HEADQUARTERS 776TH TANX DESTROYER BATTALION
31 Decswber 1944 -

Cperations 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion.Decémber 1.31-1944

December 1 - 4 Company, First and Thirdﬁ%%ﬁ?%ﬁ 569335 and 583330

" respectively at 1430 hours. B Coﬁpany First and Third Platoons moved %o
575%16 znd 595320 respectively atl }550 hours. O Company Second Piatocn
moved from Tieffenbach,; France T0 %eisliﬁgén, France, st 1800 hours, one

section at 650360, one section at 643356. Third platoon one sechion in
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reserve at Tieffenbach moved into position a® 847342 covering railroad

Fromhul, France, =2t 0B0C hours. Reconnei ssance Gompany canbimues bo
maintain contact with 181lst Cavalry.

Tecember 2 - TAT Company supporting 7lst Infantry. #RE Company

supporbing 324th Infentry.  ®CH Company supporiling llith Infantry. Company
PPOrI = v .

CT =t Petersbach {657303) cl osing at 1000 hours. At 0700 hours Second
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Platoon at Weislingen knocked out two enemy helf-tracks {pe’ﬂﬂozmal carriers)
znd one £ gun at point blemk range after enemy counter-atitackes West of

town end enemy trocps begen to infiltriate imto Weislingen. Visibility was

ery poor and allowe" the enmy vehicles ’Go spproach neighboring buildings

vefore being ssen, & rounds A ,G were Tired. TFirst Platcon moved Ifrom

stersbach, France, 10 sttack Hinsbourg {674343}) by way of
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T2 Petit Pierre with one Gém@any of Infantry, one Cempany of Tenks. Ta%ks
were stopped North of Hinsbourg by &/T fire snd elements have held up ab
$hat position,

December 3 - "4" {ompany fired 50 rounds HE into Mackwiller and 43
rounde BE at Mg nests and Infantry posi i ng in nesr vielnity.

fire was good. &b 1340 Aou_s Sacon
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. A, On eneny Inw.nury and enemy t'ﬂ uck at 15é94—. with excellent rssulis.
The truck was dame_ged and estimate.d 15 casualties 1nf‘ucdei on tne nf nur:fa

A% 1300 hours "B¥ {ompan y, "‘"3.””8!; Platoon moved oub with tanks and 324%h
Infantry to attack ¥Waldhambach, France, WBY Company in direct support of

- 324%th Infan‘cry\ advanced to follcwi‘ng positions - lst Tlatoon at 620364,
3rd plejcéon at 623369, 2nd pla’cofm at 615364, Company "C" in Girect
support of 114th Infaniry. First Platoon moved back jo ?éterbach afver
failing to through to Fromhul. with the t;anics which weré stopped by A/T
fire. Reconnalssance ompeny moved from La Petiis ?ierre‘a‘c‘ 1540 nours
to Tieffenbach, France {6453391,
December 4 - "4% Company in. suppord ;of 7ist Infentry moved Second and
Third Platoons 8 andSE: of Z».iaci@riliel‘, France. “B‘** Co* pEny moved o position

=

vicinity 621365 continuing to support 324th Infentry, At 0315 hours cne

destroyer of 3rd Platoon hit sn enens : : ile advancing to the

Horth from ’;’alaaambac" ﬂu.t the Infantr
\

cing on the hHown

of Diemeringen fired 33rocunds HE and 5 rou ings end gemeral
area aronnd the town., TResults of firing unknown, Re onnalssance Company
%rd Platoon supporting ®BY Company moved to 520364, Pioneer Platoon re-

ted engmeexs in removal.
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connoitered enemy mine fields at 6273
"’December 5 - ’?;i%ﬁ Gompany { supporbing 7ist .T-.nfan'b;fy), 1st Plaboon moved
to vicinity of Diemeringen after platoon af ﬁB“"’ Company ab ﬁia.:er‘hgen moved
towards Bubtten. Platoon advancel from _)1831 ringen to S8 58? vmere 3‘.’6 en~
countered road obsthles aj\flﬂ mines. &% 1705 one &es‘sroyer of the mauom WAS
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put out of action by an enemy mine at DB7393. TB® Comr T Lor”'t-izlg 3a4th
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Infentry advenced on Butten at approximately 1345, Platoon leader of lsb
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621387, “C¥ Compsn
Company reconnoitered from Valksburg Ho Roesert taking _trail.rQJ4Roeéert o
68059é and ﬁhgn west and Forth to 6754056, Eouté was found suitable for srmor.
5 mines were losa»pa ot 6813%4. |

