
5 June ^9Sk 

Mr. Norfflan G, J , Jones, Chairman 
M e m o r i a l i s a t i o n '''ommittee 
Seventh Armored D i v i s i o n A s ? o c i a t i o n 

Tftar Norman, 

I n r e a r i i n g t h e K p r o o r i a l i ? . a t i c n Committee Report i n t h e S p r i n g 198^ 
i s s u e of'"*^o^shop Nev/s I n o t i c e d your r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n about 7th 
Armored D i v i s i o n a c t i o n a t Rambouillet, i n August '^^hh^ Although I can 
not o f f e r much more i n f o r m a t i o n than you a l r e a . i y have, I can r e l a t e my 
e x r e r i e n c e as a member o f 2nd P l a t o o n , Recon. Co., 8 l 4 t h TD Bn. ( a t t a c h e d 
t o 7 t ) i Armor'^c' D i v i s i o n ) i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 

F i r s t l e t me say I have no knowledre of any 7th Armored D i v i s i o n 
c a s u a l t i e s i n t a k i n g or a t t e m p t i n g t o t a k e R a m b o u i l l e t . However, 2nd 
P l a t o o n , under Second L t . Paymond A. Fu#a, wan assigned t o l e a d a Task 
Force o f CCA's i n t o R a m b o u i l l e t . C o n s i s t i n g o f t a n k s , s e l f - p r o p e l l e d 
•'053 and armored i n f a n t r y , the Task Force, w i t h 2nd P l a t o o n i n the l e a d , 
arvnroached the o u t s k i r t s o r R a m b o u i l l e t , Referene:'-e t o t h i s i s made i n 
A f t e r A c t i o n R e p o r t s (CCA, 7th Armored, 8 l ^ t h TD, ? ) I«m not sure which 
s e r i e s , but t h e r e p o r t i s i n my f i l e s a t home i n College S t a t i o n , T e x a s — 
Photocopies from t h e F e d e r a l Records Center i n S u i t l a n d , Maryland. 

My problem i s i n a f f i x i n g t h e d a t e , away from ray f i l e s , although I 
don't f e e l i t "^^th August, P e r h a p s t h e 17th, although the 22nd might 
be more n e a r l y c o r r e c t . Normally ray p l a t o o n was attached t o OCR, but 
was placed w i t h CCA f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , • 

Anyway, with ?nd Platoon i n the l e a d o f the Task Force, we approached 
the o u t s k i r t s of R a m b o u i l l e t , I was gunner on the l e a d armored c a r , while 
L t . Fuca l e d t h e way i n h i s Jeep. A h i g h rock w a l l was on the l e f t s i d e 
and as we a p p r o a c h e d ; t h i s town, or a T i l l a g e on the o u t s k i r t s , perhaps, a 
French c i v i l i a n was spotted, seated on t h i s f a i r l y high w a l l , to see the 
a c t i o r . Taking no chances, we o r d e r e d him a t p i s t o l p o i n t to come down and 
then sent him on h i s way. A v e r y short d i s t a n c e f a r t h e r we ran i n t o a jeep 
( i d e n t i f i e d as b e l o n g i n g t o a c a v a l r y u n i t ) , h i t and s t i l l smouldering, 
A member of t h a t j e e p ' s crew l a y i n the d i t c h and shouted to us — "watch 
t h a t 88." 

Looking t o my r i : h t a c r o s s a l a r g e ploughed f i e l d and i n the d i s t a n c e 
I s p o t t e d a r a i l r o d d embankment a n g l i n g a c r o s s t h e s i d e and toward a p o s s i b l e 
i n t e r r e c t i o n w i t h t h e paved r o a d we were t r a v e l l i n g . My immediate thought 
waG t h a t t h e "88" was h i d d ' a b e h i n d t h i s embankment, I searched with my 
f i e l d g l a s s e s a s d i d S/Sgt, Peter P r e g i , s e a t e d a t my s i d e . We crept slowly 
forw r d w i t h u r g i n g s from the r e a r — t h e n t h e hidden gun f i r e d . The s h e l l 
b \ i r s t throup:h t h e w a l l on our l e f t , s c a t t e r i n g rooks orer us. L t , Fuca s a i d 
l a t e r he f i g u r e d we had been h i t — a f r o n t t i r e was t o r n loose at the t r e a d , 
a l t h o u f r h not d e f l a t e d . As one, t h e crew u r g e d our d r i v e r to back up, w h i c h 
he d i d , i n t o t h e w a l l . < I t r a v e r s e d my 57mm i n t h e d i r e c t i o n of the source 
of f i r e , a t which t i m e the "88" f i r e d a g a i n . Spotting the b l a s t , I watched 
the t r a j e c t o r y as the s h e l l kicked up d i r t from the plowed f i e l d , looking 
much as a t o r p e d o s e e k i n g i t s mark. The s h e l l passed d i r e c t l y under our 
armored ci^r and i n t o t h e w a l l , I leoked i n t o t h e gunsight and a l m o s t f i r e d 
as L t . Fuca'3 j e e p passed i n ray v i e w , I paused, then the armored car began 
moving o f f the w a l l . Then I f i r e d as we moved, having,no chance t o t a k e 
.rrood aim, wihh t h e armor p i e r c i n g s h e l l , judged by the t r a c e r , p a s s i n g way 
too h i r r h . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h i s r e t u r n e d f i r e d e l a y e d t h e "88" from f i r i n g 
a f ^ a i n - - a t l e a s t u n t i l we had t u r n e d around and headed f o r the bend i n the 
road and out of t h e l i n e of f i r e . Two more rounds came a t us, but m i s s e d 
by wide margins. 

