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e “ Uinder the Provisions, of Section IV, War Department Circular Number 333;
| .22 December 1943, as amended, .Cotipany "A", 776th Tank Vestroyer Battalion is
© cited for courageous perfomence of ‘duty in combat under exceptionally dif-

ficult and hazardous conditions during the period 16 March 1945 to 19 March
1945 “in the areof the Siegfried Line north of Fnsheim, Germany.

: ‘This compagy was assigned the mission of directly supporting the 254th
| Infantry Regiment in its attack to break through the Siegfried Béfenses so
. that ammor could enter ‘the’ Saar-Palatinate region from the south. n a ter«
" rain highly unfavorablé for attacking ammors; fortified with all the ingenuity
the enémy could command over’a period of years, and,. defended stubbority bl a.
£ .~ desperate foe, the destroyers of this company répeatedly occupied exposed
' firing positions and brought devastating direet fire upon the two main belts
of the; Siegfried Line until _ths fortifications were neftralized or destroyed.
For: sixty continucus Beubs the gailant destroyer crews, without rest or relief,
foughti in their open-turreted, lightly armored vehicles.  Deafened by the
. continuous firing of their own guns and shaken by the constant: poudding of
eneny artillery, they fired; at point: blank renges, 1172 rounds of 90 mm.
“ammunition into the strongly bullt pillbozes of Germany's last line-of defenses.
only darkness pemitted the withdrawal from the direct support but enemy. :
‘bombardment, -infiltration,” and the necessity for.night meneuver, reloading, re~ & .-
faeling 'and maintenance made’ rest impossible.  Due to ‘the high rate of fire .~
freguent cooling periods for the guns had to be allowed and in these periods
the crews - continued their ‘support of the infantry, firing the 50 caliber anti~
- aircrafl machirne gun from. thelexposed deck of ‘the destroyers against. eneny
infantry.  Moving with the leading assanlt units end sérjously restbicted in’
maneuver by the nature of; the derrain. and defenses, the destroyers were. :
dangerously exposed to .direct artillery, bazooks, anti-tenk:grenade and sniper
fire. . Three high velocify anti-tenk.gins wers knocked jout during the course
of the action. ALl destroyers engaged were forced to beat off’the frequent
-+« enemy infantry atbecks with fragmentation grenades: and ‘small amms. “Qne des= | . :
' troyer was hit with bazooka fire and bumed and severdl others were hit. With-
svery possible advantage of ‘observation. the. enemy was able to maintein'a. R
-+ T continots and frequently heayy artillery and mortar ‘fire upon the destroyers.
<. ¢ Bis prepared fires at miight were heavy and accuratcs "Every destroyer was
0 dsmaged to some degree and two divect hits were suffered.. Wounded' créw members
- refused evacuation andspayed with their under-mamed destroyers.. With un-
" faltering ‘courageiand theiutmost ‘devoticn. to daby under the most adverse: tac-
ticsl and tevrain conditions, Company’ "AY aggressively maintained:its direct
| _sypport of the imfs ~hntil ‘the battered. enemy was. forced to. withdraw and
*"the mission was a ished, . ' ‘ BN

: By e of Brigadier (dneral HARKIS:
R R e Al R T ~Jo&mcmg ,mmvgm,, s
RS T g . 1 L. Cole, G B, ey 700
: gt A s o
. OFFTCTAL: M Nzt i ’ ' Actg. Chief of Staz'f._ Gl
C T 'RiLpH LAVORGNA S i it ,
o Leoah Aelng L fiae
Adjutant: Ge‘r;;‘é;x-‘ . ‘ i




: - mESTELCIED
: IEEADQGARTERS 634 mme ULVISION
- 20210 ~US ARMY
‘ femﬁmﬁommsg Tl R A ' 27 j;me ,1935

22 December 1943, s amended, Company FC'y. 776th Tank: Destroyer Batbalicn is:
" TpTantry Regiment in its attack to ‘bresk through the: siegfried defenses go
: that, armor -could enter the Sear-Palatinabe reglon from.the south. In a ter-.

_ desperate foe the destroyers of this, company repeatedly occupied exposed. :
Firingpositions: and ‘brought devestating divect Tire upon the two mein belts .. -

- 19k5 in the area of the Siegfried Line norkh of ommepshein, Germany.

Under the P;'ovisioﬁs of gection IV, Tiar pepartment Clrtfular Number 333, =

cited for tourageous performance of «duty in combat under. exceptionally ©

difficuit and V‘haz_ardous,condfitions during the period16.March 1945 to 09 Mareh

.- This. c&npany WS ass:igzedfthe' miissicn‘ of directljr supporting the 255th

“attacking axmor, Fortified with all'the Ingenmuity:

rain highly unfavorable, for
the ‘enemy could command: over” a period .of years and defended stubbomly by & ..

of /the Siegfried rine until the fortifications were nentralized or destroyeds :
For i sixty cantinucus hours the gallant destroger Crews, without: rest. or relief,
fought in theiriopen turreted,’ 1ightly armored vehicles.. Deafened by the )

. eontinyous firing of their own guns and shaken by the constent pounding of

" enemy bombardment, infiltration, and the necessity for night menenvery re~

enemy artillery, they fired, often st point blank ranges, 1280 rounds of 90 L
Cmm’ smmunition dnto the strongly built pillboxes of Qepmeny's last line of

pefenses - Only ‘derimess permitbed the withdrawal from the direft.support but

" loading, refueling and maintenance made rest impossible. Due to the high

 galiber anti-aire raft machine~-gan: from the exposed deck of tne‘destroyers ..

" pared fires at ‘night were heavy end accurate. Every destroyer was demaged ko

., terrain conditions Comn

_ pestricted in maneuver By the nature of the teorrain and- defenses;ithe des— . .

“pste of fire frequent cooling periods for the guns had to be sllowed and in-

these periods crews “contimied thelr support, of the snfantry, firing the (50 e

54l ¥

against enemy infantry. Mo ng with the leading ass

ult wnitsiend seriously
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