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Plannins Kioso. ^ 

a. Operation Shinclc, , > 

~ (1) V I Corpa xn^jj v/lthdrcvm f r c ; the vicinity of VENAFRO in the 

c-.rl^ paat of • J.-\nu;-.ry I9I1I4 and bOi;rji planning for Operation 

. ' "Shinclc". ]iirh lijjbto of coordination of AT defense included 1 

( a ) Coordiivr.tion T.-ith G-3 a s orisin-.l-beachhoad objective was not 

suitable for AT dofonso. AB a result, tho projected lino 

\^as extended to the IDLETTA River v/hich ^ave a' more suitable 

road net a n d at t h o sai.ie tine afforded a better natural, 

obstacle on the left flank, 

(b) Coordination \ til the En^^inoors as t o priority of demolitions, 

TiiinQ lajdnn and roadblocks, 

• (c) Coordination betueen British ard Anu:rican units to i n s u r e a d 
equate protection of boundaries. 

( d ) Directives t o units to insure tliat they orbarked adequately 

. equipped v.ath AT means; to assist units having Insufficient 

equipment. • •' 

( e ) Ass'jronce that the l o . i d i n ^ plans \IOTC such that AT v/capons 

•.;0uld be urloadcd early in the landing. 

(f) Check o n .-.uaTiuiiition supply and r c c o r a c n d a t i o n as t o the ratio 
IE t o A P . It lyas decided th.it S0;5 m a n d 20;^ a m o r picrcinr 

(v.'ith base dctonatinf; fuze) Vfould "JO a proper percentage. This 

allotment of ty;x;s has i^roved satisfactory througlibut the oper

ation, 

(c) Pl-ns for A T defense from units to deterninc tjiat all avenues 

; of tank approach '.rerc adequately covered, 

(h) Close liaison w i t h all units t o insure dissendiiation of all 

pertinent i n f o m a t i o n , 

(2) As a result of this pliaso of Operation 31"d.n:-;lo tho necessity for 
tho f olloirin^ appears i 

( a ) The Anti-tr-nk section of cither division or corps should b o i n 
cluded in any planrdnc [yoVL-^ fron bei:;inninc t o completion of plans 

(b) Constant association of the AT Officer T f i t h G-3, G - 2 , and G-i; 
arc imperative in order to advise the General Staff of c a p a b i l 

ities and limitations of T D ' s , of other AT m o a n s , and to assist 

t h e m i n their planning estimates. 

(c) The antiWtanic units involved must be i n f o m e d promptly of 

chr-ngcs and raodific '.tions in pla n s , since the 3m.?llc8t clwnsc 

in plans v d l l affect AT dispositions, ' , 

( d ) All units involved in a n operation must-bo informed of the AT 

plans of the other units so tl-uat complete, detailed coordiaation 

CPJi be attained, ' ' ' 

(e) The Anti-tank defense portion of the CoriM Order moat include 

sixcific instructions as t o locatior;S of demolitions, mines and 

othor passive moons of-defense. 

Operations Phase, ' . .. " . . 

a. Landing Phase, . • 

~ , (1) Only one TD Bn, the 601st HI 3 n attaciied to the 3 r d Division, 
landed in the assault i/ave just .after dav/n. The first 2h hours -

v/cre spent in unloading and assomblinj the battalion in the area 

designated. Due to the s o f t , marshy (jround, considerable v;ork 

Vfas required before all [juna reached the area. Dev/atorproofing 

v/as accomplished' and Ijy the morninc; of D-1-1 tho Dn v/39 rondy j 
for operations. During tliis period tho British Olpt AT 

Regiment v/as in floatinc reserve and quickly available in case 

of noed. 

(2) During this phase organization of the beachhead vras the 
primary concern. Reconnaissance' of the area b y all units \rr.a 
m a d e , positions locitcd, and occupied, and AT positioiis along 

boundaries closely" coordinated. .'A» new units landed constant 

readjustment of cun positions and boundaries vfas nocossarj', 

(3) The landing of tlie 89Uth TD Dn on 26 Janucoy coincided vfith tho 

eneniy counteratU'.ck on the 1st InT Div (Bn) In thc CUUIOCETO 

area w i t h approxinatcly ' 2 0 t a n k s , T.fo companies of tho S9kth 

(under Corps control wore jjlaced in support of thc Ist Div and 

Ranger force \rho uerc operating in thc CARROCETO area, Vno days 

liter tho third company was placed on thc left flank under 

corps control. ' S E C R E T Equals British SECRET "̂ ' 



