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TPORT OF ATTACK OF FORY SIHBEREQY
Tort Simserhof is locabed generally =t 711518, on comending groued, The
constraction is such thabt 18 gams are essily cepable for firing well o sach
of 3ts flenks as well as giving perfect coverage of the gromed te its fronbs
Tig excellent observation posts in the cencrete cupolas on the teop of the Fort
give the epeny & decided adyanbage over oy Sirect fire wespon, which makes is
slmost impossilile Yo securs a position 0 fire on the Ford thet cenpot be observed,

Company "4F, T76%h Tank Destroyer Battalion, in support of Yhe Tigt Imdaniey
. Begiment, 44%h Infantry Division, whoss sector IS completely domineted by this Forb,
wes given the mission of Firing on the apertuves and pegtrelizing the guns., &
recormalgsance was made of the Infantry fropt lines. These positions were on &
steep slope in a foresh, which was, in ibself, an obstacle for a Tank Destroyer,

The next position wecomnoitered was on adight ridge about 1000 yards from the
Forb at 722517. DBirectly in front of he Fords the ground rises glightly and the
barb wire, steci posis and anderbrush cub out a good view of the apertures. Since
this zres was under divect fire from the Fors, it was necessary o aig the Destroyer
in, which placed fhe gun below the sperbures. The brush spd small trees in the fremt
of the Forb were in the path of £ire and could not be cleared by the projectile.
This benbative posibion could ncl be used.

A thorough reconnaissance wWaES then made %o the lefi in the 324%h Infantry
sootor and positions weve Toosted in the vicinity of 718518, Tals position wes,
however, under direst sbservabion by the enemy and was nesvily shelled from the
Horth, Horthwest, end Bagh by enemy arkilliery and seifwpropeliied guss, This ared
hed many piliboxes and 1t wes gecided so go into position by Wwo pillboxes close
to the Eoaserhl ferm, The Fort could be pleinly sesn from this pesition &% a range
- of 2100 yerds. One gen would be dug in in the eaxrth works on bhe North sife of the
pill bex, A buliedozer dug o gen positien eb night, snd the gun position was further
Tils up with logs apd send bags unbil nothing bab the tube of the gun zould be Se88.
While the Bull~dozer wes working, artiliery wes placed on the Fors to eover the noulse
of the pull-dozer, This was necessary sinee the gun wes within seif-propeiled range
seom the lefd, resy, end frount, The next posiiion wes sclected st amether pill bex
100 yards o the frond and slightly e the right of the Fivet gun, This gen hed
protection of the pill box fvem the Berth, bub wes vulpeveble %o £ire from the
Front and vear from direct fire, and was within essy rTeonge of enemy apbiliery on
3%s right, The fronb and rear wers built up with logs and send begs for protection
againet direct five woapOns, snd the zide agaimst artillery. The construsiion of
these two positions imvolved the work of 100 mem for spproximetely bwelve hovrs and
s tull-dozer for approximebely four heurs. Woen the pesitions 9e completeed, the
tybes were the only bergeh for the enemy, snd it wes £l the crew would be able
%o shoos it oub with the Ford without having the H-36%s knocked oub ané peeventing them
from peubralizing the gums in the Ferb. The mipnte the guns would opem wp vhey wonld
Ybe seen, as the fiashes werse ander observelion From thres sides, To disbract the
eneay's atiention, a five pilen was wvorked oube BpE Goppapy in position in tae vicinily
of 706525 nd 03529 wes teo five on the high gpound in %he wiminity of TREBET or =By
other eneny achlviby %o the Nordh to prevent firing on the two dug-in gons. Firs
728 to be laid down jnbermittently to disecurage enemy Lorks or seifepropellisd
gons from opeupying his ground with ermor, as they had previovsly run benks
inte these gemeral ipeations. Ose pleboon of BAR fompany in positien in the
Feinity 706514 was to furmish a bess of fire on the cupoliss of the Fors, end mas
te stiract sbtentign of the Ford, These guns hed = ball dows posiiion snd po effect
#ss to be made by this platoon To concesl theivr flashes from snemy ahaervation,
Ar+iTiery concentraiions were glso plenned on the cupolas, A tenk wad ot fuie
position 2% 721-515 and every pert of the Lok was sapibegged bub the tube, The
tonk eould pot five high explosive since his trajectory would oot clesr the brudh
sy froms of the Forbt. The tanks phone wes $5ed ipbo bhe Tank Desivoyer teleshons
1ine, Bhils the two Tank Destroyers were firlag, mo frienily arbillery would be
Sived ab the front of the Forls 1% mwss decided to apen fire with ope gun and bring
the other zum in sfber the first gun had besn lecated by the emezy. 2o oheeryation
pest wes secured shout 500 vards from the frent of she Fork to sense the rounds for the
gonners, Two 4elephone lines were lald from the obscrvetion post o the goms wilth
o bsbbery pack rzdio ab the obseryation post 8o an glbernstive means of commmicabion
1f the wire was shob oub, This wes a perty iins sonsisiing of the bastslion commending
officer, the observation post, henk and the ¥wo tenk destroysrs. ALL periies 1istened
1n snd could easily ecmmumiesabe with suy party withoub belng spvolyed in the mechanien
of a switch boards :
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Report of abback on Fort Simserhof (eont'd)

