
Into the Breech,,. 
F i l l i n g the Gap a t F a l a i s e 

On the morning of August 13, ^Skkt the b a t t a l i o n s d i r e c t i o n of advance was 

s h i f t e d northwards. When the German r e s e r v e s were s h i f t e d west to i s o l a t e ^ 

Patton by a c o u n t e r t h r u s t through Mortain, F i e l d M a r s h a l l Montgomery's B r i t i s h 

and Canadian 2 1 s t Army Group launched t h e i r own d r i v e south from Caen, Two German 

armies now found themselves i n a dwindling c o r r i d o r between Patton and Montgomery -

a most unhealthy p o s i t i o n . Presented with a golden opportunity to e n c i r c l e and 

destroy both 7th Armee and Panzer Gruppe Eberbach^(^n August 8 t j ^ Patton ordered 

XV Corps*^o d r i v e to Argentan, By the 12th, the 5th Armored D i v i s i o n had reached 

the southern o u t s k i r t s of Argentan and the f o l l o w i n g day elements ^ t e r e d Le-Bourg-

S a i n t - I e o n a r d , Here they h a l t e d to wait for the B r i t i s h , now some 18 m i l e s n o r t h . 

At 1030 on the 13th the 773rd l e f t Le Mans and, a f t e r a pause a t Courgain, 

a r r i v e d a t Marche Maisons t h a t evening. The previous tenants of the Bivouac §£iix 

had l e f t r a t h e r h u r r i d l y and G Company's armored c a r s gathered i n eight abandoned 

t r u c k s from a German ammunition convoy. The o r i g i n a l owners were nowhere to be 

found so the b a t t a l i o n s e t t l e d i n f o r the n i g h t . Meanwhile, elements of the 116th 

Panzer D i v i s i o n heading back from Mortain were ordered to take up p o s i t i o n s i n 

Argentan and the neighboring Gouffen f o r e s t . 

T h i s new German armored presence soon made i t s e l f f e l t . At 1000 hours on the 

1/fth "A" and "C" Companies were a l e r t e d to the approach of a column of German t a n k s . 

Captains R i c h a r d and K e l l y were making ready f o r t h e i r f i r s t a c t i o n by checking 

v e h i c l e s and equipment, when overhead a f l i g h t of P-^7 "Thunderbolts" r o a r e d i n to 

launch t h e i r r o c k e t s a t t a r g e t s beyond view. The a i r s t r i k e , together with a shoot 

by the 813th Tank D e s t r o y e r s , turned back the Nazi t h r u s t and the two 773rd com­

panies were able to stand down. T h e i r advance to Argentan continued u n t i l 1810 

hours when the b a t t a l i o n took up p o s i t i o n about three m i l e s southeast of t h a t c i t y , 

r e l i e v i n g the 628th Tank Destroyer Bn, F i r i n g p o s i t i o n s covering the southern 

e x i t s of the town were taken up by the M-lO's of "A" and "B" Companies, while tbe 

Reconnaissance Company Personnel provided a s e c u t i t y s c r e e n , "C" Company was i n 
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r e s e r v e and ready to move to the support of the other two. L a t e r t h a t night the 

2nd F r e e French Armored D i v i s i o n moved up on the b a t t a l i o n ' s l e f t behind "A" 

Company's p o s i t i o n . 

Back a t XV Corps Headquarters, General George S, Patton was p e r t n r b e d . Four 

of h i s d i v i s i o n s ( 5 t h Armored, 79th I n f a n t r y , 90th I n f a n t r y and 2nd French 

Armored) were h a l t e d , not by enemy a c t i o n , but by o r d e r s from SHAEF, A l l i e d p l a n s , 

decided on at a conference on August 8 t h , had s e t a boundry between the B r i t i s h and 

American a l l i e s j u s t south of Argentan, Now Patton had reached h i s s i d e of the l i n e , 

but Montgomery was s t i l l 18 m i l e s away; and i f there was one t h i n g "old blood and 

guts" could not abide i t was s i t t i n g s t i l l w a i t i n g f o r Monty, P a t t o n , t h e r e f o r e , 

detached two of h i s d i v i s i o n s ( 5 t h Armored and 79th I n f a n t r y ) to p r e s s on to the 

Seine R i v e r s i t e s , w h i l e the remaining u n i t s extended t h e i r l i n e s to hold 

the southern P i n c e r , To f a c i l i t a t e t h i s r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , Patton creaiifed a " p r o v i s i o n a l 

Corps" under Major-General Hugh J , G a f f e y , T h i s would i n c l u d e the 2nd French 

Armored D i v i s i o n , 80th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n and the 90th I n f a n t r y as w e l l as such 

a u x i l i a r y u n i t s as the 5th Tank Destroyer Group and the 773rd, 

These changes i n command had l i t t l e e f f e c t on the tank d e s t r o y e r s o u t s i d e 

Argentan, Through"! the next day the 773rd h e l d t h e i r p o s i t i o n s under s p o r a d i c 

a r t i l l e r y f i r e . The German gunners merely wasted t h e i r ammunition, while the b a t t a l -

ion gathered i n Nazi s t r a g g l e r s and began a progranh^f a g g r e s s i v e p a t r o l s . I n a l l , 89 

Germans were cp?itured by v a r i o u s elements of the 773rd on August 15, but the best 

news a r r i v e d s h o r t l y before midnight - the f i r s t i n f a n t r y company from tmmn Major 

General MacLain's 90th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n marched in^rom Alencon. T h i s was to mark 

the beginning of a long a s s o c i a t i o n between the "BlackPanthers" and the "Tough 

Ombres" of the 9 0 t h , 

But a s i n g l e company could not r e p l a c e the e n t i r e 5th Armored D i v i s i o n , now on 

i t s way to the S e i n e ; and the canoneeers of thi|773rd were s t i l l r e q u i r e d to f i l l i n 

as honorary foot slogg>rs p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r gun p o s i t i o n s . They remained i n p o s i t i o n 

here during the day of August 16th, w i t h t h e i r p r i n c i p a l a c t i v i t y being an excursion 
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through enemy t e r r i t o r y by Captain Emhardt's Reconnaissance Company. 

E a r l y that morning a French woman had stumbled i n t o the b a t t a l i o n ' s head­

q u a r t e r s and assembly a r e a . She claimed to be the wife of the v i l l a g e doctor i n 

nearby S a i , and t h a t a group of Germans were holding her husband and th^other 

townspeople hostage. I n response to her a p p e a l , L t , C o l , S p i e s s ordered the Recon 

Company to i n v e s t i g a t e , Emhardt's armored c a r s made two passes through the town 

i f t * l a s t i n s t a n c e j u s t as dusk was f a l l i n g . There was a b r i e f f i r e - r f i g h t among 

the b u i l d i n g s , and Emhardt r e t u r n e d with the d o c t o r , the v i l l a g e r s and 13 German 

p r i s o n e r s . But there was to be no r e s t for Recon platoon - by I9OO they were back 

i n the fr o n t l i n e covering''B" Company's f i r e p o s i t i o n s . 

