
D e c e m b e r 2 0 , 1942 t h r o u g h J »uu» ry 2 5 , 1943 



Sunday, 10 J a n u a r y , 1943 
S i t t i n g h e r e a b o a r d wha t was r e c e n t l y the M a t s o n L i n e ' s 
l u x u r i o u s s h i p , " T H E M O M T E R E Y " , I have dec i ded t o b r i n g 
the events w h i c h b r o u g h t m e h e r e up t o da t e . 

17 D e c e m b e r , 1942 ( I n L o s A n g e l e s ) 
R e c e i v e d a w i r e f r o m C o l o n e l B a r n e y o r d e r i n g m e t o r e p o r t 
b a c k f r o m l eave no t l a t e r t h a n 20 D e c e m b e r . Was s i n c e r e l y 
g r a t e f u l t o the C o l o n e l f o r t h e c a s u a l r e m a r k he m a d e , " I f 
y o u w a n t t h a t l eave of y o u r s , I ' d l e a v e now . " H a d I l e f t on 
the 15th as I i n t ended i n s t e a d o f the 8 t h as I d i d , I w o t i l d not 
have h ad bu t a s m a l l p a r t . Changed m y p l ane r e s e r v a t i o n and 
got a p r i o r i t y . A r r i v e d a t m y o r g a n i z a t i o n on the 19 th . 

20 t o 23 D e c e m b e r , 1942 
Organlasat ion q u i c k l y and e f f i c i e n t l y packed and p r e p a r e d t o 
m o v e . T h e r e w e r e an u n b e l i e v a b l e n u m b e r of t h ings tha t had 
t o be done , t was changed o ve r f r o m E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r " A " 
C o m p a n y t o B a t t a l i o n L i a i s o n 0 : f f l c e r . 

24 D e c e m b e r , 1942 
B o a r d e d t r a i n ( The G r a p e f r u i t Spec i a l ) and m o v e d out e a r l y . 
C h r i s t m a s Eve and C h r i s t m a s Day w e r e w e l l c e l e b r a t e d . 
E v e r y o n e h ad f u n , bu t e v e r y t h i n g was qu i t e o r d e r l y . 

26 D e c e m b e r , 1942 
A r r i v e d i n F o r t D i x , o u r Ove r s eas S tag ing A r e a , i n the wee 
h o u r s of the m o r n i n g . M o v e d i n t o t y p i c a l wooden b a r r a c k s . 
Found s u p p i y s i t u a t i o n i d e a l . J u s t a s k f o r e q u i p m e n t t o r e p l a c e 
s h o r t a g e s and y o u get i t i m m e d i a t e l y . The m e n and o f f i c e r s 
a r e g i v e n a chance t o see t h e s ta tes a r o u n d u s . Most have n e v e r 
been t o N e w Y o r k C i t y . The O f f i c e r s ' C l u b i s one o f the w i l d e s t 
1 have e v e r seen . I s t ayed w i t h the o u t f i t e v e r y n i g h t up t o and 
i n c l u d i n g Mew Y e a r s E v e , g i v i n g the o t h e r o f f i c e r s a chance t o 
go ou t . 

I J a n u a r y , 1943 
1 wen t down t o A b e r d e e n t o m e e t B i l l P . We f i n a l l y l o c a t e d one 
a n o t h e r about 2245 . W h a t a g e t - t o g e t h e r , i t was f i n e t o m e e t 
a g a i n . He h ad a young n u r s e w i t h h i m , G r a c e S i m m o n s . We 
t o o k h e r h o m e and wen t t o B i l l ' s q u a r t e r s . T a l k e d u n t i l about 
0400 . I s l ep t t h e r e . 

* I * 



E Jamaary , 1943 
B i l l ' s du t i e s as Asslx-jtant S e c r e t a r y , O r d n a n c e Schoo l , k ep t 
h i m u n t i l 1645. \ e t h e n t o o k the t r a i n t o P h i l a d e l p h i a w h e r e 
t h e S i m m o n s f a m i l y m e t us and d r o v e us t o t h e i r h o m e i n 
N a z a r e t h , P e n n s y l v a n i a . H a d some w o n d e r f u l m e a l s . C a s u a l l y 
m e n t i o n e d tha t I l i k e d w h i t e cakes w i t h c h o c o l a t e i c i n g i n the 
c o n v e r s a t i o n , v' h e n I got u p the nex t m o r n i n g M r s . S i m m o n s 
had a l r e a d y baked m e one. G r a c e ' s s i s t e r s , E d i t h and A n n , 
a r e q u i t e n i c e . I t snowed d u r i n g the n i g h t . We p l a y e d some 
f i n e m u s i c , ha<i a l o t o f d e l i g h t f u l c o n v e r s a t i o n , and ate s t e a k s . 
I n a l l i t was a m o s t en j oyab l e weekend . B i l l and I t o o k the 
t r a i n back t o P h i l l y , and t h e n p a r t e d t o go t o o u r r e s p e c t i v e 
d u t i e s . 

4 t h t o 8 t h J a n u a r y , 1943 
C o l d w e a t h e r , l i g h t d u t i e s , we a r e a l l set t o go. 1 ha t e t o see 
t h e o r g a n i a a t i o u s i t t i n g I d l e . 

9 t h J a n u a r y , 1943 
Advance p a r t y of o f f i c e r s l e f t f o r l^o int of E m b a r k a t i o n . M y 
equ ipmen t and h a n d - g r i p , and b a r r a c k s bag v;-as a m i g h t y t o u g h 
l o a d t o p a c k . I t was a r e a l j o y t o get up th e gangv^^^ay and In s i d e 
m y s t a t e r o o m . A l s o , we have been t r y i n g t o get a b o a r d a s h i p 
f o r o v e r a y e a r . T h e o u t f i t i s i n h i g h s p i r i t s . T h e y a r e a t o u g h 
b u n c h . Ex pec t ed t o have t o " r o u g h i t " . F o u n d t o o u r s u r p r i s e 
t h a t i n s t e a d o f e a t i ng f r o m m e s s k i t s t h e d i n i n g r o o m i s s t i l l 
b e i ng r u n I n a l l i t s o l d g l o r y . 

10 J a n u a r y , 1943 
M e n of o u r organiasat ion w i l l be i n s t a t e r o o m s . They a r e t h e 
e l i t e t r o o p s o f the voyage . We a r e d e l i g h t e d t h a t t h e y a r e t o be 
so w e l l q u a r t e r e d . T h e i r mess i s good a l s o , w e f ound t h a t t h e r e 
i s t o be a 72 h o u r de l ay i n l o a d i n g t r o o p s and d e p a r t i n g , w e 
canno t l e ave th e s h i p . T h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o do except s l e ep , r e a d , 
and eat t h r e e e n o r m o u s m e a l s a day . 

11 J a n u a r y , 1943 
S t i l l l o a f i n g . Read P a l m e r ' s " T h e 0 < y a w y o f H o m e r " . S tud i ed 
a b i t o f C e l e s t i a l n a v i g a t i o n . Spent s e v e r a l h o u r s s h a r p e n i n g m y 
k n i f e . H a l e m a d e the bes t c r a c k o f t h e day . v h i l e l o o k i n g at a 
U o r l d A t l a s he s a i d , " G a d , but v/e'11 be a l o n g way f r o m M i l w a u k e e ! " 
H a d one t o o t h f i l l e d and ano the r x - r a y a d . Have a n o t h e r a p p o i n t ­
m e n t t o m o r r o w . 



12 J a n u a r y . 1943 
Got u p a t about 10 :30. M i s s e d b r e a k f a s t . S t i l l managed t o 
p u t away enough food today t o m a k e m e f a t as a p i g . V* ent o f f 
t h e s h i p and had ano the r t o o t h f i l l e d . Read a c oup l e o f n o v e l s . 
T u r n e d i n a t 10 (2200 ) . C o u l d n ' t s l e ep . Went t ops i d e f o r a 
s t r o l l a r o u n d th e d e c k s . I t io snow ing l a r g e fladte3 tha t j u s t 
d r i f t l a s i l y d o w n w a r d . T h e r e i s enough of a m o o n t o m a k e 
e v e r y t h i n g l o o k n i c e ; no shadows , no h a r s h d e t a i l , j u s t a p a l e , 
so f t g l ow . So, t o bed at m i d n i g h t . The t r o o p s c o m e a b o a r d 
t o m o r r o w . I ' m g l a d . I t ' s about t i m e w e gat s o m e w o r k done . 
" F i g h t i n d e r F u e h r e r ' s f a c e " . 

13 J a n u a r y , 1943 
S l ep t t o o l a t e f o r b r e a k f a s t . Read f o r a w h i l e . O u r troofWl 
c a m e a b o a r d at 2100. E v e r y t h i n g wen t s m o o t h l y . V e had t o 
s t ay up u n t i l 0300 f o r v a r i o u s o f f i c e r s ' m a e t l n g s . 1 a m D e c k 
C o n t r o l O f f i c e r o n " D " d e c k . So t o bad at 0315 . 

14 J a n u a r y , 1943 
Up a t 0540 t o see h o w t h i n g s a r e g o i n g . M e n a r e h u n g r y . M o v e ­
m e n t o f s h i p v e r y s m o o t h . JCvsryona w e l l s a t i s f i e d w i t h q u a r t e r s . 
T o o k m a n d o w n t o m e s s a t 0713 as r e q u i r e d b y s chedu l e and t h a n 
a t e a t 0830 m a s s myseJUf. F r o m now o n i t i s t w o m a a l s a day . 
Had " A b a n d o n S h i p " d r i l l a t 1330. I t wen t v e l l f o r the f i r s t t i m e . 
S e v e r a l b o t t l e - n e c k s m u s t be i r o n e d o u t . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l sh i p s 
a r o u n d m a t h a t I k n o w w e l l . I t I * b e t t e r , p e r h a p s , t h a t t h e y a r e 
not w r i t t e n h e r e . JEvaning m a a l a t 1630. T a m p a r a t u r e r i s i n g . 
T t t i m a d i n e a r l y . 

