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Ministry of National 
Defense 

Decree N o . 2 5 0 9 , 17 June 1 9 4 6 

CHARLES, Prince of Belg ium, Regent of the K ingdom. 
O n the proposition of the Minister of the National Defense tve decided and decide: 

A r t i c l e 2 : — T h e 2 n d I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n o f the U S A r m y a n d a t t ached units i n c l u d i n g : 
4<2nd A A A A\X^ B n ( M o b i l e ) 
741st T a n k . B n 
C o m p a n \  C . 8 6 t h C m ! M o r t a r B n 
6 1 2 t h T a n k D e s t r o y e r B n ( S e l f - P rope l l ed ) 
6 4 4 c h T a n k D e s t r o y e r B n ( Se l f - P rope l l ed ) 

are cited t w i c e t o the O r d e r o f t h e B e l g i a n A r m ) - w i t h a t t r i b u t i o n o f the ' T o u r r a g e r e 
1 9 4 0 " f o r : 

1 St C i t a t i o n : " D u r i n g the per iod o f the 13 th o f D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 4 to the 19th o f D e c e m ­
ber 1 9 4 4 , the 2nd I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n w i t h a t t ached units , r e c e i v e d the order to cease 
its p a r t i c i pa t i on i n a g reat a t t a c k i n w h i c h i t was c o m p l e t e l y engaged. I t was o r ­
dered then t o p lay the p r i n c i p a l p a r t in the cons t i t u t i on o f the " N o r t h S h o u l d e r " 
o f the A r d e n n e s aga inst the e n e m y offensive w h i c h had b r o k e n the lines on 16 D e c e m ­
ber 1944 . T h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d by resisting as a stone w a l l the enemy a t t a c k , i n a 
w a y t o l i m i t and c h e c k it and t o g i v e o u r forces the time a n d the o p p o r t u n i t y t o o r ­
ganize t h e struggle against the G e r m a n p lan . I t s operat ion led to an absolute success 
under the most di f f icult c o n d i t i o n s o f pressure a n d c l i m a t e . " 

2 n d C i t a t i o n : — " D u r i n g the pe r iod o f t h e 19 th t o the 3 0 t h o f D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , the 
2 n d I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n w i t h a t t a c h e d units , engaged the e n e m y w i t h success a n d o c ­
cupied the posit ion o f the E l s c n b o r n c r e : r . f r o m w h i c h i t wa s n e v e r r emoved . I n th i s 
p o n t i o n . i t f o rmed the angle o f the " N o r t h S h o u l d e r " of the A r d e n n e s . A l l this vv-as 
accomp l i shed w i t h a t a c t i c a l c l e ve rne s s so r emarkab l e , w i t h cons t an t courage f r o m 
nil the n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d officers a n d s u c h a p o w e r o f r e so lu t ion and j u d g m e n t f r o m 
the c o m m . m d chat t h e opera t ions o f t h e D i v i s i o n became the f o r c e s t imu l a t i ng the c o n -
i idence o f h igher e c h e l o n s . " 

•-TT-T 

A r t i c l e S : — T h e M i n i s t e r o f the N a t i o n a l De t ense is in cha rge o f the execut ion o f the 
present decree. 

G i v t n at B r u x d i e s . 
on the ! 7 t h o f June \9^.€ 

$ ' CHARLES s ' D e F f s i t n i r 



G O 2 1 

G K N t t A L OMDOB) ^ ^ A U D E P A R T M E N T 
No. 2 1 / • WAfeBiKOTOM 2 6 , D . C , 1 2 K e b r u a r y l i « 7 

A T I i A N T A G B N E R A L D E P O T , A T L A N T A , O E O R O I A — O r d n a n c e anil Transporta­
tion Bectloni eaubl i ihed I 

P S B S O N N K L C K N T E E — D l a c o n t l n u e d at Fo r t Sheridan, lUlnola I I 
B A T T L E H 0 N 0 K 8 — C i t a t i o n of n n l t a . I l l 

I. .ATLANTA GENERAL DEPOT, ATLANTA, GEORGIA.-Effective a$ of 1 
tebruary 1941, the O r d n a n c e S e c t i o n , unde r the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the C h i e f o f 
O r d n a n c e , a n d the T r a n B p o r t a t l o n S e c t i o n , u n d e r t h e J u r i s d i c t i o n of the C h i e f of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c l a s s I I a c t i v i t i e s , a r e e s t a b l i s h e d a t the A t l a n t a G e n e r a l Depot , 
A t l a n t a , Geo r g i a . 