During the day General Gaffey had l a i d p l a n s for a new a t t a c k f u r t h e r to the 

e a s t . The gap would now be c l o s e d along the l i n e of the r i v e r D i v e s , Montgomery's 

d i v i s i o n s would s t r i k e through Trun w h i l e the U.S. 90th I n f a n t r y drove on 

Chambois. As a r e s u l t the 773rd ( l e s s "B" and Reconnaissance Companies, who were 

s t i l l holding a s e c t o r of the Argentan f r o n t ) was moved e a s t to Almeneches a t 

about midnight i n p r e p a r a t i o n for an a t t a c k on Le-Bourg-St-Leonard on the morning 

of the 17th. 

However, the planned a s s a u l t was dej^ayed by another change i n cmmmand. 

General Leonard Gerow w i t h h i s V Corps Headquarters had been appointed by 

Commander 12th Army group to take charge of the P r o v i s i o n a l Corps, i^his would put 

the troops i n the Argentan a r e a under command of the U.S. 1st Army, and thereby 

f r e e Patton to concentrate on h i s dash to the S e i n e . But the r e s h u f f l i n g cost time, 

and thus i t was not u n t i l I4OO hours on August 17 that the b a t t a l i o n launched i t s 

f i r s t a t t a c k . 

The town of Le-Bourg-St, Leonard i s l o c a t e d on a r i d g e l i n e overlooking the 

Dives R i v e r v a l l e y . West of the town the Foret-De-Gouffen covers the c r e s t of the 

r i d g e towards Argentan and F a l a i s e w i t h dense woods. The main highway, N Zk B i s , 

runs south of t h i s wooded a r e a to Le-Bourg where i t j o i n s a secondary road l e a d i n g 

north down i n t o the v a l l e y to Chambois, From vantage p o i n t s i n and around the 
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v i l l a g e , the g e n t l y r o l l i n g t e r r a i n of the v a l l e y i s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e as i t 

s t r e a c h e s to the high ground on the opposite s i d e of the D i v e s . T h i s i s farmland 

with few patches of woods and numerous smal l v i l l a g e s s c a t t e r e d ove^^he l a n d s c a p e . 

Between August 13th and 17th LeBourg had changed hands s e v e r a l t i m e s , a s 

p a t r o l s from both s i d e s passed through. The l a s t exchange had occurred j u s t the 

day before when C o l . Bacon's 359th U.S. I n f a n t r y had been d r i v e n out by a determined 

a t t a c k by elements of both the 2nd SS and 116th Panzer D i v i s i o n s . The Germans, how­

e v e r , i n i l f i i l ^ t o s t a y . M i n e f i e l d s were l a i d , machine guns were se t up and the 

c l a t t e r of German tanks was heard i n the narrow s t r e e t s and surrounding f i e l d s and 

woods. 

Before the c o u n t e r a t t a c k , at about HOO hours, the Reconnaissance Company 

r e j o i n e d the r e s t of b a t t a l i o n a t Almeneches, having been r e l i e v e d by i n f a n t r y of 

the 80th D i v i s i o n . Emhardt rep o r t e d t h a t he and Capt. P a t t e r s o n ' s "B" Company 

had been under German a r t i l l e r y f i r e during the morning but no c a s u a l t i e s had been 

s u f f e r e d . However, "B" Company would not be a b l e to r e t u r n to the b a t t a l i o n before 

the scheduled a s s a u l t . N e v e r t h e l e s s L t . C o l , S p i e s s deployed h i s two remaining TD 

companies to supporting p o s i t i o n s , 

Capt. R i c h a r d ' s "A" Company l e a d the way north along the Almeneches-LeBourg 

r o a d . The I B a t t a l i o n , 359th I n f a n t r y was i n p o s i t i o n on the southern o u t s k i r t s 

of Le Bourg and the M-IO's of "A" Company were to support t h e i r a t t a c k , L i e u t . John 

S n i d e r , commanding the 2nd p l a t t o n , was r i d i n g i n a jeep ahead of the main body of 

the company, when he passed over a c u l v e r t through which r a n a shallow c r e e k , A b i t ' 

beyond t h i s p o i n t , Snider turned o f f to the r i g h t , where he r e c o n n o i r t e r e d p o s s i b l e 

p o s i t i o n s for h i s k tank d e s t r o y e r s . 

Sergeant Henry Mutt's M-10 was l e a d i n g the 2nd p l a t o o n , and A Company, as 

they approached the creek c r o s s i n g . No one i s q u i t e sure t h a t happened t h e n . Per­

haps a l u r k i n g German p i o n i e r ^ saw h i s chance and c l o s e d an e l e c t r i c a l c i r c u i t ; or 

perhaps i t was j u s t ^ n a n t i - t a n k mine. N e v e r t h e l e s s , as the tank destroyer r o l l e d 

onto the c u l v e r t , the roadway explosed under i t . The M-10 l u r c h e d to a h a l t where 
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i t and the craUer from the e x p l o s i o n blocked the r o a d . 

Scouts were sent out and r e p o r t e d that there was a passable t r a i l east of 

the highway and soon "A" Company was r o l l i n g forward a g a i n . Capt. E i c h a r d 

deployed h i s three platoons a c r o s s the southern edge of town. Here two roads 

entered the^built up a r e a , and on the r i g h t L t . S n i d e r ' s 3 remaining guns covered 

one r o u t e . On the opposite f l a n k L t , Glen Reek's 1st platoon was i n f i r i n g 

p o s i t i o n ; w h i l e , between the tow, L t , B i l l Maus' 3rd platoon made ready to provide 

c l o s e support f o r the i n f a n t r y a s s a u l t , 

"C" Company had a l s o been ordered forward with the mission of covering the 

western approaches to the town and woods north o ^ h e Argentan-Le Bourg highway. 

Captain K e l l y followed the same route as "A" Company as f a r as the destroyed 

b r i d g e , but when he attempted to by pass i t , he ran i n t o a m i n e f i e l d which blocked 

f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s . With no way to c l e a r a way through the mines, K e l l y r a d ioed 

b a t t a l i o n H,Q, for f u r t h e r o r d e r s . 

They were soon forthcoming. Blocked to the west, C Company was sent e a s t . 

Back down the road to Almeneches, then a c r o s s to LE Heres Du P i n and up the Ar-

gentan-Le Bourg-Paris Highway to a rendevous w i t h I I B a t t a l i o n of the 359th e a s t 

of Le Bourg, K e l l y s e t up h i s command post here and then dispatched two of h i s 

platoons i n an immediate d r i v e toward the e a s t e r n s i d e of the town, 
^ I t was now about 1600 hours and past time f o r the planned a t t a c k , 
- I t was now 1600 hours and, south of Le Bourg, the I s t and 3rd platoons of "A" 

Company opened a short but concentrated b a r r a g e . For about 5 minutes high e x p l o s i v e 

crashed i n t o the German occupied b u i l d i n g s . 

The Germans were not caught napping, however. Heavy guns from the Panzer 

D i v i s i o n s ' a r t i l l e r y l a i d t h e i r own c o n c e n t r a t i o n s on the a t t a c k i n g formations 

f o r c i n g the Americans to i n c h t h e i r way forward among a f o r e s t of s h e l l b u r s t s . 

