This 18 what we always referred to as the colonel Barney letter.
It is the feedback to brother TD commanders from the first Bn,
commander to engage the enemy using Hood tacties and his com-
ments on equipment, employment and tactics, in North Africa,
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My dear sery 7 '
as we ars in the midst of waiting for tue other troops to jst the Holl out of the
14, WAY. 00 WO aD ROVE up for the kill I thought that perhaps you all would psrhaps 1ike
5 e few.observatlons on tho things that wo have LEARN:D instead of some of the bull
. that some of the “obgervers™ brought backe. e have been there sinco sesing you all
and the observutions that I am writing you are for your information and not repeat
not, for general distritution and not for quotation as coming froun me. First the
- TBA 13 all +... of the first water. You huve got to have at least 14 more GMCs and
... tpallers. to even start to haul deissl, gus and enzo and 8o you have to have the 14
extra men to drive them. (Ve got them and as a rooult we ars able to funotion any=-
" whepe they ask us t0). Hext the amphib jeeps are as uselesa as tho ceecoconl @
_"..pboay hog and should never even be considered except as special fesus in vary ex=
copt lonal HiFéunstinces <~ Ve st111° have curs but betwesn ehrapnel and mg holes and .
ghe beating they tock in tho high centered roads thoy are eimply four wheels and'a ™
. steering mech. (they are nice and roomy for burse transport however). hkaxt the
- radio sst up of the Ree Co is the bunk in this new fangled fighting. The 608 oimply
will not carry far encugh. (At one time I had 3 rolay statione from tho platoons to
the Co and thay then relayed to me). You huve to have at loast SCR 193 oets as the
coupany has to work far out and in addition to that they will bs grabbed off by the
" high cammand despits all the cesesothat the TD school puts qut and they will be
e, GAVOR missions of ree for the high command. @ have some 1938 now and ars to get
7! somo more for Rescn. (For God's sake deat lst thca put any aM gets in the gun come
punies as that is the maln lever we use to keap them from detaching them to.sork
alone &8 the high command does not have Fi sels to tie into them and so they leave
./ thea ulone If you fight hard enuff) Next the eculpuent of the Rac Co LUST s AR=

“ KOBRED. rder to make a Rec of the pasges thoy must go in until they dran fire
e and AL aot armored they get the Hell shot out of them. e were lueky
(sce and in addition they gave me 6 V=5 light tanka for that work and 1

got amcrad Vehicles for the pioncers, Y-23 and as & rosult we have had fairly

. . dant lpaod in the Ras Co. The kritish huve the answer in a little armored job,

"< o Dalmler thht will take a 50 right on the frent and keep r ight on purring. uhat
.~ 4in the Hell he TDs dre sweating over an amsored peep for when this Jjob is in pro- U
% ductien I eght sse. It has beon battla tosted and I have seen the Derbyshire .

i Yecnanry use them in any plage the peep oan. thoy bava separate drive on any wead
*5v yom wanb and are the'nuta. (I have ono that I found in the hills whore it had hit =
: a mine and its a darb. They have < Ho 1§ radio that 18 nade by the Goneral Rlactrie
i - that has anything wo own backed off the mape Yo could hesr all the reports of the
A cbaervars;at il Suettar 4O miles awsy up wiere we were and kept in touch with tho

eitustionia)l the time. (I hove one of those too that wad in ths little car). For
tho love of Pste get your Rec Co officors and have them teach their men real cav-
alry recchnaissance and what the meaning of paal NZOATIVE rec is., we were blessed
 (in a wag 4111 the Div found out that they were good and gratbed the compony for
. their miesions) in our company and its cfficars as they have to have the guts of
the devil snd the ability of the long famed Indisn scouts to be able to go out and
bring in the Info that KUST B3 GUTTEN. Hand pick every man and make sure he can
cook, olimb, shoot, run, drive, sviz, read a map, navigate by the sturs and in fact
do anything in the world and that & 14{ttle better than anyene else and mostly that
he absolutely ENOW3 how to report what he sees and what ia or isnt in a place, I

