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Here i s another I n s t a l l m e n t on hapoenings c o n c e r n i n g tl>e 776 TD 
B a t t a l i o n . 

T h i s i s t h e account o f a ru:ior t h a t ca;ie t r u e . D u r i n g v/ar t i n e 
the rumor m i l l i s always a c t i v e . The s i i r p r i s i n g t h i n g i s t h a t the 
men would h e l l e v e many of them, I guess i t f.as because t h e y vfanted 
t o h e l i e v e them. Some o u t f i t s were t r a n s f e r r e d t o I n d i a . When t h e 
men he a r d o f t h a t s t h e r e was soon a r u n o r t h a t our o u t f i t would be 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o I n d i a . T h i s was r i d i c u l o u s . What would a Tank Des t r o y 
er B a t t a l i o n do i n India*^ 

A f a v o r i^:e ru?^ior was t h a t our batta:. on would sent back t o t h e 
US t o u s e ^ r a i n i n g troop.s f o r o t h e r TD b a t t a l i o n s . The f e l l o w s r e a l 
l y got e x c i t e d over t h i s one. I can't reirieinber how many t i n e s t h a t 
I t o l d them t h a t these r-unors wern't t r u e . They always asked me bec
ause I worked a t B a s t a l i o n H e a d q u a r t e r s , t h e a d r n l n l s t r a t i v e headqiiar-
t e r s j n o t the GP. • 

We were i n a town i n ^ t h e Alsace area of e a s t e r n France. The t r u c k 
/ d r i v e r f o r t h e Personnel S e c t i o n t r u c k cane/our q u a r t e r s . Ee was exc
i t e d over a rumor t h a t he"had j u s t h e a r d . Some of our men had been 
t o l d by t h e people of the to?;n t h a t s o n e t h i n g b i g was g o i n g to happen. 

The people i n Alsace raostly spoke Gernan. Tliey were d i v i d e d be
tween German sympathizers and French s y m p a t h i z e r s . Sorae of our men 
spoke German as t h e y were of German a n c e s t r y , and these men t a l k e d 
q u i t e a b i t w i t h these people. 

'""hese ppopT.e had h e s r d t h a t somnthing wss going t o happen, b u t 
t h e y d i d n o t j q u s t what. They s a i d t h a t i t would be something good^ 
and some even tl^ought t h a t t h e war was g o i n g to end. Furthermore they 
had the d a t e . About a*" week l a t e r on the exact date these people gave, 
the Germa.n a t t a c k t h r o u g h t he Ardenne s t a r t e d 

The t r u c k d r i v e r who brought t h i s rumor to our s e c t i o n was Chester 
F, H o w l e t t f r o m '^'ount P l e a s a n t , Utah. That was h i s address when en
t e r i n g t h e army. _ - -

T h i s happened vfc. l i e we were moving s o u t h t h r o u g h Geriaarn'-. I t 
was l a t e March or e a r l y A p r i l . Ueadquarter;:; Company vjas bivcmacked 
across a l i t t l e v a l l e y o r draw i n a v/oods a l o n g t he s l o p e ^ i f ' d k the 
main r o a d . Comparnr " a i n t e n a n c e had t h e i r p r y m i d a l t e n t tip and a f i r e 
g o i n g i n t h e i r s t o v e . The stove pipe reached n i s t above the t r e e s . 
B r i g h t sparks were i s s u i n g f r o m t h i s pipe v/hen a s n i p e r p)ut a b u l l e t 
t h r o u g h the stove p i p e . T h i s was a t n i g h t . The next morning an o r 
dnance o u t f i t stopped on the r o a d across the draw f r o m us and f i r e d 
a v o l l e y o f r i f l e f i r e up the o p p o s i t e s l o p e . A boy b e l o n g i n g t o t h e 
E i t l e r y o u t h o r g a n i z a t i o n shot a t the ordnance o u t f i t . Ee was wounded 
s l i g h t l y . F o r t u n a t e l y , t he b u l l e t h i t h i s b e l t b u c k l e , and o n l y made 
a f l e s h ¥/ound. 

Meantime some of t h e men had been t a l k i n g t o sorae German r e s i d e n t s 
nesr t h e r e . They were t o l d t h a t t h e r e were two o f these h i t l e r v o u t h s 
i n the a r e a , arid t h e ordnance coripany had o n l y caught one d' them, 

G?eEE were b i v o u a c k e d near the edge o f s German town. A bun^h of 
us got t o g e t h e r , and went i n t o t h i s town l o o k i n g f o r the second E i t l e r 
y o u t h . A l i t t l e Tech Sargeant f r o m B a t t a l i o n Supply headed t h e g r o t i p . 



