s p a r a p h e n a l i a , ^ c h a r t s , graphs and t h e r e s t o f i t . 
We r e c e i v e d a l u c k y b r e a k f o r t h e y a l l l o w e r e d the tube of t h a t monster, 
and s t o p p e d f o r l u n c h . What a happy l a u g h i n g bunch. The c i v i l i a n s a t 
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a p a r t , j o i n e d by one of the o f f i c e r s whom I c o u l d i d e n t i f y as a 
C a p t a i n o f a r t i l l e r y . The second o f f i c e r s a t w i t h t he men. Good 
f o r t u n e s m i l e s upon him who w a i t s ! The tube would be c o o l enough t o 
s l i d e t h e TNT i n t o . Tex was q u i t e an a r t i s t when i t came t o s k e t c h i n g 
l o v e l y l a d i e s and j u s t a s good f o r making an e x c e l l e n t s k e t c h of t h i s 
weapon posed i n i t s u n n a t u r a l h a b i t a t . We would a l l o w o u r s e l v e s a few 
m i n u t e s from s t a r t to f i n i s h , t h e n g e t t h e h e l l out of t h e r e w i t h our 
German g u e s t s , f o r we would have to t a k e the C a p t a i n w i t h u s . The p l a n 
went down w i t h a minimum of f u s s . The crew was k i l l e d , t h e IDs were 
c o l l e c t e d , p l u s a b e a u t i f u l s e t of German N a v a l b i n o c u l a r s w h i c h I 
l a t e r p r e s e n t e d t o C o l o n e l P y l a n d . We l o a d e d t h e m o r t a r tube and blew 
i t i n t o p i e c e s a l o n g w i t h enough of the gun c a r r i a g e t o r e n d e r i t i n t o 
j u n k . The c i v i l i a n t e c h n i c i a n l e t out a deep s i g h and c r i e d ; t h e 
German o f f i c e r demanded h i s r i g h t s under the Geneva c o n v e n t i o n , and 
we d e p a r t e d . The o p e r a t i o n took l e s s t h a n f i v e s o l i d m i n u t e s . We came 
back, s c a r i n g t h e beans o u t of a few s e n t r i e s , one who emptied h i s 
Garand M-1 i n our d i r e c t i o n b e f o r e he r a n back to ' r e p o r t ' and t h e 
o t h e r who s t o o d t h e r e p e e i n g h i s p a n t s . T h i s one took the l e a d once he 
found ou t who we were. We had no f u r t h e r problems on the way t o t h e 
636th TD Bn, CP e x c e p t f o r an a s s o r t m e n t of c u r i o u s t r o o p e r s wondering 
who on e a r t h we were, o r "what' we were. L a t e a f t e r n o o n on t h i s f a t e 
f u l September 14, 1943; C o l o n e l P y l a n d c a l l e d us t o g e t h e r and gave us 
h i s ' f a t h e r l y ' s p e e c h w h i c h we knew meant deep t r o u b l e , a d i r t y j o b 
coming up i f not a l r e a d y p r e s e n t . "Boys, you d i d a r e a l bang-up j o b 
on t h a t SP and t h e CO wants you to know he a p p r e c i a t e d t h a t . He a l s o 
s a y s t h e S-2 and S-3 a r e g o i n g tent-happy o v e r the l i v e K r a u t and t h e 
c i v i l i a n e n g i n e e r you brought back, not t o d i s c o u n t the p a p e r s , maps 
and t h e o t h e r s t u f f " . He paused and admired t h e heavy Navy g l a s s e s 
w h i c h I had g i v e n him, compliments of t h e Wehrmacht G e n e r a l S t a f f . 
"Now y o u a l l know t h e b i n d we're i n b e c a u s e t h e boys out of t h e 142d 
had t o g i v e up t h e i r prime p i e c e of R e a l e s t a t e ? W e l l now I'm t e l l i n ' 
you l i k e I t o l d t h e G e n e r a l , I got me a mean bunch o f Mavericks who'll 
go o u t t h e r e b e f o r e dark and t a k e i t back, h o l d i t u n t i l we g e t t h e r e 
and w e ' l l g i v e i t back t o t h e 142d a l l n i c e and wrapped up l i k e a t 
C h r i s t m a s back home. L i e u t e n a n t , you p i c k your boys and h e r e ' s t h e maps 
and t h e r e s t o f i t , now g e t g o i n g ! " 



L a CQsa Creek -7-

We had j u s t thought t h e r e might be a day o r two f o r some R&R and 
t h i s took us back t o the r e a l w o r l d and t he war. Once more I a s k e d 
f o r v o l u n t e e r s and not t o my s u r p r i s e they a l l s t e p p e d f o r w a r d . 
From Tex came t h e c l a s s i c , " I ' d r a t h e r be o u t t h e r e t h a n around h e r e ! " 
We s a t around and h e l d our war c o u n c i l , d e c i d i n g on weapons, s u p p l i e s 
and the r e s t of t h e s t u f f we might need. F a t s made t h e d e c i s i o n on 
bazookas and we assembled o u r s e l v e s and weapons f o r a q u i c k t a k e - o f f . 
None of us knew i t j u s t y e t , but t h o s e of us who would r e t u r n would 
h e n c e f o r t h be known a s t h e ' o r i g i n a l P u r p l e H e a r t P l a t o o n ' ; e v e r y man 
r e c e i v e d one o r more wounds b e f o r e the dusk of the f o l l o w i n g day, 
September 15, 1943. E i g h t of us would not r e t u r n , e x c e p t by way o f 
a s h e l t e r - h a l f wrapped up and r e a d y f o r the GRS. We would n e v e r a c c e p t 
a Replacement a l t h o u g h enough Nuts would v o l u n t e e r t o r e f i l l our 
slimmed down r a n k s . I have g i v e n t h e s e p r e l i m i n a r i e s , e v e r y t h i n g 
p i l i n g up d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d September 14, 1943 f o r on t h i s day we 
would l o s e a few of our b e s t f r i e n d s and c o - w o r k e r s . We s a t around 
f o r t h e minutes n e c e s s a r y t o a s c e r t a i n the t a r g e t a r e a , t h e h i l l y 
r o c k y mass of l o o s e b o u l d e r s , decomposed g r a n i t e , sand, c h i g g e r s 
and w h a t e v e r l i v e d i n t h o s e c r e v i c e s o v e r l o o k i n g L a C ^ s a C r e e k . We 
knew t h a t a mass of t r o o p movements were i n the o f f i n g j u s t o v e r t h e 
h i l l y r i s e t o t h e r e a r o f our t a r g e t , and we knew t h a t any German 
armored t h r u s t would have t o r u n r i g h t o v e r us i f t h e y were t o make 
i t t o t h e top o f t h e r i s e . We d i d n ' t have f a i t h and t r u s t i n anyone 
e x c e p t our s e l v e s , e x c l u d i n g t h o s e few Tank D e s t r o y e r M-lOs h i d d e n 
j u s t beyond the c r e s t . L a C a s a C r e e k meandered a l o n g j u s t a s i t 
shows i n t h e f a i r y t a l e v e r s i o n of the b e a u t i f u l c o u n t r y s i d e w i t h i t s 
s t r e a m f l o w i n g through v e r d a n t meadow, d a l e and g l e n . Only t h i s w a s n ' t 
a f a i r y t a l e and t h e r e ' d be l o t s o f b l o o d on the ground t h a t n i g h t . 
C o l o n e l P y l a n d had r e t u r n e d w i t h the D i v i s i o n G-2, who gave us a f a s t 
and v e r y e f f i e n t b r i e f i n g . "Men, you a r e going out a s v o l u n t e e r s ! 
I ' l l not b u t t e r i t up f o r you! T h i s may be a one way t r i p f o r a l o t 
i f not a l l of you! The Commanding G e n e r a l i s aware of your unique 
a b i l i t i e s , so I don't want t o h e a r what you might have i n mind. J u s t 
remember t h a t we a r e a l l p a t r i o t i c Americans and we f i g h t a c c o r d i n g t o 
the r u l e s o f War! You may draw upon Regiment and D i v i s i o n s u p p l i e s 
f o r any equipment not a v a i l a b l e h e r e ! Good l u c k men!" 
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- s. 

C o l o n e l P y l a n d motioned us to one s i d e . "There a r e e s t i m a t e d t o be 
two f u l l b a t t a l i o n s of German armor and we don't know how many 
s u p p o r t t r o o p s and armored c a r r i e r s p l u s SP guns. D i v i s i o n Recon has 
s e n t o u t two s e c t i o n s and not a damn man came back! The K r a u t s a r e 
e s t i m a t e d t o be about n i n e k i l o m e t e r s away, h e a d i n g f o r our c r o s s i n g 
p o i n t a t L a CQsa C r e e k . The 142d got t h e m s e l v e s boxed a t A l t a v i l l a . 