"\ - have saen on an old battle field the results of faulty rec where a Roc cutfit (not
JV & TD unit however) reported that there WSHE KO MY TROOPS in a certain area/and
. \ ‘ -]l -
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&t one of these pluces there are — american k=48 and at another —- of the sae . !
that were surprised and elaughtered by I.TT.LICNS CF CERMANS that were in the ex- |
act area thut thie unit reported thut there wers ki INWY, If you cun teuach your ;
\_/ men that one¢ leason befors thay go into actloa you will have progressed a lot. .
Fortunately I knew that stuff and drove it into Swope before we ever cven vent o0
Hood and as a result my Rec Co has done itaulf proud and is the Genorals peb aas
_he hae said many times and it comos in the Intelligoence Sumsuriss, So and 80 re~ ,
¥ popted by Res Co @S TD, (Camplete relisbility), and that little phrase inthis -
" outfit meano what it says too. Thay have actually made reports and reconnaissange »
- BEHIND the onsmy lines and have come in with the exact coordinates of enany in-
~  gtallations without being fired cn but it took ths loss of three fine man to teach,
them that what I have always dubbed "Peepitis" was a fatal dleease and that they
- had to get out and aravl if they wanted to get tho depe and live. The next idea
that MUST be teuzht the 1s thut 2ll thet Htuff about TAFK HURTING and chasing K
. £anks 18 esse seee ThO gatrhd {t and therse hil been & hell of a stink over what
“ hsppensd.  They were not with us so I do not lnow the details but X have heard : S
.- plenty. YCU MUST SILECT POSITICNY, DIG INTC THEY, LBAVE THEK POR CTHERS AKD ONLY '
#. OCCUPY THEM ¥HIN YOU ARS R3AUT TO SHICT OR YO G2T DUSTRCYLD JUo? BAFCEE THE ATw X
' PACK COMZS, We were luoky agulin in that I rofussi to let the soughboys onder ny
% guns all over hell as accompanying suns anxl hald tho Bn intact except for ane Co ‘
 they teck for the first thres daya ead lost ) guna by their 0D foolishaess, but ;
. the big General otraightenod thea all cut and now we are &ll set and tha irty the . ’l
tanks and the Hyra ure all alignad on the proper use of us uud ny mon e all wise
too.  Fe pick our ground, we reconnoiter it till we know it by heart, (with the zun
...crews) and w3 move somswhers olse and we cend our security way, mny out to kesp us:. . -
"Ti 4informed and “then we 'Usot and walt? $1ll the 'eseceesse ehow up and then weo occ:gy e
“the prepared (and Yoy I wean prepirod teo with the muzsles of the guns cn THT LEVAL
OF THE GROUND) positions and let them coms. If you try any shooting 1t out with an
! 88 or a souped up 75 or & 5ma you aro a dead goose unless you hit him with the first
~" round. The sights on the 88, 75 50 and the ¥ IV and M VI tanks are at leust 10 power _
“'and not 4 and that is the scope aitht we should have to put our men on even tarms. !
In addition s9e Lhat every man can lay parallel for indirect fire end gat your gunners
.. Quadrante and aining circle so tho plutoons cr acmpanies cun be laid by compasa for :
~ 4ndirect fire, e have both and I had the ploiswre of cllabing to the exacttop of a |
*""high mountain and adjusting the gins of a platocn oa the reirsating Geman coluzng ; . ..,
<: a1l one day at 14,500 yards. HNO I DONT MEalN 1450 yards I MEAN 14,500, and thres o
s, doy8 later we went down to tho gpot and found ever a hundred wohioles wo had knooked
4ikout ‘or asused to pull off the resd and be abandoned when they got stuck in the sand, . ..
The division arty will only sheot 11500 and that not very acourately whereas our yuns
aro as accurate s o rifle and ons german priacmer ws got could tulk of nothing but
the terrible gun that hué knocked out his own parsonal truck whzn thoy thought they
