
D I A R T 
^ 701ST TANK DESTROTER BK, 

Dec. 15, 19la - Ordwr actiratad at 9i% strength. Lb. Cal. Bmsm owmandlng. 
Jaa. 1, 19U2 - R«e«lTBd f i r s t aadal af 37 3P Fsrd swamp baggy. Tested and fired 

•rer a peried ef twe menthii. 
Jaa. 10, 19U2 - Receired 160 replacements fr«i AFRTC, Ft. Khex, Ky, 
Jan. 12, 19U2 - First Range practice at OP 6. Tenp. 10 deg. balenr sere. i 
Jan. 20, 19U2 - Mered f r m i n i t i a l area (new barracks adjeining the $th D i T i s i p a r e * — 

(knewn as tent city)) te eld 69th AR area west ef tracks. Ft. Knex, tj^W 
Jaa. 21, 19U2 - Racennaissance C««̂ >any activated. Lt. lalker cenmanding. 
Feb. 1, 19u2 - Received 2$0 replacements f m Camp Vheeler, Oa. 
Feb. 20, 19U2 - Received next aedel ef 37SP aeunted en Dedge 3/U T truck. Original 

axaaaent} 14-37*8, 8-75's tewed M-3 82i8, 
Mar. 1, 19U2 - New 75SP«s rwseived, ^ 75«s, beth tewed and SP turned i n . 
Mar. 10, 19U2 - First preblaa participated in \ij battalien was CPJI in f i e l d at Ft. Ka«u 
Apr. 2, 19U2 - Fire in Hq. Ce. and Ren Ge. meter shed. Several tracks damaged and 

persanal equipment ef f eur men destreyed. 
Apr. 2, 19U2 - Abeut 5 SCR 5l0'8 received. 
Apr. 6, I9U2 - Hheeled vehicles everland en feur day trip te Dix. Heather} Geld and 

rain. Herale: Qeed. 
Apr. 9, I9U2 - Track vehicles te Ft. Dix, N, J. by r a i l . Strength upen leaving Knex 

was 3U Officers, including Chaplain larmeuth, and 760 enlisted mm. 
May 15, 19U2 - Fi r s t real 75SP range practice at Ft. Dix, N.J, A l l crews get sUrted 

successfully. 
yo, I9U2 - Battalien entrained at Ft. Dix, detrained at Jersey City, Pier 7 te f.S. 
S. Themas H. Berry enreute te Belfast via Halifax. All vehicles and impedimenta 
previeusly prepared fer shipment en carge vessels te Ireland. 

June l l , I9U2 - Disembarked at Belfast, N.I, Entrained te statiwis as fellewss 
Hq. Ge., "G" Ce. and detachnent ef Medics to Camp Ballykinler, Ce. Dewn. "A** Ge. 
te Newcastle, Co. Down, "B** Ce. te Downpatrick, Co. Down, and Ren Ce and detach­
ment ef Medics te Cressgar. 

June 18, I9U2 - Major Harrison King assumed camnand ef battalien. 
June 25, I9U2 - Fired demonstration for King and Queen ef ftigland, aleng with ether 

units ef 1 AD, Corp. Sterna, later k i l l e d in action in N. Africa, gunner. 
Veiy impressive. 

Aug. 6-6, I 9 U 2 . - Participated in preblm DEFIANCE as a battalien, along with 3rd Bn., 
13th AR. Attached to British 6 l s t Inf. Division under Brigidier Hairidns. 
Maneuvered from Ballyaure and Ballyclaire north. H i ^ y successful. 

Oct, 3, I9U3 - "B", "C" cos and 1 platoon of Ren Co under Lt. anith plus a detachnent 
ef Medical Detachment moved out frcm respective statians in N. Ireland fer 
destinatim unknenn via Macclesfield, Sig, u< C ^ " - ^ , 

RECORD OF EVENTS OF "B" CO;,, "C" CO, AND DETACHMENTS WILL BE FOlND IN S¥CCKBDINO 
PAGES TAKEN FROM DIARY 3¥BMITTED BT RESPECTIVE WITS. 

Oot.*4i, 19U2 - Hq. Co., "A" Co., Ren C e I t . Smith's platoan and M^lical Detachment 
^ entrained at Tullymurry, Co. Down, N.I. under cover of d«6rkness for Belfast. 

Eknbaiiced at Belfast, disembarked azul entrained at Stranrear, Scotland, detrained 
at Stoke-on-Trent, Bhg. Traveled by convoy to Tytherington Hall, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, England. Wheeled vehicles crossed I r i s h Sea via Lame te Stranrear 
via convay to Macclesfield. Track vehicles moved via train from Newcastle, N.I. 
to Lame to Stranrear via cargo vessel te Steke-on-Troat via train, te Maccles­
f i e l d via convoy 



Oct. Hr - 31> I9U2 - Tytherinfton H a U , M a c c l e s f i e l d , ^ l a n d . I s u a l Oarrisen 
d u t i e s . C«abat trainiAg. P r e p a r a t i m f e r Bevenent ef v e h i c l e s and persennel 
i n twe greups ( I I - Hq c e . , and I I I - "A" C e . , Ren C e . ) . 