They had t o b r i n g i n t h e 82d A i r b o r n e from S i c i l y t o unbox them. The 

. 143d has l o s t most of t h e i r b e s t NCOs and company o f f i c e r s . Now what's 
X l e f t of t h e 36th i s dug i n b e h i n d the r i s e f a c i n g L a C a s a C r e e k . N a v a l 

^ a r t i l l e r y has been s h e l l i n g t h o s e b a s t a r d s f o r days but t h e y keep on 
coming. We've got one s k e l e t o n P l a t o o n of t h e 143d w h i c h used t o be a 

^ Company, r i g h t now t h e y ' r e dug i n on t h a t p i l e o f r o c k s you men w i l l 
occupy. We s u r m i s e t h e Germans have f o r w a r d OPs a l l a l o n g t h e C r e e k 
o b s e r v i n g a c r o s s a t us to see what we're up t o . They've got s n i p e r s 
s h o o t i n g e v e r y head t h a t pops up above ground on t h a t r o c k p i l e - so 
what, t e l l me now, what a r e you going t o do? The Limeys and t h e 4 5 t h 
a r e j u s t h o l d i n g on the l e f t f l a n k to g i v e us t h e b r e a k we need t o 
make a push out of t h i s j a c k p o t we've been pushed i n t o . GHQ Army i s 
l o o k i n g down D i v i s i o n ' s neck and D i v i s i o n i s h o l d i n g i t s b r e a t h 
w a i t i n g f o r d a y l i g h t . My o l ' c o u n t r y boy i n s t i n c t t e l l s me t h e German 
army'11 come b o i l i n g out of t h a t mess of h i l l s l o n g b e f o r e d a y l i g h t 
and don't g i v e a s h i t i f we h e a r them o r n o t . T h e y ' l l run t r a c k e d 
v e h i c l e s a l l o v e r t h e p l a c e t o c o n f u s e us about t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s b u t 
t h e y know and we know t h e r e ' s j u s t one s p o t t h e y c a n c r o s s o v e r w i t h -

b r i d g i n g and t h a t ' s where y o u ' l l be l o o k i n g r i g h t a t them! You're 
goin g o u t t h e r e t o be our e y e s u n t i l d a y l i g h t and i f n o t h i n ' b r e a k s 
l o o s e , y o u ' l l be p a s s e d by our a t t a c k i n g b a t t a l i o n s . T h a t ' s when y o u ' l l 
have my p e r s o n a l word f o r a week o f R&R i n N a p l e s p r o v i d e d we have i t 
under our c o n t r o l . S-4 has o r d e r s from me to g i v e you a n y t h i n g you 
want!" I l o o k e d a t t h e men around us but c o u l d n ' t r e a d a s i n g l e 
f a c e . " C o l o n e l I ' l l t e l l you what you might o r d e r f o r us; two 3/4 t o n s 
and t r a i l e r s , two f i f t y c a l i b e r machine guns and s p a r e b a r r e l s , two 
30 c a l i b e r s , two BARs, a BC scope w i t h a s h o r t t r i p o d , t e n s e t s o f 
b i n o c u l a r s and a l l t h e i n c e n d i a r y and armor p i e r c i n g ammunition we 
can h a u l . W e ' l l want l o t s of w a t e r and s a l t t a b s , e n t r e n c h i n g t o o l s 
and a i d k i t s , one squad s i z e p e r man w i t h e x t r a morphine s y r e t t e s . 
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W e ' l l want a n i c e s h i n y b r a s s bugle and an a m e r i c a n f l a g " . I 
loo k e d around and saw d i s b e l i e f , g r i n s and dumfounded l o o k s . 
"What i n t h e h e l l do you t h i n k we're going t o do o u t t h e r e ? We're 
supposed to be e y e s and e a r s an' here you're going t o f i g h t t h e 
war a l l by o u r s e l v e s 1" F a t s s p a r s e r e d head and f r e c k l e s had t u r n e d 
a deep c r i m s o n . " L i s t e n S e r g e a n t F a t s , we're going i n t h e r e l i k e on 
t h e parade ground, j u s t l i k e we got o f f t h e boat ! " I g l a n c e d around 
and noted t h e C o l o n e l ' s n o n p l u s s e d l o o k . " L i s t e n a l l of you! I'm a s k i n g 
f o r V o l u n t e e r s and no one goes u n l e s s he wants t o go. I ' v e been r e a d i n g 
t h e S e l e - C a l o r e o v e r l a y s f o r days w h i l e you guys have been t a k i n g i t 
e a s y . I know what t h a t r o c k p i l e l o o k s l i k e and where w e ' l l h o l e up. 
The German s n i p e r s have a l l t h o s e ready dug h o l e s v a c a t e d by t h e 143d 
ze r o e d i n so w e ' l l f o o l them. W e ' l l go up t h e back s i d e , t h e way we 
c r a w l e d up t h o s e c l i f f s a t Arzew, remember? We're going i n w i t h t h e 
3/4 t o n s , u n l o a d them and th e n d r i v e them o u t where t h e y c a n s e e them. 
T h e y ' l l m o r t a r them i n t o j u n k b u t w e ' l l s p o t t h e m o r t a r s . We p u l l up 
t h e s t u f f we need by u s i n g ^ e a d - m e n from the back s i d e of t h e r o c k p i l e 
The 143d l e f t - o v e r s w i l l v a c a t e under f i r e b u t w e ' l l s ee and note where 
t h a t f i r e i s coming from. Now w e ' l l drop rope l a d d e r s down t h e back 
s i d e of t h e r o c k p i l e where t h e Germans c a n ' t s e e who's coming o r go i n g 
A messenger c a n c r a w l down and make i t t o t h e n e a r e s t TD w i t h a phone 
l i n e ; w e ' l l r u n a c o u p l e w e l l s p a c e d t o a v o i d l o s i n g a l l of them a t 
t h e f i r s t s h o t . The TD n e a r e s t t h e up - s l o p e from t h e c r e e k w i t h a 
c o u p l e o f E E - 5 s w i l l be our commo l i n k . We're going i n w e a r i n g C l a s s - A ? ^ 
and t h e Germans w i l l watch t o s e e what t h e s e dumb Greenhorn Americans 
a r e g o i n g t o do. I know t h e German m e n t a l i t y and t h e way h i s b r a i n s 
work! By t h e time t h e y g e t w i s e t h e y ' l l dump mortar on us , r i f l e and 
machine gun f i r e t o keep us down, but i t ' l l be too l a t e . I ' l l draw 
t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o my p o s i t i o n which w i l l have the BC Scope where t h e y 
c a n s e e i t , s p o t i t and f i r e a t i t ! F a t s , you and Sneaky w i l l man two 
w i d e l y d i s p e r s e d OPs t o s p o t t h e f i r e l o c a t i o n s f o r our r e t u r n ' M a i l ' 
when I g i v e t h e o r d e r . The 50 c a l i b e r s and t h e 'Big Bazookas' w i l l h o l d 
o f t o engage enemy armor and i n c e n d i a r i e s w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g armor 
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p i e r c i n g w i l l b u s t and f r y t h o s e Germans a t one thousand m e t e r s and 
l e s s . We blow them up and make them s t a y down. The I n f a n t r y machine 
guns up on t h e r i s e c a n engage enemy i n f a n t r y w h i c h d e p r i v e d o f i t s 
armor p r o t e c t i o n w i l l s c a t t e r i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s . W e ' l l have a t u r k e y 
s h o o t , T e x a s s t y l e , i f t h i s works out l i k e I t h i n k i t w i l l . A l l 
depends on how many v o l u n t e e r s I g e t and how f a s t C o l o n e l Van can 
g e t t h e s t u f f we need. L a s t I ' l l s a y , some of us o r maybe a l l of us 
a r e n ' t g o i n g t o make i t back, so t h i n k f a s t b e f o r e you d e a l i n o r o u t . " 
C o l o n e l P y l a n d had been t a k i n g a l l t h i s i n . He b a r k e d h i s o r d e r s t o 
t h e S-4 men who had d r i v e n up t o f i n d o u t what we wanted. He g l a r e d a t 
them, " I want t h i s s t u f f l o a d e d i n e x a c t l y two h o u r s , and i n c l u d e a 
c o u p l e o f r a t i o n s from the O f f i c e r s s t o r e s " . E v e r y one of my men had 
moved f o r w a r d , no one would rema i n b e h i n d . C o l o n e l P y l a n d handed me 
t h e f i e l d g l a s s e s I had g i v e n him j u s t a few s h o r t hours p r e v i o u s l y . 