- wore safe fren any arty that the imericsns hiad there. Ke tried his boct to find ant
.. vhat it was but no soap. I kept our guns hldden except wien we cpouéd up an a few
" tanks and e arty battery snd then enly with a few 8o thoy wouldat know wo wore there
and apparently it worked. Tho eseseee» kept saying that the gun just wont pop bang
with no time to duck and it pleased me no end to know that they disliked belng chot
. _ab with our gun as mush as we disliked their CD 88. Boy its & seee. and they Cill
~ T SHOOT IT TOO aNB DONT YOU FORGET IT, 1 have been very lucky 8o far as I had A4 ¥G
bullets put thru my pesp within 6 inchas of me and a bomb fragment 1it 1n my DG bed
with me and & sh2ll burst splashed one nice slug into tle ground just immediately in
resr of my right shoulder wails the Xrauts esre neronnding ustho other worning. 1
hamm_paucnd.%ptonwmdu so far and havo his nigse carbine as a souvenir.
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¥+ Ite been right warm up here at times but we are all still thriving except for a few
uie who want £ight any more. Hated to loge scne of the men as they were good ones that
o3 gob-it. Thers 18 cne more thing that you want %o get over to your Bn Commanderde., .
\/%71to a touchy subject but an important one, its this look over avery officer in parw
© ticular and sce vhat he haz. I have sent thres to the resr under charges who nere.,
..~ good men in garrison but thoy were of a norveus temperament and thoy just blew thels
o bOPa indor sustaingd shell fire and aerial bezbardmcat and, wers a llubility to good - - -
A ”33“ zan,  You have just got to ba abasolutely ruthless in this matter as it means life -
i7" and death t0 a lot of good man if thoy have poor officers and probably court-martial
ivv.. for the officer. Scme mon simply cunt take it and that 1o all there is to i, Noe
.7 body likes 1t but semo men almply lose all gensze wien the big boya start and othors
2+ . beve an unoeatrolluble faar of the Stukas. Porscaally I prefer the Stukas to the
.o APty cause I know how the guns can ghoot and the Stukas WILL STAY HIGH IP THE AA
GUNNERS AND LVERY OTHER MAN WILL FIRE OF THEM, We got one the first day and sinoe
oy thom the mon. are all nuts to got them coe and as a result in the last fight after |
o A8 Bocond day the Stukas stayed way high and didat do ONE BIT OF HAMY and bafors
TS e AA they ware batting the Hell out of the arty ovar there.
: come in near tham ug they have found out that
8 way the isgue .iA mount aint worth a gent. IS
& mount that the Navy uses for mouating the 50
@ heavy shield on which ths gumner site in a asling and
. vation 15 from two shoulder brackets that is as
~ flexitlo as &Y eees and from which you can shoot like hell. Ite proof againot 50
. oaliber bulletn and the memx love tham and will ois there and shoct it out with any
ﬁ‘ww of plane, I got them off the urecked barges ab Casablunsa and wo have them . .- -
*oo forr all cur AA gmg (and a few extra that wo somehtw asquired). The tourells meunt © ' -
| ks 1o good but thero 1s no more uze ghooting 30 ut these armored planca
: than spitting at them 8o we have 508 on 2ll curs. Another thing, see adout Setting
\ the amall elactric welding cutfit that s lssucd to the tank companiss at least for '
7 the motor malntenues platomn, e have thea for essh company and the acetelend Juss
4 .- went do the Jobs on tho dig stuff. Dont let anyane stuff you with tho eee. they '
+. . §ave me aboul the MOTORS avallable in the theator of cperation, Its bull there aint
.. none and £ight like hell to tring your own atuff. Ve moved out in a hwrry and got
N ; vehigles almost entiraly butbhe guys that furnished them to us were o .