Mev. 1-8, 19U2 - Tytheringten H a l l , M a c c l e s f i e l d . - Same. 
Nev. 9, I9U2 - Qreup I I v e h i c l e s t e L i v e r p e e l , England for shipment v i a cargo v e s s e l s 

to North A f r i c a . S/Sgt Murray and T-U Warner, Hq. Ce. on DS with v e h i c l e s . 
Nov. 10-19, I9U2 - I s u a l d u t i e s - combat t r a i n i n g - preparation of Qroup I I I v e h i c l e s 

for shipment, 
Nov. 20, I9U2 - L t . C e l . King with four o f f i c e r s a iKi f i v e Q i l i s t e d men to U v e r p e o l , 

aigland as advance d e t a i l aboard HMT Otranto. Col . King assumed duties of OC 
Troops for Qroup I I personnel movement. 

Nov. 22, I9U2 - Qroup I I personnel movement (16-0, 2U9-EM) entrained a t M a c c l e s f i e l d , 
aig. at 0830 hrs for L i v e r p e s l ^ Eng. Detrained and boarded HMT Otranto, 
dest ination unknown. (Group I I included two o f f i c e r s and $6 EM of Ren Co) 

Nov, 23-26, I9U2 - Gro\;q) I I aboard HMT Otranto l a y anchored i n R i v e r Mercy, L i v e r p o o l . 
Nev. 27, I9U2 - HMT Otranto s a i l e d from Liverpool f o r North A f r i c a 12U5 hours. S h i p ' s 

Staff composed of o f f i c e r s and e n l i s t e d personnel of 1 AD with C e l . King ef 701st 
as OC Troops. Staff proved to be highly e f f i c i e n t and unusually s u c c e s s f u l with 
s h i p ' s administration thoughout the voyage. 

Nov. 28-30, I9U2 - At Sea aboard HMT Otranto. Sea: Generally calm. Sane seasickness 
i n forward part of ship one day but morale of a l l t r o ^ s running h i | ^ . ( F u r t h e r 
informatian regaixling voyage a v a i l a b l e i n I/-15 f i l e - C e l . K i n g ) . 

Nov 23-30, 19U2 - Group I I I - Tytheringtwi H a l l - I s u a l d u t i e s . Qreup I I I v e h i c l e s 
i n convey to Newport on Nov 2Uth f e r shipment to North A f r i c a i n cargo v e s s e l s . 

Dec.li4-19U2 - Qreup I I - At sea aboard HMT Otrante enroute t e N. A f r i c a . Weather: 
Generally calm. Vezy l i t t l e s e a s i c k n e s s . Morale: S x c e l l e n t . 

Dec. SS, 19it2 - aroup I I - At anchor i n harbor at U b r a l - ^ . One a l e r t : Twe 
I t a l i a n s rode i n t o harbor on torpedo w i t h i n t e n t i o n s ef fastening mine t e 
s h i p , p o s s i b l y the Otranto, Much a c t i v i t y but no damage suffered. 

Dec. 1-8, I9U2 - Qroup I I I - Tytheringten H a l l - I s u a l d u t i e s and combat t r a i n i n g , 
Dec. 9, I9U2 - Qreup m ("A" Ce. and b a l . of Hen Ce not i n dPoup n ) l e f t g a r r i s o n 

at Tytherinton H a l l , M a c c l e s f i e l d , England a t 08OO h r s enroute t e Pert ef 
Embarkation at L i v e r p o o l , England. Boarded HMT Etapress ef Canada at^^l200 hours, 

Dec, 9, I9U2 - Qreup I I - aboard HMT Otrante, s a i l e d from Q i b r a l t a r f e r M e r s - a L - B s b l r , 
A l g e r i a , N,A, Weather: Calm and waza, , 

Dec. 10, 19li2 - Group I I - Disembarked at M e r s - e l - K e b i r , A l g e r i a , N, A f r i c a a t lUOO 
hours, Qatrucked and preceded to A s s i Ameur, E s t a b l i s h e d camp and s e c i i r i t y , 

Dec, 10, I9U2 - Group I I I - at anchor aboard HMT Ekupress of Canada i n R i v e r Mercy, 
L i v e r p o o l , England, 

Dec, 11-13, 19U2 - Group I I I - Left Liverpool Dec. 11, 19h'2 at llU5 hours enroute to 
North A f r i a a . Yfeather: l i g h t fog and r a i n thruough Dec 13, 19U2. 

