
-^g g B t T 
HBADQU4HTHKS 6hlm TAJrt DESTROm BATTALION 

APO 230, 0 3 Arny 
SUBJECT I Battalion ttlBtory for the Period 1 January 191̂ 5 flirough 31 January I9I1S, 

TO : The Adjutant General 
War DepartBent 
Washington 25, D. C, 

(Thru Channels) 
The foLlowing ia a history of this organization for the month of January I9I45, 

submitted in accordance with AH 3l45-105» dtd 9 Mar li3: 

a. Unit - No change. 
b. Changes i n Organization - Bn converted to T/0 and T/E 18 - 27, c 1 i 2 

on about 17 January 19U5. 

c. Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted: 
(1) At beginning of Period: 

Officers 3$ 
Warrant Officers 1 
Enlisted men 6oU 

(2) Net increase for Month: 
Officers 2 
Warrant OfflcerB 0 
Enlisted aen 13 

(3) Net decrease for Month 1 

OiTlceTB 0 
Warrant Officers 0 
Enlisted men 0 

(U) At end of Period: 
Officers 37 
Warrant Officers 1 
En:.i3ted men 617 

d. Stations of Unit or Parts thereof: 
Station - SOURflROOT, DELOIUM (Coor 661 O98) No change. 

At beginning of Period.- 1 January 19U5 
Old of Period - 31 January 
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Marches - None. 
Campaigns: Gennany. 
Battles: 
(1) Defensive of ELSENBORf 

a. The Enemy. 

CLASSmCATION Ch- .GED TOi 

CA X E L L F D 
A O i a O a i n a im hiu^rt^ QENEBAL 

RIU(1E. vMVK n r \

1, 0-2, by interrogation of priaonars, determined the fact that 
anaoy a m o r was making the point and infantry following, set 
up defensive lines. The enemy was still well prepared, being 
located forward of the Seigfriod Lino with the capability of 
returnli\ to their strong defenses if necessary. Special 
weapons: The enemy used Mark 71 Tiger "lioyals". These models 

were a aodlfled Mark 71 with sloping glacis plate 
I and heavy armor up to 6 inches thick. New suspension 
' adJustMOt was also noticed. 

Bnsmy morala was considered good, Tha n ews of the stopping ̂ \ 
of the bulge had not been dlooendjiated to most troops and ~ 
enemy propaganda spread false reports to bolster morale, \~ 



i;; 2. Qieny defenses were hasty but continually iMproved, with tha 
. ' Seigfried line and Roer River backing them up. The enemy had tha 
: si; possibility of returning to these defenses in the erent of a with-

i drowal. Natural obstacles were exploited and tha enemy habitually : ^ 
j , defended high ground. Mines were used aa defenaire measure against 
I our patrols. No evidence of demolitions were found. 
! 3» flie enemy opposing the Division sector consisted of tha 5th and 8th 

Go's of the 1055th Regt located i n the WIHTZFEIi) area. 6th Co was 
beUeved to be i n v i c i n i t y of BUIXINGKN. 
Counter-attacks were launched only on a small acale against our 

lil patrol aotiTities, 
'̂f &iemy use of armor and a r t i l l e r y was negligible and during the end 

of the period i t was estimated that enemy a r t i l l e r y had been pullad 
out completely and that the enemy was withdrawing. 
No enemy armor or a r t i l l e r y was destroyed. 

lu Mo prisoners ware taken by this unit during the period, 
(b) Elements Affecting Action: 

1. Enemy information and reconnaissance was at a minuimm, Bneniy held 
defensive positions and was not active due to extremely cold weather 
and heavy snow that held movenent to a minuimm. 

!; 2, Attitude of the c i v i l i a n population had no effect on the action. 
, CJlviliana had been evacuated forward and other assistance was of no 

tactical value. 
3« Terrain was ro l l i n g and surrounded by natural easily defended obstacles 

<̂  l e i Lakes, streams and high ground. Heavy snows iiif)eded t r a f f l o and 
in come cases made movement on foot extremely d i f f i c u l t , kany tiiaes 
roads were coqpletely blocked and had to be cleared by do»ere and 

; :! snow plows, 
(o) Aotiont 
\, Hqj 6hh TD Bn (less Co B) was assigned to 1st Army and attached to 

the 2d Inf Dlv for greater portion of the period. Near the close 
ij , i j of period unit was attached to the 99th Ihf Div, which i n tii r n had 
i ( ' j been attached to the 2d Inf Div from the time of tha breakthrough 
: ; u n t i l 7 January 19U5. Unit coompand post was located in S0URBR(3)T - Bn 
' [ y' Forward at ELSENBORN. 