Offensive Phase. . ... • 

(1) On tlx) 28th of Jfjiurj-y thc Ist T h f Div (3r) started its drive 
toward thc north with C C o , 09lith. attrchod. M-lO's T.'ere cmployod 
as assault guns as r o l l as anti-tank guns and worked vfith tho 
infantry battalions. During this period fighting ivas heavj' with 
numerdjus counterattacks; the lino,-? fluctuated; xmits were cut 
off and thon contact rejoined. • • 

(2) On tho 30th of January tho 3rd Division boe.an its attack bn 
CCISTERMiU Tho 601st TD En suppoi'ted tho attaclc as assault guns 

as v;ell .oa anti-tank. 
( 3 ) In both instances t.orgots of Tank Destroyers'included personnel, 

ho u s e s , strong points, machine guns, vehicles, guns , tanks .and S P 
gun s , 50 c a l , laachino guns v.-ero used by H-lO's constantly and tho 
I(-10's T/ore employed in tho front linos of the'infantry continuousJo'. 

(U)^-Soglnnlng U Fcbruarj'- 19i4li, offensive operations, other'tlian counter-
attaclCT, ceased and tlie VI CoriJS assumed thc dofcnsolvc. 

Defensive Phase, 

( 1 ) During this period most of thc hostile tank action occurred in tho 
AMZIO-AIU'iMO axis from t!ic 2nd to the 19th of February tho enemy 
omplojrcd elements of six divisio'ns on a 3 O O O y.ard f r o n t , and gained 
approBLimatoly 10;000 y a r d s . An estimate of tho enemy armor cmployod 
is 125-150 t.onJffl, including both J«irk IV and Hark VI t:,rpcs. 

( 2 ) From the 2nd to l6th tho 39Uth TD Dn liod tvro companies employed 
in the AMZIO-ALaVKO sector. Gvns w o r e placed v/oll forward to cover 
vital roads and avenues of approach. Hostile ai-tillory and mortar 
fire was intense. By the 5 th of February, C C o , which had been in 
heavy action since t!;o 29th of Janu.ary w a s depicted to approximately 
50^ in strength in both !!-10's and p,rsonnol, T!ic b<alanco of tho 
Company was neali exiiaustion. B Co took ovor some of tho positions 
of C Co so that some relief could be affected. A lull in fighting 
took place for a few Ga>-s and from tho 11th to tlic l6th tho 61^5th 
completed relief of the 69iith in this sector. 

(3) From tho l6th through the 19th the Gcrm.ans made an 3ill out effort. • 
Dxiring this period all 36 U-lO's of tho 6U5th battalion w o r e 
cinployed w i t h seventeen of them l o s t . As a result of tJiesc losses 
one platoon of A Co, 89ljth, v;hich vi-as still conmittod on tho loft 
flank w.as attached to the 61i5th. Also A Co of the 701st (A & C 
Company arrived on 9th Fj,b, balance of Bn on 23rd) vAas placed in 
direct fire positions in vicinity of the overpass to reinforce 

, thc 61i5th. In addition, thc balance of A C o , Ojlith was alerted 
and D Co 89lath v/as attached to tlio 56th Div (Br) v/hich was on 
the left flank of tho Ii5th Division. B^ie 61i5th TD .Bn destroyed 
25 t.anksin these 3 days and tho 701st dosiroycd six. In 
addition', .all TD's fired .at onomj' personnel v i t h 50 c a l . l.f}B 
and 3" guns. Othor targets vrcro houses, maclTino guns and mortars. 

(U) On tho 19th tho 1st ;u:-,raored Division counterattacked w i t h C 
Company of thc 701st attached to ovenTatch thc t a n k s . Tlic action 
was successful asid C C o destroyed tvro tanlcs. 

(5) After tho counterattack thc cnciry fighting ivas reduced t o local 
attacks and patrol skirmishes 'until the 2Gth yihcn the enery had 
regrouped and struck the 3rd Dlvis'ion along its whole f r o n t . Tfho 
usual eneiny tactics of tanks supporting infantry v/as onployod. 
The attack lasted for five days during wliich approximately 75-100 
tanks wore employed by the enorfy. The 601st destroyed 25 during 
this period with tho loss of'no If-lO's although some vroro domogod 

(6) Due to the wide front of the 3rd division and the amount of armor 
available to tho eneniy, C Co'_of'tho 70l3t TD Bn v/as .attached to 
the 601st to provide depth to the'defense as .all guns (36) of tho 
601st were oomnltted in direct fire positions. On It Ifirch onb 
platoon of T! Co xras sent to'3 r d Div .area to protect the c a n a l 
crossing tJE of COl'CA. T h u s , a t o t a l of liO H-lO's were .av.ailablo 
in the sector of the division. (C C o , 791st had onlV; 8 gi:!ns). 
In addition, C Co of the 89l)th was alerted for posjiblo omployinont, 
and the J>alancp, of the 7Clst TD .Sn v/as'. in reserve . 

