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f 
S U B J . S C T : O p e m t i o n s R e p o r t . ^ . ' " 

10 I The Adjutant G e n e r a l , 0 , 5 , Arajy, Washington 25, P.O. (Thru Charmels) 

1, Subraitt^ herewith Operations Report of the 701st Tank Destroyer 

Battalion for the pariod 1 - 3 1 I'arch 1945» inclusive, in compliance with 

paragraph 1 0 , A E 345-1Q5, dated lO.Marc'h 1 9 4 3 . --i.. 

2 , This operations report is taken from the Dnit Jourr^ii and Unit M a r y 
arKi supporting docunsentar/ evidence i s attached thereto. , , 

3 , Operations report covering psriod through 28 February 1945 subiaitted 
previously. • — ' ; 3 / 

For the Co<5!aanding Officeri 

1 Incl 
Opns Rpt w/allied papers 

JOBM E . DOOLBT, 
let L t . , 701st T.D. B n . , 

Adjutant. 



Periodt 1 tarob*- 3 1 i^'arch 1 9 4 5 . 

LocatisR of ?01st IJn. bei-irmtn^, of ixiriodj 
MftFSf 1 / 5 0 » C ^ * Sheets y? I , 9 8 X i l , 9S I V , G ; : G S , I t a l y , 

iln Cr L582-120 B a fmUit - 13^1-12^ 
A Co CF 1517-126 Ist flat - 539-1*3 - 2 june 

535-lo4 - 1 gun 
2ffii iOfit - 539-iS3, &4l-ia3, 543-13^ 

B So QP • 15574-1495 6 gaiis 5553-1474, 4 gans a t 555-150 
2 gttRS at 561-155 

C Co C? •• 1-5570-1260 6 gan» a t 5580-1225, 6 gutss a t 6116-1510 
Ken Co CP L 673-196 1st r l & t , let i-ection at 674 -207, 

2a£i l-ection at o76-2Q6 
2nii l i s t . 680-2C>a 
3rd riat 631-1^7 
Fioriser Plat (3 aortt^rs) c31-194 

Th« parioci opened viith the forastloii of two (,2) arsiored forces s^cie 

wscess&r/ by nature of the t«rr&tn fena mission to ba aseoaplislied. F4»rco 

fietkilng compaseu of A Co (-1st M t t ) 7 0 1 Sn; 3 art* C Cotapaitiee 751 tank 

Br. (-2 flits) A n d D C o , 751 T^fik •'•'H, as Corps Troops-took up defsnijive 

positions in eup^ort of the B ' F . Farce "&udm coripoBm of * C o , 760 Tank 

Bn, B 5.M C Coi^prmi^&f 7C1 1 3 E>n., «sid 1 f l & t , A C O . , 701 En ss Corpt 

Troops prepared to prorida direct eupport to the attack of the ID i:T llir 

Bj;d ele:i!'sr5ts of tha B'J* C CorspRr^ 701 W ;'n rsaain&a initiallv in srty 

pofiltiont unaar the opt-rational eoctrol of ths 34th Tdv Arty prepared to 

aove to their prlan'ry alsuion on 2 hour notice. 

1 - 2 March - 4 Co (-Ist Flat) csrrie^ out noKs^l airact fire iisraesinij 

ffiiesioas. 1st llat sapportsd 751 Tank Bu, B Cc pr«p;:rii\;- lor .i^oyeaofit to 

5 7 7 - 1 ^ . C Go resj&iaing teaiporarilj? in arty P O S R E una,r 34 ^'iv f̂ -rt̂ f. licn 

Co., no chea^e, 

3 - .Varch - J*t 030700i Mar Force Keadin^ oafported 10 « T Uiv attuck 

by. direct fire jTroiu aefensive iisaitiofis in ths T'-:J^ sector, r^rc »v£s plaotd 
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on targets of oppoi'tunity and |)robable ey locations. Ridge linis and drav,'S 

were T^ell covered. Iliis fire is believed to be largely responsible for ey 

personnel of approximate ca-npapy strength to aiirrender to oar forces. Force 

Madden provided direct fire support while accoapar^ing the attack, k Co CP 

at 516-129i 2d P l a t , 1st Sect - 1 gan at 535-181, and 1 gun at 544-lS5i 2d 

Sect a t 505-154i 3d P l a t , 1st Sect at i!iS9-151, 2d Sect at 492-141. B C o , 

701 CP at 573-200, B C o , 751 T a i ^ Bn CP at 517-177, 3 £un at 504-152, 1 Sect 

a t 5 0 7 - l 6 6 , 1 Sect at 5 2 0-171, 1 gun at 517-177, and 1 gun at 513-183. C C o , 

751 Tank Bn CP at 548-168, 4 guns at 526-177, 2 guns at 542-186, 1 plat at 

545-137 . 3 tanks bosge^ dovin at 550-1B9, 1 t^.nk at 545-185. D C o , 751 Tank B n 

CP at 559-161, 1st Plat a t 540-185, 2d Plat, 1st Sect at 537-183, 2d Sect at 

537-180, 3d Plat V i c 541-183. C C o , 701 TO Bn detchd 34 Div Arty at 031134A 

March and atfchd operational control Force Madden and moved to asEeabl^' area 

Vic 571-176. 