But the American a s s a u l t was i r r e s i s t a b l e . Supported by the Shermans of the 712th 

Tank B a t t a l i o n , Maus' platoon of TD's entered the b u i l t up a r e a ; and i n the f a i l i n g 

l i g h t M-10's and German Mark I V ' s s t a l k e d each other i n the a l l e y s of Le Bourg, 
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Sergeants Nolan Mlntz and Herman Werner followed Maus i n t o the town. Among 

the c l o s e spaced houses t h e i r T.D.'s encountered three Mk I V ' s ; but the gunners, 

Corporals H.C, C a r l e t o n and Jim Holmes, were ready, and a l l three Nazi tanks 

were disposed o f . However, i n the narrow s t r e e t s German s n i p e r s were able to look 

right-down i n t o the open topped M-10's. A Company's c a s u a l t i e s began to mount. 

The American a t t a c k brought a quick German r e a c t i o n . As the 3rd platoon 

fought i t s way i n t o Le Bourg, two Panzers were maneuvering to take them i n the 

f l a n k . L t , John Snider was perched on the r e a r deck of one h i s M-10's covering the 

southeast road when the s i n i s t e r shape of a German Mark IV emerged. Both crews saw 

each other a t the same time and both t u r r e t s began to t r a v e r s e . By good l u c k and 

quick r e f l e x e s the American got o f f the f i r s t s h o t . There was no need for a second 

round. A short time l a t e r S n i d e r ' s a t t e n t i o n was a t t r a c t e d by a G . I . from the 

359th, The s o l d i e r was p o i n t i n g i n t o the brush and s a y i n g t h a t another German tank 

was l u r k i n g i n the woods. Snider ordered the gun commander to t r a i n on the sus­

pected a r e a , then scanned the f o l i a g e for a s i g n of the t a r g e t . But the German's 

camouflage was too e f f e c t i v e . F r u s t r a t e d the infantryman came up with an i d e a 

"Aim d i r e c t l y over my helmet" he s a i d . Then turned and walked toward the 

enemy tan k . Some d i s t r a n c e from the M-10 he turned and s i g n a l e d to S n i d e r , I n the 

t u r r e t the gunner found h i s human aiming p o s t , s e t h i s s i g h t s and sent a round of 

A,P, i n t o the bushes beyond him. S c r a t c h one f l a n k i n g f o r c e , 

^ On the eas t s i d e of tiwn the o r i g i n a l a t t a c k had been s t a l l e d under the 

heavy German a r t i l l e r y f i r e . To r e g a i n momentum the r e s e r v e company of I B a t t a l i o n , 

359th I n f a n t r y was committed, j u s t north of the P a r i s highway. Supporting them 

was L t , Nick A l l e n d e r ' s platoon from "C" Company accompanied by the armored c a r s 

of the 3rd Recon p l a t o o n . Renewed p r e s s u r e from both south and eas t forced the 

Na z i s s l o w l y back. 

At 1930 h o u r s , the time of the renewed a t t a c k on the e a s t e r n approach. 

Captain K e l l y was f i n a l l y able to complete h i s o r i g i n a l assignment. The 2nd 

Platoon from "C" Company was ordered to s k i r t the southern edge of town through 
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"A" Company's a r e a and take up covering p o s i t i o n on the Argentan r o a d . The 

defenders were now boxed i n on three s i d e s . 

By 2000, the town was secured and c o n s o l i d a t i o n began, A l l e n d e r ' s platoon 

r a l l i e d back a t the "C" Company command past e a s t of the town, l e s s one M-10, I t 

had been knocked out with two crewmen wounded i ^ h e c l o s e f i g h t i n g , L i e u t , Joe 

M i c h a e l s ' I s t platoon remained i n the town holding p o s i t i o n s with the i n f a n t r y , 

"A" Company a l s o held t h e i r ground both i n the town i t s e l f ( 3 r d platoon) end on 

i t s southern p e r i m e t e r . Within the American l i n e s s i x smouldering Panzer Mark IV 

hulks marked the 773rd's f i r s t v i c t i m s . They would not be the l a s t . 

Meanwhile, b a t t a l i o n headquarters was keeping busy as w e l l . When the r e p o r t 

came i n from "A" Company about the T,D, damaged by mines. C o l , S p e i s s sent L t , 

John Sharp and h i s pioneer platoon down the Almeneches-Le Eourg road to c l e a r 

i t . I n the p r o c e s s the dama/^ed M-10 was r e c o v e r e d . A^fcthe same time Tech/5 H, 

S i v l e r e along with P f c , Pay Dehon s e t out by t r u c k to evacuate the b a t t a l i o n ' s 

c a s u a l t i e s from Le Bourg. T h i s they d i d , b r i n g i n g back the I4 wounded men from 

A and G G mpanies, as w e l l as c a s u a l t i e s from the 359th and the 712th Tank 

B a t t a l i o n , to the b a t t a l i o n a i d s t a t i o n s e t up by Capt, S i n g e r ' s medicalde-

i 

tachment. 

I n what was r a p i d l y becoming the F a l a i s e Pocket, the German command was 

d e s p a r a t e . An o r d e r l y withdrawal was f a s t t u r n i n g i n t o a rout a s Canadian and 

P o l i s h armor drove towards the Dives c r o s s i n g s from the n o r t h . On the evening of 

August 17, the p r e s s u r e on the northern f l a n k forced tlie) F i e l d M a r s h a l l von Kluge 

to withdraw 2nd SS Panzer D i v i s i o n u n i t e from Le-Bourge S t , Leonard to Vimoutiers 

where I I SS Panzer Korps was r e f o r m i n g . The withdrawal plan was for Panzer Gruppe 

Eberbach to hold the c o r r i d o r open for 7th Armee, Thus the German armor was de­

ployed for the f i n a l breakout as f o l l o w s : 

Panzer Gruppe Eberbach - holding the shoulders of the pocket 

I I SS Panzer Korps - northern f l a n k 

2nd SS Panzer D i v i s i o n 

1 9 t h SS Panzer D i v i s i o n 

12th SS Panzer D i v i s i o n 
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21s t Panzer D i v i s i o n ^ 

XLVII Panzer Korps - southern fj^ank 
2nd Panzer D i v i s i o n 
116th Panzer D i v i s i o n 

7th Armee - withdrawing from pocket 

1st SS Panzer D i v i s i o n 

10th SS Panzer D i v i s i o n 

The r e s u l t of t h i s r e s h u f f l i n g was the l o s s of any chance to r e t a k e Le-

Bourg-St, Leonard, The l a s t r e s e r v e of 116th Panzer D i v i s i o n - t h e ^ i g h t y odd 

s u r v i v o r s of D i v i s i o n Reconnaissance B a t t a l i o n - was thrown i n to r e p l a c e the 

storm tr o o p e r s ; but t h e i r weakened c o u n t e r a t t a c k on the town made at 2300, was' 

r e p u l s e d and by mignight - Le Bonrg was f i r m l y i n American hands. 

The Nazis had not yet shot t h e i r b o l t , however. The pre-dawn darkness was 

r i p p e d apart by the s h r i e k of hundreds of r o c k e t s . The German Nehelwerfers, a l i a s 

"Screamin Mimis", smashed i n t o Le-Bourg and the American p o s i t i o n s surrounding i t . 