" I want them r e t u r n e d i n the same shape t h e y ' r e i n now." He drove o f f 
as the S-4 l o o k e d a t u s , "You men a r e a l l b u c k i n g f o r a S e c t i o n 8 o r 
a S i l v e r S t a r . Y o u ' l l have i t a l l e x c e p t maybe the rope l a d d e r s b u t 
I c a n have them made up f a s t ! W e ' l l p u t e v e r y a v a i l a b l e man on the 
r e - l i n k i n g o f t h a t b e l t e d f i f t y c a l i b e r , but what about the Geneva 

?" He stopped t a l k i n g when he saw a few o f t h e g l a n c e s t o s s e d 
h i s way, g o t i n h i s J e e p and drove o f f . "OK everybody i n f a t i g u e s 
w i t h a n i c e s t u b o f c a n d l e i n a p o c k e t . The C l a s s As go on o v e r t h e 
f a t i g u e s and t h a t i n c l u d e s t h e f i e l d c a p . When we g e t up t h e r e , we 
t a k e o f f t h e c l a s s As, u s e the c a n d l e t o b l a c k out and the C l a s s As 
f o r dummies. W e ' l l be up t h e r e u n t i l tomorrow a f t e r dark, so e a s y 
on t h e r a t i o n s and l o n g on the w a t e r . Anybody f o r g e t how t o s c a l e a 
r o c k p i l e o r r a p p e l a c l i f f ? I knew we'd need t h a t s t u f f some day 
and t h i s i s t h e day! " F a t s spoke up s o b e r l y , " L i e u t e n a n t I a l w a y s 
knew you were c r a z y and now we a l l know i t , b u t t h e n , who i s n ' t ? 
I j u s t t h i n k t h i s i s g o i n g t o work j u s t the way you s a i d 'cause your 
wacky i d e a s s o r t of have a l w a y s worked o u t . Anyway, who's g o i n ' to 
l o o k a f t e r your s k i n n y a s s i f I a i n ' t a r o u n d ? " The d i e was c a s t and 
we had committed o u r s e l v e s . 
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The l e a d i n g elements of German armor were f a s t c l o s i n g on t h e 
S e l e / C a l o r e r i v e r a r e a . D i v i s i o n Recon had s p o t t e d t h e i r m o t o r c y c l e 
s c o u t s a t s e v e r a l l o c a t i o n s . One b a t t a l i o n was s t i l l h o l e d up i n t h e 
o l d Roman town o f A l t a v i l l a w h i c h t h e German advance had f l a n k e d and 
b y - p a s s e d . The word had been w h i s p e r e d around t h a t Ranger P l a t o o n 
was p r e p a r i n g f o r i t s own g r a n d f i n a l e , a C l a s s - A d r e s s f u n e r a l on 
t h e German s i d e of t h e f i g h t i n g F r o n t . We made our p r e p a r a t i o n s i n 
s i l e n c e . We had no a n t i - t a n k d e f e n s e t o s t o p t h e German armor w h i c h 
had massed a l o n g t h e e n t i r e A l l i e d F r o n t , w i t h t he o n l y weak s p o t 
d i r e c t l y o p p o s i t e t h e d e c i m a t e d I n f a n t r y Regiments o f the 3 6 t h D i v . 
We d i d have f o u r t e e n m o b i l e M-10 Tank D e s t r o y e r s , e i g h t i n h u l l down 
behind t h e r i s e f a c i n g L a C a s a C r e e k and s i x i n R e s e r v e a t t h e 3 6 t h 
D i v i s i o n CP. We d i d have numerous Bazooka and t r u c k drawn a n t i - t a n k 
cannon and one h e l l o f a F r o n t t o c o v e r . At dusk we moved q u i e t l y t o 
t h e 3/4 t o n s t o w h i c h l o a d e d t r a i l e r s had been a t t a c h e d . Q u i t e a l o a d 
w i t h t h i r t y men s c r a m b l i n g a b o a r d . We l u r c h e d o f f l i k e a c o u p l e of 
o v e r l o a d e d drunks h e a d i n g f o r a n i g h t on t h e town. We drove w i t h head 
l i g h t s on b r i g h t . There was c u r s i n g a l l around us a s we p a s s e d dug i n 
men, machines and equipment. No one c o u l d t e l l us e x a c t l y where t h e 
advance German u n i t s were t o be found. Monte San C h i r i c o on t h e l e f t 
w i t h t h e low masss of Monte Soprano on t h e r i g h t a s we drove a l o n g 
t h e d r y d u s t y I t a l i a n r o a d . The word had been p a s s e d along,"Don't 
s t o p o r q u e s t i o n t h e s e two 3/4 t o n s w i t h t h e i r l o a d of parade a t t i r e d 
s o l d i e r s ! " I l o o k e d back a t t h e l e n g t h y s t r i n g of w h i t e powdered d u s t 
w h i c h f l o w e d i n our wake. The s h e l l s s t a r t e d t o come i n , marching i n t o 
t h e d u s t t o our r e a r , we a c c e l e r a t e d t o t h i r t y t h e n f o r t y m i l e s p e r 
hour. We d i d n ' t c a r e how much d u s t we r a i s e d and b a r r e l e d down t h e 
r o a d . The MLR came up s u d d e n l y a s we h e a r d t h e s h o u t s and y e l l s f o r 
us t o douse t h o s e G-dd-mn h e a d l i g h t s b u t we k e p t on g o i n g , f o l l o w e d 
by t h e enemy a r t i l l e r y a t s e v e r a l hundred y a r d s d i s t a n c e . We broke 
f r e e o f t h e s h e l t e r i n g f l a n k s o f the h i l l mass through w h i c h t h e 
a d v a n c i n g German armor was e x p e c t e d t o r o l l . Up and down t h e Main 
L i n e o f R e s i s t a n c e , now t h e Main L i n e o f D e f e n s e , t h e dug i n i n f a n t r y 
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was t a k i n g one h e l l of a b e a t i n g , s h e l l h u r t s e v e r y w h e r e . The Germans 
knew t h a t someone o r something was b a r r e l i n g down t h a t r o a d and t h e damn 
f o o l s had t h e i r b r i g h t h e a d l i g h t s on. The s h e l l i n g c e a s e d a b r u p t l y and 
I knew t h e y were w a i t i n g f o r what t h e y thought was an a t t a c k i n f o r c e , 
b u t why t h e h e a d l i g h t s ? We had about f i v e m i n u t e s o r l e s s t o s w i t c h o f f 
h e a d l i g h t s , l e a v e the r o a d i n t o t a l d a r k n e s s and s k i r t the looming 
mass o f b o u l d e r s t o our f r o n t , coming i n from t h e unobserved r e a r 
w h i c h was a l s o known t o them t o be u n s c a l e a b l e by o r d i n a r y i n f a n t r y . 
We bumped o v e r t h e rough o l d Quarry r o a d and a c r o s s what was l e f t o f 
an o l d b r i d g e w h i c h a l m o s t gave way b e f o r e t h e second o v e r l o a d e d 
t r a i l e r q g ^ s s e d . A s h a r p t u r n t o t h e r i g h t and we p a s s e d from any 
p o s s i b l e German O b s e r v e r u n l e s s he were h i d d e n from our own t r o o p s on 
t h e i r s i d e of L a C a s a C r e e k . A hooded l i g h t winked Morse s i g n a l s from 
a s p o t n e a r t h e top o f t h e r o c k mass and t h i s c a u s e d a f u s i l a d e of 
machine gun h u r t s from a s h o r t d i s t a n c e t o our f r o n t . The Germans were 
v e r y c l o s e , so what would t h e y t h i n k when a l l became q u i e t w i t h 
p e r h a p s t h e s c r a p i n g s o f r o c k which would be a u d i b l e t o them. S e v e r a l 
f l a r e s b u r s t o v e r our heads and gave us a l l a f r i g h t . The b r i g h t l i g h t s 
d a n g l i n g a t t h e ends o f t h e i r p a r a c h u t e s l i g h t e d up t h e e n t i r e r o c k 
mass a s i f i t were h i g h noon on a h o t summer's day. We f r o z e but a l s o 
g o t our b e a r i n g s . The l i g h t s burned ou t and we moved i n low g e a r t o t h e 
r i g h t f l a n k of t h e r o c k mass, p a r k i n g under t h e overhang of a r o c k y 
c l i f f , o u t o f s i g h t , not out of mind from t h e enemy so n e a r . We began 
our maneuver by f l a s h i n g a p r e - a r r a n g e d s i g n a l up t h e " u n s c a l e a b l e ' 
r o c k f a c e . An a n s w e r i n g s i g n a l gave us the go-ahead t o u n l o a d . Tex, 
Sneaky and m y s e l f were t h e f i r s t t o s c a l e t h e c l i f f . I n a s m a l l 
d e p r e s s i o n n e a r t h e top we came f a c e t o f a c e w i t h t h e few remnants of 
t h e 143d i n f a n t r y who had been p l a s t e r e d h a l f way t o h e l l by t h e 
i n t e n s e s h e l l i n g o f t h e i r OP. I have n e v e r i n my l i f e s e e n s u c h 
l u d i c r o u s a p p e a r i n g f a c e s as t h e s e b a t t e r e d , h a l f deafened men l o o k e d 
a t us c r a w l i n g up the s i d e and i n t o t h e i r r o c k w a l l e d redoubt. I 
threw t h e s l i n g rope o v e r the s i d e . Within t h e s p a c e of an hour we 
had u n l o a d e d , h a u l e d up and s t a c k e d our equipment and s u p p l i e s under 
t h e o v e r h a n g i n g r o c k f a c e , t h e o t h e r s i d e o f w h i c h was i n p l a i n v i e w 
of t h e enemy. T h e r e remained o n l y t h e c o m p l e t i o n of our s c e n a r i o , 
gunning t h e 3/4 t o n s w i t h t h e i r a t t a c h e d t r a i l e r s o u t i n t o t h e open. 
