
p ^ - "B" CO DiARy „ ' I 

Sep. 27 I9U2 - Lt Clarke and tf'B, left on adv detail fr Downpauxlck, Co Down, N . I . i 

i 
Oct 2, 19U2 - Track vehicles under Lt S5ason left for new station 
Oct 3, I9U2 - Capt Silmarin and 65 EM left ty train , remainder of Co left immediately \

by wheeled vehicles under Lts IcKnight and fftiifcsit. 
Oct I9U2, Arrived at new location at Hankelow Court, tan Eng. Lt Clarke had | 

been adv party and had house ready for occupancy. 
Oct 5 > I9U2 - l/Kheeled vehicles arrived having come via Larne and Stranrear. On same 

day Lt Sdson arrived vdth track vehicles and drivers 
Oct 1 3 , I9U2 - L t . Smith arried with members of 2nd Ren Plat., Ren Co at Hankelow, ' 

This plat, was attached to "B2 Co for future operations. JU.1 personnel now 
assembled in Eiigland - included 6 off and 203 i!«n, the later figure including 
15 replacements reed Oct 9th ani 23 men of atchd Ren Plat plus 5 1st aid medics. 
Vehicles incuded 8 75SP, U 37SP 16 HT, U 3 / U T HTC 3 | T V ^ , 6 1 / U T , 3 2-iT trks, 
1 Tr and 7 K C . O J U B , besides heavy weapons, included 38-.50 M Q s , 26-,30 I G s , I 

% $6 Tommy guns, 170 rifles, 10 . U $ pistols and 18 Very pistols, I 

O c t . 9 , I9I12 - Pay day - with usual aftermath. - 1; AWOL's (vrtio later rejoined before ? 
moving o u t , - Oct 10th. 

O c t . 1 0 , 19i;2 - L t . l/llhitsit and third platoon less drivers and 3 n«n AWDL left "Hankelow for ' 
HIS Mison at leyness Bay, Scotland, 

O c t . 1 3 , I9U2 - Remained of C o , including the 3 AWOL's, ertrained at Nantwich for Liverpool ; 
Yrtiere they embarked on HKS Derbyshire, This portion of the Company, along ^vith ^ 0 0 • 
other troops, British ani Amer. remained a b c W H h e Derbyshire fOT 25 days. Several [ 
days spend at Liverpool harbor, more days off Kent Allen Station, Scotland, where 
a practice landing was attenpted ("B" Co did not participate) and more days off Clyde \ 
where convoy was finally assembled, ' 

Oct 26, I9U2 - Derbyshire put out from Clyde harbor along with 60 other vessels. Rough i 
going for serveral days, especially for men in the bow of the ship. "B" Co, using 
violins, guitar snd ukelele, furnished entertainment for itself and others thruout ; 
the voyage and mission 

N o v . 2, I9U2 - Destination/was made known, llin»iiiiMjjiiBiii»iiiiiiiirii CC"B", of which "B" Go \ 
was a p a r t , had the mission of taking and holding Tafaraoui, La Senia and Oggaz 
airports and of proceeding against Oran from the South, Field Order No 1 disclosed 
that our 3rd Platoon would accompany "JB" aid "B" C o s , 1st Eh , 1st AR in a flying 
column against Tafarsoui and that the remainder of the Co would proceed against 
Oggaz unassisted, Ne^^t few days were busily engaged i n preparing ourselves for the 
c-.5ra-^.iT- ah-̂ i-.d. L ^ e : high L 1 i • v .i-O 

N o v , 7, I9U2 - Pass Rock of Gibraltar, "̂ "̂  
N o v. 8 , I9U2 - Dropped anchor off S t . Leu O9OO hrsT] L t , IBhitsit and 3rd Platoon led off 

for the C o , disembarking with vehicles fr the'Misoa at O6OO hrs. Set forth in flying 
col\imn at 08U5 hrs under L t . Col Waters, bound initially for Tafaraoui Aiiporb, 1 C!o, 
6th Inf and 2 Tk Cos of 1st B n , 1st AR included in colunm, 503rd Paratroop Bn u n 
able to land at airport at 0100 as planned and column meJi local resistance but air
port taken without undue difficulty and at liiOO hrs paratroops and fighter planes 
were ordered i n . Before these element arrived, our column wa5 attacked by Frendi 
fighter and bomber planes. A 500 I b ^ bomb completely demolished one half-track and 
%amm in inflicted Co's first wounds - on S g t , Roy, Dant and Hornsby, Shortly after 
sundown an enemy 7-gun mixed battery, which had been shelling the field from N E , 
was neutralized, by long range fire of 3rd Plat. Nomerous prisoners had been taxen 
and our planes had landed. The day had been highly successful. 