15 J a n u a r y . 1943 
t f p a t 0540 . S u p e r v i s e d go ing t o m e s s a t 0713 . I t was v e r y n m e l i 
b e t t e r t h a n y e s t e r d a y . The m e n a r e r a p i d l y l e a r n i n g the t h i n g s 
t h a t m u s t and m u s t no t be done . Seas a r e r u n n i n g heavy . A f t e r 
one p a r t i c u l a r l y heavy r o E A n d r e w s s a i d i n a p a i n e d t one of v o i c e , 
" I w i s h t h e y w o u l d n ' t do t h a t I " and l a l t i t s . I a ta a doub l e p o r t i o n 
of e v e r y t h i n g f o r d i n n e r t o n i g h t . Thm w i n d i s f r e s h e n i n g t o w a r d s 
1800. A b o u t 18 o f t h e m e n I n t h e c o m p a n y a r e s e a s i c k . I f i t gets 
w o r s e i t w i l l p r o b a b l y b o t h e r s o m e m o r e . T h e t e m p e r a t u r e i s 
d r o p p i n g s o m e , w h i c h w i l l m a k e t h e i r q u a r t e r s m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e . 
1 hava a m e n u f o r t o day . I w i l l c o p y I t on the nex t page . P l a y a d 
c a r d s f o r a f ew h o u r s . 3p«nt a g r e a t dea l o f t i m e on d e ck . 
V, e a the r w a r m . V I n d dead a s t e r n , about 30 k n o t s . Saas heavy . 
Sh ip r o l l i n g a g r e a t d e a l . I f e e l f i n e . Bed a t 004$. ( " A b a n d o n 
S h i p " d r i l l at 1330 tociay. T i m e t o b r i n g a l l m a n t o s t a t i o n s o n 
" A " d e c k was 9 m i n u t e s . ) 



B r e a k f a s t 

1st s ea t ing 7:30 t o 8:15 2nd sea t ing 8:30 t o 9:15 

F R I D A Y 

C h i l l e d G r a p e f r u i t J u i c e F r o s t e d F r e s h Peaches 
O a t m e a l M u s h D r y c e r e a l s 

w i t h m i l k o r c r e a m 
H a m o r Bacon and Eggs F r i e d o r - j c r a m h l e d Eggs 
G r i l l e d H a m o r B r o o k f i e l d Sausages H a s h B r o w n Po ta toes 
I -oast Bee f Ox Tongue Y o r k H a m Poas t L a m b 
A s s o r t e d B r e a k f a s t T;.olls B u t t e r e d T o a s t 
B u t t e r m i l k Ho t cakes w i t h Ma j l c S y r u p J a m s J e l l i e s 
Cof fee T e a Cocoa M i l k 

D i n n e r 

I s t s ea t ing 4 :30 t o 5:15 2nd s ea t ing 5:30 t o 6:15 

F R I D A Y 

C h i l l e d T o m a t o J u i c e E a s t e r n O y s t e r C o c k t a i l 
C l a m C h o w d e r F u l t o n M a r k e t 
B o i l e d Smoked S a l m o n Steak, M e l t e d B u t t e r 
P o r k T e n d e r l o i n Saute , P a p r i k a Sauce 
F'oast P r i m e B i b s o f Bee f , N a t u r a l G r a v y 
Mew Peas Paysanne C r o q u e t t e Po ta toes 
H e a r t o f L e t t u c e w i t h Pus r^dan D r e s s i n g 
M o r t a d e l l a and Swiss Cheese w i t h Po t a t o Salad 
J e l l y R o l l Ice C r e a m o r She rbe t 
C a m e m b e r t Cheese v/i th C r a c k e r s 
Cof fee M i l k B u t t e r m i l k T e a 
F r e s h F r u i t i n Season 



16̂  J a n u a r y , .,1943̂ ^̂ ^ 
TJp a t 0540 t o go dovm t o t r oop a r e a . Sea c a l m . A b o u t e i gh t 
m e n s t i l l s e a - s i c k . I t i s c o o l e r t h a n y e s t e r d a y . " e ssig-zag 
so m u c h I have no i d ea w h e r e we a r e . A b a n d o n - s h i p d r i l l 
t o ok seven m i n u t e s . Getting t o t h e s h i p ' s exchange har^ beet i 
q u i t e a p r o b l e m . T h e r e a r e huge l i n e s o f m e n w a i t i n g . I hate 
t o b r e a k I n on t h e m e n w h o m u s t w a i t B O l o n g , ye t o u r du t i e s 
p r e v e n t û s f r o m w a i t i n g l o n g , I f i n a l l y f i g u r e d a way t o beat 
t h e s y s t e m . E a c h day at abanr^on-ship d r i l l I c a n l o c a t e m y ­
s e l f i'O t h a t I e a s i l y get t o t h e Exchange f i r s t . E v e r y o n e ' s 
m o r a l e s tays up t h i s way . The s h i p ' s r o u t i n e i s b e c o m i n g 
far , - : i l iar t o e v e r y o n e . ?.tost of the m e n know t h e i r w a y a r o u n d 
nov/. Spent q u i t e a w h i l e on deck , ^/"-'eat t o m y r o o m a f t e r 
d i n n e r t o r e s t a w h i l e . L a y down w i t h xny c l o thes on and s l e p t 
a l l n i g h t . The a ide w h e r e I w e a r m y k n i f e i s r e a l l y s o r e , 

17 J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 3 
Sunday. T h e f i r s t r e m a r k above shou ld go i n f o r t oday . U p 
a t 0510. T i m e changed o n e - h a l f h o u r f o r w a r d m a k i n g i t 0540 . 
F i r s t Sgt . B y r n e and a l l t h e m e n w e r e s t i l l a s l e ep . Got t h e m 
up a t 0645 , new t i m e . I ' m a f r a i d I d o n ' t q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d w h y 
w e o n l y change 1/2 h o u r . T o d a y i s w a r m . T h a w i n d Is g e n t l e , 
and the sea i s c a l m . O n l y one m a n b o t h e r e d w i t h s a a - s l c k n a s s . 
I n s t r u c t i o n s t o o f f i c e r s t a k i n g t r o o p s o ve r s eas t e l l us t o k e ep 
t h e m e n b u s y . A m u s e t h a m so t h e y w i l l n o t b e come a l a r m e d 
by t h e h a z a r d o u s voyage . T h a t i s a j o k e w h e r e ovir m e n a r e 
c o n c a r n e d . T h e y a r e l i k e a b u n c h o f s q u i r r e l s t u r n e d l oose in 
a new f o r e s t , h a v i n g a g r e a t t i m e . W o r r y and f e a r a r e f a r 
f r o m t h e i r m i n d s . ? e p l a y e d a c u t - t h r o a t gaume of h e a r t s t o ­
n i g h t . A t m i d n i g h t the c l o c k v^ent ahead a n o t h e r h a l f h o u r . 
J a c k R o t h s c h i l d p l a y e d th e boys of 5995 -S y< lcar u n t i l 0330 . 
He w o n $140 . 

18 J a n u a r y . 1943 
U p at 0540 . U s u a l r o u t i n e , Tlwi w p r e d i c t a M a A t l a n t i c s t a r t e d 
out v e r y s m o o t h t h i s m o r n i n g , b u t i t i s v e r y r o u g h at noon . 
A b a n d o n - s h i p d r i l l t o o k 6 1/2 m i n u t e s . I a te t w o s i r l o i n s t eaks 
l o r d i n n e r . *̂ e h ad a v a r y good c o n v e r s a t i o n t h i s even ing d i a -
eaee ing A f r i c a . T h i s noon e v e r y nt%an was I ssued a " P o c k e t 
Gu id e t o N o r t h A f r i c a " . I t has caused n o end o f c o m m e n t due t o 
t h e s t r a n g e c u s t o m s of t h a f M o p l e . I d i d a l o t of m e n d i n g t h a t 
has been p i l i n g up on m e . Bed at 2315 . 

. 5. -



19 J a n u a r y . 1943 
U p a t 0620 . U s u a l r o u t i n e . O u r p o s i t i o n a t 1200: 4 5 W , 3 6 N . 
T h e m e n , about 1/4 o f t h e m , have been sstaying i n bed m o r n i n g s 
i n s t e a d of g e t t i n g up f o r b r e a k f a s t . H a v i n g o n l y t v o m e a l s a 
day makes t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y bad f o r them.. T h i s m.o rn ing I 
had those who d i d no t get up f o r b r e a k f a s t go out on deck . S ince 
t h e y now k n o w t h e y m u s t a l l get up no doubt a l l except the f ew 
who a r e r e a l l y i l l w i l l m a k e b r e a k f a s t . A b a n d o n - s h i p d r i l l i u 
5 1/2 m i n u t e s . T h i s t i e s the s h i p ' s r e c o r d w h i c h was m a d e 
w i t h fevrer t r o o p s a b o a r d . Y e s t e r d a y at 1628 I set m y w a t c h 
by t h e s h i p ' s c h r o n o m e t e r . B y c h e c k i n g a g a i n t oday I f o u n d t h a t 
the w a t c h l o s t 24 seconds i n 25 1/2 h o u r s . The w i n d at 2030 i s 
b l o w i n g qu i t e h a r d , and the seas a r e h e a v i e r t h a n t h e y have been 
b e f o r e . C l eaned m y p i s t o l and m y t o m m y - g u n . T u r n e d i n a t 
2100 . 

20 J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 3 
U p a t 0550 . C l o c k was set up at j -n idn ight l a s t n i g h t ina l r iUn I I 
0620. H a d a coup l e a l a r m s today . Seas and w i n d heavy . M e n 
s tand ing i t qu i t e w e l l , t h o u g h . R a i n e d m o s t of the day . One 
t a n k e r f e l l b e h i n d , we c i r c l e d a r o u n d i n a huge c i r c l e and p i c k e d 
h e r u p . P l a y e d a coup l e games o f c h e s s . 3o f a r have f ound no 
one who can p l a y w e l l . C e n s o r e d s i x l e t t e r s . I t s u r p r i s e d m e 
t h a t the m e n have w r i t t e n so l i t t l e . The w i n d i s so h i g h t h a t the 
sh i p had a p e r m a n e n t l i s t t o p o r t f o r a c oup l e o f h o u r s . T u r n e d 
i n a t 2315 . Day d e f i n i t e l y b o r i n g . 

y J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 3 
U p a t 0600 . W e a t h e r o v e r c a t t bu t c a l m and vmrm. I s l ep t 
m o s t o f t h e day . Abandon s h i p d r i l l t ook s i x mintrt «s , 20 
fseconds, a w o r s e t i m e thaia o u r p r e v i o u s t i m e . C e n s o r e d some 
m a i l . Read a n o v e l and t u r n e d i n at 2245 . N i g h t c l e a r . C l o c k 
goes ahead at m i d n i g h t a n o t h e r h a l f h o u r . Vf<s l a y i n bed and 
h ad a b u U - e e s s i o n u n t i l about 0200 . 

22 J a n u a r y , 1943 
U p a t 0600 . Sea c a l m , W inds l i g h t . T e m p e r a t u r e w a r m . M e n 
a r e a l l g e t t i n g u p and go ing t o b r e a k f a s t . F ood s t i l l v e r y good. 
M y own c r u d e n a v i g a t i o n pu t s us nea r the A a o r e s . S e v e r a l s m a l l 
b i r d s f l y i n g a r o u n d m i g h t s u b s t a n t i a t e b y i n d i c a t i n g t h a t l a n d iis 
n e a r . We a r e a p p r o a c h i n g wha t i s k n o w n as ' '• .-ubmarine A l l e y " . 
E v e r y o n e i s c on f i d en t in o u r a b i l i t y t o get t h r o u g h . A n d eve i i i f 
one o f the t r a n s p o r t s w e r e t o get t o r p e d o e d , the casualt ie.B w o u l d 
be v e r y s m a l l . The m e n a r e " t a k i n g i t c o o l " , '•'/hen we cam^e 
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22 J anua ry , 1943 (continued.) 
aboard thi» s h i p l a r g e mape of the w o r l d w e r e l o c a t e d i n the 
f o y e r s on each d e c k . These m a p s a l l w e r e w o r n t h r o u g h on 
and a r o u n d a c e r t a i n p o r t on the .A t lant ic Coas t o f ??ort.h 
A f r i c a . T h i s was w h e r e thousands of f i n g e r s had po in t ed l a s t 
voyage . Today nev/ m a p s w e r e pu t up and c o v e r e d w i t h b r o a d 
s t r i p s of s c o t ch t ape , " G e l l o s e a l " I b e l i e v e i t i s c a l l e d . T h i s 
w i l l give t h e meia a chance t o l o c a t e ou r d e o t i a a t i o a e x a c t l y . 
Mlshk ln de feated m e i n a game of chess tonight, the f i r s t 1 
have l o s t s ince c o m i n g aboard . I w i l l have to give h im* s ome 
c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n . B r o w s e d through "Aetronomy, Maps and 
W e a t h e r , " b y W y l i e and r e a d a c o u p l e of nove l s b y L e b l a i i c i n 
l a s t t w o days . T h a c l ock goes up another half an hour at m i d ­
n i g h t . Sea c a l m e s t I have eve r eaan. L y i n g In bed there i« no 
p e r c e p t i b l e m o v e m e n t . 

