£lla:, Oregon 973528
Vey 2, 1879

I saw your reguest far help n writing & btook auort Terk Lestroyer
Fettallons in World Var TI. I ves Personnel Clerk for Feconnelsunce
Company of 77¢ Tank Destrover Battalion from atout the first of ~ec-
ember 1942 to August 1945 vhen thte Yigh osoint men vere traensferred
tn otrer outfits and 776 became &n occupation battelion in Germany.
After training in the Clerks hattery at Csmp R-berts I joined the
776th Tank Dec<troyer Pettzllion in Sentember 1942.

I believe trat I cen furnisnh you some irteresting incldents thet
occured during mv time with 77¢.

To understand The 776th Tenk Lestroyer Eettelion one rmuet con-
cider our forrmer cormanding officer, J. P. Parney Jr., Leutenunt
Colonel permanent rank. Fe was a clessmate of General Patton at
Pest Point. From what I heard they vere in quite « few escapades
togetlier. Colonel Barney was sn excellent soldiers in spite of his

peculliarfitées, snd because of him 776 was o top battalion.

You mentioned the 399th 7d Battellcn. They wert overseas gt or
nenr trhe coame time tt et ve In 77€ did. They vere in Fort DLix when
we vere there in Decembter and Janusry 1942-43. I do not lknow when
they went into ection, tut vhen they d1d they ran Into serious troubie.
I éo not know the detalls, tut I underste.d that they did rot use pro-
Jer reconnalsance, snae were caught In the open by the Germans. They
were =221d to have suffered heavy cssusltles.

The 399th was wret one would call a hard luck battaliun. There
officers went in for haevy drilling. 1In tte gulet [ tle evening
wben we were trrough with ocur duties we could hesr the 899th drilling
in the distarce even thouph it was dusk. 776 practliced very little
formel drilling, Yut rether vworked on the other phases of military
treining such ¢s use of weapons end cere of egulprment.

“olonel RBarney was offered &« place on the truaining staff of
~arp Eood, tut he elected to tz¥e¢ t.is Pettallon oversess lnsteadq.
Fe helped compose tark destrover tasctics vhich were to seek, hide,
and destroy. 776 w.s well treined in trese tactics. Colonel
Rerney was a tough old soldler, btut he was goeod to hiis ~en. He gave
furloughs to tlie men who had been 'n 77¢ tke luingest bLefore we left
Eood for Dix. B89v did not issue furloughs to thelr men, and it wsas
sald trat s puriber of thelr men took AWOL furioughs. They returned
after trese furliughs.

I could write & good menv thlngs, but I will swallt yowr reply
before sendlng rore Information.

Sincerely yours

Hillerd G