The recomnaissence for on observabion post wes mede during Gaylight and selestad
in the vieinity of 727521, During the nighb the ebservation post was dug in, sange
bagged, camouflaged and wire ledd be the observalion posh. Tt was pectpied zh 0600
hours, Abowh 0830 honrs the sun came oub, the sky was clear, 208 it wes evident .
thot 3t would be an emcellent doy for observabion, The shadows were bad about
pidemorning so the Firing was witbheld. A% 1100 hours three large aperbures wers
very evident ‘and 's large port hole was on the 1686, vhich indicated a smefler -
arbillery gon or large caliber mechine gam, -A% 11435 howrs ome fapk destroysr opened
£4ve on the cenber aperture with bigh explesive supereguick fuse wilth the tak @ ag .
ihe vounds to Jooate the targeb. Three rounds of hish explosive super—guick fuz
were Firved and losh,  The fourth round was cbserved on the for sad the sdjusimen
of the aperbure was nede, The smmunition wes changed o high sxplosive delsay mad
shout 20 rowds were 1aid 4ubo the sperdure with sboub tem rounds geling direetiy
into the sperbire =od the rest hitbing the slope sud sides of the sperturs, Foor
rownds of high cxplosive with T105 fuze were fired, These hit iIn and arcund the B
sperture and’ seemed o meke a grest blsst and flame in the sperbure sl smeke bogan
o come owb of the aperture, The cbservabion pest themlwought the tauk in with
armor pibreing cap on his sperture and aboui 40 roumds were fired, of whlch approx-
imately ten wemt inbe the aperture, the balence kit the sides of the aperiure and
the face of the forb, - The dispersion on' this gun wes large and It 'was quite impossible
to get aceurate ghobs from the gum, : : : B

‘The $apk destroyer was then registered on the right sperture and aboub 20
rourds wers Fired, helf of these going inbo the sperburss Five rounds of the
7105 were Tired ot the sperbure with two vounds going into the aperbure and
“the seme blash effest was obefrved, bub smoke 8id nol come cut of this apedburss

The sevond tepk destroyer book the left sperture under five =and sbous 28
rounds were Pirvedinto this one, Hits wers sgain mede in and arownd the aperburs.
Thres rounds Bf Ti05 were fired et this aperture and part of the upper pert of e
aperture crumpled from the ¢ffects of one of the rounds, The pord hole om the 1efh
was takep vmder Tire, This wes aifficuls to hit, as it wes much smeller, and sBeut
thirsy rounds of high explesive were Pired with shouh six @ivect hits in HHe bole, Twe
71058 were Pired, but meither hib the hole. The right spertare wes agein fired gt with
sieven rounis of high explosive with hite mede in the aperture,

The Tavk Destroyer was then brought in on the right spertere with spuer plercing.
Fyeaty vounds wers Fived at the sperbure evd dhouk half of these sppeared 1o go right
ing vhile the other hib the sides.  Smoke starbed %0 come oub of the aperbyrs. Twenby
rormds were fived at the obher bwe aperbures wilh the ssme resulis, Fourbeen rounds
were Tired st the smeil pord hole on the left anagain 3% was 4ifficuls to hib the
Bole, Aboud thres vounds weve considered as direst hils. .

A bobal of 122 rommds of hish explosive, 14 TI05 snd T4 srmor plersing cop wers
fired st the three apevbtures and port hele, Gnce a round of high explesive delay weud
snto the speriure sn exsch eshiminstion could not be made of the resulbs or the st
pert of the sperbure hit, It gemerslly produced = fleme that sovered the enbirs
sperturve and o grest desl of smoke apd debris could be seen. The 7105 foze seemed
to produce a grester blash and flame and its effects were oven more dIfficult b0 assess
then the high explosive delay. The srmor pieveing cap could be ebserved easier and rounds
wers seen Trom the cbservabion post thal eppeared ag hits right in ihe cenber of the
aperture, It s eshimated thet about 30 pereent of all rounde fired were direct hits
within the spevbures with the balance being in the clese wieinity of the aspeviures,
Quite frequently near hibs on the sides of the spertures would csuse débels e fall
sube snd on the base of the aperdure, Both turk destroyers weve used gines thers
was such a smsll difference in their gun-barmet Time thot both gwse were equally
efPective, A grest amound of physicsl work, thorohgh veconvaissancs, and esveful plene
ning made it possible to sucsessfully emecuie this mission, and i% is believed thet 2
gresh 5‘:;% of demage wes done o the apertures of Fort Bimserhsf and the fikdng wes
successful, i .
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