I AO ItZS.Sl (B Feb 4T ) ) 

II. .FERSONNEL CENTER.—Effective 15 February /947, the W a r D e p a r t ­
m e n t P e r s o n n e l C e n t e r , F o r t S h e r i d a n , I l l i n o i s ( e x c l u s i v e of t h e Bepara t lom 
C e n t e r ) , I s discontlnued. 

tAO 8B4.1 (8 r f b 4 7 ) ) 

UI..BATTLE HONORS.—AM a u t b o r i i e d by E x e c u t i v e O r d e r fi.'lW ( sec . I , W D 
B u l l 2 2 , 1 9 4 3 ) , s u p e r s e d i n g E x e c u U v e O r d e r 9 0 7 5 ( s e c . I l l , W D B u i . I I , 1 9 4 2 ) , the 
f o l l ow ln i : u n i t s a re cited by the W a r Denar tment under the Drov l s lona of sect ion 
I V . W D Ci rcu lar 3 3 3 , 1943, In the name of the P r e s i d e n t o f ' the Dn i t ed S t a t e s a s 
c n w i c ev i dence of d e se r ved h o n o r a n d d i s t i n c t i o n . T h e c i t a t i o n r e n d s a s t o U o w t : 
T l i c nut Infun'.ry Regiment and I h i ; f u l l o w i i n ; a t t a c h e d a n d r e l o f o r c l n ( u u l U : 

lit Battalion, ISth InfanTry J j e y f m e n * ; 
Company C, 8ih Ueiical Reniment; 
Itth Engineer Battalion; 
66tk Field Artillery Battalion; 
Company B 86th Chemical Battalion; 
Company C, 86th Chemical Battalion; 
eUth Jank Destroyer Battali<fn ( l e s s C o m p a n y B ) : 
709th Tank liuUalion (less company C), 

a r e c i t ed for i i l r a f i J in «~^ heroism a n d o n t B t a n d l c e l y r f o rmanee o f duty ! • 
na'u'h f r o lu 2 1 to 2 6 Nov tmber i m 4 . D u r i n g t h i s per iod, thex. m a d e a r e l e n t l e s s 
aiiiT i letermlned ar ive to o v e r c o m e b i t t e r opnoslt ion i n the H u r t g e n Forest and 
capture ttie towo of H u r t e e n . Germany. The bloody a n d b i t t e r l y contesteil 
advance, wh i ch taxed i n d i v i d u a l f o r t i t ude a n d s tamina to the l i m i t , represented 
the major offensive effort of the Sth I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on and V Corps In ef fec l lnt 
a break-th.'-ough In this heavi ly defended sector . In order tha t f u r the r offensive 
act ion could be uoOertaken in the c lear ing o f woods and towns west of the 
R o e r R i v e r . Throughout the operat ion, the progress of the regiment w a s 
s e r i ou s l y Impeded by an u n u s u a l combinat ion o f Inclement weather and dif ­
f icult t e r r a in , w i t h cont inuous r a i n and damp, penetrat ing cold constantly en­
dangering the heal th of a l l personnel. The t e r r a in was characterized by densely 
forested h i l l s acd deep mud , w h i c h retarded a l l mcvenient of troops and veblcies. 
F u l l y aware of his defensive advantages, t l ie enemy had prepared a n e l abo ra te 
system of m u t u a l l y support ing fort l f lcat ions, w i t h extensive mine fields and wel l -
placed booby traps c la iming a h e a v y t o l l dur ing the advance. Enemy a r t i l l e r y 
a n d mor ta r fire was made more effective by f requent tree-bursts In the h e a v i l y 
wooded area. Because of n a r r o w muddy roads and other na tu ra l obstacles 
w h i c h prevented the effective employment o f motorized support, t l ie burd-:!; 
of assault ing f a a a t l c a U y de fended f o r t i f i c a t i ons w a s le ft to the d e t e r m i n e d 
l a fan f rymen. Tet a t no t i m e d i d f l ic regi i i -rnt f a i l to ,-idvance, nor d id i t y ie ld 
a foot in the nuicerouE counterat tnc l i s laiiuched by the eueaiy. Foot by foot and 
against great odds, the reg iment and i t s attnchcd and re in forc ing uni ts drove the 
enemy f r om log butiker and p i l ibox , passing th rough concentrat ions o f a r t i l l e r y 
a n d mor ta r fire estimated at 3 , 5 0 0 rounds per day a t the height of operations, 
a n d finally captured the g f rateg icn l iy Impor tant town of Hur t g en i n fierce 
house-to-house combat. Under some of the most di f f icult and hazardous combat 
condit ions experienced d u r i n g trie wa r In Europe and despite Us h i gh casualty 
r a t e , the Itlst Infantry Rrpimenl and i ts a t t i ched and re in forc ing un i t s displayed 
e x t r e m e l y courageous fighting qua l i t i es !n i t t a c k l n g a strongly for t i f i ed enemy 
In Hur t gen Forest. Th is ga l l an t act ion c f ' t i t r ibute i l great ly to the e v i c t i o n of 
t h e enemy f r om and a r o u n d the t own of Hur tgen , Germany, a n d l a t e r to the 
comple te ann ih i l a t i on of t h e Germany .A.rmy. 

B T O B D a o r T H t SBcar rA jaT o r W . \ » ; 

Orr ic iAL : 
E D W A R D F W I T S E L I . 
llajor Orncral 
The A.djutar.: General 

D W I G H T D . E I S E N H O W E i ; 
Chief of Staff 
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