( 7 ) From 5tfi of LSarch until 25th March only local actions h.avo t.okon 
place. As of 25 I'arch TD units in VI Corps arc w i t h units as 

follov-ra: 3 Co of tlie 09Uth is attached to the 5 Inf Div (DR) ort thc 
]tft flank, A CO of the Q9h^h is attached to t h c 1 Inf Div (Br) on 
tho right flank of 5 Di'v (Dr) r\nl C C o is In Corps Roscrva prcparoa 
to back up sdth.er fon-ard Conpr.nj'. The 6h^*b is vdth the li5th. K v . 
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tlie 60l3t vfith C C o f m i f o f tho GO^th TD Dn (v/hich arrived on thc 

ber.clihoad Jiaroh 11th) is attached to tlie 3rd D i v . Tlie SO^th TD Dn 

(-C C o ) is attac'icd to tho 1st SS Force on tlie coctremo ri;;ht flank. 

The 701st TD Brt is attached to tluj 1st Arnored Division, in Corps 

•' ucservo w i t h thc Divi-sion. This arrangciaont of units covers all 

avenues of approach a n d provides an adequ.'ite TD reserve, 

Conclusiions. i 

(1) One of tho important points brouglit out in "tliis operation has 

boon the necessity for rotation of TD personnel. Forr.iorly tl"!o 

conception efrtyie'.roier.of Tank Destroyers Jias been that of a mobile 

reserve to deepen thio static anti-tanlc guns and to move to tho 

aiea v/here the greatest thxcat developed. In t h o perimeter defense 

of tho JU'IZIO BoacWicad it hf.s been necessary to placd if-lO's in 

t h e front lines often under inten.iittcnt rifle, M Q , mortar and 

artillery f i r e . Th.e continuous presence of enemy tanks in tho 

area necessitated that TD crews be alfcrt constantly. Losses in 

crews and H-lO's w e r e ha-.vy, As a result considerable reservo had 

to bo maintained not oiHy to reinforce, but to replace 

individual guns or u n i t s . . ' 

(2) Tho use of T D ' s as jinti-tarJc guns sited behind a house or in a hu^l 

defilade position viaiting f o r tanks to appear has boon t l i c chief 

method utilized. Terrain of tho beaclJ-e:id is frequently bare of 

cover and ground is often marshy. This condition h ^ s restricted . 

TD novoraent clilufly to roads and pravcnti.c' •.lovcr.iont to'meet the taijlis 

has been impracticable. Against the mass of artillery, mortar, S P 

and t a n k fire t l i a t t h c e n e n y employed during his attacks the only 

sure w a y to cover a ro 'uto of onen^'' tank approach v/r.s to actually 

have the A T dispersed in mutually supporting positior^s to cover 

approaches. 

(3) It is pertinent hero to point out a -aeakness in our present a n t i 

tank moans, 'do asaumo that nn infantrj'- anti-t-'uilc fan oncd placed in 

position \/ill be there w h e n t h e eneraj'' taiiks approach. Ilavever, no ' 

provision is made t o r r a i i - i t a i n ooramunication (other tlian -visual) 

with these guns. T h u s , i f a 57mm crov/ or gun is knocked out or 

overrun there is no vfay bf i'.na.-iij-ig about it and an approach that 

s._eras to bi - v.ell covered may actually have no protection,' Wire is 

not satisfactory as it cannot bo maintained. Accordingly, it 

appears advisable t h a t each infantry or to-.ved anti-tank gun crow be 

equipped w i t h a r.idio to e:iablo commimioation ivith thc platoon and 

company comi^iander. In tho case of the Tanic Destroyers a radio in 

each M-10 provides tliis necessarj'- comm.unication. 

(i)) Another problem of anti-tank defense is the necessity of giving 

closo support to advancing or vj-itlidravdng t r o o p s . It lias proven 

impractical to move tCT,<ed a n t i - t : : i k guns in fonvard {iireas in daylight 

due to tliin skinned prime raovurs and inadequate proteotipn for crei/s 

W i l l i e going into positioi.s. During the houi-s of darkness only can 

the towed anti-tank guns b e placed in forward positionsc 

(5) jVnother problem is thc limited traverse of t l i e tOived anti-tank gun. 

