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' in‘bf::aja'bely faﬁiligr wi'c}a ,it's'actions and secondly because whether right or

wrong its acﬁionsvsc‘far’havé turned outb successfully, and it has so'far'always

-been able to accomnlish the mlssions that have been.a551gaed to it.

Flrst let us eonsider the organlzatlon and power of a ?D Bn, not in

" minube 6.6"58.11 'but in general so as to be able to realz,ze its llm:.‘satlons and

‘ ?.bi.thleS. . In doing this I am going to use the new T/G rathe“ han the old

one wrnder whlch ‘some nnlts are still cperatlng, as more and more Battalions are

being 80 organlzed. First, it is a ccmpletely self~contained unlt for mobor

malntenaace, for radlo malntenance, for sunply of all {1nds. It contalns;vehlcles

that are full-track, half—'brack, and all types of wheeled vehicles, It bas a

’road snace of many mles, ten roughly, and you camn’ t squeeze thcﬁs 1111;0 a twenty-
five zainute‘ time space, as _I hayve had orders 'so.d@ en some Qccasmns._ Fext,
it contains Artillery, Infantry, Engineers Signal Corps, Cavalry ami' Q@ units,

i? vou went to so consider the various components, all of whlch magt be in

»

p031t10n in the column so as,to be able to fulflllthelr prlmﬂry miggionsg at &

v

moment's notiee., Then we have the arms---and what arms they do have-_‘emrty-gsm'

3" gelf propelled (in some cases tawea)'guns, that are the mateh for any German

887 that ever was, and are as fine an artillery piece as a man ean agk for, Tor

. cerfain.miésicns. Thab is the same%number of light piéeeswin the THRER BATTATTONS

’ ﬁ.ef:.l&ﬁ.ed posn.tlons. The +50 cal:.ber anti—aireraft, the number varies denenﬁzng

of llgﬂt artlllery in the DlVlSlOn AI%lilerY. The 37mm‘s are with reeonnaissﬁnce S

unlts, flne llttle guﬂs for reconnalssance by flre and‘L@r eeverlng $lanks frdm

011 ’she number J.ssued with ’she .eargo trueks, mll make a good average of 60 per
Baﬁtalion. ‘The 430 EG'S, the rlfles, greaade dlschargers, the carblnes, the

pistols and the Bazookas, and to’sal ’sha’c np m.th approx:.mately '750 tra:.nea men, -

'and you have a um’s ‘tﬂau is 'DDWeI' pex‘somueﬁ-n--—ﬂf employed so as %o brlng it

%o bear in full fo""i“ :e on the enemy‘ whexl and where needed. &damo this power 105: 2

5 e
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: raé.ios, ?Lna yaub then have 'bhe communica'sions Tor i emb:.li’cy and dlfect con*srol-«--
nlowhere else can a Battalion Goﬁmar;;der' “tal}: to_the gunner ‘gf‘ a piece‘ if he go
desires simply by pushiné a 'button; yet, I have done so iﬁ Battlé and directed
the fire‘of a s;}ecii‘ic gun on a certain target which I could see from my OF, Al}

., this added un glves a weapon to a copmander that is a dangerous ’Gurea“b to any
enemy if he uses it right. I% has moblll’ey, fire power, flexrgllity, and the
ability for fsustained_ combat practieally as a separa‘be unvi'b.' - That then ig the
general pieture of '_What ybu »ha-ve.‘ Wow how is _it o_:r.’ganj.Zed to acccmplish' ;Ghi_s
ﬁ}ission. Under the new T?'Qf it iis divide& into three gun companies with twelve

- 3" guns i-each, a hea@quartéfs coﬁpany,' and a réconnaissa;nce company with & pioneer
platoon, | v

In the present seb-up of fréquemcies,for the raﬁios‘ of the Bat’caiion'each
company hag its own frequency for its company cheannel, and iu addition the Bn
has its command channel which pemlts uz@zermpted cumcamcn in most instaneess
%’smlle touching lightly on the subject of the cumca’smn set-up of the Bn
gystem, I feel that some slight word should be s d as to tne oyera‘slon of the

| r2dio sets issued for the T Bn., The Battalion tl}a'b I have haci the honor ’ao

conémand has been equipped with the new Frequeney Modulated sets .since August
1942, Imtlally we had the 600 series whmh we nsed in the Um.‘bed States and
all through the’ Tunisian campaign. We were then eguipped with used 500 serios
s0 ‘I:ha-‘{;‘ we could be in the gxmorea net, as it was expected thet we would remain
in st:i.‘pnor‘b of an. &mored Division. These sgets have‘ operated to dateki;lfirough the
izal:.an campa:.gn in expremely rugged, zaow/:vtainous eountry, and I feel free to

s’oate bhat those Who ﬁ:x.sna:’:age 'tne TFM se'ss have elther no+ trea'{;ec‘i 'them correctly,

or else are not familiar with their ranges ana abg.litlss, as our comﬁznm_ca'tleﬁ
has been mearly letter per"ect et all times.. It is ‘definitely b that the

