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'SUBJECT: Commondation
T0 S All Units and Attached Units .of the Sth-ﬂrmorod Division.

~.The 9th Armorcd Division has occcomplished tho first military crossing of the
Rhine River since the campaigns of Napoleon, At 1610 hours, 7 Hurch 1945, leading
clements of the 27th Armored Infaﬁtr; Battalion scized and crossed the railroad
bridge over the Rhine at Rommgon. Combat Cowsci:d- "B", supported by the lst Batta=--
lion of the 310%th Infuntry chimont, Company ”o" of the 656th Tank Destroyer Bat- -
talion, tho 482nd Antisircraft Ravtalion and the 400th Field Artillery Battalion
followed rapidly and cstablished a scoure bridgehead.

The initiative, courage and daring of all is deserving of the nlvhost pralso,
This is a noble achicvement which will have a far reaching ‘cffect in the success-
ful prosccution of the war. D e

To all men of this division and the attached units, I cxpress ry sincero ap=
. preciation and praisc for our splendid accomplishments throughout tic advance sinece
crossing thc Rocr River. ' '

z d951ro that this conmgﬁdmtkcn.nu ‘brought to the attention of‘ail’phrsdnnﬁl
off tho dlvilloq ‘aa those--s er”g’Witu us. - :

Lpt ns;a&l Proy. that Gad will have narcy o the cocld of ﬁhq mon. who paid'the
- Supremo' ; s“crlflcc during tnﬂs earpalﬁn.

/s/  John W. Loonurd
/13/ JOHN W, LECWRED
Lﬁ jor Goneral, U, 8. Army
e _ comnandinb
; 1st Ind .
HEADQUARTERS 656TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, APO 230 U. S. Army, 15 March 1945

TO: . All cdmpanics amd Mcdical ﬁcthohﬁcnt, £53th Tank Dostrcyer-Batﬁallon

“7he above commendation is forwarded with a5t pride and sincerc pleasure to
all mombors of this organization who have poriurmed so-valiantly in the advance

Eﬁ‘rom the Rocr River.
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