In several instances attempts liave been nnd.. to novo the trails to 
fire in another direction vri.th the result tliat the gun crow -.las 

destroyed or neutralized b y hostile-fire, T / i t h emphasis on 

concealment and idnimuj:i of movement it '..iust b e appreciated t h a t the 

tovfed g-on generally ccji oaly fire in^thc direction in which it is 

sited at t l M o f attack. It follwrs therefore th.at the M-10 la tho 

most economical AT w e a p o i due to its ability to flro promptly in anjr 

direction. 

(7) Tho tactics of tlic onei.-;- in employing infantry and tanks together 

necerisitatc our placing a large nu;riber of anti-t'.nl: guna and TD's 

on or n o a r tho front line in order to b e in r a n g e of tlio t a n k s 
following tho infantry. I n m n y cases the Doche tanlts follo-.v a t a 
distance of api-rordmatcly 1000 yards and as many ?/erc 1,3c VI's only 

the 3 " c u n could fire on t'lem v/ith. effect. During tlio major Qcnaan 

attack, enemy infantrj' overran th.^ anti-tank positions before they 

could flro a round at ene;.y tanks . A l s o , several attacks v/crc 
ne-do a t nigh.t v d t h no t c i i l c s involved a j id AT gun crev/s were overr'xn. 

As a result, two su;;CC3tions r.re ra:ado v M c h ni^ h t :.lloviato tl-Io 
difficulty. 
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(a) Every anti-tank (nin sliould be cblo to fir9 on cnory personnel 

vrith HE. AppraxiiKT.tely lO^b o f thc fightint pcrsornel of a r o g l -

ncnt arc anti-tank c r c / s . The added fire payer in support of 

the infantry, inight save a critical situation and keep tlio gun 

in operation. 

(b) Anti-tank guns r,iust be able to fire at n i g h t . To permit 

observed f i r e s , oonc type of ilarc nh.ould bo devised in order 

to sec w h a t tho encn;' is doing at night and allov/ A T ,gunfiro 

as in t h c daytlno. It is pertinent t h a t t h o oneny lias a 

yclloiT flare vrtiich. lights up an ar^a for about five ninutes. 

( 7 ) One o f the most interesting dcvelopnents in tactics la thc 

artillerj'-Tc.nk Destroyer team. ThJough.out this c:̂ jii;air:n tank 

destroyer OP's frequently ots^jrvcd for division and corps artillery 

o n all tj^os o f targets. In one instance a TD Compary Corar.iandor, 

vfliile his I D ' S were firing on tanks at closer r a n g e s , adjusted 

corps artillery on tanlcs out o f range of liis own TD's and in 3 

days dostfoj'cd 15 tanks and d-r.iajjed several otliers. In another 

instance tho artill(;ry and TD'i v/oro tied in s o w e l l that the 

artillery fired a concentration on enery tanks and infantry to 

cover the TD's vfh.o-noved into firing position and destroyed 

3 tanlcs and dispersed thc rest. 7/herover the eneny uses tanks 

a n d infoitry together such TD-/irtillerj' tearavork is essential 

t o break u p a deterndnod attack. Tills is also a reason for tho 

reserve company of a TD Bn to be in indirect fire positions so 

th-.t it Can cover tho fonvard companies w h o are. in direct'fire 

positions. 

( 9 ) As teawfork is th.e essence of success, thc attaching o f a H) 
Dn to each division on a contlnucus basis is essential. Only • 

b y constant working together c a n tho tricks o f combat be refined 

and confidence in one another be established. For OKamplc, a TD 

Compary had-destroyed several tanlcs but the enemy vras retrieving 

tl CTi during tlio right. EJr getting together v d t h the Infantry a 
tiip-.wasJlaid, on the next night, v/lien tho Germans att.-mptcd 

recovery thc infanbry mortars put u p some flares v / l i l l e tho TD's 

shot up tho eno;;̂ '- recovery crev/s. Anotiier example is the 

employment of this same Company's guns .;n roving gun missions 

during t!io night. Prisoners of "Jar state it is very effective. 

(9) TlUs o.x;rntion ]a:ovides innumerable examples of tho TD's being 

used in other tlian anti-tanlc roles. It h a s been a frequent 

occurrence for an infantiy company conmander to ask the TD'S to 

shoot-up. a house containing enemj- personnel. This is acco;nplishcd 

'by indirect flro -./hen possible, otherwise f r w . dii-eot iijco 

positions. Utilizing I3-delay fuze, armor piercing vdth a base 

detouitint- fuze and iS-f-izo-quick, excellent results arc obtalnod. 

