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BATTALxON HISTOlg 

Period: 1 J m e ISWi - 30 J m e 1914; 

LTBERATION OF ROME AI'ID DRlTE TO THE NOffl'H 

As the month opened, the 1 s t Armored Division Tfas relieved i n t h e CaHpoleone 

sector and the -701st TD Battalion -was attached to the l i 5 t h infantry Di-vision. 

Our DOsitions remained pretty much the same except for slight changes to 

better the field of fire, Recon. Company maintained an anti-tank Trarning OP 

soiaikwest of Fontana di Papa, 

An Ameiican attack on this sector met fierce German resistance* One 

of our OP's reported that enouy artillery bad become soma'^'^hat heavier, but eveiy-

'/thing was developing favorably. Shells were dropping veiy close to "A" COST-

pany but no casu-alties or damage were sustained. 

T h e folio-wing day saw the Battalion relieved from attachment to -fee 'iî th 

Division and placed -under GO "A". "C" campaXiYi however, remained m t h the- hB-bh**^ 

Division until relieved b y the^Slt^th TD Battalion, A message from General H a r 

m o n , 1 s t A,D,, placed the Di-vision, less t h e Ho-v5ze Force, - on a one-ho-or alert. 

The Battalion -ffas relieved and placed -vsith Division Reservebut. "B" mis^aw 

-was attached to CO'-"A", 

On the morning of 3 June, a message from the commanding general, 1 s t 

A.D., placed the Division on a half hour alert. "A" oonpary moved to an 

assembly area, southeast o f Lanu-Tio, and joined CC "-B", G e n e i a l - ' A H m called 

a meeting-of GG ^'B" -emit •comm.anders and informed than that YL Corps'-reported. 

a -withdraffal of^the enemy on-our sector. A. flying coloran was to be-fo.±med, 

and an attack -sgould be launched toYfard 5ome to take two objectives], .Ike 

u n i t commandfeB^.-?rere a bit skeptical b u t General Alien planned -bo-br^iig the 



infantry" along i n halftracks, and "A" company ?ra.s to serve as anti-tank p r o 

tection for the Combat Command, 

The attack got tinder -way the next d ^ . Tanks and destroyers moved 

forTfard rapidly, follo-jved b y motorized infantiy and a r m o i ^ reserves. The 1 s t 

platoon of "A" comparer reacted the CG objective and teld it "onbil other 

elenenbs of CG rolled u p . The 2nd platoon -?/ent on up and encountered a fo3>-

ce of Geiman infantiy raiich -ĵ as engaged in the peaceful pursuits of -washing up 

and sunbathing. Some HE shells took care of this pocket and the TD*s pushed 

on to talce up defensive positions on its objective. General Allaa then formed 

a flying column to be the first to enter Home. The force consisted of t-wo 

platoons of light taaks and "A" coEpany^s 2nd platoon. This unit finally tore 

into Some at I6OO hours, Tvro ci-vilian cars, containing 6 Kraut officers and 

four girls, -?s-ere captured b y the TD*s i n the outskiits of t h e city. TTTO more 

columns, over to the left, folloi^d parallel roads i n t h e CO "B" p u s h , Kothing 

more serious thsn. blo-vm bridges ^^va.s encountered and these spearheads reached 

Eome between I 6 3 O and 17OO h o u r s , "A" coimaiiy -vras warned of four German liark 

IV's on the outskirts of the city and immediately made after them, instead, 

five heavy anti-aircraft "flakwagons" -were encountered and "?9ere immediately 

knocked o u t . The conpany then took u p positions safeguarding bridges acsross 

the T i b e r . At 2200 h o u r s , T/5 Maneely shot t-vro German snipers from t h e -Hindosvs 

of a nearby h o u s e , 

• "B» coE5)ary jumped off w-th. CG "A" and. the 2nd platoon entered Eome at 

1730 h o u r s . The o-Sher platoons -were ei-Qier enroute or i n the outskirts of the 

Sternal City. . ' 

• Command Group finally started to lose touch -with the conjjanies b y radio 

and i t -was decided to move forward, Ihile moving to the nei'T C P , Captain CSiilds 

and his driver. Private Chouest, ran into some Germans -vsho surrendered to them, 

Thef then looked sa'Oimd and picked up another bunch to run their total of p r i s 

oners to 23 , Th^y- had been a machine gun platoon T&ich m s cut off our tankg. 



and. seemed to be -srell equipped and armred. 