lnsw wo were golng siralght into acticn after a 1500 mile hike go thay ~ ' s
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% ;. gave us good enes and wo have had very little troubla. If you tring your GiCs get. -
% 0000 chanel {ron'and resaforce every frame m _they tell you you will - 1*
855 have $0°10ad ‘then heavy and even uith thelr you will broak-thely ' L:i:'%)

backs on the things they call roads in the battlo arcas %o go oross country by pro=
. ference when we can but now tho mines are so thick you dent dare lesve the rosds
.- witheut a mine detestor. Speaking of mines you vant bogin to tell the men too much
- about them. We have been lugky to date and havent lost any vehicles and only eno
& offiser killed but other cutfits here have lost plenty. I have tried to get per- .
+ " misaion to ship back some samples to the achool of ull the types here but they wont |
and we sure have plenty to spare. Fight 1like hell far your dotegtors...they -
D but we cant got ours here, I made the lst TD Group kiek looso with one
we had nons but we have never boen able to draw one yet and the |
eds them bad and at least one por gun ¢o, Until you have scen the numbers I
that theso ceeeesee plant in an arca you vant balisve it at wll. Bande o
desp and thres and four bands to a field, Tho Engincors do a fine job
wo got thru OK but they sure do succoed in making real man made defiles
an I msm@“u‘ew 18 & coccocscsces It Jumps mt
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- 'four faet in the alr and 4s £11lod with 360 oid steol balls and ahen it bursts L0
" gleans housa fur & rafius ¢f cbout 100 feet. It has three litile brovai prongs that
\_/ Btick up snd uny pressure over thres pounde anbw 1b 028, It goegfop, then slzzlos
‘and 1€ you srent senpletely paralyzed by that and ean think to ¢o it yon can dive
 for tht ground «ad cover up and sgueezo the left ... and souetlzmen they burst over
- you rihcud hitiing you if you arc close eacugh bub 4f you sband up thoy get you in
#irthe belly or back and as the bells have forge enough to punsture a motar block thay
"5'ds.a fine job en a man, - I eould write you a volwmeron the things we haw learnod
.- here but I get uriters cramns and I suppose thst you have alre«dy govtén a1l thie
T sees AYWEFs Vo have learned casier than most as ws made friends with the Bpitish
. and they took the officers in to thetr messea and aluvs and they told ua a1l they
-« know and w0 havs sent men md officers to every school that tndy huve rua and a3 my
' Swedes still do whit they ars told and have implicit faith in what they are told and’
...try to do whal they are £0)d thoy have fared wll. Uat your pooplo in the habib of -
%% funetiening with thelr field trains being kept bauk ten totwenly &llas us 1L you - .+ ¥
2.0 bring thew farther to the front most of the time you gei tham ghot to Eaell for no
‘c; peason and when tho zen ean rest bacik there thoy ars mush more efflclunt vien thay
- have %0 sredtle tham up later. 3See that youwr personnsl sections &rs 50 wrranged
.-+ that they ean function way back as thay taks thur awuy and keep thea Jur bLaok and
I you Just serd them 2 dally neuapaper with u«ll the dope to go in tne records stc and -
©_..you ooly ses them otce in a while, The ;jwoseat sat up of Lhe Yotopkeng 45 good but - -
T3P you wint to Mcap going you will have Lo do 3 anf L echelen work ¢r aot have the
 vehieles. (I have ons 9/4 ton Ah gun now that has a wop rear wad wnder it and 1Y
©  goes 1ike a scared rabbit and wo have had to put extri vehicles in the platoon as ‘
sncwe gbripped ‘evsry vehicle on -the battle £ields of Saned snd Maimuasy and Sidi bou 24d.
¥e even have an exira Y10 orgine complete we Tasquirad” from the Ordnancs in Jafea and -
- we have sritched metore using it twice now 8o as td Lo obla to repulir the gne out
- of the destreycr at “loisure”, If posaible have your officers zut glausdes of 8 or 10
u poviers Tho issue onss are not good encugh for ldentificstion purjoses. JStress the
-7 vehigular end airplene dentification coursos us there have bewa usversl sad things
" happen as a resuly of aletaken identity. AlSo the assecees are using our veshiclss
. and you have to be more thun sure before you fire. (ne 1D ccajany in a Dn tiub was -
here was shob 1l to hell ty I'38s because they cpered firve on tha plunes ond downed