The remainder of the Co disembarked fr the Derbyshire in LGP's at about 
1000 hrs 3) 

Nov 9 - 1 0 7 ^ 1 9 U 2 - Vehicles of 1st and 2nd Plats landed, one at a time, from motor landing 
cr'aft. On the 9th the_3rd Plat saw more action . smashing a enemy tank concentrati 
at S t . Lucien. Two-^sefere? tanks were destroyed by the 5rd pit. guns at ranges 
in excess of 2000 yards. After this engagement the pit. withdrew to Tafaraoui. 

a column coimanned by C o l . Brusk. Mission^to--^^jv;e_jiL.aiui^^ at S t . 

Barbs du Tlelat. Proceeded at great speed j__5fi^6h-inJeK^,^a^ as advance guard. 

Ordered back to S t . L e u , jgjiere--a--iic^triTthrgat had develope3'~-'fe©~,:fclie east. L t . 

Edson, finished with the unloading of vehicles, assumed conimand of hi>-?4t. 



N o v . 15)—2nd and »rd pit' p-ved against La S«nia from th r-th in the face of heavy 
sliiping; and arti^-x.; / fire. An eneny shell '^iiiJR a. ack a self-prorselled, 
settinc it on fire. S g t . Hodison, Shelton, Dunham, ''hippie and Landry were 
killed; Stearns, the driver, was F;ounded but fou«Lt outstandingly throughout 
the day. Tiie 3rd p i t . by-passed La Senia and were among the first to enter Oran. 

2nd pit. was ordered to taJ-re La Senia but the opriosition proved heavier than 
expected and it was witharavm. Hoviiever the command half-track did not receive the withft 
drawal message and proceeded alone into La ^^enia. Its crev7 was composed of L t . J^kison, 
C p l . Jam.-s D. Fetrie, T-5 Mil ten J. Rus?ell, T-f> Gerald »^einberg, Pfc J. C. Gardner 
and P v t . Wilbur H . V/illis, a tanker •she had exca-;cd froia his burning tanij, and an 
interpreter. The vehicle proceedea against heavy sniping and artillery fire througli 
La Senia to..a p t . 5 miles beyond, where it broke down after being damaged by a road 
block. An enemy truck C'-luî in had halted on the road and its occupants were firinf? at 
our vehicle frori all directions. After a fi,~ht of several minutes eight of the enemy 
surrenderee. Some forty others gave ut? shortly thereafter. L t . •'^dson, assisted by 
the interpreter, arranged that 4 enemy trucks would tow the half-track and carry the 
prisoners back to La Senia. Here L t . Edson andhis crew, without assistance, made 
arrangements whereby some 200 French air and infantry personnel surrendered to C o l . 
Robinette when he later arrived. 

rrrafii. With the fall of Oran the campaign in Algeria ended. The campaign 
showed that Combat Command "B" had been an excellent tactic^a u n i t . Gen. Oliver, by 
walking unconcerned through heavy artillery fire south of La Senia, had won the xaaaeac&a^ 
admiration of liis men. "B" co. had established for itself an excellent reputation. L t . 
Edson was awarded the Silver Star for "gallentry in action," that is, for out-Yorking 
Sergeant York. Col. Waters secured a Captaincy for L t . Whitsit. 

K o v . 13—Co. assenblec Biar Tafaraoui airport. 

Nov, 16—Head for Tunisia, along with " C " co.J 

li6s^feiiiSf--Bivouaced a few miles west of Orleansville. a R K crossing bar 
'V.^when he crashed i n t ^ ^ 

N o v . 17—18 Bivouaced at L'Arda, south of ^igcr. Cyclist Henry"Kirscher f!Tjureiryta!r:en 
to hospital at Aigers. 

K o v . 19—fittside of Setif. 

K o v . 20—Outside of Constantine. 
~--tc Fariajia--^ 

Nov.21--lst pit. proceeded alone to S^ffcimiK; C co. and remainder of "B" proceeded to 
Souk A r a s . Here new orders sent "C" co. in the direction of Tunis and us south 
to Tebessa, which was reached at 2300 hrs. Supi-jiy truck lost enroute—it was 
loaded with ammunition and personal equipment. **t«BSOTBR5dmc3a^9ariCEn!53MH^tMjUHbc 
tga&BgHHaB«Ba^aajBijaByLiJ.AAjtalia: Continued to Fariana and rejoined 1st pit. 