December 6 - Company ¥AM ¢ un**orting 71st Infantry {Note: Destroyer that
nit mine in vicinity Lofentzen 5 O ‘ecrﬂber i9 4—4-, c&@letle"r'd.‘estroyed)n

wRe Gompeny supporiing 324th Infe antry witk all platcons advanced o vicinity

<

563448, Compeny "OW Supporting 114th Tafantry with ail platoons in position

valksburg (682886} and are waiting for blown bridge to be repaired.

s

Decerber 7 - Company #a% gupporbting 7lst Infentry. 9©58% Company supporbing
324th Inzuz:ﬁ'rf Ons destroyer of 1st Platoon was hi%t by enemy exrtillery fire

at 668458 . demaged bub can be repaired. (Note: Direct fire done by *Be

-

4 vehicl les ana personnel at 638479 resullted .in enemy
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Kerk TIT itank and & Tecovery Vebicle destroyed. Number of enemy personnel

willed or wounded unknown, Company “C¥ supporj,ng 114tk Infantry, pl“ oons

moved out to Hontbronh. _Leco_‘ndssa.me Compapy contimu wing mission of
reconnoitering roads, sweeping for ml nﬁs and "urmsmn? flank probection.

December 8 -~ {(Hote: - Direct fire dome by "*B* Gompany 7 Deceiber 1944 on

enemy gun at 690510 was destroyed. Hoemy MG nests marked by Infamtry iracer

fire were f'lrea upon with gooc resulis. P07 Company lst Section of ist
Platoon moved from Montbronn to position st § edge of Enchenberg tC support

3

attack of lst Bamahon 114th Imgnw:; Thay demoli shed church steeQ e in
Enchenberg with 3 rounds Iﬁi. to deprive enemy of- ob servaw on on 114tk Infaniry
in, the town. "Jeconnalasance Gompany CP at Montbronu { 688440}

December § - Company. RA#, Zrd Platoon, moved o 643400, {Note: Cne

destroyer Company 7C¥, lst Platoon hit by enemy artiliery fire at 1830 hours




8 December 1944, Damage estimated as slight.
December 10 - Company A%, 1lst Platoon moved to 710460 Enchenberg
prepared to move through 114%h Infentry and to meke contact with 324%th

Infantry. Mission is o knock oud pillbox repor’x;aé et 654493,
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Dece*aber 11 ~ Company "AY, Seconé. Plasvoon at 6 01 lost eﬂe destroyer

o

by divec © enemy tank fire at 1430 hours vmlie firing =t enemy tenks logated
at 682512, The destroyer bumed_ immediatelya E)amage toxsneény tank unknown

due to.poor visibility. It is believeﬁ. thet ons enemy tank wa-s é{es‘broyﬁda-

One o.es-bro FerT was k:noc'kea cu'l; by enemy tenk of ”B"‘ COE’};)EII" 111 vicinity of
¥oierhoff at 1420 hours. Platoon fireri at enemy tank in vieinity 68251~@
Res_ul‘ss“bf firivn.g unkpown due to poor visibility. Goz;.lpany CP moved o
Tohrbach, C(ompsny #C¥ lst p.aatoon movcd from Enchenberg atb llOO hours

toward Maierhoff going into position at 095488 Observed w0 énemy ‘Lanks and

a pillbox at 703517 and brought® them under firs. . Enemy vanks retreated ‘beyoﬁcl

ridge at 694515 and pillbp:z; was neu*-srali cd, Platoon moved back to 706464

at 1830 hours after being relieved by two guus of Company was ot former

position, Reconnw sgance Compam‘ conbinuing uO support gun co;fx}panies in,

/

reconnaisgance of routes. and security, {(Hote: One gun 4" f‘omyany was moved -

.