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F o u r rope l a d d e r s had been drawn up and s e c u r e d , w e l l s e p a r a t e d . 
Sneaky P e t e draped a r o l l of t e l e p h o n e w i r e o v e r h i s back, 
f a s t e n e d t h e c r a d l e and s c a l e d down t h e l a d d e r t o do h i s p a r t by 
r e e l i n g o u t the l i n e i n a z i g zag r u n p a r a l l e l i n g t h e C r e e k , d r o p p i n g 
t h e w i r e a l o n g t h e edge of the c r e e k bank t o m i n i m i z e damage by s h e l l 
f r a g m e n t s . F o r t y m i n u t e s l a t e r he r e a c h e d the c r o u c h e d i n f a n t r y m e n 
who would t a k e t h e w i r e r e e l up t h e r i s e t o our M-10 Tank D e s t r o y e r 
communications l i n k w i t h t h e 636th TD Bn CP. We w a i t e d s i l e n t l y 
w i t h our EE-5 hooked up and w e l l p r o t e c t e d w i t h an open h a n d s e t . The 
word came through. "Well done so f a r , send the i n f a n t r y back t o t h e i r 
u n i t s " . F a t s was busy w i t h h i s armaments program and a s I watched 
w i t h amazement he opened a l a r g e s a c k f i l l e d w i t h h i s f a v o r i t e TNT 
b l o c k s , e a c h a q u a r t e r pound of e x p l o s i v e d e a t h . "Where a r e t h e 
D e t o n a t o r s ? " " R i g h t h e r e L i e u t e n a n t " , and he unbuttoned h i s f a t i g u e 
j a c k e t t o show me the i n d i v i d u a l l y wrapped copper t u b e s he had 
p l a c e d b a n d o l i e r f a s h i o n around h i s f a t m i d d l e . " F i f t y of t h e s e 
l i t t l e j e w e l s and you s e e ? N o t h i n ' happened.!" I had no f u r t h e r 
comment. The second, t h i r d and f o u r t h w i r e r e e l s went down t h e rope 
l a d d e r s , e a c h w e l l s e p a r a t e d from the o t h e r , c a r r i e d by t h e r e t u r n i n g 
i n f a n t r y men t o t h e p i c k - u p p o i n t s who would c a r r y them to t h e i r 
d e s t i n a t i o n . E a c h l i n e worked and we now had t h r e e a d d i t i o n a l phones 
to d i g i n t o s e p a r a t e l o c a t i o n s . The l a s t of the i n f a n t r y m e n had 
s c a l e d down the r o c k f a c e and we drew up our rope l a d d e r s . Once more 
the n i g h t was l i g h t e d by p a r a c h u t e f l a r e s t h i s time accompanied by 
something t h a t sounded l i k e a b o x - c a r wooshing o v e r our heads. We 
watched a s the h i l l mass which would be the f o r w a r d f a c e of Monte San 
C h i r i c o b u r s t i n t o l i g h t and sound a s a monstrous s h e l l e x p l o d e d . 
E x c e p t f o r the t h i n l i n e s o f t e l e p h o n e w i r e we were on our own. I s p l i t 
up t h e P l a t o o n i n t o f o u r w orking u n i t s , d i r e c t i n g e a c h t o a w e l l 
d i s p e r s e d a r e a where e a c h squad would f u n c t i o n d u r i n g t h e coming day. 
I c o u l d v i s u a l i z e t h e German l i s t e n i n g p o i n t s a s t h e y c a l l e d back 
t h e i r s u s p i c i o n s , f o r we were about a s q u i e t a s an American L e g i o n 
c o n v e n t i o n d u r i n g i t s f i r s t n i g h t i n town. B e i n g a l o g i c a l and 
r e a s o n i n g m i l i t a r y man, the German Commander would o r d e r a v e r y 
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thorough bombardment of the p r e p a r e d f o x h o l e s , b r e a s t w o r k s and 
machine gun p i t s w h i c h t h e y knew e x i s t e d on t h e f o r w a r d f a c e o f 
t h i s r o c k mass because t h e y had d r i v e n t h e p r e v i o u s o c c u p a n t s o u t 
o f t h e i r d e f e n s i v e h o l e s on t h e day p r e v i o u s . A v e r i t a b l e f i r e 
s t o r m o f a r t i l l e r y , mortar and machine gun f i r e marched up and 
down t h e f o r w a r d s i d e of our r o c k s a n c t u a r y , t h e n proceeded t o 
t r a v e r s e e v e r y y a r d of the same a r e a . We were c o v e r e d w i t h r o c k 
c h i p s , r o c k d u s t and s p l i n t e r e d chunks which f e l l upon our b a r e 
h e a d s . No s e r i o u s i n j u r i e s . The bombardment c e a s e d a s suddenly 
a s i t had s t a r t e d . We were s t o n e deaf and h a l f b l i n d but our 
t e l e p h o n e l i n e s were i n t a c t and we r e a s s u r e d our CP t h a t a l l 
was w e l l and t h a t we were not blown o f f the f a c e o f the e a r t h . 
Many o b s e r v a n t FOs noted and p l o t t e d t h e l o c a t i o n s from where t h e 
a r t i l l e r y p i e c e s appeared t o f i r e ; o t h e r s ducked deeper i n t o t h e i r 
FO p o s t s and c o v e r e d t h e i r h e a d s . A w h i s p e r y v o i c e came o v e r t h e 
open phone l i n e , "Our i n f a n t r y i s dug i n about a q u a r t e r of a m i l e 
t o your l e f t r e a r , f l a n k i n g t h e c r o s s i n g p o i n t which e n g i n e e r s have 
mined, b u t e n g i n e e r s make m i s t a k e s ; t h e mines they l a i d w i l l n o t 
s t o p t a n k s , so t h e i n i t i a l s u r p r i s e w i l l be i n your l a p when t h e y 
come through. T h e r e ' s a n o t h e r f o r d about two hundred y a r d s s o u t h 
o f t h i s one and we b e l i e v e from the sound o f m o t o r i z e d a c t i v i t y 
t h a t t h e y ' v e l o c a t e d t h i s one and w i l l use i t f o r t h e i r heavy s t u f f . 
T h i s b r i n g s them w i t h i n a thousand y a r d s or l e s s from your p o s i t i o n . 
I f you c a n g e t them t o t u r n towards you a f t e r t h e y c r o s s o v e r , w e ' l l 
have a good chance of h i t t i n g them b r o a d s i d e a s they t u r n , knock o u t 
t h e l e a d t a n k s and b l o c k the d e f i l e t h e y ' v e got t o use t o make t h e 
r i s e where our i n f a n t r y i s dug i n . Y o u ' l l have t o make t h i s d e c i s i o n 
b e c a u s e t h e r e ' s no way we c a n come t o your a s s i s t a n c e u n t i l n i g h t f a l l . 
I p a s s e d t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n on t o the squads and we h e l d a c o u n c i l on 
t h i s new t u r n i f e v e n t s . T h e r e were about t h r e e hours of d a r k n e s s 
l e f t t o us b e f o r e the f i r s t s i g n of a f a l s e dawn and we knew t h a t a l l 
h e l l would break l o o s e on the coming of d a y l i g h t . Our f i f t y s were 
emplaced under t h e overhang on t h e f o r w a r d f a c e of the r o c k p i l e . 
The enemy bombardment had made our t a s k s i m p l e r by b l a s t i n g o u t deep 
h o l e s and c r e v i c e s where o n l y s h a l l o w p o s i t i o n s had e x i s t e d . 
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d e t o n a t o r s had been wrapped i n w a t e r p r o o f s h e e t s i n t e n d e d a s ground 
s h e e t s f o r our own u s e . These had been p l a c e d submerged a t t h e second 
p o t e n t i a l and p r o b a b l e c r o s s i n g t o be u s e d by the German armor a t day 
l i g h t . E a c h package c o n t a i n e d two pounds of TNT, enough t o i m m o b i l i z e 
a medium to heavy tank w h i c h might r o l l o v e r i t . A broken t r e a d 
would i n i t i a l l y c a u s e t h e t a n k t o t u r n on i t s own a x i s t h i s a f f o r d i n g 
t h e Tank D e s t r o y e r s o v e r l o o k i n g t h e C r e e k a b r o a d s i d e s h o t t h u s 
c r e a t i n g a b l o c k f o r t h e t a n k s f o l l o w i n g . As one TD commander s t a t e d 
t o me much l a t e r on when we met i n N a p l e s , " L i k e s h o o t i n g f i s h i n a 
b a r r e l and t h e damn f o o l s k e p t t r y i n g t o g e t around t h a t f i r s t one, 
a l l we had t o do was w a i t u n t i l he t u r n e d b r o a d s i d e and we c o u l d n ' t 
m i s s . " The w h i s p e r i n g v o i c e came o v e r t h e open phone l i n e a g a i n . 