One 150mm p r o j e c t i l e landed d i r e c t l y on S g t , C h a r l e s Brough's K-10's, The 

v e h i c l e was blown a p a r t ; and Brough, P r i v a t e R,L, Simpson and P r i v a t e G,L, S o r r e l -

were k i l l e d i n s t a n t l y . M i r a c u l o u s l y , however, the other two crewmen, though 

badly wounded s u r v i v e d . Three other men from the b a t t a l i o n wero wounded; but the 

Germans f a i l e d to f o l l o w up t h e i r bombardment with a ground a s s a u l t , and at O4OO 

hours on the 18th, Michaels platoon was withdrawn from i t s p o s i t i o i ^ n the town to 

the C Company command post i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the next days operatdion, 

^Dawn, From patches of damp ground and woods white masts rose to mingle with 

the smoke from the burning f o r e s t . Soon the fighter-bombers would be c i r c u l i n g 

above the v a l l e y . Along the Le-Bourg - Chambois road the Germans dug i n v/ith grim 

determination to hold the r e t r e a t route open. 

But i t was not Gen, MacLain's i n t e n t i o n to a t t a c k the enemy's st r o n g e s t 

p o i n t . At 0700 I I I B a t t a l i o n , 359th I n f a n t r y renewed the a t t a c k , supported by 

L i e u t , A l l e n d c r s platoon from "C" Company, T h i s f o r c e s i d e stepped past the main 

Nazi p o s i t i o n along the road; and, moving along the edge of the f o r e s t , dug them­

s e l v e s i n on the high groundaorthwest of the v i l l a g e of Fougy, T h i s was a headland 
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at the n o r t h e a s t corner of the Foret-De-Gouffern with a commanding view of the 

" western approaches to Chambois. Fro?B the c r a s t of the r i s e known as h i l l 129 a v a s t 

panorama of panic spread before the a s t o n i s h e d G . I . ' s , The east-west roads i n the 

v a l l e y below were choked w i t h enemy t r a n s p o r t . I t was an a r t i l l e r y m a n ' s dream and 

at 0900 hours the guns - 15 b a t t e r i e s of d i v i s i o n and corps a r t i l l e r y - opened f i r e , 

A l l e n d e r ' s T.D,'s, waited for the i n e v i t a b l e German c o u n t e r a t t a c k , 

L i e u t , C h a r l e s von Behren's 2nd p l a t o o n , "C" Company had spent the night i n 

p o s i t i o n west of the town. Now they wsrs s h i f t e d to the northern approach, along 

the Chambois r o a d . The four T.D,'s took up p o s i t i o n s on the o u t s k i r t s of the town 

near the church t t t h two M-IO's on each s i d e of the roadway. Beyond the church 

the highway entered a broad "S" curve and at the opposite end a German Panzer IV 

covered the road i n much the same way as von Eehrens own v e h i c l e s . The two T,D,'s 

on the l e f t s i d e of the road were under o c c a s s i o n a l s n i p e r f i r e from the Germans 

around the church during much of the morning. At about 1100 hourn a jeep v/ith an 

o f f i c e r from the 359th drove up to the platoon's p o s i t i o n , lie was warned of the 

presence of the German tank, but disregarded the a d v i c e . The jeep sped on around 

the bend and a moment l a t e r there was a sharp crack of a high v e l o c i t y gun 

followed by a cloud of smoke r i s i n g over the t r e e l i n e , A p a t r o l with a bazooka 

team had been sent out e a r l i e r to deal 4 i t h the troublesome tank but th^^r^^^jn.^s^jp^ 

baf^n'NaBiil./^aiiit^^aT^lJ^ had not been 

^/""^aCble to get i n a good s h o t . Now von Behren took raattars i n t o h i s ovm hands. He 

know approximately where the Panzer was l u r k i n g and so ordered the 11-10 to ad­

vance. Corporal Leon M a r t i n , the d r i v e r , edged onto the road and headed f o r the 

bend^ While above the t u r r e t t r a v e r s e d to the l e f t and an AP round was raaaed up 

the snout. I t was l i k e the c l a s s i c western "shoot-out". Both a n t a g o n i s t s knew what 

was coming and he who got o f f the f i r s t shot would s u r v i v e , 

\. 

The 3 inch«'crashQd and slammed back a g a i n s t i i f u S I S S i i ?2schanisa. The l o a d e r 

i 

\ f l u n g another s h e l l i n t o the open b r e e c h j But i t was^n't n e c e s s a r y . The f i r s t 

\d had b l a s t e d the Mark IV to s c r a p i r o n . 
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During the the afternoon the 2nd platoon held t h e i r p o s t . E a r l y inv 

evening another German tank was r e p o r t e d nearby and the platoon opened f i r e on i t s 

suspected p o s i t i o n , but without n o t i c e a b l e r e s u l t . Then at I93O hours the T.D.'s 

were ordered to move forward w i t h the I I B a t t a l i o n 359th, advancing about a mile 

to the c r o s s r o a d s l e a d i n g to Fougy. Here they took d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n s and w i t h i n 

h a l f an hour the Germans launched t h e i r own c o u n t e r a t t a c k . The T^D.'s were w e l l 

s i t e d , and i n the fading t w i l i g h t w e l l aimed f i r e | , accounted f o r three more Mark 

IV'8 (one of these was recovered by the enemy however and was only claimed a s a 

probable.) 

While "C" Company bore the brunt of f i g h t i n g on the 18th, A and B companies 

remained i n h h e i r p o s i t i o n s . L a t e t h a t night r e l i e f f i n a l l y a r r i v e d f o r "B" 

Company s t i l l holding the l i n e south of Argentan, Captain W i l l i a m B, "Pat" 

P a t t e r s o n l e f t the area a t 2100 hours and moved to the command p o s t . I n the 

morning the b a t t a l i o n would f i n a l l y be able to operate a s a complete u n i t . Meanwhile 

L i e u t e n a n t s , Walt Schewe and Charlies Thompson took t h e i r recon platoons towards 

F e l s and Chambois i n a s e a r c h for p o s s i b l e f i r i n g p o s i t i o n s and r o u t e s of advance. 

At 2300 hours they reported back a t the CP then turned i n f o r a few hours r e s t . 

Tomorrow would be a busy day. 

I n the enemy camp, August the 18th had been a d i s a s t e r o u s day. I n the n o r t h , 

the Canadians had captured Trun, and deployed along the e a s t bank of the D i v e s , 

A s m a l l a l l i e d f o r c e was t h r e a t e n i n g the two stone b r i d g e s at S. Lambert. I n the 

west the B r i t i s h 2nd Army was e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e on the f r o n t of the pocket, while 

i n the south the Americans were c l o s i n g i n on Chambois, while on three s i d e s the 

massed a r t i l l e r y of t hree f i e l d armies pounded every i n c h of the pocket. 

General Hausser, commanding 7th Armee, knew h i s time was running o u t . Now, i f 

any of h i s troops were to escape they m^ight f i g h t t h e i r way o u t . The a t t a c k e a s t -

'~'\s was s e t f o r the next day, the 19th, and a l l 5 Panzer D i v i s i o n s were to be 

d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t Chambois. 