508 and DOB Qo nov have ¥oe range necessary for the ‘operation of ‘{;he‘ Recomalssance
platoong on wany Of the missious ’50 Which ,tki'e'y have been assigned, but in most

-3m
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eases ’she mlSSanS were Tar above me 'I;ype cf mission ‘that t;he companjr was orz.gm-

f,ally 1nten6.ed to perform.” The operatlon of 'tneA245 and 193 sets has been superior

and 10 d'i‘fficul’aieswgre encountered in ‘bheirﬂperfoﬁlance_. | If such sebs were
available for the Reconnsissance units it would be a most valuable asset as 1%
W'oul& permit tile vreconnaissaﬁce uni%s, o work _in the same channels as the, Divisional
Reeonnaiséanee troop and in the Information or Intelligénce net whereby they would
be in fbuch Mefiia‘bely with the otii'-zer intelligence agencies of the uniit Wiuth which
they were operating. ' 7

Now after the above brief, general ‘picture of a Battalion, let's get down to

some conerete cases to s.\ww what 'I:hey ean do and what they aren't c‘ies:1gned i8] d.Oo ‘

<

Far be it from 1.neb 0 insinuate that the staffs &Q not know the T/0's and hence
abilities of the units sent to reenforce them, but these little ep”iso‘des may serve
‘b'o brlng 4o ‘the a‘c‘beﬁtion of some commanders and thoeir sbaffs the real necessity

for having af J,,@ast a genersl idea as to what "if.hey have., "_’g‘u’hen mj’ Battalion repgf*he&
t0 the unit‘ i% jgined. for its initiation inteo 'bafi;le one gtin company was orde;'e&
attached to é e.:ertain unit. The Company Gomander reg;ortgd to the Gdgr, concern-
ed and his guns starbed to roll into the blvm:ac area, Le Was‘greeteé with ‘*?f}"héré
in Eell did you get all the capture& German Mk Ii?" "‘?*‘ They tno{1ght that tﬂe ‘eompany
that was 1;0 reenforce them Was FTQUED™ | 37mm gxm_s.” The fact‘ that they had the new-
est and most powerful. gan oul, ta_,_helﬁ them, wasn't even eonéidered, t_ana they ha’d
no viaea as $o its abilities or uses. I had %o ge:dowxi later and give them a resume
of i’cs charae’ceris’sies and po’sentiali’cies s0 ’shey would have some idea‘of its usese
Latev th:.s Bnit proved to be our mosh aréen’a a&mrerﬁ and advocates and, W Workec}.

smoothly with them thronghou’s the Afriean Campalg,n. Later on another occasion when

we were with another ui;it, it became imp’exfa‘sive th&i:”»the advance Teconnaissancs

‘units of the unit get across QI'S'EI";?“ Fow wide publicity has been given ﬁa‘imad
cable férrying of T eéi}s by the TD “Pioneers, yet the staff of 'thigﬂ_ﬂit never had
any idea that they had right within call a unit that could throw Jeeps serods almeat

b
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any* vk;.pd. of a é»#éek'?j.n short order. Then they were Teminded that we could and
v?_oﬁlﬁavé_e the job, if needed, they fell on our mecks with joy, but ﬁhey had not |
realiied within the ‘headquarters the potentiaii’sies of the'a.ﬁi‘b that was there, .

. vbecem‘se apparently they were not femiliar with the abilities of the TD Bn. ) .

Now to follow on the cempaigns and see what ideas for consideration we can dig

out of history. The firs‘s mission, afte:é We joined the unit o which we were attached,

was as advamee guard of a Corps in its debouehmen’ﬁ through a defile, Sounds like,
-a unigne assigament for a green T Bn but lei's eonsider the elrcumst snees and I
believe that the unusual part will disappear. Eii'st, the Bﬁ had anti-aireraft f;‘.vre
power, aand loté oflit‘, and the arvea that had o be traversed had been heavily worked
,ofrer 'by"che‘&’ erﬁes_ for a long time. Okay, that was one péin’c-in favor of the TD's.
EEhe\n.i“b hagi'a Eeeoﬁnaissanee Company trained for that type of work, and w_ith com--v
munications to work back to the Battalion Command Group., Next, it had Security
Sections, Iﬁfantrs’r,' if you please, %o cover and Qu’c;;@ost itself, 'Ancther point

. for it--and fimally it had its M-10%s with the ébility %0 knock ocut any German

tank made. Tﬁe worst threat in the area was the proximity of. pumercus Germen az-'méregi
units. Seore three points for the TD's. Inaddiﬁion*ba this the perent unit was
light in Infantry, and it was v&esirea to hold_th..eraiin hand sc as to be immedistely
available, in strength, when needed, and not o have them separated and dissipated
before it was necegsary. Eow*to counter 'I;hevse advanbages we have %hese poim’,s;

first, a green unit; second, the area %o be covered by the Bn Recon Co was 39 miles

deep and 25 miles Wiﬁ;e--}‘miif--»&ome assigmneri‘t for a Recon Co with only 600 series sets; ’

and lagtly, ’she Iﬂ-w had never met the He:.me and, in add:.-b:.on, no ome reallsr knew
%her_e he was. &dd it all up snd what do you get‘" Sure a ‘IB Bn can cons:brmte the