2 3 , J a n u a r y , J.943__ 
X3p at 0600 . After I had breakfast 1 v/ent b a c k t o b ed . DreaxTied 
1 wa« i n the Navy again. I ' m a l m o s t a f r a i d t o s l eep i f m y d r e a m s 
a r e go ing t o be t h a t bad . Abandon s h i p d r i l l t ook s i x m i n u t e . : . 
& I s v e r y m i s ty t h i s m o r n i n g . C l e a r e d u p i n the afternoon. 
W a r m and c a l m . I have neve r seen «uch a smooth s e a . E v e r 
s ince we have s a i l e d f r o m New Y o r k each man and o f f i c e r has 
had h i s l i f e p r e s e r v e r , canteen, a p a i r o f g l o v es , and a so f t 
c o v e r i n g f o r t h e head w i t h h i m a t a l l t i m e s . In addition, 1 a lways 
c a r r y m y p i s t o l . A l l th i s gats t i r e s o m e . T h e f i r s t t h r e e n i g h t s 
o u t , d«a to s u b m a r i n e danger, we w e r e o rdered t o s l e ep c l o t h e d 
and r e a d y t o go. l^ow we a r e getting n e a r A f r i c a , The danger I s 
no t on l y f r o m s a b m a r i n e s but bombar t a l so . e have aga in r e ­
c e i v e d o r d e r s t o s l eep f u l l y c l o t h e d . R u m o r s r u n r i f e a b o a r d 
s h i p . F o r example : The E n g l i s h have t a k e n T r i p o l i ; t h e r e a r e 
a a v a r a l hundred W A A C ' a In t h e c onvoy ; we a r e goh ig t o l a n d 
Tuesday , and the s t o r i e s abou t Casa B l a n c a a r e r e a l l y w i l d . 
T h a beer i s good, the baer i s bad; a l l they d r ln l e I s f e r m e n t e d / 
goa t ' s m l l k j F r e n c h cognac I s p l e n t i f u l . E v e r y t h i n g Is a l l / 
t w i s t e d u p . C l o c k goes up ano the r h a l f h o u r t o n i g h t . / 

u p at 0600 . Sea c a l m , w a r m . B r o k e r e c o r d for abandon-ship 
d r i l l w i t h t i m e of 5 m i u u t e r i f l a t . The s e a l » s o f l a t a p e r i s c o p e 
f e a t h e r w o u l d show 10 m i l e s . One o f the newest t yya d e s t r o y e r s 
c u t v e r y c l o s e t o u « . She U r e a l l y a s u p e r - s l e e k c r a f t . S e v e r a l 
l a r g e l a n d - b a s e d p lanes f lew over us t oday , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t we 



114 J a n u a r y , 1943 ( cont inued ) 
a r e a p p r o a c M n g ou r d e s t i n a t i o n , I expect t o be ab le t o s i gh t 
laxid b e f o r e t o m o r r o w i s o v e r , i n c e n s o r i n g the r a a i l 1 n o t i c e 
t h e n o v e l t y i s gone f r o m the t r i p . The m e n v i l l be g l ad t o set 
f oo t on l a n d . D a r k n e s s f e l l u-nbel ieveablyAtst t o n i g h t . One 
xn-omsat i t was l i g h t . The nex t i t was as d a r k as you can i m a g i n e . 
I t was i m p o s s i b l e t o see a hand i n f r o n t o f y o u r face . T h e r e w e r e 
no s t a r s v i s i b l e e ven . T h e o n l y t h i n g I c o u l d see was the p h o s -
pho r e s ence o f t h e w a t e r aga ins t the bow of t h e sh ip c l o s e s t t o u s . 
T h e c l o c k goes ahead one h a l f h o u r aga in t o n i g h t . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
a l l the h a l f - h o u r changes t h e r e is the f u l l hoxxv change due t o 
o u r be ing o n w a r t i m e In t h e U n i t e d States t h a t d i d n ' t shov/ up 
as a change o f t i m e . have r e a l l y been m a k i n g t r a c k s a r o u n d ^ - ^ 
th e g l obe , " r e r e c e i v e d r a d i o news t h a t t h e E n g l i s h 8 t h A r m y ^ 
has t aken T r i p o l i . A n am.using t h i n g I have ncl lced i s t h e a t t i t u d e 
o f t h e m e n about t h e i r b a t h r o o m s . A f t e r l l v h i g i n t h e w i l d s l i k e / 
we have , a t i l e b a t h r o o m s t r i k e s them, as a r e a l k t x u r y . 

25 J a n u a r y . 1943 
I t i s 0015. I have no t yet gone t o b e d . U p on deck a m o m e n t 
ago 1 saw t h a t t h e m o o n has changed the p i t c h - b l a c k n i g h t i n t o 
day a l m o s t . H a v i n g s l e p t f o r s e v e r a l h o u r s y e s t e r d a y m o r n i n g 
I 'm* not s l eepy , bu t I suppose I m u s t go t o bed out o f sheer b o r e ­
dom.. F o u n d a good n o v e l . P ead u n t i l 0300 , Up at 0550, V e n t 
u p on d e c k . Saw the m o s t g l o r i o u s s u n r i s e e v e r . H i g h c l ouds 
he i gh t ened the e f f e c t , w h i l e a p e r f e c t l y c l e a r a t m o s p h e r e and a 
m i r r o r - l i k e sea p r o v i d e d a p e r f e c t f o r e g r o u n d c l e a r t o the h o r i z o t : . 
T h e convoy s p l i t i n t o , t w o p a r t s , one go ing t h r o u g h the s t ra f ts . O u r 
d e s t i n a t i o n canne i n t o v i e w this a f t e r n o o n . I t l o oks v e r y good. 
T h e c l ock « wen t ahead an h o u r and a h a l f . E v e n i n g m e a l was a 
r o u t e a lnxos t . E v e r y o n e w a n t e d t o ea t and t h e n get up t o w a t c h 
the show. H o w e v e r , o u r o u t f i t a t e i n i t s p r o p e r o r d e r . T h e y 
hava h a d th e bes t of t h e d e a l , e a t ing f i r s t t h r o u g h o u t the voyage . 
C o m i n g i n t o the h a r b o r we c a m e a c r o s s s e v e r a l sunken m e r c h a n t 
s h i p s . One sank i n p e r f e c t k e e l . She now se ts on t h e b o t t o m w i t h 
o n l y h e r s t acks and h e r m a s t s above w a t e r , " r h a t appea rs t o be 
a heavy c r u i s e r and a l i g h t b a t t l e s h i p a r e ou t s i d e t h a b r e a k w a t e r . 
One on th e b o t t o m n e a r t h e s h o r e , the o t h e r on th e beach . T h e 
n u m b e r t w o t u r r e t s b ea r t h e r e d , w h i t e and b l u e of F r a n c e . 
T h e r e i s a l a r g e b a t t l e s h i p s i t t i n g on the b o t t o m i n the d o c k s . 
Shm has a l a r g e b o m b h o l e near t h e s t e r n and a 16 " s h e l l t h r o u g h 
iMir bow , b o t h c a u s i n g s e r i o u s dannage. T h a attitude <tf t h e 
]Miople i n s m a l l boats s e ems qu i t e f r i e n d l y . Wa moored t o t h e 
d o c k a t approx im^ate ly 1800. I was e a t i n g a t t h t t lm .e . E v e r y o n e 
i s eager t o get a s h o r e . T h e w e a t h e r la n i c e and w a r m , I c a n 
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25 J a n u a r y , 1943 (cont ixmed) 
« « • ti*« »urf pound ing on th e beach . Remladia « a « o f h o m e . 
We have been t o l d w h a t p a r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n we go t o . T h e y 
have a good r e p u t a t i o n . / e go a s h o r e t o n i g h t . E v e r y o n e i s 
ready. T h i s m i g h t be c o n s i d e r e d the end of the f i r s t phase 
of the tri|^. 





25 January , I 943 j con t inuec l ) 
The o r g a n i z a t i o n was c o m p l i m e n t e d upon i t s «peed and o r d e r 
i n l e a v i n g the sh ip and l o a d i n g the " A " bags onto t r u c k s . T h e n , 
i n " f u l l f i e l d * ' we m a r c h e d t h r e e m i l e s t o o u r a r e a . We w e r e 
ab le t o r o l l i n o u r b l a n k e t s on the we t g r o u n d at 0430 , the 2 6 t h . 
T h e o f f i c e r s ' bed. r o l l s w e r e s t i l l a b o a r d the .ship w i t h the m e n ' s 
" B " bag.-3, s o I was r o l l e d up i n j u s t one b l a n k e t . 

26 J a w i a r _ 1943 
L a s t n i g h t , o r r a t h e r t h i s m o r n i n g , was v e r y bad . C o l d and w e t . 
Y i p e ! Up at 0815 . a r e go ing t o l i v e o f f " C " r a t i o n s f o r a 
w h i l e . I l i k e t h e m , bu t I c an ."jee w h e r e t h e y w i l l get t ire.3om.e. 
I t i s a i d e f i a i t e im .p rovemen t o v e r the l a s t w a r . The o r g a n i z a t i o n 
was spoken t o about the dange r of d i s ease h e r e . N o t h i n g is t o be 
ea t en , even , t h a t i s no t c ooked . T h e C o l o n e l i n d i c a t e d h o w he.^_ 
wan t ed the c a m p l a i d out and we t a c k l e d the j o b . I n t h e m e a n -
t t e e we have been bese t w i t h doaens o f A r a b b e g g a r s . T h e y a r e 
u n b e l i e v a b l y d i r t y and d i s eas ed . T h e y a r e h e r e p r i m a r i l y t o 
s t e a l and beg . H o w e v e r , a f ew w i l l sh ine sl ioes f o r a penny o r 
s e l l v e r y n i c e l o o k i n g orange."?, f o r 10^ a dozen . Y e r e c e i v e d 
w o r d of t h e s ta tus of our e q u i p m e n t . The begga r s have been 
d r i v e n b a c k t o a l i n e a r o u n d the c a m p . A r a t h e r l a r g e g u a r d 
i? go ing on t o t i i gh t and u n t i l we a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h the e f f o r t s these 
peop le w i l l m a k e t o s t e a l f r o m u s . T o w a r d even ing t h e F r e n c h 
s o l d i e r s c a m e ove r t o our c a m p . T h e y a r e a l l t h e way f r o m 
l i g h t b r o w n , admost w h i t e A r a b s t o c o a l b l a c k . T h e y w e r e m a d e 
w e l c o m e . T h e y a r e s t u r d y , i n t e l l i g e n t , and c l e a n . The way 
t h e y f ond l ed ou r own w o n d e r f u l e q u i p m e n t was p a t h e t i c . T h e y 
a r e good s o l d i e r s , but t h e i r e q u i p m e n t i s o l d o r l a c k i n g . T h e i r 
horse-::^ a r e t h e f i n e s t I have seen . O u r o w n c a v a l r y w o u l d n ' t l i k e 
i t t o be s a i d , bu t t h e y a r e i i iOunted on a bunch of nags c o m p a r e d 
t o t h e A r a b i a n h o r s e s . T h e 1st Spahis i s t h e o u t f i t h e r e . One 
i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t o r i s t h e i r s u r p r i s e at the easy way V'S o f f i c e r s 
m i n g l e a m o n g and t a l k w i t h the m e n . O u r bedd ing r o l l s and f o o t -
l o c k e r s a r r i v e d i n good shape . T o n i g h t I w i l l be i n a w a r m 
s l e e p i n g bag and u n d e r a ' ^pup - t en t " , w h i c h shou ld be o . k , T u r n e d 
I n e a r l y f o r l a c k of a n y t h i n g t o do . 