Such nis:)lons should be encouraged so that full advantage o f tho 

w e a p o n can be taken, 

(10) A variety of connunicatlons aro essential to obtain maximum 

coordination and officienc"/. Every TD Bn can bo reached b y 
telephone through ti/e different channels. The Corps A n t i - t a n k 
warning llet is maintained 2U hours a d a y vdth all battalions 

in tho n e t . Each Bn is on thc division net w i t h the divisions 

to v/hich attached. liaison officers vdth radios aro at those 

hoadquartcfs a l s o . In addition, roving liaison officers contact 

all otlicr TD units daily. An average of 3 OP's per battalion 

are also maintained, Xll uf tlioae oh.annels of conmunlcatlon aro 

desirable to k e e p i:a.;k Destroyers abreast of t l i c situation, 

(11) Passive moans of anti-tanlc defenso have be ,n used extensively 

h e r e . In tho constant sldftlng and regrouping of units required 

in any similar operation, indiscriminate riino laying, demolitions 

and road crating iTOst bo closely controlled. Caref-ol planning a n d 
w i d e distribution of i n f o m a t i o n is necessary to ensure against 

casualties '.of our own persorincl a n d equiiment. Res pons iliity for 

executing demolitions must b e clearly defined and a l l persons 
operating in tho r j e a informed o f t h c p l a n . 

Sumn-ary. 

> Regardless of tho oo'iolon involved, it is essential that tho follotfing 

bo recornizedt 

(1^ . The A T Officer W e s t bo infon . ied promptly of eneny information, of 

, contemplated opci-ations and plans, and must be included in all p l a n -

S i n g . Corrverse?_y, tho recommcndaticns of the A T Officer shotiLd be r e 
quired in "il natters pertaining to anti-tank d e f e n s e , Otherrisc his 
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uacfulnefls fta a staff officer la ni}-j coiifuaioa and inefficient 

protection v/ill result. Tie foregoinc neoesjitatoo frequent 

consultation of the AT Officer bj- the conn i:uidcr and action on the 

part of thc various staff sectioi.s to insure that the A T Officer 

hp continuously in thc picture. This cannot be accoaplished by 

the encr.gy .and iidtiativc of tho AT Officer alone. 

(2) In order to be efficient the defense .against hostile a m o r nuot 

bo a planned disposition v/l.ich incorporates all avail.ablo means 

after ifcighing ener.y cap.abilitios. l'.a;-d. .-.-m protection w i l l only 

result: fron careful utillz.ation of terrain for siting of weapons 

and as obstacles to enemy tank'sj from careful intoijjration of all 

anti-tank weapons in .accordance vdth. their carjabilities; from 

m£'xii.iu:n use of demclitionB end mine fields carefully ooordin;'.ted 

v d t h weapon locations and natur.al obstacles; fr'.>m the closest 

coop.,ration on the part of local infantry groups; r.ixi from intimate' 

integration not only into the artillery plan b u t , equa].ly important, 

th.c fire plan of all infantry' v/eapons. 

(3) In order to accomplish thc foregoing it should bo exceptional for 

Tank Destroyer units attr.ched to a division to bo furtlior attached 

to regiments or lovrcr u n i t s , l̂ ie anti-tank defense of the division 

must be a divisional diapos'ition in v m i c h all division v/eapons .are 

dispose according to their capa.bilitios to include tlio bazookas, 

the 37nu and 57nm g'ons r.iid tho cannon companies. 

Missions should be ji.ven to tarJc destroyer unit comnandors in terms of 

.areas, routes or localities, and tlx disposition of tlie gans loft to 

tho TD Commander. Ot.licrwise improper use of tho TD gur_s v d l l result. 

Local infantry commanders arc prone to dispose TD guns in localities 

w h i c h lii.dt fields of f i r e , or in exposed positions wliich do not 

po:.mit tlie advantage of h.uj.l defilade. , 

A T defense between .adjacent units and localities m u s t be'carefully 

ooordirffltcd to include definite fixing of responsibility, mutual 

assistance by f i r e , constant liaison, communication ajid intorghango 

of infors.iation. 

Vfiiere operations arc lilcely to be continuous .and prolonged, a portion 

of each TD Itottalion shovdd be rot.ained in reserve to pen'dt 

rotation either oi single H-lO's or plat ons for piirpose of regt 

01 crews and maintenance of oquiixient. 

It is impc"a.ative that TD uhits pajfcticipato in c.:)mbined training vdth 

iid'antry .and .artillor;; to the riaximuii extent possible prior to active 

operations. V/lierever pr.acticablc thc same TD battalion sliould 

habitually operate witii tive sam.e division in order that th.o most • • 

intii:iato acquaintance and understanding may bo developed and naintained. 

This opcr.ation lias brouglit out the following r.g.arding'training of 

TD personnel; 

(1) All crevfs should bo proficimit in indirect f i r ^ . * 

(2) Trained vfire men sliould be provided in each company. 