N o v . 22--At 0300 hrs., after one hv. of sleep, ximJHiiigiiJ^JmigAi;'Iajih»uiJiitl3UA^UmiAjaa*ia53^ 
proceeded to Gasfa, which we v;ere to attack at dawn. By good luck missed the 
mines which the enemy had planted at road block. Except for sniping, Gasfa 
was occupied without resistance. 

Conpany attacked again in the afternoon against a enemy tank column moving 
against Gasfa from the ea.ct. Employed at 1600 hrs at El Guettar; enemy met 
suddenly by our xhh. reconnaissance. 'Three enemy tanks destixiyed by the guns 
of 2nd plt^^»before darkness ended the battle. One peep lost, no personnel. 

one a t a ~ r a n g e measurec: ^0 be 3b00 yardsTN 'Ilie company, less 1st pit. 
moved back to iariana. 

K o v . 22--After few hrs. of res^vgmovec: out from Fariana, met the enemy before 

reaching Sbeitla. Lead by 2nd pit., we knocked out eight tanks, took 70 

Italian prisoners euid considerable equipment. The 75Sp, in which L t . Edson. _ 



of *B8 e o . d i a r y 

was a c t i n g as gunner, accounted f o r 3 enemy tanks a f t e r it had been d i s a b l e by 
47 ram f i r e . Cpl. B e n v e n u t i , several} ' wounded by a m o r t a r fra@nent, was our only 
c a s u a l t y . A f t e r the town had been c leared o f the enemy we withdrew to Passerine. 

Nov. 24 - - r r e n c h a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y moved i n t o S b e i t l a . 
t o Far lana . Rest and hotcakes- -cheers . 

"e r e t u r n e d 

Nov. 2 8— L t . Col. Raff was awarded i-egion of Honor by the French, made a full ^ o l . 

by Allied hq. Capt. Llirnann and entire comrjany awarded the Croix de Guerre, 

with Palm. 2nd L t . Edson promoted to 1st L t . *-'urs was a proud co. 

Nov. 29—1st pit. recalled from Gafsa, where it had been retained since the fight a.z 

El Guettar. L t . l^cKnight and his 37mm guns,»»lAai!LiAJttjgu.j^ -with a few 

French and iiaerican infantrymei^reconnoiten«g enemy positions around ^idi 

Were se'hT'out tE at n T g K ' to 
Bou Z i d and Faid, but the mission could not be accomplished; the poads were 
little more than trails. 

Dec. 1, 2200 hrs.—Co. left Feriana as part of i'l^cl^,—%ierican force, including 
hepyj weapons co. , \iifci,tEBis. andffif* co. of 26th Inf., and a co. of 

French inf. Mission: to iai:e pass at Faid. 

Dec. 2, 0720 hrs.—Our aircraft (P-38's) strafed enemy positions. 2nd and" 3rdnplts. 
lead attackjafi supported by 50 French riflemen. i*ierican inf. 
mistakenly moved into hills 2 miles west. -^pn. and 1st pit. 
of B CO. deployed to guard xsobbsk a p u r o a c h t o the pass on the 
east. Our heavy gi\ns dealt with one anti-tank gun and 2 artillery 
4(BBKKX pieces and moved on into the t)ass. lr;ey were taken suddenly 
by heav}/ M G fire from, high ground on both flanks. S g t . Foster and 
Klopp were killed, L t . Edson, Sgt. Patrick, C p l . M i l o , 11-5 '^uri, 
Pontillo and Howard wounded, all of the 2nd p i t . We withdrew from 
the pass—the task v;aE one for infantry. Ken. and 1st pit. had 
been iCTTiiwro: attempting to locate M G and m.otar fire east of the 
pass. At lOSO h r s . four P-38's flew over, one plane firing a burst 
of M_G. T-5 Cole, Bryant and Youngman were killed, %1. Logan and 
T-5 Levine seS^erely wounded. Case of mistairen identity inexcusable 
and highJ.y demoralizing, -tiir Corp said our vehicles were outside 
the bomb- line. ' 

French inf. and ours attacked pass all day but when L t . Oiarke 
returnef at 1700 hrs. to recover two dead the pass was still strong
ly defend'ftd. Prepared to bivouac in cactus patch near -pass that 
night; 1st pit., upon orders from Col. Raff, moved out after dark 
to occupy its former position. Met at 2100 hrs. hj SCffim anti-tank 
fire by en'fflny who hac: j.ioved downi from the m t s . l!he p i t . fought 
all night out of communication with rest of co. T/5 Hawley and 
Davidson killed, T_5 DsLuca TOunced. Frazier was last seen 
severely wounded; he could not be foujid the follovdng day. Several 
casualtiet: believed inflicted upon Eaaawtiifflr enemy. 