27 J a n u a r y , 1943 
Go t up a t 0830. A t e s ome m o r e "C" r a t i o n s , v e had some of ou r 
m o n e y changed i n t o f r a n c s . 75 f r a n c s t o t h e d o l l a r , Jxtst t o show 
the r e l a t i v e p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r , one d o l l a r ^:^dll buy 32 l a r g e g l asse 
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27 J a n u a r y , 1943 ( cont inued ) 
of b e e r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e is r o a l l y n o t h i n g n i c e a v a i l a b l e 
t o b u y . S ince B^ance is s t i l l on the g o l d - s t a n d a r d we have t o 
have m o n e y h e r e backed b y g o l d , not s i l v e r . A t l e a s t t h a t is 
the r u m o r as t o w h y we have to change o u r U n i t e d States b i l l s 
i n t o U n i t e d States b i l l s w i th a go ld ( y e l l ow ) gea l . The beggars 
have kep t t h e i r d i s t a n c e t oday , i f v/e d o n ' t encoura.Ofe them I 
t h i n k t h e y v d l l soon qu i t e coming. I wen t i n t o t o w n today t o 
l o ca t e the o f f i c e t o w h i c h I r e p o r t t o m o r r o w at 0900. C o m i n g 
b a c k I dec ided t o t ake a t a x i , a h o r s e - d r a v m a f f a i r on r u b b e r t i r e s 
1 had an a w f u l t i m e t e l l i n g h i m w h e r e t o go s i n c e 1 spoke no 
F r e n c h . F i n a l l y I t r i e d Span i sh , w h i c h he spoke f l u e n t l y . 
E v e r y t h i n g wen t g m o o t h l y f r o m t h e r e on ou t . Dovm t o w n I 
n o t i c e d t h a t m o s t of t h e w h i t e g i r l s have open aoren on t h e i r 
l e g s . T h i s i s c e r t a i n l y a p l a c e o f l iaeasa. The n a t i v e s s e e m 
t o have a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e o f d e f o r m i t i e s . Got m y s i t - t r e n c h 
dug f o r t h e s u m o f t h r e e c i g a r e t t e s . T o bed a t d a r k . 

28 J a n u a r y , 1943 
R e p o r t e d t o 32 B l v d . de l a L i b e r t e a t 0900. We w e r e g i v e n a 
' p e p - t a l k " about t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f o u r l i a i s o n j o b , and t h e n pu t 

t o w o r k l o a f i n g . I managed t o keep t h e day f r o m b e i n g a t o t a l 
l o s s by l e a v i n g t h e Cr-4 o f f i c e f o r a l a w m i n u t e s a t a t i m e and 
do ing a l i t t l e c on tac t v o r k f o r the o u t f i t a t O M . , E n g . , and 
S i gna l O f f i c e s . I n t h e l a t t e r , when g e t t i n g B 'erguson 's r a d i o 
f r e q u e n c y , t h ey t o l d me t o use a n y t h i n g t h a t no one e l s e was on , 
w h i c h i s a h e l l o f a p o o r way t o r u n t h i n g s . Was b r o u g h t h o m e 
a f t e r d a r k i n a t h r e e q u a r t e r ton ? C . 

29 J a n u a r y , 1943 ' 
Want d o w n aga in t o the G - 4 A t l a n t i c Base Sec t i on . ? e a r e so 
s h o r t o f v e h i c l e s t h a t I had t o have t h e ambulamce t a k e m e d o w n . 
X w i l l ha g l a d w h e n we get o u r e q u i p m e n t . I t o o k T/Sg t . 
C a r m i c h a l w i t h m e . A t noon C o l o n e l B a r n e y c a m e b y and tooVc 
m a a b o a r d the s h i p we c a m e o v e r I n t o eat one l a s t good m a a l . 
Aift t h a t we went out t o c o n t a c t a fev u a i f -. I n o u r t r a v e l l a g 
a r o u n d I c o u l d n H h e l p bu t n o t i c e t h a s i m i l a r i t y o f the l a n d t o 
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a . T h e r e a r e g r e a t expanses of g r e e n g r a s s 
l a n d , w i t h the y e l l o w m u s t a r d week g r o w i n g p r o f u s e l y , j u s t l i k e 
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a a t t h i s t i m e o f t h a y e a r . T h e r e i s no f o g , 
but a t n i g h t a c o l d d a m p dew s e t t l e s o n a v e r y t h l n g . T h e sun i s 
w a r m , b u t the sea b reeaes a r e c o l d . A l l i n a l l , t h e days a r e 
p e r f e c t , bu t the n i g h t s a r e v e r y c o l d . Some o f the b u i l d i n g s 
show t h e Span i sh In f luence and a r e j u s t l i k e h o m e . The o t h e r 
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29 Tanaary , 1943 ( cont iaaed ) 
s t y l e , M o r r o c a n , I guess , is an anc i en t t y p e . C o n t r a r y t o 
a l l e xpec ta t i ons 5 the d o w n t o w n b u i l d i n g s a r e i n m a n y cases 
of m u c h m o r e m o d e r n c o i x s t r u c t l o n t h a n any l a L o s A n g e l e s . 
I got b a c k t o the a r e a b e f o r e d a r k and l a y out the p l a n f o r 
p u t t i n g i n the l o c a l a n t i - a i r c r a f t p r o t e c t i o n . T o bed at d a r k . 
The C o l o n e l j u s t c a m e down the l i n e . I a m go ing i n t o t o v n 
w i t h h i m . C a p t a i n ' >h i r l ey and C a p t a i n K i n g . '̂ e spend the 
even ing i n a v e r y m.odern a p a r t m e n t . C a p t a i n K i n g has r e n t e d 
a l a r g e b e d r o o m w i t h v ; onde r fu l f u r n i t u r e i a a n i c e p a r t of 
t o w n f o r $10 a m o n t h . Ive had a g r e a t t i m e t a l k i n g w i t h t h e 
f a m i l y . One of t h e g i r l s spoke Span ish and th e C o l o n e l spoke 
f l u e n t F r e n c h ao we m * d e out c a p i t a l l y . e gave t h e m s e v e r a l 
l i t t l e t h i n g s we b r o u g h t o v e r h e r e t h a t w e r e v e r y w e l c o m e . 
These b e t t e r - c l a s s F r e n c h no l o n g e r get t h e i r i n c o m e f r o m 
F r a n c e , and bu t a v e r y s m a l l a m o u n t h e r e . T h e r e f o r e , a l i t t l e 
b i t o f m o n e y i s v e r y w e l c o m e t o these p eop l e . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
seems t o be v e r y l i t t l e h e r e t o b u y . F i n e t h i n g s a r e v e r y 
l i m i t e d . F o r e x a m p l e , a F r e n c h L t . t o l d m e a s h i r t l i k e one 
of m i n e m a d e of d a r k g a b a r d i n e w o u l d c o s t 3 ,000 f r a n c s . A 
m a r r i e d C a p t a i n ( F r e n c h ) gets o n l y 4^000 f r a n c s as a m o n t h ' s 
s a l a r y 1 a m t o l d . e d r o v e h o m e i n t o t a l b l a c k - o u t . T h e r e 
was no m o o n , no l i g h t r s n o t h i n g d i a c e r n a b l e bu t the s t a r s . 
T a l k about c e l e s t i a l i i a v l g a t i o n ; we k e ep t h e N o r t h S ta r t o o u r 
r e a r , and O r i o n t o the r i g h t , and we get h o m e . 

30 J a n u a r y , 1943 
Sent Sgt . C a r m i c h e l ^awn t o the G-4 o f f i c e . e had an I n s f s U l w i 
b y a C o l o n e l V i l l e m i n t h e m o r n i n g . He had a " c a n n e d " t a l k ; h e 
p u t out t o t h e o f f i c e r s w h i c h m i g h t have bean o . k . i n a c l a s s of 
O f f i c e r Cand ida tes i f I t was g i v en i n t h e i r f i r s t week , o r t o 
R a s a r v e O f f i c e r s j u s t r e p o r t i n g t o d u t y , b u t t o be g i v i n g t h a t o l d 
ba l oney t o us was a was t e of h i g h p a i d t i m e . Gad , b u t some of 
t h a s a o l d w o m e n s e a m t o have d i f f i c u l t y r e a l i z i n g t h a t t h e r e i s a 
w a r . I s t a r t e d p u t t i n g i n t h e a n t i - a i r c r a f t m a c h i n e guns at 1400. 
T h e y shou ld have been i n t o d a y , bu t w e ' l l n e v e r m a k e i t due t o 
the i n s p e c t i o n , " e n t o v e r t o the n u r s e s q u a r t e r s j u s t a r o u n d the 
c o r n e r f r o m u s . A l m o s t e v e r y o f f i c e r i n t h e o u t f i t w e n t . They 
Ca a on l y go out e v e r y t h i r d n i g h t , bu t t w o o f t h e m ducked out w i t h 
Major B a v l n g t o n and m y s e l f . We f ound s o m a v e r y good champagne 
and had fun o b s e r v i n g the F r e n c h . 
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31 Janua-ry, 1943 
Sunday. The m e n , 1 k n o w , m u s t have g r u n i b l e d t o t h e m ­
se l ves about i t , b u t we p u t i n the r e s t o f t l i e A n t i - a i r c r a f t 
m a c h i n e guns . O v e r o u r s m a l l a r e a t i i e 23 c a l i b r e .SO's 
w i l l g i ve fjood de fense a g a i n s t l o w - f l y i n g a i r c r a f t , i doubt 
t i i a t the h i g h l e v o i j o b s v / i l l b o t h e r a s . T h e c i t y has t o o 
ixiany good t a r g e t s f o r t h e m t o v/aste t i m e on ae . I n t e n d e d 
t o s tay h o m e , b u t t l i e fel lov/s c a m e b y . v/e t o o k a h o r s e -
d r a w n a f f a i r oat to a p l a c e c a l l e d '-'La E e s c r v e " . We had a 
good d i n n e r a n d f ound oat v/aat the 'H ' in rouge ' * i s l i k e . 
P l a y e d " c h u g - a * l u g " . T o o k t! ie c a r r i a g e horae . Cos t us 
a r o u n d $ 1 . 2 5 p e r p e r s o n , i n c l u d i n g e v e r y t h i n g . 

1 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
U p a t 0715 f e e l i n g f i n e . Some of the l ads Ixad headaches . 
Wen t down t o Cr-4 . ( F o r g o t t o m e n t i o n y e s t e r d a y : O n the 
way t o " I « t l i e s e r v e " ' y e s t e r d a y e v en ing we wen t d o w n the 
boet b e a c h I have seen in a i oag t i m e . The waves s u r g e d up 
in c o n t i n u o u s l i n e s . I w a n t t o go i n the f i r s t c imnce I g e t . ) 
W r o t e s e v e r a l l e t t e r s a f t e r dim%er b y the l i g h t o f a C o l e m a n 
l a i i t e r n . T u r n e d i n e a r l y . 