'to indirect fire position au 684445 and u.;.ed 85 rounds BEE &t barracks Bast
of RBitche. The flmng was f'o*r' the purpose e\" testing zhe_r coil mechanisa of
the 90 M4 Gun). )

Decenmber 12 - Gompanj e supporting ’?ls‘s Infantry. 7B® Compeny lst

Platoon in suppors of 1st Battalion. 524;51! Infa Qn’r?"v held up by enemy fire

.

coming from. pillboxes uO the I'\Tor‘meas“

December 15 .- Company TAYF su.p'pofful”lg 71ist Iman*r—f., #A% Compeny OF ab

S:?.erstlial-. '*"'B; Compeny ls“fa'Pla‘oooﬁ at 08C0 hom?s supporued 1st Battalion




river crossing tq ﬁhe North from 712528, ' .

December 14 - "A¥ Compsny supporiing 71lst Infantry. Second Flatoon
moved.ﬁo firing position at 741513'at 0800 hours to s*pgoft attack of Brd
Bautclloﬂ 7lst Infentry on farm ab 950512, Third Platoon fired &t pillboxes
et 764515, 767913 andr7?0516, effect of five unknown. '{Eotézit\waé verified
today that one Merk IV lank was knocked cut end burned bywznd Platoon durfing

tank action on ;G jﬁcembal -1944 fram a pOSlt‘On at Male Joff,. HEnemy tank

destroyed at 681515, ﬁB” Comnany sunnorting 524th Infantry. Company
general support ls Pla toon remained in 3051t*on at 5697484 uwntil lOOOlhoufs
at which time was alerted and moved $o Maierhoff (683501} after report of

enemy tank threat in v1¢1 ity of Bebiviller had been received. Recounalssance

“Oﬁpany Platoons continue to assist . f iring.companies in regonnaissance of
roubes and security. . ‘ . s
. December 15 - Company %47, Third Platoon continned fire on piliboxes and

gun positions at 764516, 767515 and 785515 from a firing position at 731489,
Tisibility did not clesr targets wnbil 1100 hours. Platoon begeln firing

1

end continued periodic Tires throughout the day. Direct hits with AFC,

.

and. BE with T-105 Fuze were observed on pillboxes by platoon leader.

December 16 - Gompeny "a%, First Platoon from position ab 7E7510 fired

on piliboxmes o the HE, résults of fire unknown, - Becond =nd Third Platoon

@

" po chenge. - B Company lst and 2nd Platoon mo change.
December 17 - Note: Fi ing done by lst Platoon ®AW Company on pillibox
'ent?ancp at 731510 16 December 1844 and of the 15 AP0 expended, 10 rounds

penetrated he 10 inch steel deor.




Decenmber 18 - Company 7A" supporting 71ist Infentry.  Third plasoon

~took up firing positions at 741 514 at 090C hours to assist Third BatLeiﬁon

i

71st Infantry in their attack. From this position they fired 6 rounds HE
on the Fort at 7615616, scoring direct hits, prior $o the seizure of the Tord

by 100th Division. Company O supporting 1i4th Infantzy, ‘completed relieving

relieved in place by Company "C* and moved Lo essembly ares at 697485,

o

December 1% - Company 47 continues 3o support 7lsh infantry. Company

mP" in general support, 1 section- of third platoon moved to 755505 at 0730 hours
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to be in direct support of 2nd Batislion 398%th Infentry. Company #0¥ supporiing

114%h Infantry.

7lst'Infantry, 2hd Platoon moved %o

[

December 20 -~ Qompany PAY supporbing
727527, one section of Ird platoon moved to 74LDLJQ Compsny “B" gsneral support,

> 114Th Infentry
. . : xR
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Deceniber 21 - Company “BY attached to 324th Infantry Bfsisie=. (T movéd

2nd platoon moved to Petit Rede rehin 2. Company “C“

to the vieinity of Serregvemines (5157} to,displace into defensive positions of

[

the Division sector, (Note: Company "B enters Gefmeny). Re uonnal sance Company

'

O

and one platoon moved o vicinity‘of "ﬁrregveminsa

December 22 = (om ?aﬂj san- aftached zo CT 71st Infantzy, moved with &T

to temporary asgamoLv area’ ab uett ing
-Infentry, in defensive position.  Cpm@a,
movéd with CT to defensive pdsitions.
each destroyer company to furnish secu

T e

A=

2

t0



TDecenber 25 - Jompeny ¥BY, one gun of. 1st Platoon moved tC &/T position

.