4 March - A Co (-1st Plat) and B and C C o s , 751 Tank Bn (-2 Plats) and 

D C o , 751 Tank B n remained in position supporting attack by direct fire at 

targets of opportunity and probable ey locations. B C o , 701 in direct sup^jort 

of 10 i't Div a t t a c k . C C o , 701 atchd operational control Force M a d d e n . B C o , 

701 knocked out a Genaan 75cai self propelled at 593-237. 

5 March - A Co (-1st Plat) fired noroal harassing ijiissions by request of 

the B B F . B and C Companies, 701 continued in direct support of 10 Mt Div 

attack. 

6 ilarch - E c n Co relieved a t 0520001 i^r and closed at 663-133 at 

060100A M a r . Rejaaining citchd II Corps and further atchd 81st Eon 3 q . 3d Plat, 

D Go, 751 Tank 3n moved from vie 542-134 closing at 510-157 a t 0609304 M a r . 
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3d iast, A O o , 751 Jack B n moved fraa vie Eiola to U a s a n o slosing at 0S01154 

M a r . Both platooas atchd to B C o , 701 TB Bn, 

7 - Karch'- A C o , 7KL, moved 2 gans to 492-141 &ad 2 guns to 4390*1509. 

2«! jrlat, A Co in direct fire posns fired on ey houses, prob-ble ef C P s , OPs, -

m o r t a r s , and I/G posns, 3 a Plat in indirect fire p o s n s , B C o , 701, occupied 

direct, fire posne a t : 1st Plat 564-226, 2d Plat. 569-232, 3d Plat'581-238. C C o , 

7 0 1 , C P at 606-252, 1st Plat a t 605-252, 2 d Plat at 608-255, 3d Plat at 606-254, 

rear C P a t 598-242 end oscupied direct fire posns vie Castel d* Aiano »dth the 

aissioa of -establishins road blocks against possible ey araorsd counterattack. 

Rcft C o , s t ^ U detchd, atchd 4 Tank B a at O714O0A M a r . L'oving a t 071630A Mar to 

Stanco (713-217) to relieve ."F* Troop, 91 P^cn S q as Bn reserve. 3d Elat, 4 C i , 

751 Tfenk B n moved, froa vie Lizzaao to 518-167 closj/i^ at 0620CK)A " a r . 3d P l a t , 

D Co 751 Tank B n a o v e d ' f r o m vie 510-157 closing at 507-165'at 062000ii. Both 

platoons res&ined atchd to B C o , Both platoons reiiKiingd fe.tchd to B G o , 7$1 Tank 

B n for opsrations, 

8 - March - 1st Plat A Co depart«i from 585-184 closing a t 56S-216 at 

O72OOGA Bar and is atchd to B C o , 7 0 1 . B and C C o s , 701 continued in direct 

• J 

sapport of 10 MI' Div under oporational control Force M a d d e n . 3d. Flat, 0 C o , 751 

Tank 3n closed at 519-168 at 0e0430A. 3d HLat, A C o , 7 5 1 Tank, B n closed vie Riola 

at.03l600A liar revsrtir^ to parent unit control.- 3 and Q Caapanies, 751 continue ' 

under opera.tioaal control 701 TD B n in defensive dir-act fire r o l e s , 

9 - larch - A Co (-1st Plat) carried out nonas.! haraesing iaissioas, 1 s t Plat, 

A Co, 7 0 1 relieved a plat of A C o , 760 at 610-238 and 600-237, 2 ^ons" at each 

point, closed at 2100A, 0 C o , 701 ( ' - 2 ^ Plat) continued i n direct support of 10 Mf 

D i v , 2d P l a t , C C o , 701, closod at 601-244 for raaintexi-ance iiork, ^ •-
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10 - March - Ilo change daring the period. KOTmal arty missions carried o a t . 

11 - March - A C o , 701 carried out asaal harassing raissions. Ho change in 

attachiasnts. 3d F l a t , D C o , 751 Tack Bn moved to; Ist Sect at 505-172, 2d Sect 

at 513-163 closing at 102230A Mar and ra^sained atchd to B Co, 751 Tank B n . 1st 

Plat, A C o , 7 0 1 , atchd to B Co, 7 0 1 , moving to nes posns a t : 1st Sect 505-153 

and 2d Sect 543-186. 