Dec. 3—3rd pit, moved toassiEtr;nce of the 1 s t . 2nd p i t . later moved out to deal with 

anpreaching enemy tank and truck column—two trucks . ere destroyed. 4 t 0900 

hrs. seven enemy planes attacked bivouac rjosition with light bombs and 20am 

fire. T-4 Patterson, Cp^^ Petrie and Pfc's Gooding and Gaspers were killed. 

T-5's ><ren, Patrick, Pfc Upchurch and Baiter ?rere wounded. %iall aiES proved 

no good against aircraft v;hen fired from a v e M c l e or other exposed position. 

Strafing was extremely deadly; t\<,'G HT's and one 3/4-ton truck were badly/A^ 

damaged. At 1300 hrs. co. moved to bivouac at Sidi Bcu ^id; meanwhile, -i*»©G 

Germans surrendered at the pass. r r - - ^ - : ) 



8 / • , • 

Dec. S (cont.): P«tt«rson, Patrie, H^wley, Cola, CtDodlng, Bpysnt, Younsrran and 
Davidson burl«d in a camRtery at SIDI BOU ZID. Pfc. Oasners died 

at TSBESSA hosrsital and w?is buried there. 

Dsc, 4--Lt. Cltrke, wiih -nvts. Barsa, Wetzel and Decker, left in a half-ton for 
the nass to nick un bodies of Foster and Klonri. V^j^icle attacked on open 
roar near FAID" by four eneray sircr--='ft. ^trafp-d four times—the vehicle a 
totsl l^ss. In 'fternoon rcn. gnd 3rd pit. took up security nositions 
around LESOUDA. 

Dec. 5--Foster and Elonp buried ?.t SIDIBOL ZID. Co. str? fed and bombed daily. 1-en 
stayed close to their fox holes and moved vehicles and supplies only by 
night. Our ov/n aircraft, based at YOUKS-LES-BAIDS, was too far in the 
"rewr to afford adequate -orotection. 

Dec. 8--AllieG hq. clarified our mission: to protect Y'OuKS-LES-B.rvINS a.nd to 
obtain information of the enemy in our sector. 

Dec. 10—Kesuraed our position in reserve at FAHIAliA. He turn msirch was on roads 
made almost impassable by m u d . Haininf- hard. 

Dec. 11—1st nit. returned to FARlAl>iA. C o . established inl-rrge olive orchard ons 

mile south of town. 

Dec. 18--Lt. Clarke left by plane for ALGEKS to obtsin mail, thence to TELEEa.iA, 
BOl-IE and SOUK KL AREA, then by track to GUEUvlA and SOUli AHRAS—but no 
m a i l . Heturned Dec. 24. 

Dec. 25—Ghristmas: thoughts of a year ago. Attended service at the"hotel" in town 
or in our olive orchsrd. 

Dec. 29—Enem.y landed two gliders, carrying 16 men, and succeeded in blowing the 
railroad bridge 2Q& mdles seath of FEHIANA. Ggnersls -Robinatte, "ard and 
Clsrk (Shadows to us) visited FEiiI.£U.A on successive days; our forgotten 
thester of operations vss v;»king u p . 

Jan. 2--First mail. 

Jan 3T-Al,?rtec. iittached to French forces. Left iEBIAT^A at 1330 hrs. for 
SBEITLA, at 2100 hrs. continued to HAJEB EL AIOW^', and ten miles beyond. 
Enemy three miles to the front. Third pit. remained in this forward 
position for eight days, with air protection but no camouflage. Eneray, 
however, did not press attack. 

Jan. 4--Pvt. Turi accidently killed. Ha was buried at co plibt at Sidi BoU ZID,. 

Jan. 5—3rd pit,, with attsched A A pit., moved to nosition left by oClst TD B Q . 

Jan. 6-17—2nd nit. called out on six occasions to occupy forward nositifcon but 
expected enemy t-?nk attack never developed. P i t . performed a new 
function, to lay doT?n artillery fire, covering? the adv-^nce of i'rench 
infantry. Enemy aircr-aft, especially fi-hters, extrem.ely sctive. 
Everyone took a personal interest in his fox hole or slit trench. Grew 
deeper after every straffng, and soon contained ingenious innovations 

such as nagazine racks End "racks" for a cur of tea, whisky—-.'fhat 

whisky—and other prized possessions. 

- 8 - —Lt. Clarke 