O63O hoiu'S on the 19th and "B" Company was a l r e a d y on the move. Joined by the 

two r e c o n a i s s a n c e platoons t h a t had scouted the l a s t n i g h t . Captain Paterson leAd 
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h i ? company ±n r.tipiiort of I I I B a t t a l i o n , l l l l l t I n f a n t r y , T h e i r o b j e c t i v e was 

the high ground northeast of ChamboiB and to r e a c h i t the TD's had to c r o s s the 

L'lves, L i e u t , Ben P h i l l i p c ' l e t platoon was i n the l e a d v/hen they reached r i v e r ; 

but herf> the stream proved only a minor o b s t a c l e - 12 f e e t i n width - and caused 

only a b r i e f d e l a y . I n a few minutes, P h i l l i p e and h i s platoon were headed north­

ward •"gain. They Y-sre badly needed. 

About h a l f a mile n o r t h e a s t of Chambois the 358th had run i n t o a hornet's 

n e s t , A l a r g e contingent c f Germans r i t h .armored support had stepped the 

b a t t a l i o n cold and was f o r c i n f the C I ' E back when Paterson a r r i v e d w i t h the 1st 

p l a t o o n . The TP's roared i n t o a c t i o n and i n a f u r i o u s f i r e - f i g h t they broke the 

back of the IJazi battle*-group. Two German tanVs erupted under f i r e from the M-10's 

Ammunition t r u c k s , a s t a f f c a r , and groups of i n f a n t r y were a l l b l a s t e d by high 

e x p l o s i v e from the 3 i n c h e r s of the 1st p l a t o o n , Snccursged the G.I's swept f o r ­

ward a g s i n and gathered i n EOMS 4^0 dazsd and exhausted p r i s o n e r s . 

The 2nd and 3rd x i a t M n x 

aK3rii±t!t"t2^xM«iKiyzAtJ:sx3Sxx*x platoons of "B" Company were some d i s t a n c e 

behind Paterson and P h i l l i p s , and only reached F e l s by n i g h t f a l l . One Mark IV 

Panzer had been dispatched by the 2nd Platoon on the way, however, there was r e ­

l a t i v e l y l i t t l e other r e s i s t s n c e . 

On H i l l 129 L i e u t , A l l e n d e r ' s platoon from "C" Company was running short of 

ammunition, and Capt, K e l l y decidad to r e l i e v e i t i n order to r e s u p p l y the M-lO's, 

The l e t platoon had spent tha previous day i n r e s e r v e ; now L t , Michels l e ^ d t h e i r 

3 remaining TH up tha h i l l . As afternoon turned i n t o evening a long column from 

the I s t SS Panzer D i v i s i o n passed under H i l l 129 heading ea s t towards the 

c r o s s i n g s at Chamboils and S t , Laaibert, The TD's opened f i r e speeding the Germans 

on t h e i r way and l i t t e r i n g the roadway with an undetermined number of burning 

v e h i c l e s , 

jKelicved from t h e i r p o s i t i o n on h i l l 129, A l l e n d e r ' s 3rd platoon r e t u r n e d to 

the G Company command post a t the c r o s s r o a d s e a s t of fougy* Eere the M~10'E were 

r e f u e l e d and t h e i r ammunition r a c k s r e f i l l e d . Then they s e t out once more to j o i r 
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I B a t t a l i o n of the 559th at Fougy, A l l e n d e r remained i n ths r e l a t i v e l y quiet 

s e c t o r the r e s t of the day and n i g h t . 

The main blow on August 19th, however, was to come from I I B a t t a l i o n of the 

359th supported by von Btehren's 2nd pl a t o o n , "C" Company, T h e i r mission was to 

capture Chambois, lairi n g !ihe afternoon they advanced down the Chafflbois-Le-Bourg 

highway to the F e l c r o s s r o a d s where they c r o s s e d hhe d i v e s . At about 1600 tha 

b a t t a l i o n reached the o u t s k i r t s of t h e i r o b j e c t i v e . The tank d e s t r o y e r s were 

c a l l e d up and von Behren guns softened up a rov/ of f o r t i f i e d houses* "S" Company 

of the 359th entered the town and soon had Joined men from the l e t P o l i s h armored 

D i v i s i o n , By 1930 hours the Germans had been c l e a r e d from the town, and the 

American and P o l i s h commanders had organized i t s defense. An i n t e g r a l p a r t of that 

defense would be find platoon C Company, 773rd Tank Destroyers^!, 

Deployed along the western and northern approaches to the town, von Behren's 

platoon waa engaged by l a r g e enemy forc e at about 1800» ( T h i s i)robably i n c l u d e d 

s u r v i v o r s of the column engaged by the I s t platoon from h i l l 1 2 9 ) , The s e r i e s of 

f i e r c e f i r e - f i g h t s l a s t e d u n t i l . 2230 hours (10:30pm) and between them the two C 

Company platoons (Michaels I s t and H i l l 129 and von Behrf?n*s 2nd im Chambcis) 

accounted f o r 2 ffft^fel^'^tank, 8 panzer Mark I V ' s , 2 panzer I l l ' s (Command t a n k s ) , 

a s e l f - p r o p e l l e d gnn and some 20 e t h e r v e h i c l e s . 

—~^von Behren's platoon had a l s o s u f f e r e d some l o s s e s , however. 

[•J 

Two of h i s M - 1 0 » s were mechanical c a s u a l t i e s and a t h i r d hadf\daraaged t u r r e t 

which could not be tr.aversed, Bgt, L o u i e Schimpf's TD was the only f u l l ; ' 

o p e r a t i o n a l M-10 .in the platoon and e a r l y i n the ev-ning i t took up a f i r i n g pos­

i t i o n on the north edge of Chambois, H u l l down behind the angle of a stone w a l l 

a t the Junction of a farm t r a c k and the main r o a d , the/5^-"^inShlr had a commanding 

f i e l d of f i r e . To t h e i r r i g h t an i s o l a t e d farm house-was burning providing a 

l i r a i t e d amount of i l l u m i n a t i o n while i n the i n t e r s e c t i o n d i r e c t l y i ^ r o n t of the 

TD was the wreckage of a German motorcycle combination, A few yards north along 
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the iraln rop.d a Kasji n m machine teer. had s e t t l e d f o r the night • 

August 20, 19hht • found the 7 7 3 r d deployed i n a wire a c r e a c r o s s the German 

r e t r e a t r o u t e s throiifrh Chambois. On the extreme l e f t 1st p l a t o o n , C Company he l d 

the c r e s t of h i l l 129, "o t h e i r r i g h t 3rd platoon C Company, was i n p o s i t i o n tear 

FotTgy, On the western and northern o u t s k i r t s of Chambois the depleted 2nd platoon 

s t i l l hold t h e i r p o s i t i o n and on the high ground e a s t of the town 1st p l a t o o n , B 

Company, covered the e a s t e r n e x i t s . Southeast of Chambois the 2nd and 3rd platoon 

held the r i g h t f l a n k . A Company was i n b a t t a l i o n r e s e r v e a t Le Eourg S t . Leonard, 

ready to support any of the other vinits as needed. 