2̂  F e b r u a r y , 1943 
U p a t r e v e i l l e , a s u s u a l , 0700 . I t i s r e a l l y h a r d to c r a w l ou t 
i n t o the c o l d a i r b e f o r e d a w n . I t i s v e r y c o l d u n t i l d a w n c o m e s 
a t OS30 to d r i v e away the da rapness . Rode dovm t o G - 4 i n t i i e 
a r t i bu l ance . B o u g h t a heavy s t e r l i n g b r a c e l e t f o r m o t h e r . T h e y 
c o s t j u s t abou t $10 . 0,0. P i c k e d rae up i n a n amp lv ib i ous j e e p 
abou t 1700, A f t e r e v en ing m e a l J a c k P r e s c o t t , F e r g u s o n , 
" D o c " B r a a t l y a n d ! w e n t d o w n to the M e d i n a . T h i s i s very-
i n t e r e s t i n g c o u n t r y . I o n l y w i s h I c o u l d send h o m e a l l the l a c e s , 
b r a s s w o r k , w o o d w o r k , a n d o t h e r v/ork t l m t I c o u l d b u y h e r e . 
Some o f these s r a a l l , c r o o k e d , d a r k s ide s t r e e t s w h e r e the 
shops a r e w o u l d be v/onder fo l p l a c e s to g e t y o a r t h r o a t c u t . 
F o r t h i s r e a s o n , we go a r o u n d i n g r o u p s . Ixx thin e ven ings 
shopp ing t o u r we w a l k e d a t l e a s t 10 m i l e s t h e way i t checks 
out on the m a p . B e d a t 0 1 0 0 . 

3 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
D o w n a t G - 4 on l i a i s o i i agair*. A t r i p o p p o r t u n i t y c ame i a . I 
g r a b b e d i t u p . Too b a d I can*t t a k e i t m y s e l f . One o f f i c e r i s 
g o ing t o be sent dov/n t o Sa f i t o c h e c k some r a d i o e q u i p m e n t . 
T h e c o u n t r y c l ianges qu i t e a b i t down t l i e r e . I t w i l l b e a chance 
t o sea some m o r e o f A f r i c a . L t . F e r g u s o n t o o k the t r i p . J a c k 
P r e s c o t t , B o b l i a l e a n d I spent the even ing M k i n g a r o u n d the 
c i t y . We t r y to M t d i f f e r e n t s e c t o r s a l l o f t l i e t i m e . 
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4 y » b r a a r y . 1943 
H i s s e d r e v e i l l e t h i s n i o r n i n g . C o l o n e l B a r n e y t o o k m e d o w n 
t o w n a t 1 0 0 0 . I d i d a h i t o f t a l l u n g a n d m a n a g e d to get us a 
coup l e of v e h i c l e s . The C o l o n e l d i d a l o t o f t a l k i n g i u the m e a n -
w l u l e axid got tiae s t a t u s o f tlae Ba t ta l i on a n d i t s e q u i p m e n t 
c l a r i f i e d . A t 0400 t l i i s m o r n i n g we i m d mi a i r a l a r m . " D o c " 
Stone got up an d d r e s s e d . I s tayed i n b e d . When t h e y s t a r t 
d r o p p i n g t h i n g s i a soon enough f o r m e to s t a r t w o r r y i n g . A l l 
c l e a r a t G 4 4 5 . B a c k to t l i e o u t f i t a t 1730. I t i s r a i n i n g a b i t . 
No r e t r e a t . C o l o n e l B a r n e y , Cap t . M o n r o e , L t . R o t h s c h i l d , 
L t . M i s h k i n , an d I wend d o w n t o " L e S e l e c t " , The v/oman 
t h a t r i i n s i t i s M a d a m F r a n i c . She i s q u i t e a c i i a r a c t e r . H e r 
husband i s f i g h t i n g up i n T u n i s i a . He I s a f l y i n g o f f i c e r . 
She, a s do m o s t of the peop le h e r e , t h i n k s we a r e a good b u n c h . 
T h e y a r e g l a d th e A r u e r i c a n s a r e h e r e t o h e l p . I t r a i n e d q u i t e 
l i a r d xxatil j u s t b e f o r e we s t a r t e d h o m e . V^'c t o o k t w o d i s a b l e d 
X^rench s a i l o r s up t o t h e i r h o s p i t a l . 

5 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
U p f o r r e v e i E e . D o w n t o G - 4 . T h e y a r e u p i n a r m s d o w n ?aere 
t r y i n g t o f i n d m o r e m e n t o u n l o a d l i i e c onvoy . One o u t f i t c a m e 
down w i t h s e v e r a l cases o f s p i n a l m e n g i t u s . T h e y a r e 
q u a r a n t i n e d so t h e i r men c an no l o n g e r be u s e d . My o u t f i t i s 
a l r e a d y f u r n i s h i i i g a p o r t g u a r d t h a t t a k e s e v e r y m a n v/a h a v e 
a v a i l a b l e . The g r e a t e s t s o u r c e o f t r o u b l e the g m r d i s h a v i n g 
i s k e ep ing the A r a b s f r o j n s t e a l i n g o i l a n d g r e a s e . T h e y eat 
t l i e s t t i f f ! The F r e n c h p o l i c e w h i p the n a t i v e s a l m o s t t o dea th 
w h e n t h e y c a t c h t h e m s t e a l i n g . I toad some t i m e t o s p a r e t h i s 
a f t e r n o o n . Vv r o t e mom. B a c k t o c a m p a t 0500 . F e l l o w s w a n t e d 
m e to go o u t to " l i d l i e s e r v e ' ' , b u t I s t a y ed i n c a m p a n d m a d e a 
b o x to send h o m e t h e b r a c e l e t . E x a m i n e d s o m e o f the e q u i p m e n t 
we got i n t o day . T u r n e d i n a t d a r k * I ' m c e r t a i n l y g r o w i n g t i r e d 
o f " S p a m " I 

6 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
D o w n t o G - 4 . " S p a m " f o r l u n c h . T r i e d t o f i n d t l i e p o s t o f f i c e 
w i t h o u t s u c c e s s . T h e slxaves these peop le g i v e a r e v e r y s m o o t h 
b u t t h e c h a i r s a r e s t r a n g e a n d t l i e r a z o r s r o u g h . I t i s m o r e l i k e 
go ing t o the d en t i s t * T h e y c o s t 5 f r a n c s . M y pay c h e c k w a s 
o n l y $106 t h i s m o n t h due t o i n s u r a n c e , bonds a n d r a t i o n s . I ' m 
drav/ ing o v e r s e a s pay and a " f o g i e " f r o m n o w o n , w h i c h w i l l 
i n c r e a s e ray pay q u i t e a M t . Went t o t i i e " C o u p de D o u l i s " v/i th 
C a p t . S l u r l e y , L t s . E o t h c l i i l d , H a l e , T h o m p s o n , Conom, 



6 TebvxmxYt 1943, cont iaueA 
Miehld.-a, Gu lp a t i d Cap t . I v lonroe . We t i ad d i a a e r and ZZ b o t t l e s 
of cbam:pagne. C o l o n e l B a r n e y a n d b i s r e d - h e a d Jo ined us f o r 
a w h i l e . I t was q u i t e an o p e r a t i o n . A s IvI isMdxi quo t ed , " w a r 
i s h e l l " i v/e u s e d a 3 / 4 t o n weapon c a r r i e r f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

7 F<ri>ruary» 1943 
Woke up a t 1 1 0 0 . What a h e a d a c h e ! A f t e r a l i g h t l u n c h of p o r k 
chops , a g r o u p o f u s d e c i d e d to go d o w n t o M a a a g a n . M a j o r 
B e v i n g t o n , 'Lts. Gu lp , Stone, E o t h s c h i l d , Hutcheixs a n d I v/mit 
in a n a r a p M b i o u s j e e p . T M s t r i p was v e r y p i c t u r e s q u e . The 
f i r s t t h i n g we saw was a n A r a b p l o w i n g M s f i e l d s w i t h a n ox a n d 
c a m e l . T h e c a r a e l a l one \ v i l i no t f o l l o w a f u r r o w , b u t the b i g 
b r u t e s a r e v e r y p o w e r f u l . We a l l r e r ^ i a r k e d o n how rxiuch c l e a n e r 
l o o k i n g t h e m e n and a n i m a l s a r e ou t a w a y f r o m the c i t y . The 
g r e e n f i e l d s , %vhere n o t c u l t i v a t e d , a r e a r i o t o f y e l l o w a n d o r a n g e . 
T h e f l o w e r s l o o k , f r o m the c a r , l i k e g l a d i o l a s . T h e n u m e r o u s 
l i t t l e p o n d s f o r m e d fey the r e c e n t r a i n s a r e c o v e r e d w i t h a w h i t e 
f l o w e r . T h e y l o o k l i k e b o w l s o f p o p c o r n . H e r o n s a r e n u m e r o u s . 
T h e y a r e d ead w h i t e . I n f l i g h t t h e y a r e a b e a u t i f u l s i g h t . ¥/e 
sav/ one h e r o n p e r c h e d o n th e b a c k o f a b i g t a i l e d sheep . What a 
p h o t o ! Once a c l o u d of s m a l l b i r d s f l e w b y , a l m o s t n i a l d n g the 
sky b l a c k . Mmty s t o r k s w e r e seen . T h e y a r e a l a r g e b l a c k a n d 
w h i t e b i r d . T h e i r n e s t s a r e p l a i n l y seen i n t l i e h i g h t ops o f the 
o c c a s i o n a l t a l l palm,s t h a t a r e ap r i n i d ed , o v e r the l a n d s c a p e . We 
pas s ed a g r e a t a r e a w h e r e h u n d r e d s o f A r a b s w e r e g a t h e r e d 
t o g e the r t o t r a d e . They had, e v e r y t h i n g i m a g i n a b l e . Some c a m e 
on f oo t d r i v i n g sheep a n d c a t t l e . Some r o d e donkeys l e a d i n g 
c a i n e l s l oaded w i t h w a r e s , Sonie r o d e on t o p the o v e r c r o w d e d 
c h a r c o a l b u r n i n g b u s s e s , c l u t c h i n g l i v e c h i c k e n s i n t h e i r a r m s . 
One p l u t o c r a t c a m e i n a v e r y bea t up naodel " A " F o r d , w e c o n ­
t i n u e d a n d carae t o a n a E - A r a b w a l l e d c i t y . Assemiaour was i t s 
n a m e . U p o n a p p r o a c h i n g the c i t y w e c a m e t o a r i v e r . The c i t y 
r o s e up on the f a r s ide o f the r i v e r . I t w a s o f a n c i e n t age a n d 
l o o k a d l i k e a n a n c i e n t c i t y s h o u l d . So f a r , A f r i c a has not d i s ­
a p p o i n t e d m e . T h e o d o r s of these t owns a r e r e m a r k a b l e . A s 
w * p a s s e d t h r o u g h th e n a r r o w c r o w d e d s t r e e t s t l i e n a t i v e c M l d r e n 
a l l r w a l o n g g i v i n g the " V " s i g n a n d c r y i n g " S m o k e , smoke' '" I 
The populace,, t o the l a s t p e r s o n , s e ems v e r y f r i e n d l y . C o n t i n u i n g 
o n v m r d we c a m e t o a F r e n c h g a r r i s o n . We s topped a n d w e r e c o n ­
d u c t e d t h r o u g h t h e i r s t ab l e s b y a p r o u d s e r g e a n t . The h o r s e s 
w e r e s u p e r b a n d the c a r e t h e y r e c e i v e d %vas o f the f i n e s t . T h e 
e n t i r e p o s t was v e r y w e l l c a r e d f o r . Cont inta ing, we c a m e t o 
the o u t s k i r t s o f Maxa.gan. A g l onde f l a gged u s d o w n . She spoke 
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7 F e b r u a i ' y , 1 9 4 3 , c o n t i n u e d 
e x c e l l e n t E n g l i s h . Sa id she l i k e d to t a l k to A m e r i c a n s . F o u n d 
ou t a good p l ace t o eat , the " C a s i n o " . Gave h e r a package of 
c i g a r e t t e s and c o i i t i a a c d . The A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r s have a l l l e f t 
the c i t y t o go n o r t h . The popu lace gave us the ' ' V " s i g n , we 
f ound a yomig m a n v/ho spoke Span i s i i and "/antod to be ou r g u i d e . 
A f t e r t o u r i n g the t o w n we d e c i d e d to go eat . '.ve p a s s e d t l i e 
S'x-enclx Banlc and r e n m r k e d about i t . O u r gu ide l aughed a n d 
s a i d , "Sans raoney ' - . A t the "Cas ino ' * we i i a d aix e x c e l l e n t m e a l . 
T h o u g h o u r gu ide a te w e l l , he s e emed t o t i x r i v e on v i a r o u g e , hx 
t i i e cas i r io w e r e two v e r y a t t r a c t i v e g i r l s , one o f w h o m spoke 
h i g h s c h o o l E n g l i s h . We j o k e d q u i t e a b i t . M i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s 
v e r y easy, b u t v/e m a d e out o . k . When we l e f t we w e r e s u r r o u n d e d 
b y F r e n c h a n d n a t i v e c h i l d r e n . ?fe d o l e d ou t o u r c andy . One b i g -
eyed l i t t l e g i r l got m o r e t i i a n h e r s h a r e , I ' m a f r a i d . O n the w a y 
h o m e v/e s topped o n the b e a c h a n d b r o k e i n o u r T o m m y - g u n s . T i i e 
t r i p home was v e r y c o l d due t o a sea b r e e z e . vVe u n l o a d e d o u r 
s tu f f a t c a m p and t i i e n w e n t out t o "J^a a e s e r v e " f o r d i n n e r . V e r y 
good . I have had t i i e b ea t o r a n g e s t oday t h a t I have e v e r h a d . So 
t o b e d . 