12 - liirch - No change in attachraents or locations daring the period. 

Horiaal arty missions carried o u t . 

13 - liarch - Ren C o , still detchd, engaged in security patroling of for.ard 

posns for 4th Tank B n , aoi to make coni)at patrols as ordered. M a p study during the 

day for officers and plat sgts of the Vergato area for raid upon Vergato *hsn 

order.^ by the G c e ^ t Coaisand, Mortars in Bn support. Concentration area i» 

Vergato. • 

14 - March - A . C o , 7 0 1 , carried out normal harassing laissions during the 

period, B and C C o s , 701 continue in direct support of 10 M T Div under operational 

control Force iladdan, C and D C o s , 751 Tank Bn - IJo activity, B C o , 751 Tank Ba 

carried oat noriaal harassing n d s s i o n s , 

1 5 - 1 6 March - 3d P l a t , C C o , 7 0 1 , relieved their 1st Plat at 152030A Mar 

irithout incident, 1st Plat getting maintenance check and oil change, B and C C o s , 

751 Tank Ba carried out direct fire m i s s i o n s , A Go, 7 0 1 fired on approxiaatel^-

20 ey personnel at 4 6 2 - 2 1 4 . Sevei^al persons obsd helping others av*ay from area, 

indicating sose liad been wouiKied, B C o , 7 0 1 fired on ey tower (Ol) at 55E-244 

knocking corner off. 

17 - March - 2d H a t , B C o , 7 0 1 , sovod froa 567-234 closin- at I9OOA. 1st 

Ple-t, A C o , 7 0 1 , relieved from atchd B C o , 701 and reverted control of parent unit 

S E C R E T 
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anS aoved to vie lola (56S-211) elosing at IJlBOOk Mar* Ho other chaa3e8 daring 

the Period, 

, la - larch - 2d rTLat, A C o , 7 0 1 , aoved froa 5 4 2 6 - m 6 to 506a-1370| 3d i l a t , '' 

k Co, moved from vie lola (56SO-2204) tot 2 gans at 506S-1370 and 2 gans at 505-153. 

1st F l a t , B C o , 7 0 1 , moved from 585-225 to 5e7-243 and 591-243 closing at 2000A. 

2d Plat, B C o , 7 0 1 closed at 591-235 & t 2 0 0 0 A , Ko other changes for this p e r i o d , 
# 

19 » March - Horiial harassing sissions carriod oat during the Period. Ko 

change I n locations or attachaents. • ' 

20 - March - B C o , 701, moved 1st Plat plus one gun 2d Plat to 6031-2369 

closing at 1 5 0 0 A , 3a Plat, plus one gun ol" 2d Plat closad at 6047-2360 at 1500A, 

2d Plat - 2 guns closed at 593-235 at 15O0A. 1st Sect, 2d Flat, C C o , 701 closed 

a t 601-244 and 2d Sect at 606-254 at 20001 M a r . B C o , 7 5 1 , carried out obsd firo 

missions on houses and ey personnel vdtb good results. G C o , 7 5 1 , no activity, 

21 - Isarch - B C o , 7 0 1 , detchd Force IJadden and is under operational control 

424 FA G p . Able a r ^ Dog btrys of E C o , 7 0 1 , fired registration on road junction, 

C Co continued ursier o p s r a t i o m l control Force Madden, lio change in locations, 

22 - March - A C o , 701 test fired aeniian 75ca F^k Ko'.f and found gun operating 

correctly. B C o , under operational control 424 FA Gp fired harassing, registrations, 

and iHurainating missions during period. D C o , 3d Plat, 7 5 1 , fired 1 mission on ey 

persorinal. ' , , ' . ' ' 

23 - Uirch - In redistribution of armor B C o , 751 Tank Bn took up the 

following positions: 1st ELat, 1st Sect at 493-140 - 2 tanks, 2d Sect at 48S-143 -

1 tarlc and 48S-145 - 1 tank, 2d Plat, 1st Sect 520-170 - 3 tanks, 2d Sect at 516-176 -

2 tanks, 3d Flat, 1st Sect 507-165 - 3 tanks, 2d Sect 499-166 - 2 tanks, closing 

at 2145A M a r . laoviag from Corona 1 tank hit a mine at 5175-1745 and >*as coapleteljr 

, ' , £ E C B S I . ' " 



destroyai, 3d Plat, B C o , ? 5 1 Tank Bn, moved, to: 1 Sect 527-17? and 2d Sect 

5 3 1 - 1 7 8 . , • ' ' • 

24 Ifarch - k C o , 7 0 1 test fired Geraan ?.5cia rifle, gun fired very T*ell, 

no aalfaactlone, B C o , 701 rms.%riB. under operational .control, 424 FA Gp C C o , 

701 remains .under operational control fbrce Madden.' 