"What i n t h e h e l l was t h a t you guys s e t o f f down t h e r e ? Sounded l i k e 
and a r i e l bombardment. Recon t e l l s us t h e Germans c a n f l a n k t h e h i l l 
y o u ' re on by coming around t h e b l i n d s i d e , t h e s i d e you c r a w l e d up 
l a s t n i g h t . We've got about s i x t o e i g h t TDs up h e r e p l u s a few l i g h t 
t a n k s from the Recon company t o t r y and s t o p them. I f t h e y g e t a c r o s s 
both c r o s s i n g p o i n t s we have had i t ! " I t h e n t o l d t h e v o i c e t h a t we 
had c r e a t e d a d i v e r s i o n , t h a t d u r i n g t h e s h e l l f i r e we had p l a c e d 
c o n t a c t mines i n t h e second c r o s s i n g , t o c o n c e n t r a t e the b e s t TD 
gunners on t h i s c r o s s i n g f o r a t u r k e y s h o o t a t d a y l i g h t , t h a t we 
c o u l d p l a i n l y h e a r t h e i r l i g h t s k i n n e d armor and m o t o r c y c l e s up and 
down the d e f i l a d e d r o a d p a r a l l e l i n g t h e C r e e k t h i s s i d e of A l b a n e l l a . " 
T h e r e was a pause. " T h i s i s Van-you-know-who, what was t h a t a g a i n about 
mining t h e second c r o s s i n g and what d i d you mine i t w i t h ? I don't 
r e c a l l g i v i n g you a n y t h i n g t o make mines out o f . " F a t s went on t h e 
l i n e f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e . " L i s t e n you o l d mud-hen, you know who t h i s 
i s b e c a u s e you've b u s t e d me down o f t e n enough, when the L i e u t e n a n t 
s a y s he's mined t h e G-dd-mn f o r d he means i t ' s mined t o blow your f a t 
a s s t o kingdom come a l o n g w i t h your G-dd-mn S t a f f o f f a t - a s s e d 
c h i c k e n f e a t h e r e d f r i e n d s ! " T h e r e was s i l e n c e , n o t h i n g e x c e p t pure 
s i l e n c e as I saw m y s e l f and e v e r y NCO w i t h us on t h e way t o t h e 
N a p l e s r o c k p i l e commanded by C o l o n e l FRY'S m i l i t a r y p o l i c e . The 
w h i s p e r came a g a i n , t h i s time w i t h t h e h i n t o f l a u g h t e r . 
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" L i s t e n c a r e f u l l y ; we a r e f o l l o w i n g your i n s t r u c t i o n s and w i l l be 
p r e p a r e d f o r t h a t second c r o s s i n g attempt. Van-you-know-who has j u s t 
had a m i l d a t t a c k , mumbled something about a s o n - o f - a - b i t c h gun 
r u n n e r and what he'd do t o him when he g o t h i s hands on him a g a i n . 
Seems l i k e t h e y ' r e d r i n k i n g n e i g h b o r s back home i n t h a t Texas town. 
We're s e n d i n g you some a s s i s t a n c e ; a r e i n f o r c e d squad o f the S i c i l y 
boys; t h e y ' l l r e a c h you j u s t about daybreak w i t h no time t o s p a r e ; 
l o w e r your l a d d e r s and l e t them up, t h e y ' l l t r y t o s e c u r e you from 
t h e open r i g h t f l a n k i n e v e n t both c r o s s i n g a t t e m p t s a r e made." 
I d i d n ' t have t o t h i n k about t h a t one. We were a l l t i e d i n on one 
c i r c u i t h e r e , but a t t h e TD communication l i n k t h e r e were i n d i v i d u a l 
phones. I had no i d e a who the w h i s p e r i n g v o i c e c o u l d be. "Don't do i t ! 
We c a n ' t use them h e r e , i t ' s too l a t e f o r them t o make i t w i t h o u t 
b e i n g s e e n from t h e OPs o p p o s i t e the second c r o s s i n g p o i n t . T h e y ' l l 
be o b s e r v i n g i t t o be damn s u r e we don't t r y t o o b s t r u c t i t i n some 
manner. The 3/4 t o n s were j u i c e d up w i t h a c o u p l e pounds of TNT, t h a t ' s 
why t h e b i g n o i s e . A l l t h a t r u c k u s c o v e r e d us when we p l a n t e d t h e m i n e s . 
They c a n ' t be found u n l e s s the Germans send o u t Sappers t o probe t h e 
F o r d and t h e y ' r e n o t about to g i v e t h e i r show away by doing t h a t , so 
l e t ' s not g i v e o u r s away by s e n d i n g t h o s e jump-Boys out h e r e where 
t h e y c a n be s e e n . I have t h e f e e l i n g t h a t t h i s w i l l be a one way t r i p 
f o r a l l of us o u t h e r e but w e ' l l l e a v e them something t o remember us by.' 
W e ' l l c o v e r t h e p r i m a r y c r o s s i n g w i t h our l o n g tubes and heavy F i f t y s . 
No f u r t h e r communication u n t i l t h e show b e g i n s . I t ' s g o i n g t o g e t n o i s y 
around h e r e and up where you a r e . " "OK w e ' l l p l a c e them on a h o l d . " 
What I d i d n ' t know was of i n t e r e s t j u s t b e f o r e t h e e x p e c t e d a t t a c k . 
The b e a t e n I n f a n t r y remnants from the 143d had t o l d t h e i r s t o r y a f t e r 
r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r u n i t s . A m a k e s h i f t squad had v o l u n t e e r e d a r e t u r n 
t r i p t o our Rock P i l e . H e a v i l y armed w i t h the v e r s a t i l e Browning Auto 
r i f l e and a l l t h e ammo c l i p s he c o u l d c a r r y , t h i r t e e n ( l u c k y number) 
b e d r a g g l e d men showed up a t t h e r e a r base of our l o c a t i o n ; u s i n g a 
hooded f l a s h l i g h t they s i g n a l l e d upward u n t i l we r e p l i e d j u s t a s 
J a c k o was about t o u n l o a d a few hand gr e n a d e s on them. They c r a w l e d 
up a rope l a d d e r and we h e l d a n o t h e r c o u n c i l about where t o p u t them 
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to keep t h e i r f i r e power i n t a c t . The 143d boys were the best. No one 
ordered them to come out here, they j u s t came, and with a more than 
welcome ad d i t i o n to our weaponry. S t a f f Sergeant looked around 
with d i s b e l i e f . "What happened out here? We thought the whole damn 
h i l l blew up a while back? Where do you want us and when do we shoot?" 
I c a l l e d F a t s out of h i s barricaded dungeon. Anyone who knew him a l s o 
knew where to f i n d him f o r those s t i n k i n rag-weed s t o g i e s he chewed 
l e f t no doubt as to h i s presence. Ole Snoose followed him as they l e f t 
t h e i r weapons p i t and crawled over to us. F a t s knew S t a f f from 
back home. "Howdy o l ' Buddy and welcome to the Rock P i l e Rats! We 
decided to place the e i g h t BARs so as to e n f i l a d e the e n t i r e open 
s t r e t c h between the second c r o s s i n g and the base of our p o s i t i o n . 
We needed some s o l i d rock p r o t e c t i o n f o r these guys because they'd 
be standing head and shoulder above ground l e v e l to f i r e down a t the 
f i e l d below. We decided to s e t o f f a few charges simultaneously to 
give the impression of mortar round impacts. Daybreak was dangerously 
c l o s e . The rumbling and c l a n k i n g of unseen t r a c k s , the s p u t t e r i n g of 
motorcycles had been heard f o r some time now. Colonel Pyland was r i g h t 
i n h i s surmise t h a t they'd run t h e i r v e h i c l e s back and f o r t h to con
fuse t h e i r a c t u a l i n t e n t and time and place of a t t a c k . We were 
squatt i n g a t the narrow end of a n a t u r a l funnel through which the 
Germans would pour more than a f u l l s i z e d Regiment of armored troops 
j u s t l e s s than two hours from now. Our 'back door' was now r e a s o n a b l l y 
secure from ground a s s a u l t . We had a decent chance to weather any f i r e 
except mortar bombs coming r i g h t down the chimney i n t o our defenses. 