All companies thrust across the Tiber Biver on t h e morning of Jane 5 t h , 

Although badly handicapped by an acute shortage of m ^ s , our combat elements 

continued to pursue the Hazis north. Reconnaissance Company paused for several 

hours a few miles north of E o m e , Daring the break. Staff Sergeant Patterson 

and a n armored car crew were tipped off as to the location of a number of Ger

mans hiding o u t . Four prisoners were taken and a number of others mide off 

across t h e fields despite- small arms fire, 

R e n , coBipany was detached from the Battalion and placed -wi-Si t h e 3rd 

Battalion of the 1st Armored Regimait to act as reconnaissance for Task Force • 

Cole, Only Batta3J.on Headquarters and Trains remained i n the Battalion now, 

Ren moved out to lead the advance and pufe ed ahead about 6 miles before dark. 

L t , Jackson's platoon of "C" company came in-fco bivo-uac -ydth Recon, shortly 

afterwards. 

Minus any maps of the area in-bo -s^idi it was advancing, "A" company h o o k 

ed up -with' Colonel Cole and the' 2nd Battalion of -the 1st A,R, This group t r a v 

eled to the coast road i n two columns, "A's" 1st platoon knocked, out a battery 

of four enen^r guns to help speed up the Kraut retreat. Germans were busily 

blowing ammunition d-umps "bo the right o f the American columnf 

bridges to our f r o n t . 

The Battalion CP remained on t h e outskirts of Rome un-tlil 2J4.OO hrs vjhen 

guides arrived for a forward movement. 

aa 

broadcast 

The news of the invasion of France between Qierbourg 

through early on the morning of June 6 t h , The news -was 

companies over the Battalion M and A M n e t s . "A" comoary mean-whi 

move lip the coast. By U4.OO hrs "B" company had svrept forwarc. 

m U e s northwest of Rome and was still tearing ahead TO.thout 
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Meeting any major , 



opposition. 

In general, the Fifth i m y vras meeting very little resistance. Except 

for an occasional anti-tank gun and snipers, the biggest factor in keeping domi 

the speed of the a m o r e d columns was the use of yjidespread demolitions b y the 

Krauts. 

Bj June 7 t h , "A" company had reached the high groTind north of E o m e , "B" 

comparer continued to drive ahead at the rate of 20 miles a d a y . Ren platoons 

were up ahead 'a good way in carrying out road reconnaissance missions along Via 

Aurelia and inland as far as Bracciano and Manziana, 

Major Doran took over Major Tuck's Force isiiich h a i been setting up road 

blocks for CG "A». The Doran Force consisted o f the 701st TD Battalion less 

"A", "B", " C " , and R e n . conpan-ies, "E" compaJ^^ of tiie 1 s t A,R., "C" con^iary o f 

tile 6 t h IPJCantry> one platoon of "B" company o f the 701st , one platoon of "B» 

compa:^ of the l 6 t h Engineers, one platoon of "A" con^jany- o f the 1 s t A,R, ( l i ^ t 

t a n k s ) , and one platoon o f Ren Gompsiy of the 1 s t A.R. This force moved to an 

assembly area near Vetrella and then received orders from CG "A" to attack ard 

secure the town and important road and rail center of Viterbo, "GC A" had been 

oidered to get the town ty the night of 8-9 June, The attack got under way at 

1630 hrs b u t , four hours later. Major Doran infoimed GG "A" that more infantiy 

was needed to clear the German rear guard out o f iiie town. The 1 s t Battalion, 

1 3 5 t h Infantiy Regiment, 3i}th Division, was moved up by truck and assembled in 

an area about 2^00 yards from the t o w n . At Oi|00 hours, infantry elements laun^ 

ched the attack,, followed by aimor an hour later. The attack developed swiftly 

-and it was all over ty 0930 hours-* Road blocks were set up and reconnaissance 

was sent out to reconnoiter -routes to t h e north and north-west and to contact the 

French, At 1100 hours, this force was relieved and started to move back to a 

rest aeea along the shores of Lake Bracciano-, 

"A" cong^any had mean-vshile pressed the attack to-srard Toscania but a fairly 

hea-vy enaty infantiy concentration was encountered in town, "A's" 3 r d platoon 

fired a nmnber of rounds into the place and ttie 6 t h infantiy moved i n for some 



hand to hand fighting. ' Pf c Laverne J. Perkes and Staff Sergeant Milton R . 