(3) Replacements for every job must be traj.nod. 

(U) Definite stops '.lust bo taken to insure that tho pioneer platoon 

is tr.ained in m i n t o n a n o e and co^istructlon of roads to gun 

positions and construction of positions. 

(5) The maxi.iiiun number of cannoneers should bo trained and all ID 

personnel tr.".injd to re.ad maps and operate Fl'. r a d i o , 

(6) Insure that TD personnel k n w encTy tricks. 

Equipment clianges or additions as follavs liave been indicated b y thds 

operation. 

(1) Some added armor protection shn-old be added on bottom of M-8 

and 11-20. 
(2) 3.all-B;junted . 3 0 or . 5 0 caliber l.iG is needed on 1,1-10, for fire 

agair.st grouiid targets. 

(3) Annor protection for feadiator of Li-lO is needed, 

(U) Clievron tyix tread on 1.;-1C w i l l improve the capr.bility of thc 

v e h i c l e . 

(5) An indopcndent batter-/ charger for each. M-10 is seriously n-eded. 

( 6 ) ;anor plate br.ttcry box in M-10. 
(7) Provddo uDrlglits in .-Ammunition racks of M-lOfls 
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h, Tlic follCTdne polnta ronardin; anploynont of TD Tlnits sliould bo 

" emphasized J 

(1) Iixfantry must insure local security of M-10. 

(2) •.ih.erv.vor possible, reco:inoit^r and pre;5aro positions for 

Jii-lOs prior to occupationj reconnaissance bj' C O of unit 

to occup-y. 

(3) Insure that AT C^ns r.ro mutually supportinc. 

/ t / ivji-vB s . a'liEy 
Drigadicr Gener:-.l, U. S . Army , 

Anti-Tank O f f l c o c 
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• IIFrXUARTERS ?OxS': T A W : DESTROYER BATTALION 

. ^ A.P.O. 2 5 1 , U . S . Anay . . • 

... • • ' 1 4 MarclV 19/;A 

Summary of oper-r-.tionS of your P.attal.ion'and. Companies b y appropriate pcrioda 

,10 Feb - 8 H a r 1 9 4 4 ) : ' x ' ' ' :X 

••««'•'••'• . Afternoon of the 7th. of February at a:5rro3djaato{i.y 1500 h o u r s , orders v/ere 

?isiW<'" received from the Comraandi.:;g G e n e r a l , 11 Corjis, attaching two comprj-Lica of the 701 : 

TD B n to VI C o r p a , "A" And "C" Conpanisa v/^ro choson fci'r %ida ttttuolumnt anc'i ship-'., 

ncnt t o thu Anzio Bonchheart. The followinf, r.errJ.ng rt O6OO liours, P Fcbrunxy, "A" 

and "C" Coi.ipsnieo left the CatiHXno aector fev i',iy.ida to ei:ibi',.fk on L S T ' s bouru.1 for , 

the Anzio b e a c h h e a d . Due to li.»iii:ed a w a n t of chipyanr: sjiace ava;iJ.able at time of 

shipnent the companies v/ere encouraged to take v/ichthsm a mininura nwibor of v e h - , ,' ' 

i c l e s . Each caiiparc,' erabar!;ed vrith 12 M - l O ' s , 1 T ~ 2 ; 2 Hcdf-tracks ( H - 2 ) , 4 2-2 T o n ' 

6x6 Trucks.- (1 ifaint. Truck and 3 ammunit'.on t r u c k s ) , and 5 h ton Truolcs, "A" Con-

' ,? ••• o.?ny 8hipt,x;d v.lth 4 officers and 93.enlj'"ted m e n ; "C" Cornpeny vdth 6 officers mtd 

V;';.'̂ . 109 enlisted'men. . ' 

_ Thu iZonvoy left ^ttsi,da at 1 9 0 0 h o u r s , 6 F e b r u a r y , bound for Anisio; hov;ever, 

J:,'.-', lue .to' rou(.'ii sea'the copvdy was forced to return to vicinity of Maple:) hai-ber rherc , 

•• -"^^^i.' W'^e follo-d.ng, day vaa sreiit'.ln a n c h o r . The following d a y at 2045 liours, the convoy 

l;;.r'yi . of L S T ' a ••r'ce .sfoin hofdod for An^io wiiero it dookcc" at Of'.OO hours,'-lO Febru.arjr. 

!,'."|'.i.i' , The unto?din,- he-f^n ?t 0900 hoursi v/ithout luiduo difficulty and idthout incident 

|; The companies olosei-: in the First ^Vrmorcd Division £isse.i*ly area in vicirdty of 86. 