He was one of ,the men who spoke Germ.an. We a p p a r e n t l y made q u i t e an 
i m p r e s s i o n on the Germans. One of the men was an I n d i a n f r o m u p s t a t e 
wew ^•''ork. Ke was a rugged to u g h l o c k i n g c h a r a c t e r , and he had p i c k e d 
up a BAR ( B r o w i n i n g Automatic R i f l e ) at a replacement depot a f t e r feeing 
l e t out o f a army h o s p i t a l . He was one o f the Headquaters Gompanj 
miechanics. 

I covered the Tech Sargeant w h i l e he i n t e r v i e w e d t h e Germans. 
I t was easy to see that the Germans had the j i t t e r s , r a v i n g l i v e d 
w i t h the Gestapo, t h e y h a r d l y knew what to expect. I recei^^ed q u i t e 
a t h r i l l f r o m t h i s ex,;.erience. Under such circumstaoes one f e e l s a l i v e 
a l l o v e r . 

The r e s u l t s f r o m t h i s i n t e r v i e w were negative. I expect the o t h e r 
H i t l e r yough B e l i e v e d t h a t i t v/ould be h e a l t h i e r somewhere e l s e . On 
the way back t o our camiping p l a c e , one of the m en and I f o u n d some odd 
l o o k i n g s m a l l b u i l d i n g s , and d e c i d e d to check them out. He opened the 
door o f one of themt, and s i n g somiething sometliing s t r u c k him, b u t i t 
v/as^JjA; a s n i p e r . I t was a honey bee. Tim beekeeper-had put his_ bae- _ ̂-
h i v e s I n s i d e o f these s m a l l houses t o g i v e them w i n t e r p r o t e c t i o n , and 
so ended the s n i p e r hxiiit. L a t e r i n A u s t r i a a f t e r t h e war was over. 
Red, the Headquarters Company T'aintenance Sargeant, caught one of u: ese 
H i t l e r youths s t e a l i n g r a t i o n s . He ducked the boy i n an i c e c o l d creek 
running from g l a c e r s a s h o r t u i s t t n ce up the mountains. Be s l i p p e d , 
and f e l l i n t o the creek on too of t i e boy. E a r l i e r i n Rome two gangs 
o f boys were throv^ing rocks a t each o t h e r . Fed t o o k char ;e o f them, 
ana had them p l a y i n g a b a l l game w i t h each o t h e r u s i n g rosks and boards 
as b a t s . 

T%o of t h e most t h r i l l i n g s i g h t s of the war; A f i e l d i n T u n i s i a 
w i t h mjany tl:-otis?nds of Germar-i p r i s o n e r s w a i t i n g f o r t r u c k s t o i-emeve 
them t o the p r i s o n camps, end near the end of t h e war i n German^r when 
hundreds of German s o l d i e r s threw av/ay t h e i r guns, walked back through 
the American Arm^y w i t h o u t b e i n g h e r d e r d a l o n g w i t h American s o l d i e r s . 
Some of our men went out, and broke up the German r i f l e s . 

V'le had a Leutenant i n our B a t t a l i o n once we reached Germany, he 
would p i c k up a r n f t h i n g t n a t wasn't t i e d down. The o t h e r o f f i c e r s 
nicknamed him L o o t . Ee had seen q u i t e a b i t of a c t i o n w i t h a f i r i n g 
company, and was g i v e n charge of B a t t a l i o n B aintenance. When the 
French' F i r s t Armored D i v i s i o n broke fchR through the German Army and 
raced to Strassbourg, the Germans l e f t a good many t r u c k s behind. 
Th i s Leutenant had s e v e r a l trucks i n the B a t t a l i o n Maintenance S e c t i o n 
loaded w i t h r e p a i r p a r t s . B e a r l y every msn i n h i s s e c t i o n was d r i v i n g 
one of these t r u c k s . The Seventh Army crossed t h e Rhine at "'orms on 
a pontoon bridge. T h i s c r o s s i n g t o o k s e v e r a l hours l o n g e r t h a n sched
u l e d . General Hatch was v e r y unhappy about t h i s . An i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
r e v e a l e d t h a t h i s Array had a l a r g e number of these c a p t u r e d v e h i c l e s . 
Be o r d e r e d these v e h i c l e s to be t u r n e d i n i":mediately, so b a t t a l i o n 
Maintenance l o s t most of i t s t r u c k s . ' 

I may w r i t e you one more l e t t e r . 

S 1ncerely yours 