Our volunteer reinforcements were being given t h e i r f i r e p o s i t i o n s 
wa i t i n g f o r t h e i r holes to be b l a s t e d . F a t s constructed a 'ring main' 
and I c a l l e d our TD l i n k . The Whispering voice came on almost a t once; 
"A squad of R e s t r i c t e d s r a i d e d supply and took of f with q u i t e a few 
BARS and a l l the ammo they could c a r r y ! S-4 i n d i c a t e d they were on 
the way to j o i n your group, have they a r r i v e d ? " I was s u r p r i s e d a t 
t h i s turn of events f o r I ' d thought they had been sent out to us. 
"Yes they're up here and being emplaced t o cover the second crossing. 
Y o u ' l l hear a couple of big bangs i n a minute, t h a t ' s us b l a s t i n g a 
few standing f i r e p i t s f o r these men and t h e i r weapons, so pass the 
word i t ' s not an a t t a c k . When i t s t a r t s , the whole F i f t h Army w i l l 
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know i t , so don't drop a n y t h i n g on u s . We're about a s p r e p a r e d 
a s w e ' l l e v e r be. L o t s o f movement, t r u c k s , t r a c k s and armor. We 
b e l i e v e t h e main attempt w i l l be through t h e second c r o s s i n g , f l a n k 
t h e r o c k p i l e and come up t h e s t e e p e r s i d e of t h e d e f i l e r i g h t a t 
t h e TDs and i n f a n t r y up t h e r e . We have a 90 degree c l e a r f i e l d o f 
f i r e from t h i s s h o o t i n g g a l l e r y . The range f o r s t a r t e r s w i l l be 
about one t h o u s a n d y a r d s maximum. I don't know what t h e s e guys d i d 
t o be p l a c e d on ' R e s t r i c t e d t o a r e a ' but c h a n c e s a r e a l o t w i l l be 
h i t up t h e r e . T h e y ' r e exposed, f i r i n g down i n t o t h e open t h e way 
t h e y ' l l be d o i n g , t h e y ' r e good men who d i d n ' t have t o come o u t h e r e . " 
W h i s p e r i n g v o i c e t h e n i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f a s C o l o n e l , L i a i s o n 
o f f i c e r from F i f t h Army h e a d q u a r t e r s w i t h f u l l powers t o make and 
b r e a k G e n e r a l s i n t h e F i e l d . The f a l s e dawn began t o b a t h e t h e s m a l l 
v a l l e y w i t h a dim l i g h t w h i c h c a u s e d t h e m i s t s hanging low o v e r L a 
C a s a C r e e k t o s w i r l and dance. The f i r i n g h o l e s b e i n g r e a d i e d f o r 
our*^ ̂ R r e i n f o r c e m e n t s blew w i t h a thunderous r o a r w h i c h spewed 
r o c k s and b o u l d e r s h i g h i n t o t h e s k y . A d i r t y c l o u d of d u s t r o s e 
s e v e r a l hundred f e e t , t h e n began t o s e t t l e a l l around u s . Rock c h i p s 
and s p l i n t e r s r a i n e d down on u s . The German r e a c t i o n was one o f a 
complete s i l e n c e a s t h e l a s t shock waves r e c e d e d towards them. We 
were p a r t i a l l y d e a f e n e d and h a l f b l i n d e d . The s l i g h t s c r a m b l i n g o f 
boots and the m e t a l l i c c l a n k o f weapons and ammo b e l t s c o u l d n ' t be 
h e a r d twenty y a r d s away as the BAR men s c r a m b l e d f o r t h e i r newly 
b l a s t e d f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s . Loose r o c k s went r o l l i n g down t h e s l o p e s , 
l o d g i n g i n t o man h i g h p i l e s a s t h e y were stopped by t h e b l a s t e d 
r o c k and r u b b l e below. Then a l l h e l l broke l o o s e w i t h a r o l l i n g 
a r t i l l e r y b a r r a g e w h i c h began a t t h e ^ a s e o f our r o c k p i l e , p a s s i n g 
q u i c k l y o v e r us and on up t h e r i s e towards our dug i n w a i t i n g t r o o p s . 
The Germans had s t a r t e d t h e i r show w i t h HE, Smoke and c o u n t l e s s 
rounds o f Mortar s h e l l s . E v e r y t h i n g began t o l a n d a t the bas e of t h e 
r i s e , b l a n k i n g o u t The bulge c r e a t e d by Monte San C h i r i c o a t t h e 
j u n c t i o n where the Sele r i v e r , t h e G a l o r e r i v e r entered L a C a s a C r e e k . 
D a y l i g h t was upon us when we began t o c a t c h s u s t a i n e d , a p p a r e n t l y 
randomly aimed s n i p e r f i r e from a s m a l l c l u s t e r of s t o n e farm b u i l d i n g s 
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t o our l e f t f r o n t . More s n i p e r r i f l e m e n began t o make h i t s 
u n c o m f o r t a b l y c l o s e and a l l around u s . I f e l t t h a t an O b s e r v e r 
was d i r e c t i n g t h i s i n c r e a s i n g l y a c c u r a t e f i r e and s u r m i s e d t h e 
Germans b e l i e v e d we might have an OP e s t a b l i s h e d on o r near t h e 
top of t h i s Rock p i l e . C o r p o r a l E r i c motioned t o me f o r t h e 
b i n o c u l a r s I c a r r i e d and p o i n t e d towards t h e farm b u i l d i n g s . I 
c o u l d s e e t h e s t e a m i n g manure p i l e , s e v e r a l hay and s t r a w s t a c k s , 
s e v e r a l p i g s and a g a g g l e o f g e e s e w h i c h n o t h i n g seemed t o d i s 
t u r b from t h e i r f e e d i n g . A Farmer who d i d n ' t walk l i k e a Farmer, 
came o u t o f the house w i t h a p a i l l , w a l k i n g s l o w l y towards what 
c o u l d be a cow s h e d . I o b s e r v e d him c l o s e l y b e f o r e handing t h e 
f i e l d g l a s s e s t o E r i c s l i g h t l y above and t o t h e r i g h t of my CP. 
T h e r e was v e h i c l e movement a l o n g t h e t r e e s l i n i n g t h e f a r s i d e o f 
t h e C r e e k and we c o u l d p l a i n l y s e e t h e b l a c k c l o u d s of d i e s e l 
e x h a u s t smoke s p i r a l i n g skywards from b e h i n d t h e r i s e i n r e a r of 
t h e farm b u i l d i n g s . Tex c a u g h t t h e s n i p e r ' s l o c a t i o n and c a l l e d 
i t down t o u s . "Watch t h e second h a y s t a c k , he's i n t h e r e and t h a t ' s 
t h e K r a u t who has us z e r o e d i n up h e r e , he has d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n 
on t h e BAR p o s i t i o n s " . I used t h e p o w e r f u l g l a s s e s w h i c h C o l o n e l 
P y l a n d had r e t u r n e d t o me. A s l i g h t movement and t u f t s of hay f e l l 
from t h e s t a c k . T h e r e was no smoke o r f l a s h a s a b u l l e t whacked i n 
and above where we s q u a t t e d b e h i n d our r o c k y b r e a s t w o r k s . Tex l e t 
o u t a scream, f a l l i n g , c a r t w h e e l i n g down the r o c k y s l o p e . T h i s 
r i f l e m a n was too good a s h o t a t more t h a n e i g h t hundred y a r d s and 
Tex had exposed too much o f h i m s e l f ; our f i r s t The sun was 
coming up f a s t , t h e m i s t s d i s p e r s i n g , g i v i n g us our f i r s t good 
l o o k a t what was g o i n g on o v e r t h e r e . F r a n k l y , I came c l o s e t o 
c r a p p i n g my p a n t s . F a t s c a l l e d o u t l o u d , "A thousand o f t h e b a s t a r d s 
i f t h e r e ' s one. They don't know what's up h e r e o r we'd be e a t i n g 
M o rtar s h e l l s f o r b r e a k f a s t ! " I b r a c e d t h e phone under my c h i n 
and began t o c a l l i n our o b s e r v a t i o n s . German armor was on t h e move 
a l t h o u g h s t i l l o u t o f s i g h t . The e n t i r e wooded a r e a b e h i n d t h e s t o n e 
farm b u i l d i n g s was c r a w l i n g w i t h German i n f a n t r y . P a n z e r G r e n a d i e r s 

by t h e dozens w a l k i n g about. C o r p o r a l Geronimo , a f u l l b l o o d 
Apache was p l a y i n g w i t h t h e spade h a n d l e s of h i s c a l i b e r 50, a s I 
motioned him to s t a y down and h o l d f i r e u n t i l I gave the o r d e r . 
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The Germans probably thought we were a bunch of amatuers and 
showed t h e i r contempt by exposing themselves. I caught the Whisper 
voice again. "Give us a l l you've got, estimate numbers, type of 
v e h i c l e s , equipment, everything v i s i b l e to you. That Rock p i l e i s 
j u s t high enough to mask them from our own observation but f l a n k 
Recon t e l l s us there are p o s s i b l e elemer\ts of two Regiments stacked 
up over there". I began to give him my s i g h t i n g s , coordinates and 
what they appeared to be doing. "We're p l o t t i n g t h i s information now. 