25 - M-arch - B C o , 7 0 1 , moved 5 guns froa 603-236 to 592-23? closing at 242000A 

iMr* lo incidents occured ""duririg movement. A C o , 701,, fired 0-erman 75ca Fac iiow 

.with good results. Ren C o , Bttll datchd, relieved at 242i(X)i M a r by B C o , 1st 

Tank B n and'closed at Stanco (710-219) Pioneer plat i n position a t 706 - 2 3 1 ( 3 mortars) 

•atchd to Ist Taa^ B n . ^ " ' 

• 26 March - " A C o , 6 TBs in anti-tanir role pull back to indirect i'ii'e positions 

at 507-137 and 505-138 for spscial missions.' B ' C o , 7 0 1 , carried.,ait arty irdssioasV -

C Co - Ko change. B , C,'and D C.oapanieg, 751 "fenk Bo - l o activity, 

. 27 - larch.- 1 S e c t , M Plat, B C o , 751 Tank B n returned to positions at 

507-166 after slight move to avoid ey arty fire. Csual arty missions carried 

out by A and. B C o s , 7 0 1 . B, C, and D C o s , 751 Tank Bn - lo activity. 

28 - Karch « C C o , 7 0 1 , let Plat (Able btry) at 5913-2367 , 2d Flat (Dog btry) 

•at 6047-2359, 3d Plat (Star btry) at 5 9 2 6 - 2 3 4 8 ) , 'Rear CP at 5S3-233 arid'is under 

operational control 424 FA G p . ' B Co, 7 0 1 CP closed at 607-252, 1st Elat ^ 6 - 2 5 4 -

2 guns, 2 guns at 601-244, 2d Plat at 566 - 2 1 9 , 3d Fiat at 609-253, Ptear C P at , 

572-223 closing at 281125A M a r and is ur»der operational control Force M a d d e n . 

29 - 31 March - So change in locations or attaca-aents during this pe-riod. 

Konaal harassirig adssicxia carried exit, • • 

Positions at close of Period1 

B n CP . L557-150 -. B n Tiains .1581-118 

A Co CP L516-129 • , _ Ist Plat, Ist Beet 4S9-151 - 2 IBs 
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S-1 AIJNSX. TO OPERA TIONS REPORT. FOR . PERIOD 1 - . 31. MA RGH. X945. 

I , a. CASUALTIES; 

Grade Name 

Sgt Ricterd Wehrley 15042970 C 5 M a r 45 LWA 

Pfc Charles W . Keith 32033603 C 5 M a r 45 LWA 

Cpl Dalco L Zeigler 34071666 C 6 Mar 45 L m 
Pvt Lester M , Phillips 6985182 B 6 Mar 45 LWA 

Tec 5 William C. King 14004817 C 7 Mar 45 LWA 
Pvt Dale P . Holy bee 398^3207 C 7 Mar 45 LWA 

Pvt John T , Smith 34442336 C 8 Mar 45 . ELA 

»S/Sgt Sterling K . Sfaith 15042538 C 9 M a r 45 LWA 

Sfet Donald J . Blank • 332468O5 A 29 Mar 45 U A 

Cpl Earl E . Gipson 15077722 Ren 29 Mar 45 KIA 

*S/Sgt Jim W , Hooten 34147207 Ren 29 Mar 45 LWA 

* Indicates personnel not hospitalized, 

b . Changes in Status of Personnel Previously Reported as Casualties: 

Pfc Clyde*Morton 38029256 B LWA 9 Feb 45 RTD 24 M a r 45 

I I . A?/ARDS 

a . Legion Of Merit: • 

T/Sgt Heniy D , Kirsher 37098831 Co B, per GO #51 Hq MTOUSA cs 

b . Bronze Star Medal: 

T/Sgt Hov*ard J , Spaulding 35155475 Hq & Hq C o , per GO #24 1st Armd 

c. Purple % a r t : 

Tec 5 William C . King I4OO48I7 Co C per GO #18 Hq 1st Artad Div cs 
Pfc Lorenzo P . Ford 13087071 Co C per GO #19 Hq 1st Armd Div cs 
Pvt William J. Novak 35320783 Co C per GO #20 Hq l^t Armd Div cs 

I I I . R E P L A C E a E N T S ; 

During the period the Battalion received one officer and sixteen enlisted 
men as replacements, 

IV. ROTATION AND TEMPORARY DUTY; ' 

Seven enlisted men departed for the D . S . on temporaiy duty and seven d e 
parted on rotation. 
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