%
at 582%59%7.

December 24 - AW Compeny moveing to defensive AT position in 7

regimental sector. UBY Company withdrew with elements of

Worth side of Le Blies river to assembly aveast 5 0566 upon order of 324%h

i
tnfentry. Third Platoon moved to defensive AT position at 565575 ab 1430

e

hours. Platoon fired 10 rounds AFC end 5 rounds HE ab enemy banks at -DET608.
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pesults of fire could not be obgerved. Batitalion CP moveld ¥
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platoon, ome section, moved to defensive AT positions ab 55058 at 0700 hours,
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other section in artillery positic with cne section of Znd - platoon at 567506,
Company 0¥, lst platoon moved inso sriillery positions at 554352 =t 1215 hours.

Guns were registered by air 0P of 217+4h FTield Avrtillery =t 1400 hours.
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December 26 - "AY Compeny supporting 7let Infantry, Sscond platoon in

designated'by 156%h Field Artillery Battelion., ©B* Jompany supporting 324%h

sl

Trfantry. Compeny #CY supporting 114th Infantry.” Bnemy tanks reported at

-

512612 at 1210 hours éoulﬁ net be picked up by WO Coumpany 0Ps-and Recénnaissaﬁce
‘Company OPs ab D10570 and S02569. &res mas-cdgtinualiy‘under.observa#ien.by '
both OPs until derkness. Enemy Infentry observed by Company “CF OF ot BABBLL ab
1600 hours fired on by ar%illery with good effect.

December 27 - "A" Gompany & gums of 2nd platoon moved o 669587 at 0630

hours into AT posifticnm. FBY Gompany guns in ardillery posivions fired 24 rounds

g harassing fire on town of Rubenheim, Compeny “Cﬂ_lst\platoon fired 48 rounds
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TE harsssing Tire on targets designated by 217%h ®Pield artillery.

December 28 -~ "4" Company 2 guns of 2nd plateon atb 509587 moved %o

608576 inte more suiieble &7 positions. " ¥B¥ Compeny one gun of lst Platoon at

Battelion.

December 29 - 4" Company 2 guns of &nd platoon moved into defensive

AT position at 609581, ¥B¥ Company emplacement dug for one gun of Tirgt platocn
at 5515 89 wes not oceupied due to waber in the pogition., . Company Boit . 2 guns of

oF

ond pla

\

‘550 yerds, Friendly Infantry was peing fired on by e rw‘ﬁc from this house.

con et 515577 fired 9 rounds HE =t house in vicinity 513577 o% & renge of
HE was fired into all three flocrs of %the hguse end neighboring building. T
nemy evacugteé'é'maﬁbef of gun crew'LrOLLSfd flooL of house. MG was silenced.
December 30 - ¥B¥ Compz ny 1st platoon no cbanu; one guﬁ of 2nd 1@'*%00‘1
on roving mission fired 20 rounds HE and 7 LEC from & nositi st 69575 at house -
s&épécﬁeﬁ %o be‘enemy CP. _Approximately 20 direet hits were made on tnp houze
completely demolishing lua

Decerber 51 ~ ®i% Compeny nc chenge. ¥BY Company guns in artillery position
v ; _ :

b

rired 111 rounds HE hera sing fire:at targets désignated by 220th ?ield értilleryﬁ:
w(® Company guns in artillery position fired 50 rounds HE herassing fire on tergets
designa%ed by 217th.?;_£, Enemy infentry observedv r Srd plétoon in vieinity of
I46620 was ﬁﬁsbe*sea by arullle_ Tire. {kcte- ﬁﬂcﬂg nateriel capbured or

destroyed by the 77oth Tan DeSuroyer Baﬁtalwon from October 31, 1944, dete

entered combat in France, to December 61, 1944, is as followsy 1 Mavk IIT,
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10 Mark V8s, 3 SP's, 4 combat vehicles, 15 general purpose vehicles, 9 bowed

AT guns, 17 towed artillery pieces, & pill boxes, 9 machine gun nests,

cpatured 222 P, ‘ ' ‘ /,#\} e ‘ Z;@%Q
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