T u m e r j along -with Captain John M . Yfright -who was^ munching his lunch of "5-in-

1 " roast beef, -were w u n d e d b y scattered fragiaents o f enemy T^mm or 88mm rounds 

landing in the area. 

The -week of June 10-1? -was spent in the Bracciano 'area, and -vras devoted to 

maintenance of vehicles and relaxation and re'creation of personnel. Passes to 

Rome -v/ere granted for as many of t h e m e n as possible. Opportunities to go bath

ing in the lake -jrere not neglected b y the tank busters, and a motor launch, 

desertdd T:y the Germans -who had dropped charges in the engines, -was discovered 

b y some of the m e n . It -was soon found that only one of -ihe engines was damaged 

too badly to repair, and Battalion Maintenance soon had the launch putting away o n 

the l a k e . Organized boating trips were soon u n d e r way across the lake and all 

companies were given a chance at the boat according to a schedule of hours. 

P v t . Escue was to-?red ashore one morning after spending a night adrift i n the.middle 

of the l a k e . He had rowed .out in a borrowed boat and, while figiing, allowed 

his oars to drift off. His ]?oars for help were u n a v a i l i n g and h e spent ihe 

night out in the l a k e . At dawn he was seen by some kind soul and towed to l a n d . 

A n order attaching the 701st to the l 8 t h E.A. Brigade was later changed 

on verbal order o f General Mark Clark, ^th A m y , and the Battalion remained -with 

the Ist A . D , 

O n June l 8 t h , the 7 0 1 s t , less "C" coii5)any, left the bivouac area at O8I4.5 

hours to move to a forward assembly area in the -vicini-ty of Albinia near Orb- . 

etello, " C con^jany, now attacted to CO "B", would leave l a t e r , "B« was att

ached to CC "A" i n t h e new area. All con^janies were b u ^ -vrith maintenance work 

in preparation for their part in the new attack. 

The attack was launched to t h e north of Grosseto by GC "A" and CG "B", -sri-th 

the going pretty tough, on June 22nd, "A" cospary was attached to 2nd battalion, 

1 3 t h ABR., while Ren company was to do a reconnaissance mission for Task lorce 



Ho-wse. • One of the Ron armored, cars ran over a mine and Staff Sergeant McGee 

w a s killed "by the blast. Pfc Lawrencej T/^ Graham^ .and P v t . Castagna were all 

wonnded. As Lawrence was being evacuated t y ambulance, friendly fighter-bombeis 

divebombed and straffed the 2X>ad to score a direct hit on the ambulance. Law

rence was killed as were Captain Greco, Staff Sergeant Daley, Pfc Howard, and 

pvt C^rmbrak - all of the Battalion Medics, 1 Detachment. Following i n a peep 

behind. Staff Sergeant Graubard, T/$ Plunkett and Pfc Talley were slightly 

injured. Pvt William E . Ware o f -i^n stepped on a mine and was blo?in up and, 

near Pescali, another Ren armored car ran over a mine to result in severe in-

Ou.ries to L t , John R . Lewis, ^ a f f Sergeant Joe Patterson, T/5 George Steele 

and Pvt Frederick Bursch, However, Pj^n Q o m p a y did a fine job of a d v m c i n g 

aid patrolling and shot u p a nnmber of Hazis as well as spotting eneiiy guns and 

ta n k s , L t , Dooley and his 3rd platoon had a hot time m t h some eneaiy tanksj t h e 

Recon m e n would chase the Kraut infantiy before their machine guns a m tten 

German tanks would come up and di ase our. boys the other way* 

L t , Jackson's ist platoon of " 0 " conspajsy was working with a company of 

tanks and the entire spearhead• was trapped ty Jerry anti-tank guns and Mark 

H tanks as they failed to throw out reconnaissance far enough o n iiieir flanks. 