«.:3 of thes, In eddition put the atars on the yuhiclse 231G, You con cover tem with mud -
1. for camouflage shen you are hiding and wpe {laa olf eo they will show when you go:
2%, dnko actien. lziohm the roar of all owr turrstad painted bright yellow so they san =
aYbe soen o L1 end I think cll the other wehisles in thoe div will be soon as the boss..
Waam mock enthriilied with the $dea. Aacther thing, the £ Jurk they say i1l be var=
ried ovasiouds cvers vehlicle and WEN TISY S0 IMIC ACTTON YiU SN (i TIEL VaY PG
- THREE D.YS TO 577N DAYS ¢ igl’?. RATICH AND waTER T T WRICLE a0 you may a8 wall
plan au Jettdisoning a lov crap and cutting down on thu =rcunt ¢f ~animition ag you
naat g0t Lo use post of Lb. o have usad GNE rocimst gun to duts.
Tha big sand grouas as they are thick. I browht sy old 12 gas «d @ have saten
pany o them. Tha Genaral caught ue the other duy while we wera reating and he took
. his share of birds and I have a friond for life., They ars deliclious but for =m
damned roascn they always seen %0 bo more plentiful out where thoy dioot XGs tha any
_ -other place and some of the Heinies seea to objsct Lo my aunting out there.feand I
-~ were ont last Sunday and wo suroe had to dig for the dirt twice when the eceesees
oponed up with long range MG fire, Thats where I was when the Generul caught mo and
. he said I was crazy but after he had eaten the birds ha phoned to say that he was
- convinced that porhups I waant as orasy as he thoaghte
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REORINGS (1 alr the st.ratght HoCoy and I hopo to got. it all written up in a daoent
it tm later to gsend to the Ugneral to use if ho sces £it but as 8o many of the
_.things that we have found out are at such direst variance from the ideas of same
ot thoso 0ld seees thoy have down thore thsy may not like the f£rank expression of
thoir fallacles.
My very bastost and donb huryy teco much t.0 got here... it aint nlce at all...e
%Mhmnt‘had’a &rink OR A BATE OR CHANGED CLOTHES since March 13 and boy howdy do
2F-1 obink grand., ALl cur extra clothes are 150 milas in the rear as we were only going
to take passes at Mulnasey etc when we started lut now thinge are golng so fine
. wWe are going to imep cn and got it over withaees. 75 HOFE.
SAAMALY gou can tell eesese and same of those other “cbssrvers® for me that all
pg‘_‘ I om say 1o oither that thoy sat in Caire wd nover saw the front or else they aro '
"blind end du%o booti}... every man in t.):: American aw;gat huroz;ght with the
Lisoys will t you if you dare say & word against them By geng is the same
%&Mﬂ@s a0 cany-and calmly that it zesms thay are eareless and blase but
} Fﬁz columns buggered up or rations not gettingbhere or anything like that
‘“*mr.l t.ho into Aqythlng with o amlls on wnd they will chure thedr last drop of
Seotch uith the Tanken i thelr ratica hus ocwd up. They are sncoty too and Af seze
“eraw starts to show thom how it should be dme they gimply oloss up like clams and
© say nothing but if they 1lilks you thoy will do anything., They have seat officers sand
».XCOs ovar to us to instruct my men in every thing that I have asked them about and
“they have come ovar and related trus action staries to the men and officers so they
would mt the real picture of what the fighting has boon 1like and show us fram their
08 bitter experionces what Lo expoct. #o have lewrnad moro from them than
‘ olae and‘we’all hang out with ths Eritish whenever ws are cut of the ldne .
“ab .1.11. My mon and officers have the DOost rorale you have ever sssn anid are as proud
as punches and vhen somotno says %hat cutfit you eun hear them simply anap I and
U thoy dont even say TD or anything aelss as evaryone knows who that 1s, even the L
o r always say "Oq yer doin' can openers?® and the men lwe that name bstter than
e Fof the othars they have been called.
o O0FS.. got to go to En COS meeting for the march tomorrow. e go in again in
atewhom g;insnosgotl:at.byth tice mset. this 1t will be all over or else.
ny bag
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HE g m T d t.mcka m- your oommaera oars ma St.atf group. my osn to wrangod
. -for blaskout and have some room in theme Tho %28 are not =0 hot,
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