' é:iVanee- Guard for an fimoredumt; It's true ’chat the Recon Co had fo use four relay
stat:.ons to get their messages baek bo- -{;he Bn Commend Post for retransmission to the
big Hq, but they had the necesgsary equ@ment and - '!;hey got t he messages back and

performed thelr 30b even to capturlng a. erovné{ed Ju ®os®, It was hard gmellng Werk

UGS U SOOI SOt - PP SR
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‘but they could do it, if needed, and as soon as the debouchment was accomplished,

C g o
T -

the M-10's were ’;ﬁe 'besf ?ossible weapon to cover the valleys lea&in,g.towards the "

Corps, through which the German armor would have to come. The security was there

k tq cover them, the A& was there to cover them, the Recon was out in front o warn

them, and the remainder of the f_orce was 2ll in hand ready to be used as the

commander wighevd,A whenever the need arose. A1l of which adds up iin‘;o the faetb
j;hat, él‘bhpugh before the Battalio;t was commitbed to action‘ the idea of a ’{’B Bn
being an advance guarci unit had not beemn brought forth, it is a highly suitable

o

unit for suéh a missi én, and that is particularly true when operafing in supporf
of an armored unlt. |

Now to continue on the Cook's tour of Afries with this same Bn for a time.
The néxt mission, after ‘Ghe deboﬁéhmem; of the Gorfs and its initiation in the
attack to the Eas’c,v was the withdrewal of the wnits t‘hé’c had been covering %o
the Horth, inciuding the T™'s. 'Eaﬁng_.the same’qnalities as have been considered
for the ﬁse 'of the Bn for the a‘dv‘anee‘ guard, what could be more reascnable than
for it to be used as the REAR GUARD to pi*e‘vé:nﬁ any armored attack from the rear

ag the unit collected itself for its own main effort. . None--surely--hence, this

time the Bn was the rear guard, and the unit was permitted to assemble im 1ts

.assighed loe2lity without molestation. Here the Bn was assigned %o anobher

. mission that hed never been brought out in the initial phases of its training,

It was théﬁ: of covering ard protecting the parent unit from armored atiack.

' In this instance the terrain was all izlbvfavor of the ID' §ewm-~fairly flat, offer-

ing- exceiien’c fields of fire, but with just enoughrolling swales to provide
exeellent covered positions andpoéitiqns in hiill defilade, where the destroyers
eould ‘be under ﬁle maximum cover, but with the ability to fire at their best

ranges when needed and with hills to the rear where adeguate OF's could cover the

possible avemues of approsch., ‘Their own security to cover the guns, thelr own

BA %o protect from the epemy air, and their own E{ecomissaﬂce out in fronb to

5=
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- warn ‘Ghan—-perfect set—up if there ever was one, and mission “bl at "bhewBﬂ
was later assi gned on numerous ocecasions, and which ’ohaj accomplls ea o, the

perfect satisfaction of +the oozmander for several :rz}oz::nblfzs° it was nm‘; tanght

' '

in 'bhe bozms, but was sz_mply the outgrowth of the commander s employm ent of
his atbached units to do SOfﬁ’keuﬂl.’{lg that they were crgam?_,ed o be abls to
acconplish, and a mission that should definitely be kept in the mind of

any commander, especially an Armored Commander, .

Here I,_ 'gég leave to make-a “ﬁlighi; digression before goiz%g forther into
the missions that have been ass:x_gned to tm_s one Battslion and br:mcr out a
- few points that, although I was not a witness to them, were told me by
officers of the uni‘tsv o ﬁe’r_e attached later ﬁith my Bn as observers,
It will be noted that in the missions aséigned to the Bn up tél this time, the
Battalion had been used as a unit under the direct cqnmand of the Bn ‘G\mander'@
. . rno was S:mel v dna*'ged m:u.th cervain missions and who directed these operations
after the necessary coordination, n':l_th the ﬁlcrhner snaff the in c:léent here -
recovnted will show the difference in the ou.'tcome of the operations when
the battalion is-split up into one small ineffectual wnits instead of keep-
ing its power massed and readily available. One Bn that was In tﬁe earlisr
fighting was broken down SO that in AUmerous instanc@s one lone gun was
&SSiO*QEG: {0 a mission mtn an Infantry platoon vhose commander had not the
faintest idea as ’00 1ts uses or ce,pabz_l:,tles, ' Fhis wnit Lost heavilg,r‘oﬁ.
acclou.nt of this fe.c‘_b. Another- upit was g::xfen the mission of atw’;a.ckzn%
hill held by. ‘the enemy in forcéf,j, They -éid, and they had some slight measure
of success, ’(;)ut that was because the mén simply would nob qult,  They atbtacksd
through heav‘y woods '11*3‘ a steep hill with 'ma;chiﬁa pﬁnﬁ ;’t‘:’i:r'4 TE, | as ﬁhﬂ"e wer
no suitable bargets for une ir 75s, Anothér instence was the- a'btac}‘ of a TD
ccmpany on a %:oirm heav:‘ly defen&e&'"by. C‘reman f—‘;‘_i‘ gm:s across a flat open £idkd
, They were decimated. With 7§s on han-E;racks and armor proof agzinst only