All destroyers and tis light tanks were knocked out, but all t h e T D men escs^ed 

back to t h e lines although L t , Jackson and 9 of the men were wounded,- Jackson 

and his crew hid in a culvert while Mark V I tanlcs and German infantiy ranged 

u p and down t h e r o a d . At an opportune moment, the group slipped avf^ and got 

• back to friendly units. As this tragic incident occurred at Go-vorrano, t h e 

command tank of the third platoon w a s hit by t h e direct fire of a -Nazi anti-tank 

gun at R a v i , The destroyer broke into flames and Sergeant Allen, T/5 Richson, 

and Pfc Anderson .were killed i n the action, Lt,. Harry Snith and Pvt StBVfart 

escaped but had to b e evacuated to the hospital with severe b u m s . 

On June 23rd, CG "B" broke through above Roccastrada. Ashmore of "A" . 

compaiy w a s wounded b y a Kraut haad grenade b ut Battalion losses were pretty 



ligkt thkb'day-, Militaiy and Partisan reports indicated that the eneiny was 

•idtihfcavmig all iiis artillery and hea-vy eqtiipinent, hub was leaving small groups 

to fight rear guard actions. Demolitions were pro-vijag to h e a very annoying 

obstacle to our advance and were being plentifully used b y the Germans, 

The attack continued as the Howse Force drove sharply ahead in the cen-ter. 

Ren coE^jany returned to Battalion control for rest and reequiipoitj and "G" 

compary recei-ved h new destroyers to bring them up to full strength, 

"A" company got credit for a lark 71 when L t , Brskine and Staff Sergeant 

imbroson shot it out "virith an unlucky "Tiger" along the road» Sightixig a Eraut 

tank. Sergeant Bowling of "A" accidentally pushed the solenoid of his g u n . The 

gun was already loaded ani t h e recoil of the shot s l i ^ t l y injured him* ' "B" 

eon^any's 3rd platoon knocked out a l^Qmm S/P gun, a T^mm anti-tank gun, aai 

destroyed five mortars, Lt,. Jackson of "C" con^jary was lightly wounded -ishen a 

German shell hit a nearty wa31 near Marittima, 

compary came t h r o u ^ vrith a knocked out "Ferdinand" as the attack 

continued to b e pressed, "B" compary reported running into demolitions and was 

being slof;ed d o i m . The 2nd platoon did some direct fire at a church steeple 

?ihich was being used as an OP by the Germans, 

Our advance seemed to be following the familar pattern of the Germans 

•withdrawing, to-ssard their Pisa - Florence line and only small delaying forces 

were fighting hard to reduce the allied rate of progress, Lt* Jackson's 

destroy-er became a "flamer" when hit b y a German t a n k . The crew, escaped with 

only light -vrounda. . 

Sitaff Sergeant Downs and his platoon scored direct hits to smash up 

-bm GemEan "^^^m S/P guns, P-vt Amador rammed a shell into the chamber, yih.en a 

target was sigh-bed b y "C" compary near Monte Botondo, without noticing that a 

shell -was already i n the chamber,. In the explosion, Amador was killed., and 



Sergeant Laney a n d "Dhl were -woiaBded, ' ^ ;̂  

Th& lirst Armored Division oontiroofed to press forward all d.ong i^-s' 

sector as tke moirbh. ended. The same type-of resistance - demolitions, m i n e s , . 

and rear guard action -was being encountered, Eecon got into a skirmisk -with 

eneiiy infan-fery, took a few prisoners and shot up a number of others, Sfe h a d 

no casualties,,' A "B" company tank, w a s drilled wibh an eneny AP b u t , ,^-though 

the fuel tank was h i t , no fire started and the tank was able to go -on* H0w=-* 

ever, it soj3B;-ran into bad luck in the form of a m i n e . Happily, the entire 

crew escaped unscathed. 