Supporting Units: None. 
2. Missiont To defend ELSENBGRN RIDOE against enemy attack and to act 

in support of the 2d Infantry Division, 
THE KLSENBCRN DEFENSIVE 

At the beginning of tha period, the Battalion less Company B was 
attached to the 2d Infantry Division which continued to hold tha 
right flank of the I s t Aray north of the Oerman Salient. The 

, ' '•[ Battalion had the mission of meeting and destroying any enemy araor 
approaching the sector. Company B was attached to the 1st Infantry 
Division with the sane alssioo. The 1st Division was on tlie right 
flank of the 2d Division and held a portion of the north side of the 
German Salient, 
The Battalion forward CP was located at KLSENBCRN, BELOBM. The rear 
CP at SOURBRODT, BKLOHJM. Company A anl C had their CP In ELSENBORN, 
BELGIUM. Coii|>any B had i t s CP i n CHAMPAGNE, BELGIUM. 
Conqpany A was further attached to the 38th Infantry BeglJMnt and 
Cojupany C fired Indirect f i r i n g aiasiona assigned by the 37th Field 
A r t i l l e r y , during the f i r s t part of the period. 
Company C on 3 January, was attached to the 9th Division, 
Die Reconnaissance Company daring the period reconnoitered for tank approach­
es, secured the forward CP, aada Eeoomendations for minefields and 
made reports on the conditions of the roads. The maintenance platoon 
of Headquarters Company uti l i s e d tlw defensive period to maintain 
the vehicles of the Battalion and to change tracks on the H-lO's. 
On the third of the aonth, the Battalion received orders to turn 
i t s 8lmm mortars i n to the 99th Division, which was accomplished, 
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Changes i n the assignment, and duties of officers on the hth of the 
month were as followsi 
Captain JANES U CARPENTER from CO Hq Co to S-2 
1st U JOSEPH J ENNEKINO from S-2 to S-U 

• i 8 t Lt JOHN A BAHl from S-U to CO Hq Co 
Obtain CARPENTJE was further assigned Historian and began writing of 
the Battalion History for 19hl*. 
During the month, the Forward CP received many visitors, most of when 
wished information concerning the Battalion action i n repulsing the 
German Panzers at ROCHHIATH and KRINKELT. Among these visitors were 
the Commanding General, 2d Infantry Division, Commanding General, 2d 
Infantry Division A r t i l l e r y , Major WALUCE, Hq 2l8t Army Group and 
the Corps Anti-tank Officer. 
A dental officer from the 3d TD Group was attached to the Battalion, 
made a complete Battalion check. Two enlisted men were commissioned 
as officers during the period - T/Sgt Vincent G Bristol and S/Sgt 
William E N Beckstrom. 
Oi the 22d of January, Company B reverted to battalion control and 
moved to SOURBRQDT, BELGIUM for r e f i t t i n g and maintenance. 
Company C fired indirect f i r e missions from their position near MUTZENICH 

> near the let t e r part of the month. 
On the 27th of January, the Battalion less ccmpanies A and C ware 

; attached to the 99th Infantry Division and made plans to laset any 
amor thrusts i n that sector. On the 28th, Company B moved to 
ELSENBORN, BELGIUM and relieved elements of the 6l2th Tank Destroyer Bn. 
On the 29th, the Commanding Officer was designated CO of Task Force 

; KINO composed of Headquarters, Headquarters Company, and Reconnaissance 
' Company of the 6Uhth Tank Destroyer Battalion, Company D (Light tanks) 
of the 7$0th Tank Battalion, and the 99th Reconnaissance Troops. 
The Battalion constructed a anall arms f i r i n g range near ELSKNBCKN, 
BELGIUM and zeroed new weapons issued under the new T.E. 
Company A participated i n tha attack on the laat of the month with the 
39th Infantry ReglJaent which retook W1RTZFELD,̂ R0CHKBATH and KRINKBLT 
with l i t t l e resistance. One destroyer stnick a mine but no damage 
was received since the force of the explosion went to one side of the 
traok. The Battalion supported the 99th Iiifantry Division In their 
drive, but no action occurred since pillboxes were unoccupied and no 
armor entered the sector. 

3. This unit used Star shell while lo indirect f i r e position i n ca l l 
from 2d Inf Div illuminating preaiTanged areas. 
Communications - EXCELLENT. Contlimous 2)4 hour wire and radio coniH 
rrainications were used with frequencies tied in with the intar-Bn net, 
adjacent, and higher units, depending on operations. Dvuring the later 
part of the period one channel was used for air - ground liasion 
purposes operating in contact with liasion planes. 