! o . 30 caliber bullets mey ‘bool)‘ on o tc,gg sultg’ole for a hied_um ’t“ﬂl” ganpany

%» ﬂﬂ% ;te@sm L 7]

gy Were ord @x‘ed 3.311—,0 the action by someone. who was not
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familiar-vvi"ch 'bhéir ca.pafbiiities, These are buji'; a very. few of numerjoud insrban;:es
that might be recounted of the definite imprdper use ‘of the TD s which ﬁlay be
d_lrectly trawed b0 the mis bal{en idea of thelir aDLl’bleS created in tne minds oi"
staffs who were not familiar with them,, it Es me that-in mose trying daj 5
everything had to be done to stop the German bremcbhxamm _.n Africa, bubt it is
my belief that rha-d, these Bns been employed ‘as umitsthey would have succesded in
thelr missions with fer lesé 1oss_é's" and far greater loss to the eneﬁya
To return to the travels_ of thls cérta}in B The parénh mai‘é moved forward
on a forced niaht merch, dyefini'tel\y no nlaée for a dirsct fire hes,vy g;tmg hence 5-
it moved in its place in The uOlLIf‘D. well fnr‘rarc;. bbt protected this time by - the
Tnfantry f, until sich time as sultable bargets . should a-mear»—nnot in the rear of
the com;rzm, although it was t,he reser've, but well forwerd vhere it co:uldﬁ _med-
. - 4 .
~iately lesve the road and enter action in event of armored threat, That is.
a point often forgotten, thab the big N-10 is 2 kig Jjob, and although it ‘cen
go as fast as anything, it is better to put it well fozjvard where it can throw
1-bs weight into the early swbarrf’s of the A;Lg‘m, ‘em.cl,;nc;t have to fight ité, WIY
to the front. Ano-oner po-r_n+ is the effect those Ti NK c‘ ss:t_s heve On 'b"xe wire
lines of the comrn_.arid., If the des-hrover have +o come J.omra“& a:rfter the A%tlllerﬁ".
has entered sction and has laid its lines émd the Infantry lines have gone in,
THEY ARE GOTNG TO WRECK C“@ﬂﬂlﬂ TIC“‘&, and tﬂey C&{_ﬂOL help it. Its the nabure
of the beast and when llres az*° 1“301&U lam aﬂa ot uwﬂ. Dol ced ﬂ’ﬂl..l@ Taamg
laid, the connnander xyil]_ simply, havé to cam_tv on wire "bregb le mi‘ vthe TR'p are
tooi’a_r in thé, rear, This _@oj,m,'has been 50 well 1ea§:%ned. by two units with whidh
tnis Bn has been associated thab now the destroyers are ‘dlmost always to the
ront for the communicabilon rea.sons only, HMay L suggest that all sa ffs and
commanders who may be unforﬁﬁnate gnough to ‘fead this remember this point, as
| it nas put ml*ae halirs in one comander’s nead, dl'ld murder in his sonld many
. times when he was Heaten! for cneng up »..he Elvv.slons’ W:_re,

Now beck bo the African tm.,  Upon '_ermval in reer of va etpec ted line of

e

e ¥
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resistance of the enemy, orders were received to abtach one gun company to &

task force, This, please hote, 3‘.? the first time tThat any unit has been taken -
from the Bn, as the coinpany previously reflerred to was returned to Bn combtrcl
. ) &

before debouchment. The Compeny Commander lef ‘with his campany in the sarly
morning hours and rgported to the ﬁornmander concérneol. Instead of asslgning to
this Company Commander the mission that it was deslred for him t.o acqmplishj
he wWas gilven explicijr directi op:.s as to vl:hat would be done with khis platoons,
including the atbachment of two of them d:i.rectlv to Ini‘a.ntrf,r\uers that were .
enterir ns action in an area that was CUx’!lDOSeCL of d.eep wadis, and sharp hills,