An o f f i c e r i n t h e column o r d e r e d us back w i t h a s p o t t e r c a r r y i n g a 
k l p - t a l k i e t o o r d e r i n a r t i l l e r y f i r e . L a t e r we were t o l d t h e y had 



knocked out the "88". Doubt i t was an 88, and I'm not sure i t was mounted 
on .? tank or v/as a sep a r a t e f i e l d p i e c e . 

At the same t i n a a low l e v e l a e r i a l b a t t l e was t a k i n g place between 
two T h u n d e r b o l t s and f o u r or more ME-109s ( or a s h i p o f t h i s c l a s s ) . V/e 
co u j d hear machine pun f i r e as t h e planes a t t a c k e d each o t h e r . One Thunder­
b o l t cane dovm i n fla m e s , f o l l o w e d by a downed ME-109. We crouched i n t h e 
d i t c h f o r a w h i l e — n o t l o n g . Then t h e whole Task Force was ordered bpck, 
?-'y p l a t o o n r e j o i n e d CCR and ended up a day or two l a t e r a t t h e proposed 
Seine R i v e r c r o s s i n g a t Melun. Second P l a t o o n was t o have crossed t h e r e , 
ar-riin i n the l e a d , but we wore flivert.ed f a r t h e r soutM t o an a l t e r n a t e c r o s s i n g , 
v;here we crossed p e a c e f u l l y . 

ThinkinfT t h a t R a m b o u i l l e t was the gateway t o P a r i s , we l a t e r f i g u r e d we 
were c l i e d back t o a l l o w French f o r c e s t o e n t e r P a r i s on t h e i r own. 

T h i s i s a l l p . r i p h e r a l t o your i n f o r m a t i o n needs, a l t h o u g h I hope my 
account v s ' i l l h ^ l p i n some s m a l l way an/ w i l l not confuse anyone. 

Pest wishes from 3otsv.'ana, Southern A f r i c a , 

Yo\irs s i n c e r e l y , 

C a l v i n C. Boykin 



8 June 1984 

^T, Norman G. J. Jones, Chairman 
M e m o r i a l i z a t i o n C^-'mmittee 
Seventh Armored D i v i s i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 

Dear Norman, 
» 

One b r i e f amendment t o my account about 2nd Platoon Becon. Co, 
8 l 4 t h TD B n , — a s t t h e Task Force p u l l e d - b a c k from Rambouillet and 
t u r n e d s o u t h - - - i t was acre t h a n a day or t f o b e f o r e we reached the Seine 
R i v e r c r o s s i n g a t Melunl I n f a c t , somewhere between these two p o i n t s , 
on the 27th I b e l i e v e , 2nd P l a t o o n headed up another Task Force. Ran 
i n t o a German colunn--armored c a r s , t r u c k s , i n f a n t r y , towed a n t i - t a n k 
F u n s . I knocked out t h e lead armor"d c ^ r as we ran t o g e t h e r face t o 
face--and machine gun f i r e from l i g h t tanks behind my platoon s e t f i r e 
t o a t r u c k loaded w i t h i n f a n t r y . Neventheless, t h e Germans managed t o 
get t h e towed a n t i - t a n k gun s e t up and knocked out one of 7th Armored's 
l i p - h t t a n k s t h a t had p u l l e d around my armored c a r i n hot p u r s u i t of 
Germans s c a t t e r i n g i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , save for that cool bunch manning 
t h e a n t i - t a n k gun. The l i g h t tank crew escaped t h e i r burning v e h i c l e . 

So i t g o e s — b y the w a y— L t , Fuca, myplatoon l e a d e r , and I were interviewed 
by t h e radio program correspondent reporting t o the Army Hour (NBC) a t 
th e Seine River crossing(proposej^) a t Melun, Something about the r a p i d armor 
movement o f t h e p a s t few days and our planning on being the f i r s t u ^ i t • 
a c r o s s the Seine a t t h i s point. Typed s c r i p t and a l l - - o n e r e h e a r s a l . Not 
v e r y spontaneous. 

So long again. 

r s s i n c e r e l y . 

v i n C, Boykin 0 
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