' ] , ; ' • ' at 1 1 0 0 hours, T h e afternoon of the 10th F e b . , enemy aircraft dive-bonbe'.' a n d . 

strsfed the assembly ore? without -.'inflicting tny casvinlties o n either "A" or "C- ..: 

''^''i'::-.'....'companies. . .,, '\.,...'..' ;.• '.. / . ^ / " ^ '.;:••''-

i • !• , The raorninf of tne 11 February, ''A" and "C" Companies were attached to First 

\rmored Division ' i-t.illcry to support the fires of the 27th -and 91st Ariaorcd Field 

'irtiller?/Pattalion,?; "A" Company recorjioitci-od and occupirxl indirect fire positiau: 

in vicinity of 8495-2400; "C" Comp.^.nj- reconnoitered and occupied indirect, fire po s i -

d o n s in vicinity of 853-249. The reii.-dnder of thc day'v;a.s spent b y thc c o m p r m a s •-

)reparing for the artillery role.' The A>\'. B.attalions surveyed srx\d in 

.-.he guns of "A" ejid "0" Companies; the 9l3t AFA B n vdth >'A" Co.Lip.an;.'; .the 2'/'th,/fA • -

,n vdth " C ' Company. ''A" and 'IC' Companies set up ovni Fi^e Dii'cctdon C e n t e r s . ' - . 

- The afternoon-of 11 February, C o l . Daniels, Division"Artlllerj'-, 1st .Uraored 

d v l E i o n ; Lt.'V.-'right, A Company; and C a p t . Childs,' C Co.-?.piiny reconnoitered for alter-

lete direct fire'po,'3itions. in the vicinity o f the "Flsrovor". "A" Company chose 

loaitions fo the left and "C" Company, to the right of the "Flyover". . . 

- "A" and "C" Companie.'s supported thc fires iSf the 91st pnd 27th AF/, Battaliois 

•espective.lv .from the 12th to 17th• F e b r u t . . L.'.to in.the afternoon of the 17th 

'ebruar;/, -•-.rordnu'.tely 1730 h o u r s , '•'!•." C >mpai:iy v/as ordcded b y the 1st Arr.ioreo Div 

t o take uo'direct fire positions in t h e •.icinlty of tho "Flyover". "A" Company dis-

•Isced forward I'-^nedlately on order in j, d - t a h k positions; one platoon in vici.-iity ' 

^56286, one in vici!d.ty of 8 4 5 2 9 0 , ;?nd oi.e platoon in vicirdty of 820i9G. The pla-" 

oons closed in the positions -at 2300 h o u r s , 17 February'. "C" Com.p.atjiy reavdnod in ' 

indirect fire pos'Ltions in support,of 27th /JA B n . 

"A" Company received heavy enemy counter-battery fire the folloi/inft-day, de-

pite the fact that none of the gvms vired a round of eiiimunition. The rdght of 1 6 - ' 

,9 February enemy artillery fire increased in intensity on .?11 f'or\-/ard position.'^, 

t 0400 hours, 19 February-, a strong enemy infantiy attack 'supi'iortGd by tanlcs movdJ 

orm the Albsno-Anzio road. The cnony ticks'in supixii-t of t.hc attacl: were Uaxk IV'0 
nd iik V l ' a . Enemy armor was engf'ged throughout the morning'by ;ill three p l a t o o n s . 

.••'The Becon" pl.-.toon, having the b e a t field of, fire from vrlcinity of 845290, 

«as credited with t w o . a : VI's end 5 M k I V ' s . The 'enemy armor was cn.^aged at ranges 

roci LlOO to 12C0 y s x d s . In the afternoon of 19 Fcbruaiy, thc first platoon fired 

t an infantry concentration vdth cirect fire; f.nd, (vLthough ti:c sffect v.'?.,'.; veiy good 

'.le Ist platoon v/as forced to evacuate their positions in vicinity of 8 5 6 2 8 6 , 

"A" Compaiy continue)" to occupy cdreot fire !X)oitions 'in thc vicinity of t h e ' 

aemy ection. 

•'.': V. S. Q 111 L ^ ? . I l l I A h : ••/̂ '̂ ''̂ '•x'r'̂ :̂!i«,>̂ -y--i''':̂  •̂ '•J'.,i'̂ ':i;̂ ::.: 



^ctruAry tiirt • -.th drcv bo .iiv^ascuvlfily area in vicirdty of 86522?;.,- The" ocilocS fi 

Kebn.iaiy tli 8 liarch was,'spent ifi rehabilitation, rjid.trainiln,'? of :rtS\ jim'.crt-iii;,:. 