U, Supporting A r t i l l e r y - None. Companies acted aa a r t i l l e r y i n indirect 
role during the month, Bigineers iinproved and cleared roads of mines 
prior to attack. 

5. No close fighting weapons such as grenades or flame throwers were used during this period. 
6. Supply and evacuation were good i n spite of the fact that roads wwe poor 

due to ice and snow. 
7. Casualties - Two (2), 

Comnanding Officers i n Important engagements. 
1. Defense of KLSENBCRN. 

CO 6UU TD Bn - Lt Col B»HRAIM F GRAHAM, M 
CO Hq Co 61vU TD Bn - Capt JAMES H CARPENTHl to 3 Jhn (Asgd to 3-2) 
CO Hq Co 6I4I* ID Bn - 1st Lt JOHN A BAHl - to end of period 
CO Co A 6Ul4 TD Bn - Capt HABHf L GCBSHALL, JR 
CO Co B 61*1* ro Bn - Capt CARL H WIGGENHCRN 
CO Co C 6hi» TD Bn - C^t HARLOW F LENON 
CO Ren Co 6Ui TD Bn - l e t Lt HAROLD L HOFFSl 
CO Med Det 6UU IS Bn - Oapt NATHANIEL BBIO 



Losses In Action - Officers and Knlisted Men, 
1. Sngageneotst 

Defense of KLSENBCBM BIDOB 
2. Raaest 

Tec 5 llU.la« L Stephens, 33U18257 (WIA) 
m John M Meehan, 37575li07 (WIA) 

3. KUled i n Actiom None 
lu Wounded i n Actioni Two (2) eallsted iaen« 
$, Missing In Actiont None. 
£. Talcen prisoner t None 
JTormer and Present Httebers who hcT* Distinguished ThemselTss In Action. 
1. Oigagenents s Defense of BL3ENBCBW RIDGE 
2. NsMSi 

1st Lt CLABENCE STEVES, 01822073 
2d Lt (then Ŝ Ŝgt) QUEKTBI M KKLUtl, 01999755 
a/Sgt John B Kirk, 3I1I7I4B7U 

3* Act I 
First Ueutenant CLARENCE STEVES, 01822073, Field A r t i l l e r y (Tank Destroyw) 

t Coî >any A, 6Ul;th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for heroic achleveaent i n 
connection with military operations against the aiMay on 10 Saptaaber I9I4U 

Crco pilboxBS and strong anplaoeBents. Lieutenant STEVES without thought 
for his own safety, exposed hlaaelf to t h i s f i r e to lead his platoon Into 
position to bring f i r e against the positiona. ttie f i r e delivared by hia 
platoon neutraliaad tha enaay f i r e and enabled the attack to continue. 
Entered tha a l l l t a r y earrlce froa m i n o i s . 
Staff Sergeant Quentln M Kelley, 20235806, Field A r t i l l e r y (Tank Destroyer), 
Company A, 6l4Uth Tank Destroyer Battalion, foil heroic achiereaent i n 
connection with a l l l t a r y operations against the enemy on 26 August 19UU 
i n the Ticinity of •»*••», France. Sergeant Kelley moved across 500 yards 
of open terrain under intense enaay a r t i l l e r y f i r e , nroni his expoaad 
position he direotad the movcoent and fir e of h i s platoon with such effect 

: thiit the enemy CP was destroyed, thus aiding materially to the success of 
.j the attack, filtered the military service froo New Jorsey. 

Staff Sergeant John E Kirk, 3U17W7U, Field I r t U l e r y (Tank Destroyer), 
Canpany A, 6i4l»th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for heroic achleveaent i n 
connection with a l l l t a r y operationa against the enemy on 29 August 19UU 
in the v i c i n i t y of •«•»«•, FTanoe. During a night attack, a tank deetroyar 
took the wrong turn, entered enaay held t e r r i t o r y and was caught in a 
tank trap. Without regard for his peasonal safety. Sergeant Kirk organiied 
a patrol and lad i t i n the face of intense enemy small arms f i r e to the 
destroyer's position, and successfully evacuated the wounded and injured 
craw aeobars. His unselfish courage and quick aotion are i n tha highest 
traditions of the military eervloe. Bitared the military sorvioa froa 
North Carolina, 

l u ' lawardsi I 

Three (3) Bronse Star Medals. 

i n the v i c i n i t y of 