d Where it was bare!y possible to even get the. guns bbbough, It was definitely

tﬂe last place in the worlid where zn M-10 could help the Infantry, as there wev
no positions, no fields of fire, and a very small chance of encountering enemy
2TmOT » Tne result-—-8 guns pinned dorn in a SUe@p sided ravine where they could
not come oﬁt, as every time they tried they had to Hbelly up# on the steep ridgs
could not bring their guns to bear, and were neb ’?y the concentrated fire of
emplaced enemy AT guns and ta.nl%s dug in positions, and driven back. Here they
were subjected to indirect fire from all the artillery avalﬁable to the Jerm},r
and to Infantry Mortasr fire £"rom just over the ridge. The oczmmnd@r UOECQT’nﬂd

would not relieve them and allow them to attempt to get back %o sultable posi~

tions, and as 2 result they sat in the hole for five days suffering the Gestruchion

of three destroyers and mmerous casualties. It was definitely nov the terrain
to send long-range heavy destroyers into, and esgeolallv when suitable positions
were aveilable within effective Tenge o the rear of the ares, wnere‘t%?y‘Céuld
have protected the Infanbry‘bj Thelr fire'pQﬁer,

The remzinder of the Bn then moved over and jolmed the remainder of this
ompanys and the In again came bsck to the conbrol of the Bn ccmmanéte:cw Here
the Tirst lessons in semi-position warfare were lesrned. The ’oerrain‘herc—: agsin
was all in fevor of the destroyer in that it was slightly rolling, with goocd 4
defilade and deep Wadis, bub was absdlubely barren of trest To Qny extent. ‘ Those

that were there Were the constant targetb of Germsn Dlve Bembers. The Br» Wo.g
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Was disposed in depth covering the entire fromt of the parent unmit, with deeply

dug—-in cover positions for every gun, and numerous DEFPLY dug-in alternate
firing positions., A1l light vehicles were deeply dug-in in the manﬁer of the
’Jerries. It was necessary to move the platoons ew}ery night, because, if the:,f
remained in the same posif,i on for two days Jerry visited them with both Artilleyy
ang Air. By the constant movement the lo}sees were kept to almost ﬁothing for

a period of over a month. Very little firing was done ‘as it was the desire of
the commander 0 wncedl from the enemy the fact that é,__new weapon had come
into the ai'@a. However, after the initial firing at some tanks t.hat were focl-
ish enough to show themselves ’a,nd. pay the penélty of giving & d:ug-—m Isfimld a
fair crack at theﬁx,’, the guns were used oﬁ many different missions. It is believed
that the present trend,of using the TD to support the organic artillery, steried
here,as the guns of the Bn were used to interdict r'oac’zs, fire on enemy b_a‘btéfies
and to knock cut located OPs at long ranges where the organic artillery could
nob fire. Although initially crude, as no precise instruments were avaiiable 3
the fire was nevertheless effective, and the Bn was credited by the Artillery
with baving accomplished many successful missions for them. This fire became
more and more effective with experience and becams en accepbed part of the

role of the Battalon with the unit. Two primery lesscns are to be ?@fned;_from
this period; one, tﬁaﬁ dng-in destroyers with excellent fields of i"ire can oover
an immens‘e‘amount of fronmt EFFECTIVELY againstv armor, if they are sited to be
mutualliy supporting, and that armor cannot break through destroyers so dug=in
without insupportable losses; and secondly, that the destroyer is a resl plece
of armored srtillery that can susbain a huge'amowq%, o:E" indireﬁt Pireg if it is |
drg-in and moved arovnd, withoub much loss.

It will be noted in the 2bove paragraph that much emphasis was laid on the
words DUG-IN and FIEIDS OF FIRE, That of course means selection of the grpund
1o give the gon the adventage over the enemy armor. During this pericd another
Bn in action had an experience that it is thought advisable to bring out here,

as & contrast in an effort to emphasize the lmportance of cholce of position

—10—
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and emplacement., This unit was in ground quite similar to the terrain above
déscribed and it was subjected to a heavy armored attack. This vnit was

directed to attak this armored unit, and did so, not with fire; the prind ple

weapon of the destroyer, but gctually closed~in to the atback of the Germanv.
armor, Its losses due to its lack o;f.‘coirer and armorsvere extremely heavy.

Phis is brought owt to show the effects ofthose same newspaper stories--dJack—
the-Giant-Killer cannot work against a souped-up, long barreied German 75 nor
an 88, and it is suicide for a destroyer to .pxmch noses with a tank, The
weapon of the &estroyer is ﬁIASSEB.fire‘ fr_om the Bn from the best concealed and
prepared positions that it can -pbésibly obtain, This will destroy the enemy
atback before it caz_i close, Dispersed destroyers in the open, fighting térﬁ{s,
are simply a red entry of $75, 000,00 each against the balance book., Please,
gentlemen, bear this in mind, that the attack of the TD Bn is an attack by
massed fire from positions selected 3.n advance after careful and 8 coordinated
reconngissance by the Battalion Commander, 'his Company bom.manders, and his
Pladoon Commanders » if it dis }nmaniy possible, | It is not é wild scramble of
charg;iﬁg destroyers depioyed or dispersed over the 'fﬁ.llsiﬁes , rushing into
battle with "frightened German Tankerst———-as the Irishman said about the
giraffe-~"Hell", there aiﬁ’t no sich enimule®, A scared German tanker when he
enters hattle, ‘can and does shoot lﬂte the ziév;ll, and the oply way he can ‘be
reelly crushed is $o oub-shoot and 0&1’0—@;&1‘% him, and that can be done. Iay
the JGI'a,}_\D, suck bim im, and then blew hell out of him, and never stop fire unbil
every bankK is blazing, nob ‘Just knocked-out, |