When they begin moving w e ' l l l a y i n i n heavy from the rea r to the 
f r o n t , d i s p e r s e them i n our d i r e c t i o n . Chances are t h e y ' l l know we 
have an OP on your Rock p i l e and we can't give you anything except 
d i r e c t f i r e s . " I heard a loud shout from above, "Here they come, the 
whole G-dd-mn German army!" I passed the information to the Whisper 
voice and t o l d him we'd have to take care of business. I began to 
count the German armor, mostly Mk IVs and armored Personnel c a r r i e r s 
followed by support i n f a n t r y on foot. They were attempting to c r o s s 
a t both one and two spots. Somebody did h i s homework because the f i r s t 
tank c a r r i e d a f l a i l out i n f r o n t beating the creek water and mud 
in t o a f r o t h , a l s o exploding the inadequate mine e f f o r t placed there 
by our Engineers. The heavier s t u f f i n c l u d i n g towed ant i - t a n k guns 
was l i n i n g up i n long rows, each waiting h i s turn to c r o s s over. I 
don't know what they thought we had over here as I c a l l e d the TD 
communications l i n k . "They're on the way and c r o s s i n g a t the f i r s t 
spot, mines didn't stop them. Estimate nineteen over and heading 
towards us, l o t s of i n f a n t r y support. Personnel C a r r i e r s are bogging 
down, i n f a n t r y g e t t i n g o f f and coming on foot. Heavy s t u f f coming 
down the bank to c r o s s a t second spot, there goes the f i r s t one sky 
high, blew him r i g h t out of the water, he's blocking the ford , 
the others are t r y i n g to get around him, i n f a n t r y coming r i g h t f o r 
our p o s i t i o n , w e ' l l wait, give i t to them r i g h t on coordinates you 
have, hold TDs f o r d i r e c t f i r e s , we're taking heavy tank f i r e r i g h t up 
the slope, the BAR men are going to catch r e a l h e l l " . I cut o f f a l l 
communications and gave the order to engage the tanks with our c a l i b e r 
F i f t y s a t f i v e hundred yard, to engage the long Bazookas a t c l o s e 
range, the t h i r t y c a l i b e r machine guns on ground troops- and NOW!" 
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The b a t t l e for La Casa Creek was on and we were now f i g h t i n g f o r 
our l i v e s . I heard the whip-crack of the TDs as they engaged tanks 
with d i r e c t f i r e . The heavy F i f t y c a l i b e r machine guns were causing 
the German tanks to turn r i g h t broadside to the TDs on the r i s e 
where they had moved up from t h e i r h u l l down p o s i t i o n s for d i r e c t 
a c t i o n . Crossing point one was a shambles of burning armor and 
running men, many of whom attempted to r e - c r o s s the stream only to 
be c u t down by a r t i l l e r y and mortar f i r e s d i r e c t e d a t t h e i r r e a r . 
The farm b u i l d i n g s disappeared i n a cloud of smoke and rubble. 
German Grenadiers had made i t to the base of our Rock p i l e and were 
crawling towards us. None of them made i t ! Sergeant Mack had 
been wounded i n the gut, he stood w a i s t high and tossed grenades 
down on the Germans u n t i l he was cut down. The second c r o s s i n g point 
was i n worse shape. I n t r y i n g to get around the tw i s t e d metal of 
the f i r s t tank which had blown up, the second one ran over another 
of S t a f f Sergeant F a t s homemade tank busters and exploded a l l over 
the i n f a n t r y which had pressed c l o s e to avoid the deadly f i r e s from 
our Rock p i l e . The o v e r a l l scene was one of t o t a l d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
Germans scrambling f o r cover only to be c u t down by our machine guns. 
Enemy armor had become t o t a l l y d i s o r i e n t e d by the smoke which the 
36th D i v i s i o n ' s chemical mortar platoon tossed i n t o the melee. A 
tank would appear on the f r i n g e s of t h a t v a s t smoked i n arena and 
would be promptly knocked out by a Tank Destroyer. Less than two 
hours and the b a t t l e was over. One TD had gotten f i v e Mk IVs with 
s i x shots, a record which s t i l l stands. The second c r o s s i n g was 
turned i n t o a flaming junk yard as the meat-grinder of s h e l l s , 
and machine gun f i r e raked everything i n s i g h t . T h i s was the deci d i n g 
b a t t l e which caused the remaining German Forces to r e t r e a t beyond the 
Calore r i v e r and they didn't stop running u n t i l they h i t the Rapido 
r i v e r where the b a t t l e f o r Cassino and the L i r i v a l l e y would be 
the makings of another e p i c i n which the Tank Destroyers played a.. 
leading p a r t , a p a r t which r e c e i v e d l i t t l e or no r e c o g n i t i o n when the 
Unit h i s t o r i e s were w r i t t e n . 
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I n f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n s o f t h e 3 6 t h b o i l e d down t h e s l o p e s from t h e 
r i s e , c l o s e l y f o l l o w e d by t h e Tank D e s t r o y e r s , Weapons C a r r i e r s 
and s u p p o r t v e h i c l e s . The Germans were t o be g i v e n t h e same medi
c i n e t h e y had been d i s h i n g o u t f o r t h e p a s t week. I began t o t a k e 
i n v e n t o r y , f i r s t o f men, t h e n equipment. The upper p a r t s of t h e 
Rock p i l e had been d r a s t i c a l l y changed by t h e mortar and tank f i r e 
bombardment. Our Ranger p l a t o o n had been d e c i m a t e d and j u s t t h r e e 
of t h e BAR men remained a l i v e . Human f l e s h , s i n e w and bone c a n 
t a k e a l o t of punishment but d o e s n ' t s t a n d a chance when p l a c e d 
i n r o c k and r u b b l e emplacements under i n t e n s e s h e l l f i r e . Our b i g 
bazookas and t h e i r men had been b u r i e d under r o c k w h i c h would not 
be moved e x c e p t by b l a s t i n g . T h e r e was v e r y l i t t l e equipment worth 
s a l v a g i n g . I ' l l n o t g i v e names t o t h e men who d i e d up h e r e d u r i n g 
t h e s e few ho u r s w h i c h seemed a l i f e - t i m e . I don't know how t h e 
o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h e l o s s o f our comrades t o t h i s day. 
S l o w l y and p a i n f u l l y we g a t h e r e d what l i t t l e we c o u l d and began 
our d e s c e n t . An i n f a n t r y two and h a l f t o n t r u c k had p u l l e d up 
under t h e l e e s i d e of t h e b l u f f we had s c a l e d on our rope l a d d e r s . 
A t h i n f a c e d s h a r p l y d r e s s e d C a p t a i n and s e v e r a l m e d i c a l corpsmen 
w a i t e d a s we c l i m b e d down, t h e a b l e a s s i s t i n g t h e d i s a b l e d , t h e 
dead remained where t h e y had f a l l e n o r were b u r i e d beneath t h e 
r u b b l e . A low f l y i n g a r t i l l e r y s p o t t e r p l a n e made s e v e r a l p a s s e s 
o v e r t h e Rock p i l e and I c o u l d s e e an e n l i s t e d t e c h n i c i a n u s i n g 
a Speed G r a p h i c camera t a k i n g p i c t u r e s . We r e a c h e d bottom and j u s t 
s a t t h e r e i n a s m a l l huddle, some s i l e n t , a few weeping. T h i s was 
our f i r s t r e a l b a p t i s m under enemy f i r e , t h e f i r s t r e a l l o s s we 
had s u s t a i n e d among our more t h a n c l o s e l y k n i t p l a t o o n . F a t s , Tex, 
Grady, Sneaky had r e c e i v e d wounds w h i c h would t a k e them out f o r a 
w h i l e . I happened t o t h i n k of t h e dummies we had emplaced, d r e s s e d 
i n our c l a s s A u n i f o r m s and wondered what t h e German o b s e r v e r s had 
thought as t h e y saw t h i s a t dawn- no m a t t e r , t h e y s e r v e d t h e i r 
purpose t o g i v e us time t o d i g i n a s deep a s we c o u l d . A discordant 
note was s t r u c k by an o f f i c i o u s a p p ^ e a r i n g G-2 Major who had been 
s e n t down from D i v i s i o n Hq., f o r , a s he s t a t e d i n a p r e c i s e tone, 
an a f t e r - a c t i o n r e p o r t f o r t h e ' r e c o r d ' . I managed t o grab Tex 
b e f o r e he'd t r i e d t o b r a i n t h e Major w i t h a r o c k . I s u g g e s t e d t o 
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t h e s t a r t l e d 'Eoguc b a i t ' Major t h a t he g e t h i s a s s back t o our 
B a t t a l i o n CP and chec k i n w i t h C o l o n e l Van P y l a n d a s I c o u l d n o t 
g u a r a n t e e h i s p h y s i c a l s a f e t y a t t h i s t i m e . He jumped i n h i s J e e p 
and r o a r e d o f f up t h e d e f i l e and ov e r t h e r i s e . We l o a d e d up and 
l e f t t h i s p l a c e . Months l a t e r I r e a d t h e a f t e r - a c t i o n r e p o r t and 
found no mention o f our p a r t i n t h i s c r u c i a l e f f o r t t o a s s i s t i n 
p l u g g i n g t h e weak s p o t i n our l i n e . I d i d r e a d about t h e TD w h i c h 
had bagged t h e f i v e Mk I V t a n k s p l u s a P e r s o n n e l and Ammunition 
c a r r i e r and t h a t e a c h crew member of t h e TD was awarded a S i l v e r 
S t a r . We d i d n o t r e a d about t h e dozen o r more t a n k s b l o c k e d a t 
t h e second c r o s s i n g by F a t s home made TNT mines, nor of the poor 
showing by t h e D i v i s i o n E n g i n e e r s who had i n a d e q u a t e l y mined t h e 
f i r s t and e x p e c t e d c r o s s i n g w i t h t h e wrong t y p e s of mines, no 
doubt w i t h t h e German o b s e r v e r s w a t c h i n g e v e r y one t h e y p l a n t e d . 