Dec. l i ; , I9U2 - Group I I - loved to S a l i e s d 'Arzeu, l e f t A s s i Ameur O9OO hours, 
a r r i v e d 1000 hours. E s t a b l i s h e d camp and s e c u r i t y . 

Dec. l li-17, I9U2 - Group I I I - Aboard HMT Qnpress of Canada. Wsather: Stormy, Sea: 
Very rough - excessive amount of s e a - s i c k n e s s among troops. Morale: E x c e l l e n t , 

Dec. 18-20, I9U2 - Group I I I - Aboard HMT anpress of Canada. Ifeather: Warm and 
c l e a r . Sea: Calm. Morale: E x c e l l e n t . 

Dec. 21 , I9U2 - Group I I I - Disembarked HIT Empress of Canada at JKers-el-Kebir, 
A l g e r i a , N. A f r i c a at 1700 hours. Rejoined Group I I at b a t t a l i o n bivouac area 
at S a l i e s d'Arzeu - 5 miles e a s t of S t . Louis aid approximately 30 miles SE 
of Oran. Vfeather: Heavy r a i n s causing excessive muddy conditions i n and around 
bivouac area. Morale: E x c e l l e n t . 

Dec. 21-31, I9U2 - S a l i e s d 'Arzeu. F i e l d d u t i e s . General a l e r t ordered I83O hours 
Dec. 2 i i th. Admiral Darlan a s s a s s i n a t e d . 

Jan. 1 - 8 , I9U3 - I n bivouac at S a l i e s d'Arzeu (nicknamed_.gamp IBud) F i e l d d u t i e s . 
Jan. 8, I9U3 - Track v e h i c l e s from S a l i e s d'Arzeu to Koro ol KebaJ,- loaded aboard 

cargo v e s s e l for shipment to P h i l l i p v i l l e (personnel vrent with v e h i c l e s ) , landed 
a t p h i l l i p v i l l e Jan. 11, 19U3, proceeded v i a convoy to B a t t a l i o n bivouac area 
i n Oued Seguin a r e a . 



J a n , 9, 19h3 - Wheeled v e h i c l e s (and personnel) l e f t Saiies d 'Arzeu bivouac area 
on fo\ir day movement enroute to Oued Seguin a r e a , Bivouaced that night at 
O r l e a n s v i l l e , Traveled by day, 

J a n , 10, I9U3 - L s f t O r l e a n s v i l l e i n blackout, t r a v e l e d by day, bivouaced that night . 
at I ' A r b a , A l g e r i a , 

Jan, 11 , I9U3 - I>eft I ' A r b a i n blackout, bivouaced that night on road approximately 
20 miles itest of S e t i f , A l g e r i a , 

Jan. 12, I9U3 - Left bivouac area a t dawi for D i v i s i o n assembly area i n Oued Seguin ' 
a r e a . E s t a b l i s h e d camp and s e c u r i t y i n bivouac at Oued Seguin area li|00 h r s , 

J a n . 13, 19U3 - Pioneer platoon, Ren Co, under L t , Parker (30 EM) preceded to Ain 
Beida area to e s t a b l i s h Gas and O i l dump for 1 AD and for purpose of guarding 
dump, 

J a n . 18, I9U3 - Hq. C o . , "A" Co. , Ren Go(- L t . ^ t h and L t . P a r k e r ' s platoons,, arri 
i e d , Det. i n tno day march moved to Bou ChtfiBBa area ( D i v i s i o n assembly area) 
i n prepacation for movement i n t o b a t t l e , Bivouaced f i r s t night i n Ain Beida 
a r e a . March was made i n blackout during hours of darkness, 

J a n , 25, I9U3 - L t . Parker (pioneer Platoon, Ren Co) and 30 EM r e l i e v e d from guard 
dutv of D i v i s i o n Gas and O i l dmrp at Ain Beida and rejoined B a t t a l i o n i n Bou 
Chewta Area. 

J a n . 23, I9ij3 - "A" Co. moved out of Battal ion bivouac a r e a , Bou Ghe»a a r e a , attached 
CO ' W J 1 AD, to S b e i t l a . Reported straffed enroute, 

J a n , 2U, 19U3- "C" Go. - L t . Romani's platoon (on guard duty a t D i v i s i o n AGP) and 
L t . Lewis ' platoon (attached to CG"B" doing I P duty) rejoined b a t t a l i o n i n Bou 
Ch^fdba Area 

J a n . 25, 19U3 - "C" reed four 75 SP. 
J a n . 25 - 30, 19u3 - F i e l d d u t i e s and preparation for combat. 
J ^ . 3«, I9U3 - B a t t a l i o n , eouiposed of Hq C o . , Ren Co - Lt Smith p i t . , C Co - L t . 

Lewis p i t (MP v/itii CC"8") ani Med Det attached to C C D " f o r attacK on Sened, 
l e f t Bou Chei*a area at 1830 hours. 

SiiE COPY OF C C D " DIARY 