From this sector We moved again, ss the reserve of the parent tnit, to the

" North for the finé.l KILL.. Here the poiicy of wtiliz ng the capabilities of the
Battalion for covering the parent unit were used effectively and smoéthly wnbil
the very last minute before the final breskthrengh. Here, we learned snother -
use for the TD's that had not come out before, When the unit arrived at its

; Jump-off position, the commander had ordered us forward as usual to cover the

Armor, and the companies had been plished far forward into carefully reconneiiered

Py oy
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positions with one gun company and the recon company coverinﬁ the right flank

of . the unit‘; & forward (P was established for the Bn GO Trorn which thb entire

field of action coalc“t be seen at short range. It was lmmediately seen that

numerous German AT gun posi%ions could be defiaitély located, snd the destroyer‘s‘
proceeded to work over the entire ares to be atbtacked by the Armor. Every
suspiclous spot was attacked by d:i.r‘eci fire, and the results, as later deter-
mined from the destroyed .and abandoned gun positions, wae little Short, bf
amazing, Many of the gun crews all owea, that had they kmown ’QOW many guns the
Germans had, they would have been scared stiff, The results of these several
hours! fire was thas when the armor went through in the afternoon THEY DID NOT
LOSE A TANK FRCM ENEMY FIRE., This covering of the armor was so successful that
in the plans for the final atbtack the comniand,er b Sed the time of the attacks,
of the various tank units, on how fast the destfoyers could displace from one
firing position.to ancther, so that they could be in position to cover the
‘seversl atbtacks contemplated. In the final attack the destroyers leap-ffogged
the tanks to the succeeding ridges and worked over the ground before the tanks

N

attacked, and in addition they over-wabched the panks in The atback, shoobing
out. anything that offered resistance, This allo wed. the tanks to conserve their
ammunition and to throw the whole weight of thelr numbers into the atté,c‘k,g.

The accuracy of the destroyers® guns and the power of the gun very successfull;,r
accomplished the mission of covering the aimor and permitting them much longer
ra;;ge of acticn, as thgy did not have to worry about amm@ition.resupply@ At
this time the Bn was eguipped with the 6@0 series radio and hence could not
mrk.sucéessful}.y with the 500 series of the armor, but since the equipment of

the Babtalion Tﬁnh the 500 series, direct oommunlca‘o" on with the tanks ‘a\nd

their commandcr is now possible, and 1t is bel's eved that the ‘coopergtion can

1

‘:

be even cGloser. The 18 nk Bn now operatmg in conjunetion with the wnit. to
which we are atitached has a channel set up Wﬂ'-’-\]f‘ebj the tank Bn mmand and
the D comander can communicste direct, and it is felt that the acme in close

sapport will be ‘realized when the og;pcrnunlty-presants itself,

oy s 2
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after the German defeat, the Remblin' Wrecks were sent witlfi;'the rest of

the Alb ed forces to the rear for I‘eequ..me”u and training, and here we concen=-
trated on the perfecting of the TD-Arty team whereby the Thts could lend their
longe range to the Aﬁ:i]iery in support of the Division. This was worked on
with the hearty support of the highef commanders éoncerned, and with the .
assgistance of Bhe Divisional aArtillery &D a scheme for the. cooperation was
worked out. Tts res‘olts in several tests 1ndlcn ted that it was feasible, and

the Bn was attached to the invasion forces for use 1n Thaly with the mission of .
firing <a,s Artillery at long rangezs.. This was a far cry from the original concept
of the TD Bu, tub the results after tWo months of operation in the Itelian inve-
~s8ion have been such t‘hat it 1s 'the opinion of vorious headquarters, that it has

a véry definite place in the use of the TD's, and I will, ’rherefox;? attempt to
describe the very simple organization by which it opera’cesy in order bthat other
units may have the value of the lessons ’ch-wt we have learned,

First, the Bn operates directly with the Divisional Aftlll’-"fy ﬁeadcuaftersQ

It normally works out so that each gun company 1is d}.w.deca into two six gon
babtteries with each company g,tfbached to gnef.cerﬁaiﬁ 1ight Bm of the Division

Ar® :Ll...ery, Tt has been found that ’bh’is:—s‘ six gun orgenization has some points

in its favor over L,he uwse of bhree, four gm pLatoons, as it leaves a surplus

of officers, who mey, and have been used, as’ forWard gbservers wl’on the attacking
units, and alé:@ makes it possible for some needed rest for the WBatbery Execubives®.
, Eac:n' six gun unit hes its small fire direction center located in the ¥-3 half-
trackof the platoon commender, and the recorder gnd commter for um, plat