O n Jane 3 0 t h the Battalion CP w a s near Montecastelli, -with Trains at 

the Lagoni sulphur springs. "A" coBmaiy was several miles up t h e road from t h e 

^3.a€^^on (3P on the road to Pomarance. "B" coii5>a^ was a bit below Eadicondoli ' 

•••^^V;i:"C" company -found itself a.little to .the west of S , .Dalinazio., ..,-EeGe»m«was~̂ '-:,'; 

due south of S , Dalinaaio* 

GG/jbh ' • • • • 
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FhOk: p Ar.oy Dutea Feb 7 19Uu ' No. oop8 
received l8h.8/07 19UU Decoded by (C-iK) Chec ;ed b y(GC) 

TO 701 Tu Sn 

NR 12)4.9 Move tvro (^} cprnnanie3(701 T_))..Deven xero one tare aog B a t / j.lion 

without deay to concentrat?.on area number 2 at Nisida X Paren frora 5 A m y action 

to II Goros Information to VI Gor^DS adv VI Ooros rear CY..i 701 TJJ Battalion^ 

L i i e u t Col W i l l i a i a s j Rot Ferry Control $th A n n y MY G?, PBS paren re 5re s e n t a t i v e 

reoort to Lt Col W i l l i a E i S j Ferry Control^, Fort Comniandant bldg Naples at once. 

Upon arrival thej a r e relieved from attachment II Co?:^3 and attached ?! Corps. 

Coordinate move with transnortation Section pth nmj. 1 a n d 2/3 units of fire 

a n d otherwise normal basic loads f^ill be carried upon embarkation. Vehicles 

v/ill be restricted to necessary minimum 071b37A 

o E G R S T - O P E P u - ; - P R I O R I T Y 



' «02d9&t. -ae^^oe rma^m^ 2Eii3i. Wky^^:-i^ 

for %h0Xr mmg»g lat^ 

.N. .V'. 



v}^ this a^ii isat« alwff 3?#rteBe4 In, * *ai3a«sp* Ife: 
lldii^sur^ that 1 ffpa^E^ ikl>#r!î  ^NSGOBJBBJIS^I^. 

^ , , 1 ^ f aak: Bo 
i f . 

1̂  Jrn^Jk A^jgqs%.a^ 



HEADQUAKTiHS SI2PH I M u H S D I N F A M K I ' 
APO 25lj c/o Postmaster, N.T., N,i:. 

l5 January 19Ui4.. 

SUB JECT •- Comanendation. 

TO ' The Artillery Officer, 1 s t Armored Division, 
APO 251, S. Arn?^, 

1 . I d e s i r e to express the appreciation of the officers and m e n of this 
Regiment for the excellent s u p p o r t and cooperation given this Regiment by the 
Divisional Artillery in. our recent engagement o n Mount Porchia. ¥ e all feel 
that your supnort -was a d e f i n i t e factor, i n our s u c c e s s . Every request was f u l 
f i l l e d i iMiedi'ately and accurately and the Sixth Armored Infantiy has c o n f i d e n c e 
and respect for your a b i l i t y as supporting troops. 

2 . I request that this letter be brought to the attention 'of all artillery 
units under your direction. 

PAUL STEELE, 
Colonel, 6th Armored Infantry, 

Commanding. 

ist I n d . . . MSD/npt 
HEADQBARrEES DIVISION ARTILLERI, m t S T U . S . AEMOREB DIVISION, APO 2^1, c/o 
Postmaster, iJ.T,, H..X., I 6 January 19iU4-. 

TO: Commanding Officer, 2 7 t h , 6 8 t h and 91st Arm^d F. A . Battalions; 
Commanding Officer, 701st TD Battalion, APO 2^1, U . S . A m y . 

It gives m e great pleasure to forvrard to y o u for your information the 
above letter of commendation. It is desired that the above letter be p u b 
lished so that all personnel of your battalion are informed of i t . . 

/ s / M . W . I^aniel i 
M . W . DAEESL, 

Colonel, Field Artillery, 
Commanding. 

2nd Ind. JB¥/th 
Hq 701st TD B n . , APO 2^1, OS Army, 17 January I9I4I; . 

TO: All Coii5)anies. 

Basic letter m i l b e read to all personnel. 

For the Commanding Officer: 

/ / J E S S E B . -rtRAI, . 
C 4)t., 7 Olst. TD B n . 

Actg, Adjutant 