Pawn on h i l l 129* L i e u t , fAichaels, on the c r e s t with h i s M-IO's, looked down 

a c h i l l i n g s i g h t * On both s i d e s of the h i l l long columns of German armor were de­

ployed, I c u n e d i s t s l y t h s TP's opened flr«», sending sn avalanche of armor p i e r c i n g and 

hifjb e x p l o s i v e s h e l l s down the slope and the mess of Nazi v e h i c l e s . The Germans 

were quick to r e p l y with a r t i l l e r y , mortars and s h e l l arras - as w e l l as d i r e c t f i r e 

from h a l f a dc3.3n tanks .?nd .-^esault guns. For two hours the exchange continued, but 

the M-10'3 wore f a s t running out of ammunition. A l a r g e p o r t i o n of t h e i r s h e l l s had 

bean orpendr^d the night before and no r e s u p p l y had reached them. At 0800 hours 

Michaels sent out a c a l l f or help to b a t t a l i o n H,Q, 

''7, " ^ e ' r ^ h i t " 

'•f-r^ Sergonant E r n i e Pabe ordered h i e crew to bale out and take c o v e r . C l e a r of the 

damaged M-10, Pabo or.ganlzed the evacuation of h i s three wounded crewmen, w h i l e 

P r i v a t e I r a Conklin went back to make sure t h a t the tank d e s t r o y e r would be of no 

use to the snsmy, German i n f a n t r y were c l o s i n g i n on the gun p o s i t i o n , as Conklin 

scrambled i n t o the t u r r e t . He noted t h a t there were s t i l l four rounds of high 

e x p l o s i v a l e f t i n the r a c k s ; and, r a t h e r than waste them, Conklin singlehandedly 

loaded and f i r e d each at the advancing German i n f a n t r y , dropp|ing some ifO of the 

a t t a c k e r s , With the c l o s e s t G-araan 3 scant 100 yards away Conklin s e t the de­

m o l i t i o n charges and soaKipered to s a f e t y . 

A s h o r t d i s t a n c e away Sergeant Aubrey Rayburn was engaged i n a duel with two 



Page 11+ 

p a n t h s r s , and 3 Mark I V ' s . Eayburn stood i n h i s t u r r e t and c a r e f u l l y cliose h i s /' 

s h o t s . Below him P r i v a t e Lavandsr n o r r i s kept a steady stream oi s h e l l s f l o w i n g ' j 

into the hungry breech of the 3 i n c h e r while Corporal Ralph W a l l s , l a i d h i s piec^ 

with p r e c i s i o n . Before they ran out of ammuuitioxi a l l 3 Nazi tanks h i d bsc-ii r s - / 

duced to burning wreckage, 

M i c h a e l s ' platoon was now down to two TL's-both with *apty s h e l l r a c k s . The 

b a t t a l i o n ammunition s e r g e a n t . Sergeant M.G, E l y , had t r i e d to get a load of ammo 

up to h i l l 129 but due to enemy a c t i v i t y he was unable to proceed beyond the- "C" 

Company comiaand p o s t . The r e l i e f platoon had not yet a r r i v e d , but I'iichaels had no 

option but to withdraw to th© C»P# to r e l o a d ana r e f u e l . 

Meanwhile, the German column north of the h i l l passed i n f r o n t of the 3rd 

Platoon's p o s i t i o n o u t s i d e Fougy, I t was about 0600 houra and the Germans were 

betv/een 100G and I5OO yards away when L i e u t , A l l e n d e r gave the o i d e r to open f i r e . 

I t was l i k e a shooting g a l l e r y . Across tue f r o n t of (.he platoon moved a s o l i d 

line of tank t r u c k s , guns and wagons heading e a s t . The Germans even f a i l o e i to shoot 

back and only a few s c a t t e r e d a r t i l l e r y s h e l l s f e l l near the i-I-lO's, For three and 

a half hours the one s i d e d b a t t l e continued u n t i l 1130 hours when the b a t t a l i o n 

commander of the 359th ordered a h a l t to the barrage. Along the roadway were 

found the hulks of 1 panther, 12 panaer I v ' a , 2 s e l i - p r o p e l i e d guns and 27 other 

v e h i c l e s . 

Nearby L i e u t , Delbert K e e k ' s 1 s t p l a t o o n , A Company, was aioving up to r e l i e r e 

the platoon on H i l l 129» About 1000 yards southeast of the h i l l , Eeck obsyi'ved a 

l a r g e group of enetny v e h i c l e s c r o s s i n g the southern shoulaer of the r i s e . T h i s was 

the same forc e t h a t hdd forced Michaels platoon to withdraw from the h i l l a short 

time b e f o r e . Reck with h i s four M-lO's q u i c k l y took p o s i t i o n s along a t h i c k hedge­

row and .nanaged to get off the f i r s t s h o t . T h i s commenced a w i l d melee a i t h the 

Americans, f i r i n g at a tremendous rate fvom s h i f t i n g p o s i t i o n s , t i r e a to convince 

hheir opponents that they were stron g e r than they were. The Germans on tha other 

hand were caught by s u r p r i s e and threw e v e r y t h i n g they had at the hedgerow but witV\ 
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out n o t i c e a b l e r e s u l t . O n e G e r m a n v e h i c l a a f t e r & 3 o t h a r burst into flajufcs. A f t e r an 

hctir the fire slackcne-;* and thr? 'J.l,';.; advuncv • rlato the floZd'y, anu "ocGan r o u n d i n g 

u p , Gerisan s t r a g g l c r o from aTnon^ thft hayet.-jcS^a nnd h o d i c u . For tjirte h o u r u thio 

c o n t i n u e d aa the M-IO's also c t a l k e u the ii-v iCMaiiilu': Il&si t n n k s . In nil soae 

900 Gerrftan.-J wex-e c a o t u r e d a n d a d e t a i l froa brittullou ht-'a^^quartcrc anr'/.u-

L t , KCi-lahon wa-tt sent out to g n t h o r theia i u , Lex't on the fl«,>l::; uevn 1 p a n t h e r , ? 

p a n z e r I V » n , H arraored c a r s , I 9 h r l f - t r u c k a , K ) ficlu u^i.Sf Z KL fe-uns, and C8 othe: 

v e h i c l e s . 

W h # a S e c k * B p l a t o o n e n g a g e d the Goi'iaan c o l u m n , L i o u t , JoJin 0nidcr:'a 2nd 

p l a t o o n , A C o a p a n y waa o r d e r e d l o r w n r d to the - C o m p a n y coat'^iinr. ;VJ8\ at the c r o s s -

roaclB feaj:t o f Fcuf;y» T h i e van to b l c c k any poaiiiblo broakthroui,!* -'"id au h o u r l a t e r 

the 3 r d P l a t o o n w a s also c a l l e d forwarel. At a b o u t lifOO h o u r c L t , fj&ut;' 3 r u P l a t o o n 

ffioved to a s n l s t V^erk i n m o p p i n g Uy tha C.iraian CwJ-uari unn coY£ri:.xg hin a d v a n c e 

onto h i l l I29,, Thi^ two u n i t s then leap-froggefi onto tli* higli ground., k n o c k i n g o u t . 