Work therein. The Gompany Commander hgs a fire directlon center comparable Lo
the artillery Bn set-up, but on a smaller scale. The personnel Lo operate

these centers is camposed of the ‘Reconna.issaﬂce Sergeants, and Reconnaissance
Co*’po.;als of the companies, and. in addlulon to this the necessary mstrumen’o
Obera’bors were trained from the personnel 6 7, e Securilty Sections to lay the

®

botteries. This was done withoub e.ny severe. troubles and the men hove quickly
| 2nd accurately learned £0 operate the aiming circles and to.do a perfectly
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acceptgble job. The companies were tied in direq‘bly by 'belephoﬁe to the
Battalion to which they are attached and work directly under them for fire
missions while they are with tne Bn. You will note that I ha\_re used the
expres sion i“"&"&‘ith the Artiliery Bn“ 3 that is intentional 3 50 long as the
Divisional Artillery is within rarige and there is no positive tank threatb
the Companies of the TD Bn work with the Artillery Bn. This is customarily
e,preﬁsed in g1l order as "attached”, but it is a,wpr_’ng agreement which means
t‘nat’they work with them B but all s&pply and other mattei's are handled by the
TD Bn as usual, and we éo not in any‘way'add to the work of the brganic Ba of
grtillery, In the assigmment of fire missions it h;s been found highly ddsireble
to use the orgnic Bus for the close-in support of the front lines, and the
TD's for the longer range targets for several rezgson, namely: Fi;'s*c, due to
the flat trajectory of the TD gun the danger of hitting trees, etc,, short of
the targets that may be close in front of our infantry is much grester; second,
the difference in range for o slight change in quadrant elevation is much great-
| T With uhe TD gun in ni rnt or rapid. firing would therefor be much more danger—
’ ous to'tﬁe Infantry; third, for long range work the steeper angle of f5ll
‘ eblainable for the gons is a great advantage, and in addition to the greater
range that the TD gun has, its dispersion is much less than the 10bmm abt long
ranges. There is another distincht advantage in the use of the TD gun for 10ﬂg_
‘ range interdiction that has been we.'il illuStrateé. in Itaiyj namely, the use of
the guns for interdicting important roads abt long ranges, We have fired betier
than 10,000 rounds of HE from this Bn on these missions primorily for the follow-
ing reasons: Whén +the 3% HE shell hits a hard Sur'faced road it bursts instant-
anecusly making only a very sligh"'o crater that may be @eisiiy traversed later
hg-vehlcles, whereas the 105mm blows a hole that may close the road. The burst
raditws of the two shells is practically the seme and hence, the hlgﬂ.ve1001ty
‘ ' TD shell works bebter than the lOSmm for this work, as 'i.t will not deny the road

for our use later, yet it will absolutely deny the rcad to the enemy for trans-

n L o

port or any other type of Work--and don's forget that Heinie hates thab sizZling

_ig_,
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‘high vslociﬁy shell just as bad as we hate hig hi(_ghv velocity guns., In.mountair-
‘ ous cdvnxﬁry the TD gun batteries wj:-’r,h their 360 degree btraverse caﬁ be shifted |

.'f.;O cover the crooked mountainous road with no thought as to.shifting tralls,

and all that work, and hence, can be shifted to follow tortuocus roads with

: great faciliby. Due 10 their very small dispers=ion they can concentrate on a

section of road and give it a very thorough piastering with a minimum of wasted
rounds, This last point was very definitely demonstrated at Maknassy wWhen
moved onl;}- one destr 6yer way up inbo the mountains to support the 91st FA Bn
in the{ shelling of the retreating German columns. The 91st had a batter that
was giving Jerry hell a.lqng a stretéh of road that they could reach, and he
pulled off into the sand to avoid ‘them, lost beeiucoup vehicles, and came back
on the road. I adjusted ome gun at 1,800 yards on the intersection of the
tﬁo roads where there Was 2 cut-bank and 8 defile, and as soon as they str%ight— _
ened out on the réad again we plastered them. Our gvhs were new, the ammnition
was new and 511 things were definitely in our favor, jfs is.brues but the resulis
were what counted, and after many years in the Field Artillery, I wes stdll

- astonished to see round after round burst within effective range of fohat Cross
voad., The effect I make no claims on, but I do know that ome prisoner we got

soon afber, who had been forced to abandom his vehicle there Dy our fire, was

| astonished that we had been able to cepture 88s and learn to shoot them so
‘L accuratelye

| After the above slight digression to try to brijg out some points let me

combinue with the discussion of the use of the TD's with the Div Avty, Where

we have been able to render a very signal service ©O our Artillery is, 1 hfalieva

l one that has been like Topsy and simply grown here. As Will be immediately

t seen our grester range will zllow us to stay in position while the organic
Bns move up and that is exactly where We have been working; we work under the
orgsnic Bn till it approaches its limit of range, then say““adios” and pull