8 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
U p a t 0800 a n d d o w n t o G - 4 . Lt* G r a y , v7ho t o o k o v e r say c e n s o r 
s t a m p w h e n I w a s f i r s t sen t o n t h i s j o b , l o o k e d v e r y un l iappy b e ­
h i n d a huge s t a ck o f l e t t e r s . Go t m y m o n e y ( d o l l a r s ) c imnged i n t o 
f r a n c s a t the v a l u e 75 f r a n c s ^ 1 d o l l a r . The p a r i t y i s i i ow 50 
f r a n c s ss 1 d o l l a r . I o n l y had $140 a v a i l a b l e . Nov/1 c an b u y $210 
v.dth those same f r a n c s . Too b a d I d i d n ' t have a f ew t l i ousands t o 
i n v e s t . He tm iagsen , Kafl^a, P r e s c o t t and I w e n t d o w n t o w n . I t 
i s av/fuUy d a r k i n the t o t a l b l a c k - o u t . E d i ia f lca w a l k e d i n t o the 
s ide of a t r u c k (6x6) do ing about 20 m p h . He s t a g g e r e d one way 
the t r u c k the o t h e r . I Te i thc r w e r e h u r t . 

9 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
D o w n t o G - 4 . A b o u t a l l 1 have done d o w n h e r e l a t e l y i s v/r i t e 
l e t t e r s a n d e a v e s d r o p . Some o f the r u m o r s a n d c o n v e r s a t i o n s a r e 
h e l p f u l t o the B a t t a l i o n . M o s t a r e n o t . A f t e r e ven ing m e a l , 
P r e s c o t t , F e r g u s o n a n d I wen t down t o w n s h o p p i n g . I bought a 
ixnife w i t h a s i l v e r a l i ea th f a r 2800 f r a n c s . I t i s n o t good f o r a n y -
t i i i n g except a n o r n a m e n t i n the d en , F e r g u s o n i s b a c k f r o m Sa f i . 
I w i l l p u t h i s s t o r y i n h e r e soon . (A n a t i v e s t o l e a h a n d g r enade 
a n d f o u i i d ou t w h a t i t w a s . ) 
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IQ F e b r u a r y , 1943 
O u r e q u i p m e n t i s r o l l i n g i n . T h e o u t f i t i s s t i l l on duty guarding 
the d o c k s . Up a t 0715 t h i s m o r n i n g t o check th e m e n ' s p e r s o n a l 
e q u i p m e n t . E v e r y t h i n g i n good shape . "Jown t o w n o b s e r v i n g 
the peop le I n o t i c e o f t h e F r e n c h t h a t even the n i c e r l o o k i n g g i r l s 
a r e v e r y r o u n d s h o i i l d e r e d . T h e m e n a r e b e c o m i n g i m p a t i e n t w i t h 
the A r a b s . T h e y a r e no l o n g e r i n t e r e s t i n g , j u s t d i s g u s t i n g . We 
have go t t en a l o t o f sa l vage a m m u n i t i o n f r o m a sunken s h i p . M o s t 
of I t is s e r v i c a b l e . ent d o w n t o w n and h a d a shower . "̂̂  e t r i e d 
t o go t o a show, "One r i i g h t o f L o v e " , i n E n g U s h , bu t f ound t h a t 
t h e l a s t f e a t u r e s t a r t e d at 1630. 

11 F e b r u a r y , ^ 1943 
Up l a t e and d o w n t o G - 4 . Managed to get a c o u p l e o f T r a i n i n g 
M a n u a l s on the 3 " g u n . O u r g u n i s d i f f e r e n t , but the books he lp . 

ad le and I went o v e r t h e gun c a r e f u l l y . T h r e e F r e n c h o f f i c e r s 
c a m e o v e r d u r i n g our wo rk and one, who spoke E n g l i s h , a sk us t o 
e x p l a i n t h e gun and v e h i c l e t o t h e m . V e d i d . 1 have a f e e l i n g t h e y 
d i s a p p r o v e d o f the g r e a s e o n o u r h a n d s . ¥. a w e r e ab l e t o b u y t w o 
candy b a r s a p i e c e . I t r a d e d f o u r packs o f C a m e l s f o r two moro 
Nes t l e s b a r s . l >u r ing t h e d a rknes s l a s t night» some A r a b managed 
t o s t e a l the s c r e e n f r o m t h e O / l l c a r ' s l a t r i n e . I hope he t r i e s a g a i n 
t o n i g h t f o r s o m e t h i n g . P r a s c o t t and I have been w a l k i n g 8 t o 10 
m i l e s e v e r y n i g h t . T o n i g h t we c a m e h o m e t h r o u g h t h e M e d i n a . 
It i s even m o r e s t r a n g e h i t h e d a r k n e s s t h a n u s u a l . 

12 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
Down t o G - 4 . A t 0945 I w e n t o v e r t o a P X they a r e going t o open 
at 1000 f o r o f f i c e r s , ' - ' ha t a l i n e ! But I managed t o get a b i t o f 
choco l a t e and some t obacco t o t r a d e f o r m o r e . A f t e r chow we 
s t a r t e d d o w n t o the t h e a t r e , bu t s o m e w a y o r a n o t h e r got i n t h e 
" C i n t r a B a r " . Soon a f t e r P r e s c o t t . F e r g u s o n and. I got sea ted a io i t 
t o 5 tAondes ( s t r i c t l y a r t i f i c i a l ) i n c a m e M i s h k i n and R o t h s c h i l d . 
M i s h k i n t r l e c l t o p r o v e h i s naas te ry of the F r e n c h language , and 
p r o v i d e d m a n y l a u g h s . F e r g u s o n , as u sua l , i s h a l f t i g h t on t w o 
g l asses of w i n e . L a C i n t r a i s a v e r y n i c e p l a c e . T h e c r o w d i s 
one o f the bes t I have s een . M i s h ' and P o t h s c h l l d j u s t l e f t . 
C a p t . C a r t e r , Jones a n d Hoover j u s t c a m e i n . After t h a y gave th e 
w a r n i n g P r e s c o t t went off w i t h C a r t e r to a p l a ce . F e r g l e and I 
had a l o n g t a l k w i t h a n M . P . C a p t a i n and w a l k e d home , - l a l fway 
h o m e we c a m e upo n t w o of o u r m e n w h o w e r e " b l o t t o " . ^ e got 
t h e m s t a r t e d h o m e . 
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13 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
Dovm a t G - 4 . M e t a v e r y a t t r a c t i v e g i r l . Age 2 1 , l o o k e d 17. 
V e r y c l e v e r . Sepaks m a n y languages f l u e n t l y , i n c l u d i n g E n g l i a h . 
I ' l ame: Consue l a G a r g a s . D i s c u s s e d the Spanish, f o r she i s f r o m 
B a r c e l l o n a , s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t 4 . 0 I have m e t h e r e . Odd l y enough , 
h e r n i c k - n a m e i s " h o n e y " . A f t e r e ven ing m e a l F e r g u s o n and 1 
w e n t t o t o w n i n a F a r g o m o u n t t o see a show . A l l s ea t s , we f ound , 
a r e r e s e r v e d a day e a r l i e r i n advance . So i n g l o o m v/e wen t back 
t o c a m p . V e got out an M - 1 0 , T a n k D e s t r o y e r , and w e n t f o r a„ 
r u n . One qua in t t h i n g I n o t i c e d - t h o u g h th e na t i v e s c a l m l y w a l k 
i n f r o n t of a speed ing t r u c k , t h ey a r e q u i t e a f r a i d of a t r a c k - l a y i n g 
v e h i c l e . S e v e r a l t i m e s I n o t i c e d upon a p p r o a c h i n g a n a t i v e quar t e r^ 
t h a t the A r a b s a l l dashed ou t , g r a b b e d t h e i r b i c y c l e s and o t h e r 
v a l u e d p o s s e s s i o n s , and h u r r i e d l y d r a g g e d t h e m i n t o the h o u s e . 