I4 ssorfc piOQZter IV• 8 during tht- latf. ai'Lornoui., 

In Chaubtiis, iler^^tant i'Chiai/f'G M-iC wt-ae utlll ia p o G i t i o n bchinc the 

ston^* Witll on the r o a u to n t , '.aaibtit, L u r i u ^ thv, ni^jht they hac". t«il:ou ;;or.c ijnlper 

fire froia thtj h o u s e s behjiid t h c u , iichiSi^r's M d r l v t r , 'i'/l/ C r i n t , :snt' .nii,; 

a s s i s t a n t , i r i v a t e Bux^ke, tried to s c o u t tht> i.'iold n o r t h cf tho t r a c ; but as G r a n t 

r a i d e d h i s head a b o v o thfe piotfecilou ..>r i h v i w*.,!"^, th« s';aoCt.:tto burat of u '-U..rts«n 

m a c h i n e g u n .cut tho a i r . G r a n t oiieaed his.siouth to y.eii an<i felt tho. h o t p&.csage 

of b u l l e t u in front of h i s fac« a n d u u u u r h i u c h i n , M i r a c u l o u u l y , h® sa.! u n o c a t h e d , 

but b e s i d e h i n B u r k e waa ifiit a m . firi.! b a c k behind tho olono b^^irier, Ti^xt -.:a"cd the 

scouting. e.xpen.dition a n d also l e f t Schia'pf s h o r t a creiaiaan. 

M e a n w h i l e , a few 'i-illes to th© w e a t Genei*al 'uieuteaant rreihorx* T u a L u o t t w l t z * s 

2nd P a n z e r D i v i s i o n vthu "\fieuna Oivrision") « a d asaeiab:..lnt^ :.'or thfcir brriakoui 

a t t e m p t . Von L u e t t w i t a h a d a b o u t 1^ t a n k s , a i-auaar urfeuadiair KCfti;jJont, and 

a o s o r t e d tank d e a t r u y s r s (t n n a u r Jaej.ieiv a n d ^ . i l.i-prjpei .W>JC ;.,aa3; a u i , n.'c O^Jj 

h o u r s o n the 2 C t h the d i v i s i o n s t a r t e d it run t h o u g h t the A l l i e d i.auntlet. 

The saorning ./f A u g u s t 2 0 t h b r o u g h t a thick l a y e r o f foe to the v a l l e y of the 
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n.lvsR, and tho !>9i-nanE w o r a Jible to t.ot a good o t a r t , bei'ore th»s c u n b u r n e d 

throuf.hl the o v e r c a s t and b r o u g h t dcwr. ujon thtt. the c o r x e n t r a t e d ftm of th® 

m a s s e d Allied a r t i l l e r y and f i i ^ h t a r - t o a b e r E , B;^ lOCC hov.-^Bt 2 n d Taiizcr had 

reachfjd the tx-idfe cutci<?.e £t» laicbert, khrc they 'Acre Lut ^y e c a t t e r c u c p p o s l t i o n 

from C a n a d i a n and P o l r n , 7 c n E n c t t u i t z act :;bout socurin*.: the c r c e s i a c ji^oint 

w h i l e sendin:; h i s arEscrtd olsBii-ntc on aouth aloiit.. thu cast bank to C h a K b o i s , 

w h e r e t h e sir.51© M - 1 0 b l o c k e d thsir e s c a p e . •. 

T h r o u g h the a o r n i n g S c h i a p f s crow had b o e a e n g a g e d in sporadic f i g h t i n g 

a s g r o u p s of G e r m a n s t a g g l s r e t r i e d to force their w a y p a ^ t . It w a s e a r l y in the 

a f t e r n c o n w h e n 2 n d P a n z e r arri^^od* A loa-^o c o l u a n of t r a u a p o r t , lolid by sons 2 5 

• a r a o r s d v e h i c l e s , w«re o b s e r v e d m o v i n g alont,; a Gecondar-y r o u t e t h e n t u r n i n g 

s o u t h on the a a i n trun - C k a E b o i s road-. Ih© G.oraan .tankc - . i n c l u d i n g 5 i>&nthdrs -

were i n the I c - H , and raplc?ly clos<;d Schlx|»f*e p o s i t i o n . 

In tho IfeiSife turret v o r p o r a l Ed Suailv tr-.-ckcd tlie leadiiS-t "aaaer -antil he 

w a s . :3uro ha c o u l d n ' t aiGS,^^;h.aa ©qu^ez^d, the t r i g g e r , , . . 

T h e 3 - i n c h o r barked s h a r p l y , i.h« bracch. s l a a a e d b a c k w i t h the reeoil- and-

Ilelson r a r a o d a n o t h e r r o u n d ho:uc, A n o t h a r c r a s h , ;>:)dtjing hot b r a s s a u e l l c^alnge 

b o u n c i n g o n tho turret f l o o r , Jlalcoa G r a b b e d aaoth»,r 27i/ounde-r o h o l l froK t h e 

r e a d y r a c k , p u a h n d it into the f^ipinb b r c o c h , and retuxiitii to tho. r»^c/.. 16£ times 

ITolson r e p e a t e d Ihio v/xercioo that artwi';i.s..oii aciiiit a-^t culj t.ii,i. Jull ?>tock of 

a a o u n i t i o J i ia h i s o w n v o b i c l e but t h o s e of Vm t%io d a a a ^ e d i'.D.,'a a s w e l l . B e s i d e 

K e l e o n in the n a r r o w c o n f i n e s cf the t u r r e t , :.:,Uii«...o c o o l l y chOvie h i s t a r g e t s -

aitainr; for thooo fovj v u l n u r a b l c chin!:a in the . - a n t h e r a r n o r . 

T h e Corsiaus h a d b e e n caught f i c t - f o o t e d b y tht» a a b u a h . Caacoai'>d behiiiu i t s 

w a l l the A^iterican T a n k Dt>stroyi.r licO. recia^nud u n d a t u c t b d u n t i l i t a fix'st shot 

\t the leadinj; Har,i t a n k to u h a l t , K u * thoy wei-o hemiattd in o u the ri^jht by 

I 

• & pstch cf K o o d u oetwef.n the r o a d a n d rlvei-, ^ud o n Iht? ^v^t by a atv^Ui; w a l l 

••surrounding a p l o w e d f i e l d , Tht? w r e c k in tht- r o a d w a y b l w c k e d pro«;resa to ithe 

front a n d e v e r y 3 second caias a n o t h e r b l a s t from the h i d d e n A m e r i c a n gun* D o s -

p a r a t c l y the s u r v i v o r © hackee" and turnesi in a n tficrt to escape or fie;ht b a c k . 