’ out snd hook their telephone line in direct to the Bn GP. The ID Bn Hg then

takes over the f@ire direction of the companies as The organic Bus meke thelr

Z15-
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displacements, and the Div Arty calls on us direct for the fire missions they

desire., We assume 311 missions during this period, both cloe in and long range

’ -

until the organic Bus are again ready to shootb,
One point that was not brought out before is the cooperabtion of the srgsnic
Bns with ws in the survey ogeran;ons. Te do not have the peﬂessary'lnstrumﬂnus

for extremely accurate survey, so the Qrganic Bn runs that in for us. When it

is bumenly possible the ID company commender accompanies the organic Bn commander

orward-on his reconnaissance and they select their position togeunp The .

h

organic Bn runs thé traverse to ths”new position for the TD's as well as for
their batbteries. In this connecbtion thero is a poir nt that should be brought

out here, and that is thé position selection. A%t first there wes the mistaken
ides that'perhaps the TD's would interfere with the organic artiliery in select-
ing positions, but we have found from experience that this is'abéolutely false
for several reasons. Namely, first, the howitzers want the botboms of tlé iittle

folds in the ground and we Went the reverse 4 opes of higher land so we

cgnn get the desired elevations without ‘boo much digging, and also SO Jc,Lat we

will be in a cover position from which we cen guickly move to the ridge lines

Fh

to fire as anti-tank weapons if immedistely needed, Secondly, due to our
mobility and abundant power We can OCCUDY posi'biohs and éuicklv ove from them
whereas theiorganic artillery cannot geﬁ into them. Thirdly, We egn; gnd have,
moved into positions that were more efposed to enemy fire where our armor
protects us from 211 but direct hibs.

The last phase in this opera **on of the TD bBa ulbh.due Arvillery ms one thati
has also grown like Topsy and is one thab must be ¢emewbesed by all commenders.

This is the wission of the TD’S, 1o destroy ensemy armor whenever it appeers. -

Our commender has SOlV 2l This ma.tber in a manner that is so simple that it does
not seem reasonable $ill you see it on paper, and which has worked so well that
We IMOW thab i 35 the answer, You will remember thst I stressed the point
that our companies were ua'btacbredﬂ to the organic Bras in the written ordersy
but that it was only a way of ‘éaylng that we worked ihwith® those Has. Tae

- S
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standing orders are that the ENTIRE TD BN belongs to the on commender.whose

migsion it is to protect the commend from all ermored sttack, and in order

o

to swifily end positively accbmplish this mission, the orders, understood by

'all-Artillery Commanders, are that whenever tank threat is imminent or develops,

every man of the TD Bn belongs to the TD cormMnﬁer and that his orders are com-

plete and flnal—othat he Wlll irmediately take.any or all of the companweo, 1o

matter on whait mission engaged, to move at once to destroy the armored bthreat,
The employment of this order has been necessary within this uwnit, and it has

always worked with the smootnneos and pr30151on that we pray for, and I say

- without reservatlon tnan with a proper nnderstandlng between the commanders

- concerned,” the TD Bn can become a very valuable ssset to any high commender

if used in conjunction with his organic artillery, and it will still be able

" to accomplish its mission of DESTROYING ENEMY ARMOR even if it may not be able

Yo f£fixz bayonets and charge thém like the newspapers say they do.

In summing up the information stated above I would like to enumerate & Tew
®does™ and “don'ts¥,
O inforﬁ or ses that your staff end unit commanders are informed as to the

capabilities and armament of the ID Bn.

DO use $he TD, in its secondary role of aun artlllery plece, 0 1ts ubtmost to
interdict roads at long ranges. » C

DO assign the TD's the migsion of c¢lose supportv of a Tank atback,

D0 call upon your TO Commander 0 4o the things like mine sweeplng, ferrying,
and ot ner pioneering works, when they ulll.help your englne THe

BON'T under any conditions send the TD Bn Yehasing™ tanks. I3 was‘proved'in
the Tunigian Campaign that the TD will come out on the losing end of a head-on

-eneounter with enemy armor in numbers.

DOE!T gplit up the TD Bn into emall forces 61 four guns or go, and then send
them to engage the enemy under the command of an offieer kn0w1ng noth1n5 of
the tactics of the 1D,

DON YT expect vour wire commmmication to stay in when you leave the TDlg back,
and bring them forward after the rest of the Division has displaced.

DON!'T +try to tell the TD commander HOW to do his job, just tell him what you want
and let bim do it. He knows, he will do it, he knows that his guns and vehicles

17
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| ean do a certain job better than a gbtaff man might know. It is the most

“ - powerful one-man command in the Army, and if handled properly it can do wonder-
ful work, end if mishandled it can waste your income taxz for the next forty
years to no avail. Follow the old adage and "Agk the men who owns one™, first
before you make up your mind, ' .
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