14 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
The Rape o f t h e M e d i n a , o r . T h e Sack o f M a r r a k e c h , a r e t w o t i t l e s 
sugges ted by m y co l l eagues f o r t h i s s t o r y . H e n n i n g s e n awakened 
m e at 0615 and said« " I t ' s r e a l l y f oggy o u t . P e r h a p s we had b e t t e r 
no t go . " B y 0700 we w e r e r o l l i n g ; f o u r o f u s i n an a m p h i b i o u s j e e p 
a l ong w i t h t w o cans o f gas and a l a r g e box o f F r e n c h p a s t r i e s . 
A f t e r a b r i e f a r g u m e n t on w h i c h d i r e c t i o n w e sho tdd t a k e , we 
s a i l e d away . The fog q u i c k l y b u r n e d away . It was j u s t the f o r e ­
r u n n e r of a b e a u t i f t i l d a y . T h e f i r s t p a r t o f t h e t r i p was t h r o u g h 
r o l l i n g l a n d , m u c h l i k e t h e P a l o s V e r d e s . B y 0930 th e h i l l s , 75 
m i l e s , and the F r e n c h p a s t r i e s w e r e no l o n g e r w i t h u s . The 
t e r r a i n f l a t t e n e d o u t . T h e r o a d , w h i c h , s u r p r i s i n g l y , i s r a t h e r 
good , s t r e t c h e d ou t as f a r as the eye c a n see , i n a p e r f e c t l i n e . 
A f t e r m i l e s of d r i v i n g t h e (Moyt j en ) M i d d l e A t las M o u n t a i n s c a m e 
i n t o v i e w and th e A t l a s e s . T h e r i d e was en l i v ened b y a r g u m e n t s 
as t o the d i s t a n c e t o t h e m o u n t a i n s . A f t e r c r o s s i n g the M i d d l e 
A t l a s we f i n a l l y c a m e t o M a r r a k e c h . V e p r o m p t l y d r o v e t o t h e 
f e s t i v e d o o r s o f t h e H o t e l M a m o u n i a . The s t r e e t s t h r o u g h w h i c h 
we d r o v e a r e l an dscaped w i t h o r ange t r e e s heavy w i t h f r u i t . T h e 
M a m o u n i a i s a b e a u t i f u l p i e c e of M o o r i s h a r c h i t e c t u r e . O u r b e ­
l a t e d l u n c h e o n was e x c e l l e n t . ? 'e w e n t i n t o t h e M e d i n a afoot t o 
shop . The h i g h l i g h t s of t h i s w e r e t h e s n a k e - c h a r m e r , the 
m o u n t a i n A r a b w i t h h i s baboons , and th e shops f u l l o f o l d r i f l e s 
and k n i v e s . T h i s M e d i n a was s eg r ega t ed so t h a t on one s t r e e t 
c o u l d be f ound o n l y s i l v e r s m i t h s . (1 bought a l e a t h e r f o o t s t o o l . ) 
O n ano the r o n l y s i l k w e a v e r s c o u l d be f o u n d . These m o u n t a i n 
A r a b s a r e a p r o u d , h a r d l o o k i n g b u n c h ; v e r y handsome i n t h e i r 
w a y . A f t e r we shopped we t o o k i n the a r e a . The o l d F r e n c h 
f o r t s a r e o f t r e m e n d o u s s i s e , and n u m e r o u s . The A t l a s p eop l e 



14 F e b r i M t r y , 1943, e ou t inued 
have n e v e r been c o n q u e r e d . In c r e a t i n g t h e i r M o r r o c a n E m p i r e , 
the F r e n c h w e r e f o r c e d t o keep a v e r y l a r g e g a r r i s o n at 
M a r r a k e c h . The l a r g e g r o v e s of p a l m s i a the c e n t e r of s u c h a 
l a r g e p l a i n p r o b a b l y e x p l a i n the l o c a t i o n of the c i t y . The r o a d we 
f o l l o w e d a r o u n d the v a i l e d J/ledina c r o s s e d a irxoat and l e d i n t o 
the M e d i n a . V e dec ided t o f o l l o w i t . I f any A r a b i s k e ep ing a 
book l i k e t h i s he i s c e r t a i n t o m.ent ion u s . T h e r e was j u s t r o o m 
f o r the v e h i c l e and one s k i n n y donkey s ide b y s ide i n t h e " s t r e e t s " . 
I was d r i v i n g . A f t e r t u r n i n g and t w i s t i n g f o r an h o u r o r m o r e v/e 
c a m e t o an open s q u a r e and t h e n out t o the M a m o u n i a . E v e n i n g 
m e a l was t o be a t 2000 . v' hUe we w a i t e d we c l eaned up a b i t . 1 
n e v e r c a n get u s e d t o the m e n and w o m e n u s i n g the s a m e w a s h ­
r o o m , and m e t s o m e f l y i n g o f f i c e r s f r o m a B * 1 7 o u t f i t . T h e 
m e a l was good, T-' e s t a r t e d h o m e a t 2 1 0 0 . T h e t r i p h o m e w a s 
l o n g , c o l d , and u n e v e n t f u l . C a p t . Goad of t h e a i r c o r p s i s g o ing 
t o v i s i t us t o rx iOr row . 

15 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
U p a t 0930 . C l eaned m y e q u i p m e n t a b i t . L- is tanad t o B r a n t l j ' 
m o a n about how h a r d he w o r k s u n t i l I was t i r e d , \ l e n t d o w n t o 
0 - 4 . F e r g i e , J a c k P r e s c o t t , and I w e n t d o w n t o t h e H o t e l 
E x c e l s i o r t o m e e t C a p t . Goad a t 1830. ¥ e w a i t e d u n t i l 1930 and 
l e f t a c a r d f o r h i m . V'e w e n t t o t h e C i n t r a . I n about 45 m i n u t e s 
C a p t . Goad and a f r i e n d o f h i s , L t . V Ias , c a m e t h e r e , v e l e f t 
and wen t t o L e Select. V e had q u i t e a n i g h t . V © a l l w a l k e d out t o 
o u r a r e a t o get a v e h i c l e . A s we w a l k e d we t r i e d t o s t a r t e v e r y 
U . S. v e h i c l e we c a m e t o , b u t a l l had the r o t o r s ou t . I l o c a t e d 
th e a i r p o r t , how I d o n ' t k n o w . These o f f i c e r s ga%'e us a v e r y good 
i m p r e s s i o n o f t h e a i r c o r p s . T h a y a r e no t a t a l l l i k e the a i r c o r p s 
g r o u n d o f f i c e r s . ( D u r i n g t h e day a n A r a b t r i e d t o t a k e h i t a k e r * s 
T « m m y - g u n away f r o m h i m w h i l e h e was o n dock g u a r d . The 
A r a b got a b u r s t o f f o u r i n h i s s t o m a c h and r a p i d l y j o i n e d h i s 
a n c e s t o r s . ) 

16 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
U p a t 0730 and d o w n t o G - 4 . A b i t o f Span ish p h i l o s o p h y : '*Mf i M i 
I t in n i c e t o do n o t h i n g w h e n t h e r e i s w o r k one m u s t do , " I tadked 
t o an a i r - c o r p s m a n f r o m E n g l a n d . He s a i d M j ' s , M a r t i n 
M j e l l e m ' s , o u t f i t has t a k a n a n a w f u l b a t t e r i n g . 1 bought a p a i r 
«Wf a b o r t boots f o r m y d r i v e r - o r d e r l y . B a c k t o c a m p and w r o t e 
t h e f o l k s . ^ e. J a c k , F e r g i e , and j w o r e t o m e e t t h e a i r c o r p s 
f e l l o w s t o n i g h t , b u t t h e y w e r e c a l l e d b a c k . Such Is v a r . 
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17 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
Up a t 0900 and d o w n t o G - 4 . F ood good t oday , bu t g e t t i n g t i r e ­
s o m e . F e l t a b i t i n the d u m p s t o n i g h t . 

18 F e b r t i a r y , 1943 
Up a t 0700 . D o w n t o G - 4 . Got 1/2 of o u r g u a r d d e t a i l p u t on 
a n o t h e r o r g a n i B a t l o n . T h e y s c r e a m e d , bu t t o no a v a i l . T h l ^ 
a f t e r n o o n e n t i r e g u a r d r e l i e v e d . The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i n a f e v e r i s h 
h u r r y . E q u i p m e n t i s b e ing t a k e n f r o m m a n y organissat ions t o f i s as 
up. Rad ios m u s t be i n s t a l l e d . Guns m u s t bo m o u n t e d . Shor tages 
in e q u i p m e n t m u s t be checked and d r a w n . M a i n t e n a n c e is w o r k i n g 
a l l n i g h t . Dou Tvadle, C u s l c k and 1 w r o t e a f i e l g m a n u a l f o r the 
M - I O t o n i g h t . B o m m e l has b r o k e n t h r o u g h . X guess we a r e t o be 
sont up t o f ix i t . F r o m 2200 to 2430 I s pan ! « a m y ' 'book". T o b e d . 

19 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
Wad l e got m e up a t 0700 . We did s o m a e x h i b i t i o n d r i l l w i t h l i v e 
H E f o r t h e m e n . T h e y have n e v a r s een th is b r e e c h i n a c t i o n . A t 
1200 we s t a r t e d out f o r t h e r a n g e . T h o s e gons r e a l l y l o o k good . 
T h e f i r i n g was no t Inter farad w i t h b y any " b i rd d o g s " . It was 
p leasant , aceura te , and w e l l o r g a n i z e d . A U we w a n t i s s v ^ U a s . 
T h e m o r e "higher h e a d q u a r t e r s " l e t s us a l one the bettar we f unc ­
t i o n . B a c k b e f o r e d a r k . 1 spant the day with " A " Company. 
T o m o r r o w H e a d q u a r t e r s w i l l f i r e a l s o , so I w i l l have t o go out 
w i t h t h e m . I r e c e i v e d m y 3/4 ton c o m m a n d c a r t o d a y . F e r g i a 
w i l l put the b i g r a d i o i n i t t omor row . F v e r y o n e i s working h a r d 
to gat us on the r o a d . I ' m going to w r i t e a f ew l e t t e r s and t h e n 
tu rn i n . Due t o e3q>e<5ted m a i l . I l e f t the l a t t a r s I n c o m p l e t e d . 

20 F e b r u a r y . 1943 
t was going out t o f i r e s m a l l a r m s , g r e n a d e s , e t c . w h e n the 
Cd lona l s t c ^ a d m e . One o f o u r 3 " gun b r e e c h r i n g s has a h o l e 
i n i t . I pul led the g m «w»t and s w i t c h e d w i t h one o f t h e S03rds 
w i t h the a i d o f two I d ton w r e c k e r s . My command c a r has v e r y 
l i t t l e r o o m i n it aftar the 608 rad io goes i n . 1 have baan modi fy ­
i n g the c a r . The m e n w o r k e d u n t i l 0230 t o m o r r o w g e t t i n g t h e 
t r a c k e d v e h i c l e s r e a d y t o go a b o a r d t h e s h i p . T u r n e d i n at 0230 . 

21 F e b r u a r y . 1943 f ^ 
Up and t o w o r k agai^i e a r l y . T h e o l d **iMn«in»the--hole' ' l o ok s 
good on th e v e h i c l e s a g a i n . C o n t i n u e d w o r k o n m y c a r . T h a 
Batta l ion M o t o r ShOf» and the radio e l e c t r i c shop c a r t a i n l y save 
a lot of t ime m a k i n g and m o u n t i n g things on v e h i c l e s . L t . 
F e r g u s o n mounted one o f the Navy . 50 i sa l lber m o u n t s i n a 3/4 
t o n weapon c a r r i e r . I t Is i d e a l . O r d n a n c e h a u l e d av/ay the t w o 
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2 1 F e b r u a r y , 1943, c o u t i n u e d 
M - l O * s of the 8 0 3 r d t h a t we h a d . R e c o n . was g i v e n s i x M - 5 
l i g h t t a n k s i n p l a c e of t h e i r F a r g o m o u n t s , v 'e w o r k e d m o u n t ­
i n g . 50 c a l i b e r T u r r e l m o u n t s u n t i l 2200 . I r e c e i v e d a l o t of 
m a i l . ' e got i n .-ftome new m e n a a i a new o f f i c e r t o r e p l a c e 
L t . M e r r i t t . 