.i'-'̂'V,. • . ,"C" Company dlspD.nccd Ton-'ardto occupy direct fire pc-ition-^, on the nl^,,':»^^ 

v ' of 19-20 fobrupryj ,one platoon in vicinity of 865205» one in vicinity of 512r£0 r 

_' oneplatofin straddled the Anzio-;dbano ro.-'.d'in, •/:"'clnity of S60253.' .Th.6 foLloY.dnjS 

v.. dfiy, 20' F e b r w r y , . the,second platoon dif;p3.pcad forrrrd .fri-'m \ic.\nl1r,' of 9122f!0 on ' 

, reconnelssance in force with tv.nks of lot A m o r c d IlCjT.ijnci-t. ,Ei.esiy aimor w.ic cii''- ,'j r 

'•'/, pppedin.vicinity'of C.T. di prdigllono and one" f 1 IV and on': i/k \'l-'m.s d e s t r o y e d . ,''-

r;'^,The en^p'.eniEnt reeultnd In.thc loss of 2 K - l O ' e ; one .«-li,htly d.-.iaged end the othi ••;'• . 

•' irith a direct hit on the t u r r e t ; Ealvage-ablo. The,third platoon moved, f^jrward fro •' 

•X,.vicinity of 865285 with tanks fron"..the ^rd^Pattaiioni• 1 s t 'Armored.P.sgjjncnt" o n •'.-..•."•/jj 
rec.onnsiss.'ncf' in force'up Rnilroad Bed tovi.ard C a r r o c c t o . f r e platoon adv'rr.ced • -

•'•;•„ fonr/>rd to vicinltv'of 9 0 u 2 9 0 , with d r w i n g to posltlors in, vicitdty.of 91'.>2!j0 at. ,.' 

t,;-; :• dusk.. T h e 2nd end ?rd platoon remaii.cd in.tho v i c i n i t i e s ' 9 2 2 2 9 0 - ' a n d 912290, 
'.•^,v'respectively until the ni ht of 22-23 Fcbnitry the 2nd. p.\atoor, movsd to the v i c t n U •,.• 

.' ' of 860253, relieving one section of t -o Ictplatoon in that area a n d .bhe 3rd platooi.', 

-,ri moved to vicinity loft of the ''Fly«vt to relieve, one {)latoon of "A'- Conp.aiTV. 

u--'-:'-''̂ -":'..- ' ' V ' " - r î -'•;:.-••,•.>•;'• •-;V,'̂ 'v: ',•:': • :. .'•• "-f•,;;N > iV;^:;'-; 
-* , O n 23 F e b r u a r y , "C" CorapSiiy was ordered tb'reconnoiter for, indj.rect-..fire, • ' i, 

positions in vicinity of ;8923. . The night cf 24 -25 February,'9 guns.of, "C" C o m p r r y j ' 

• Vi. 'aovcd iirtrf) indirect fire positions,in vicinity-cf 897237 , in suppoi-t of firar. of,t!'.^> 

9lEt AFABh.- With this move t o indirect .fire positions "C" Comprny reverted b a c k ' 

•>':.. to battalion c o n t r o l . ' •- :'• • > ; '•• :• , ' ? ' '> - -• , ; i ' ; .'• •. i. 

The Bomifig of 25 Februrrj' tlio remainder of thu''7Cl' T D B n landed at' Atizlo 

: V ' ' / comprising HoAdquortoro. anil Hpadcjuartcrii, Company^ UKOi,'.nna:'.coi",nc« 'Qo'4.pnnji; stift B • 

•'•'>.„-. C o m p a n y , The followinft day"f;" Cpmp.any:;iK<vcd. from assembly area'.at Q66231 to- "C"; 

Compenies old, indirect fire positidns in vicinity of ^522;;8 to sup-pwrt flres/of..th.•J:^:;.; 
• '>.-! '27th Bftt.tnl-iriri'; • "ifH " rihnrnnnv-'f-i-rBH'-i'n t h n ',^th A F A B n until- the' 59t!:''%'* ?7th A?A B,attali'on'i;'''B"Cbmpar^^^^^ 

, of Februory •'•'••fin i t .wa.9 o M c r c d to'Jiitbyoytp-tho Co In thij Conca a r e a , oy:d'.--''.W 

g-̂ . platoon was attached Jo-the 601 TD D'rt 2 pictoo'ns. occupltid indirect fire. f K J o i - i ' ^ - - | 

•vf-;fii'.daion;. f;5jj"'.';t.trchcd t^.'lhfe 6<^ TDj.Tirl'tb. strengthen, tho'-'anti-ttnk'defenses i n the 