^̂ age 17 

'OE.e, t w o , thi-e-s P a n t h e r s ciaRfced to a, h a l t or e r u p t e d in flaEes,. C o v e n P a n t h e r »^ 

a , a s i^ark l Y ' s and 2 .l-lark III eoaaacci T e h l c l e s alco. l i t t o r c d the r o a d a n d fieidj 

/ Wfell a s 30 O t h e r v d h i e i e s i n c l u d i n g 3 eeli'-pr-apelled g u n e , Siaall aras; stii: 
/ but 

crackled,/bj- 1700 th£ batti6 here acap ovt^r, 

K e a r b y , t h # 2nd: P l a t o o n ' s x-&mSi.±xiUx^ K-10««the one, w i t h the jafflBcd'turi^et*' 

w a s b r o u g h t into a c t H o n s s w e l l . On the K e « t e r n b a n k of the D i v e s C a p t , L i e a h a r t ' s 

" E ' V C o m p a n y of the 3 5 9 t h fae#d • c o n t i n u o u s pieces-eal -attacks fross 100G h o u r s . A t 

one x^oitit 5 ranth&rjc. l**d soac: >GJ troops in a hish for the ^ a u r i c t x l l n a o . T h e 

G « I ' s .replied .with e v e r y t h i n g t h e y h a d , A l u c k y h i t by one of t h t Slmn so3r|'tars\ 

b r o u g h t one of .the .tanks to a s t o p , and.bazoo.ka t e a s s dia&bl&cl a n o t h e r , l ^ w c v e r , 

the; t h ird took 8.helter in a l a r g e - barn a few y a r d s fi-os arh&ro " S " . Co,apaay jshcltered 
I 

iii the r i v e r b e d , 

. It. w a s e t a a d o f f , then S g t , John .Ilowk p u t .in the call for aupportf, Von-

B ® h r e n ' e c r i p p l e d M-IO *aa o.a the o p p o s i t e b a n k a « a r S a h i m p f ' s p o s i t i o n siien H a w k . 

r e a c h e d h i m . A l t h o u g h h i s turret could u.;t rav»r&*>jl', thr: jun itself i/ao o^jerationa] 

end. von Beiiren dt^cidcd to enfeaiit'. It didn't .nuttar iliat he vrcu".;; be up ii£:alni?t a 

s u p e r i o r ffiachine *ith hit. '0*11 v e h i c l e badly v'aiua^red, AftiU' -ill, thjy w:;re r-'ild to 

hunt t a n k s , Sj-o*iy the invelid iiachin© clanked off b^jhi^it. the infantry- laan* O n c e 

w i t h i n view of ths bai'n, v o n B e h r e n .jockieu h i s v e h i c l e into p o s i t i o n , aiaiing the 

g u n w i t h the s t e e r i n g l e v e r s , Oa. targetl T h e - f i r s t r o u n d c r a s h e d o-at,,,aa-4 erupted 

n e a r the s t r u c t u r e , A a i n o r a d j a s t a e n t and t h e . second shot B t e k s . i t s .Biark, E t l l l 

.off a b i t , A t h i r d t r y caae c l o s e r , a n d .a fourth closer s t i l l , .But b e f o r e £. fifth 

s h e l l c o u l d be l o a d e d a n d sent o n its- w a y , & larfce w l i t t cloth appe€>.roi2 0 4 t h e b a r . 
I 

A f t e r Boiae n e g o t i a t i b h s 6 &er»san officfei'e, 30G men and the- P a n t h e r eurreRdered-to. 

C o m p a n y , 

iurins. the- eniagesfcent, I t , John P n i d e r ' s jlutot-n, *-k C o a p a n y " , itrrived at 

Chaiabois, H a v i n g spent the m o r n i n g at the ''C". C e s p a n y eciiaca.nd f o s t .near l'cui:y» 

hoidini, a b a c k - u p p o s i t i o n o n the w e s t e r n api^roachtie to tho t c w n . Action h e r e » a 3 

the b a t t l e s further west msnggeC to 
l i g h t and o n l y a . e l a t i v e l y f«w s u r r i v o r s o n 
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coaa wtttin raui;;e» iiei?«irtk»«lc84j;, the r-laioi^a a c c o u n t e d l"*;r two lanstx- I'/^a t h a t 

a f t e r n o o n * 

iiithdra»in£ itom iiixi I2v that m^i-nlu^t iiichjiala 1st . i i a t o o a h a i rvttsrncd to 

the coi&pmn^ commnd pae^, wheri* h i s wwo r^aainiiic, :.-J0»3 , r - v a l a a i of s h e l l s 

a e a t r o y e r j a a e , w i t h > g u n s a ^ a i n , h*i set o f f for ih&tshoia, srrivla,?; thr.rq -vt 

a b o u t 1yOC» 

On the # a s t siiJe of the town ''i^' Coai^aay :iiil h e l d supi-wrtia^ fi;jsitioise w i t h 

th* H I i m t t a i l a a l^^bth I s f a a t r y . I'he c o m p a a y li«tai.%uitrtcr;3 aati L t , rhillipa I at 

p l a t o o n reKaiai&a a l l day o n the hi£;ii t r o u n d a lirAi ,;.!.;.«. n v r t h c a c t of the l;Q*n, 

i e w vVeraian arftOit-«a v e h i c l e s iaace it t h i s i'ai-, but thcrt- mixc a c & v y i n f a n t r y 

f i g h t i n g a n d o v t r 1200 b c n t e n i-tv««»*e * * r « takfen i n tht cx-c-c (23 by E roap'''tty 

p e r s o n n e l thiiaselves), j. . ,„ 

1%0 2ttta a n a 3 r u pi&toonsi, i i oompai^y, aloufi w i t h 2nc i.-'ccon. p l a t o t n , i k l d F e l 
I 

o n tho I'oaa leaaiiii; dua e a s t frois Chaiiboiti. Ko\,%iVcrg w i t h the ci^ptui't; o r Ch-'-.'sbois 

i t s a l f tboii" p o & i t i o a becajsis* cLAt oi u liuckutop uivi n.^uli..:. C ivlilivc';- ••.iivt, 

Asi Au&ust. itath paesttu iiiio h i s t o r y the 7 7 i r d » s î ol-i ia the battle cast** to 

a n ead« 'I'o a o r t a d a « t thd PoXti£»2M}Cwa3;i«AyJ.aaa «€X>a » t i l ^ fi^^htin,.;, l>ut is a d n d 

a r o u n d C h a a b u i s ott'..y u few t/criaiaa 0traci«^it!i»s i-^f.uai.iwd. Ii; hli%i pi.-I fcsur -J-ir-- the 

b a t t a l i o n haU tiestroyt«u i»( Uori»an taii^is Ciiic-Luula^; j *̂ tai'L V l-aathcra) and i'̂ i: o t h # r 

vehicxtta, aau oaptu'tiu s y v o i ^ t h o u a a a a Q^rtaid^i^, Jtnd u^uim&d the i o o r on ihJ|^ain 

rout*» of w i t h d r a w a l o f tk^- Gtiraaan 7 t h .-tv^^s, r*ii» vijst .laJ b'>ea 3 !i~10*9 dd-ctroyadt 

1 I4»I0 ckuaa^iid by mia«ifi but r w c o v e r y a a a « i a t h c r a ^ i j a t l y ^amaT-d, .Tlx a^n from 

t h e b&ttaliOB ha.d bdiia ikliiea aaa; 2^. w o m d e a , - | -
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