22 Feb r t i a r y . 1943 
My d r i v e r , D a v i e , and m y r a d i o o p e r a t o r , B l a c k s h u r , have 
i m p r o v e d o u r c a r a l o t . v e a r e s t i l l w o r k i n g on i t . F i v e dayn 
ago t h e r e was a 40 m i l e ga la b l o w i n g s a n d . Y e s t e r d a y i t r a i n e d 
as h a r d u n t i l noon as I have e v e r seen I t r a i n . Today i s l i k e a 
m i d - s u m m e r day i n C a t a l i n a . I n the even ing we wen t down f o r 
a shave and a s h o w e r . o r k e d u n t i l about 2 1 0 0 , Had the m e n 
k n o c k o f f w o r k . H a l e , P r e s c o t t , F e r g u s o n and I p u t away t h r e e 
q u a r t s of v i n r ouge and t u r n e d i n . 

23 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
Up e a r l y . T o o k navy m o u n t s i n 3/4 t o n w e a p o n c a r r i e r ( T h a 
F e r g u s o n m o u n t ) ou t and t e s t e d t h e m . A l s o . 30 c a l i b e r i m ­
p r o v e d m o u n t s . ( The Y 'ad le and t h e Co l e m o u n t s . ) A l l w o r k e d 
b e t t e r t h a n any G . I , m o u n t s we have e v e r f i r e d . T h e navy 
m o u n t has t o be changed a b i t . V'i e a r e go ing t o s t r e n g t h e n I t s 
j u n c t i o n w i t h the V C . M y c a r i s i n good shapo f o r the t r i p . 
P r e s c o t t , F e r g u s o n , and I have been h i t t i n g t h e b a l l p r e t t y h a r d 
l a t e l y . T o n i g h t we wen t ou t t o t h e "Co iq>" tod a t e , and got w e l l 
o i l e d . P r e s c o t t d r o v e t h r o u g h th e O ld M e d i n a . F e r g u s o n w a n t e d 
t o get out and w a l k h o m e , so we t o ok h i m b a c k t o c a m p . I got m y 
. 4 5 and J a c k and I wen t b a c k and r e a l l y e x p l o r e d th e M e d i n a . 
Bed at 0300 . ( I got A n d r e w s u p t h r e e t i m e s t o n i g h t t o m a k e up 
l o r a l l t h e t imes ha has c o m a bono* and awakanad m e , ) 

24 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
Up a t 0900 . V e w e r e l ucky no t t o get I n t r o u b l e l a s t n i g h t . T h e 
s ta f f and o t h e r H Q o f f i c e r s a r e out c h a s i n g n u r s e s a g a i n t oday . 
J a c k and F e r g i e a r e s l a v i n g away . T h e m e n w o r k e d l a t e g e t t i n g 
a v a r y t h i n g l o a d e d . T u r t j e d i n a t 0100 . 

25 F e b r i t a r y , 1943 
Up a t 0630 . L a s t t i l g h t A n d r e w s ' n u r s e f e E I n t o a t r e n c h . T h e 
A r a b s a r e a l l w a i t i n g f o r us t o l e a v e . We have p o l i c e d the a r e a , 
bu t as f a s t as we d i g a p i t axMi b u r y s o m e t h i n g t h e A r a b s d i g i t 
u p . " A " m o v e d out a t 0 9 0 0 . Wa a l l b r e a t h e d a s i g h o f r e l i e f 

- 2 1 -



25 F e b r u a r y , 1943, c o n t i n u e d 
t o get away f r o m Casa B l a n c a . T h e t r i p was t h r o u g h gen t l e 
r o l l i n g f i e l d s at f i r s t . O n the f a r s i d e of Rabot the r o l l i n g 
i n c r e a s e d u n t i l I t was l i k e an unend ing Pa l o s V e r d e s . The 
s o i l i s v e r y r i c h h e r e and i s unde r c i i l t i v a t i o n . v e spent the 
a i gh t j u s t ou t s i de M e k n e s , A g r o u p o f us wen t i a f o r a shave 
and d r o v e t h r o u g h the M e d i n a , v h i l e the o t h e r s w a i t e d i n the 
c a r , A n d r e w s , F e r g u s o n and I w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h the M e d i n a . 
T h e s t a r s a r e b r i g h t . Bough t s o m e t r e m e n d o u s o r a n g e s . 

u p an d away at 0806 . A U m a c h i n e guns r e a d y . V e a r e a l e r t 
f o r the S t t i kas . T h e c o u n t r y up t o T a « a i s v e r y f e r t U a . F r o m 
t h e r e o n i s d a s e r t . T h e F r e n c h f o r t s o f Beau Geste days a r a 
a v a r y w h a r e . Fe«s i s qu i t e an i n t e r e s t i n g c i t y . N o t i m e t o e x ­
p l o r e . O u r v e h i c l e s hava h e l p vip w e l l t o d a y . I t r a i n e d i n t e r ­
m i t t e n t l y a t i d , i n s p i t e o f m y " s e l f - p r o p e l l e d s l e e p i n g b a g " , I 
Just about f r o a e t o d e a t h . A t 2100 J a m o r B a v i n g t o n and 1 h i t 
o u r B i v ouac i n O u j d a . A s I w r i t e t h i s at 2300 the l a s t o f t h e o u t ­
f i t i s j u s t p u l l i n g i n . W h e r e w a r e f u e l e d on t h a d a s e r t we w e r e 
g i v e n a hanch of G a « e l l . a a r e c o o k i n g i t n o w . Want d o w n t o 
c h e c k w i t h l a s t v e h i c l e on t h a s i t u a t i o n b e h i n d . T h r e e t r u c k s 
a r e b r o k e n d o w n . B a t t a l i o n m o t o r mA ln t enance i n p u t t i n g a 
c l u t c h i n one , a b e a r i n g i n a n o t h e r , a n d I d o o ' t k n o w w h a t i n 
a n o t h e r . T h e s e l o n g p u l l s a r e h a r d f o r ou r o v e r l o a d e d " J l m m y s " 
{ G M C t r u c k s l . 

27 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
A t O u j d a w e l e f t A B S an d went t o M B S c o n t r o l . MBS r e p l a c e d 
t w o of o u r " J i m m y s " . Due t o A B S ' s l a c k o f know l edge of the 
r o a d s f r o m h e r e o n , the m a r c h schedu l e we h a d m a d e m u s t be 
changed , fiistead o f O r l e a n s v U l e w e go o n l y t o S i d i B e l - A b b e s 
t o d a y . T h i s t r i p was v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g , i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h o l d 
F r e n c h f o r t s as i t i s . S i d i B a l - A b b a s i s t h e h o m e o f t h e F r e n c h 
F o r a i g h L e g i o n . & i s no t m u c h as a t o w n . T h e y have a d r i n k 
c a l l e d " T r i p l e S e c " t h a t i s s w e e t i s h and r e a l l y packs a w a l l o p . 

28 F e b r u a r y , 1943 
Raeon . l e f t a t 0800 . V i * K i — t a i l U A i z a n e t o O r l e a n s v i l l c . 
T h i s c o u n t r y i s v e r y m o u n t a i n o u s . A f r i c a i s u n l i k e I h a d i t 
p i c t u r e d . M y g eog raphy t e a c h e r r e a l l y m i s s e d the boa t . The 
o ranges h e r e a r e r e d , j u i c y , and s w a e t . T h e peop l e a r e f r i e n d l y . 
H o w e v e r , t h e y w o u l d l i k e t o s t e a l as bJLind. 
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1 M a r c h , 1943 
R e c o n . p u l l e d at 0700. ¥ e w e n t t o A f f r e v i l l e , on t o B l i n d a . 
A t Ou jda t h e y t o l d us we c o u l d get Scotch f r o m the B r i t i s h a t 
A l g i e r s , so a t B l i n d a the M a j o r and I t u r n e d o f f and went t o 
A l g e r . Though t h e y had w a r e h o u s e s f u l l of t h e s tu f f , we c o u l d 
get none . They h a i s topped s e l l i n g i t t o U . S. o f f i c e r s on the 
15 th . I bought choco l a t e f o r the m e n . vv^andered o ve r A l g e r . 
C h i s l e d 13 l oaves of ho t b r e a d , U . S. s t y l e . A t e d i n n e r . A l ­
m o s t spent t h e n i g h t , and t h e n w a n d e r e d a r o u n d t r y i n g t o f i n d 
t h e B a t t a l i o n at L . ' A r b a . T h i e i s a r i c h f e r t i l e c o u n t r y . 

2 M a r c h , 1943 
V.'e f ound s o m e v e r y good E n g l i s h beer t o change o u r d i e t . 
M a r c h e d on l f t i r oa^h e ve r chang ing c o u n t r y t o M a n s o u r a - d e s -
B i b a n s . A n A r a b f r o m a n e a r b y v i l l a g e s a i d he was a " B e e - d u n e ' ' . 
We s p e l l i i t - ' B e d o u i n " . T h i s spot r e m i n d s m e o f t h e f o o t h i l l s on 
t h e d e s e r t s ide o f B i g B e a r , C a l i f o r n i a ^ o n l y t h e r e a r e s n o w ­
capped m o u n t a i n s o n b o t h s ides o f u s . T h e E n g l i s h convfoys have 
been g i v i n g us a g r e a t d e a l o f t r o u b l e . T h e y a r e c a m p e d n e a r us . 
T h e i r v e h i c l e s a r e not d i s p e r s e d a t a l l . 

3 M a r c h , 1943 
Up and on t o C o n s t a n t i n e . W o n d e r f i d c o u n t r y . Good b i vouac 
a r e a . C o n s t a n t i n e i s one o f t h e bes t c i t i e s y e t . I t i s r e a l l y i n ­
t e r e s t i n g . P r e s c o t t , M i s h k i n , and I w e n t i n . V e w a n d e r e d 
t h r o u g h the c r o w d e d s t r e e t s untU. w e l l a f t e r d a r k . Bought t h r e e 
bo t t l e s of v i n r ouge and d r a n k t h e m on t h e c o u r t h o u s e s t e p s . 
On t h e w a y back (we w e r e go ing t o w a l k t h e 6 k m . ) a c o l o r e d 
d r i v e r p i c k e d us up i n a 2 1/2 t o n " J i m m y " and b r o u g h t us 
h o m e . Qu i t e an e v en ing . 

4 M a r c h . 1943 
U p an d r e c e i v e d o r d e r s no t t o m o v e o u t . R u m o r has i t t h a t 12 
of o u r m a j o r weapona hava bean t o r p e d o e d , I be t R o t h s c h i l d 
and A n d r e w s $5 t h a y w e r e s a f e . D r o v e 21 m i l e s each way t o 
t a k e a b a t h i n a w a r m s p r i n g s p o o l . Se Sten! Went i n t o t o w n 
t o t h e " C a s i n o " . L e f t and e x p l o r e d th e K a s b a h . v e r e t u r n e d 
t o t h e F r e n c h q u a r t e r and a te a g a i n i n the " B r a s s e r i e W o l f 
C o n s t a n t i n e " . ' e n t t o t h e t h e a t e r and saw " H i r e d i f e " . 

5 M a r c h , 1943 
A n M - 3 M e d . woke m e t h i s m o r n i n g . The C o l o n e l was j u s t about 
t o l e ave f o r a t r i p 150 m i l e s t o w a r d the f r o n t . I managed t o get 
d r e s s e d i n t i m e t o go a l o n g . The c o u n t r y up t o w a r d T u n i s gets 
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