No mention was made of t h e men who made up t h e Ranger P l a t o o n , 
e x c e p t a v e r y s h o r t r e f e r e n c e t o the g a l l a n t s t a n d made by t h e 
143d i n f a n t r y remnants who had been c u t o f f on top of the Rock 
p i l e . The I n f a n t r y has been c a l l e d t h e "Queen o f B a t t l e s " and I 
have a l w a y s b e l i e v e d t h e "King" t o be t h a t b e a u t i f u l Garand M-1 
R i f l e . The l a t e r i s s u e s o f t h i s weapon were t h e top of t he l i n e ! 
I ' l l n e v e r f o r g e t t h o s e hundreds of US I n f a n t r y m e n moving so s l o w l y 
o v e r t h e r i s e and t h e n p r a c t i c a l l y d o g - t r o t t i n g down t h e h i l l i n 
our d i r e c t i o n , w a t c h i n g them a s they c r o s s e d t h e Cre e k , up t h e 
h i l l and o v e r t h e c r e s t i n p u r s u i t of t h e f l e e i n g Germans. J u s t 
a s we were p u l l i n g o u t f o r t h e r e t u r n t o our CP, an a r t i l l e r y 
b a t t a l i o n was moving i n from t h e o p p o s i t e end o f t h e v a l l e y . 
Aiming s t a k e s , and ammo dumps, water and r a t i o n p o i n t s ; cammo 
n e t s and s l i t - t r e n c h e s - a l l t o l d us we were o f f the f r o n t l i n e . 
Our wounded were e v a c u a t e d to t h e beach a i d s t a t i o n s and t h o s e 
few o f us who were a b l e , headed f o r t h e k i t c h e n f o r h o t c o f f e e . 
I r e f u s e d e v a c u a t i o n , had my l e g and neck bandaged, t h e n r e p o r t e d 
t o t h e CP where C o l o n e l P y l a n d a w a i t e d u s . He a s k e d me whether we 
had any h a r d f e e l i n g s f o r b e i n g p l a c e d i n t h e p o s i t i o n we found 
o u r s e l v e s i n , and t h a t e v e n he hadn't been l e t i n on t h e 'Big 
p i c t u r e ' by D i v i s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s . 
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I w r ote o u t a r e p o r t which c o v e r e d the s a l i e n t f a c t s and 
p r e p a r e d a l i s t of men t o whom awards s h o u l d be i s s u e d . I made 
up t h e KIA l i s t and a b r i e f summary how t h e y t h e y had been k i l l e d . 
The C o l o n e l t o l d me q u i t e f r a n k l y , u n t i l t h e top o f t h e Rock p i l e 
seemed t o explode w i t h a l l our weapons f i r i n g , he had w r i t t e n us 
o f f b e c a u s e not a t e l e p h o n e l i n e remained i n t a c t . Our f i r e so 
d i s c o n c e r t e d t h e German S t a f f t h a t t h e y had thought s e v e r a l heavy 
weapons P l a t o o n s were dug i n on the Rock p i l e w i t h o t h e r t r o o p s 
a t t h e b a s e i n r e s e r v e . A l s o an i n t e r r o g a t e d German Recon O f f i c e r 
s t a t e d t h e y wondered a l l n i g h t l o n g about t h e 'Fool A m e r i c a n s ' who 
had d r i v e n up i n t h e i r t r u c k s w i t h h e a d l i g h t s on, d r e s s e d i n f u l l 
d r e s s u n i f o r m ! Our p r e v i o u s MOS a s s i g n m e n t s had been I n f a n t r y and 
A r t i l l e r y w h i c h gave us a damn good background f o r t h e a n t i - t a n k , 
l a t e r t h e Tank D e s t r o y e r r o l e i n which we p a r t i c i p a t e d . Most Armor 
u n i t s d i d n o t have t h i s b a s i c grounding i n I n f a n t r y weapons. So 
much f o r the b a t t l e of L a Cdsa Creekjwliit?h-i-^>LJ—also c a l 1 Ti3 Cnsa 
vCce^Jt^r and l i t t l e o r no r e c o g n i t i o n w h i c h t h e TD men r e c e i v e d f o r 
t h e i r p a r t i n g i v i n g the 36th D i v i s i o n I n f a n t r y u n i t s t h e i r c h a n c e 
to b r e a k o u t and t u r n what c o u l d have been a d e f e a t of major p r o 
p o r t i o n s i n t o v i c t o r y . I have r e a d a n o t h e r v e r s i o n of t h i s b a t t l e 
and t h i s one f a i l e d t o mention any Tank D e s t r o y e r u n i t s but d i d 
mention t h e h e r o i c a c t i o n s of the D i v i s i o n and 5 t h Army Tank u n i t s . 
H e l l s B e l l s ! The D i v i s i o n Tank u n i t s w e r e n ' t b i g enough or equipped 
to t a k e on massed Mark I V s w i t h t h e i r l o n g b a r r e l souped up guns! 
The 5 t h Army Tank u n i t s weren't w i t h i n m i l e s of L a C a s a C r e e k . The 
45th D i v s i o n w h i c h f l a n k e d the 36th had g o t t e n so screwed up w i t h 
t h e B r i t i s h u n i t s on t h e i r f l a n k t h a t t h e y j u s t dug i n and h e l d on. 
The TDs had a more p o w e r f u l gun and a more maneuverable a l t h o u g h 
l i g h t l y armored v e h i c l e , and where i t counted, the German t a n k s 
d i d n ' t have a p r a y e r ! I had a l w a y s s u r m i s e d and l a t e r knew f o r a 
f a c t t h a t a s t r o n g a n t i - T a n k D e s t r o y e r f e e l i n g e x i s t e d among t h e 
Armored o f f i c e r s who g r a d u a t e d from t h e Armored t r a i n i n g F o r c e a t 
F o r t Knox, and t h e r e must have been a r e a s o n somewhere among t h e 
top e c h e l o n f o r r e l e g a t i n g t h e TDs t o a d i r e c t I n f a n t r y s u p p o r t 
r o l e w i t h o u t t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h e y t r u l y d e s e r v e d . 
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One might a s k , "What d i d happen t o t h e M-10 Motor C a r r i a g e w i t h 
i t s d e a d l y 3" r a p i d f i r e gun? W e l l . . . . a f t e r the war p r a c t i c a l l y 
a l l t h e M-lOs were g i v e n f r e e of c h a r g e t o t h e F r e n c h Army f o r c e s , 
and I a s c e r t a i n e d many y e a r s l a t e r t h a t M-lOs were used t o b a t t l e 
b o th F r e n c h and A l g e r i a n s d u r i n g t h e war i n A l g e r i a . H i s t o r i a n s 
and U n i t H i s t o r y r e p o r t e r s a r e prone t o o v e r s t a t i n g t h e a c c o m p l i s h 
ments o f t h e U n i t s t h e y ' r e r e p o r t i n g on, s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e i r own! 
Tank D e s t r o y e r s t o them were m o s t l y lumped i n w i t h t h e e x p l o i t s o f 
Tanks w i t h v e r y l i t t l e d i s t i n c t i o n b e i n g made. War photos showing 
t h e I n f a n t r y e n t e r i n g a town o r c i t y i n v a r i a b l y showed t h e l o a d e d 
M-10 TD r i g h t i n t h e f o r e f r o n t . 

PS: L a c a s a C r e e k ' s a c t i o n brought 3 S i l v e r S t a r s t o t h e dead BAR 
men; 15 S i l v e r S t a r s and 31 P u r p l e H e a r t s t o t h e Ranger P l a t o o n 

w h i c h would h e n c e f o r t h be c a l l e d ( b e h i n d our b a c k s ) , t h e P u r p l e H e a r t 
P l a t o o n . 


