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CHAPTER I /

ACTIVATION TO MOVE TO CAMP BOWIE

The history of the 817th Tank Destroyer Battalion is the story
of its life. In that sense it may be considered more of & biography
than a narrative, but the biography of a living and breathing mass

of several hundred officers and men, a.nd not the life story of a

'merely material and intangible military orga.niz,ation, for, the 817th

has been, and is to be, a living organization with spirit, and a

will to carry on,

Let us go back to the vague beginnings ofi: Battalion, Soms-
time after Hitler's legions rolled unopposed over the rolling plains
of Poland and Northern France, the Tank Destroyer idea was conceived
in the offices of the War Bepartment. It was decided to mctivate
& certain mumber of Tank Destroyer Battalions. The 817th Tank.
Destroyer Battalion was to be one of them,. Then, when the time was
ripe and sufficient equipment was on hand, orders went out from the
fiar Department through the Ammy Ground Forces to the Second Army to
have this Battalion ﬂ.ctifatédtén ‘Juns lst, 1942, From that date on,
this Battalion has been a living thing. The crass materialism of
paper work and planning ceased on Juns lst and this Battalion was
born. A small group of men and officers nursed it along, prepared
it, i_‘illed it with men, and trained it until it reached its present

proportions and its full maturity.

Let us look back on June 1, 1942 and ses what the scene was

and who those were that were present on that scene,

The place of activation w;a.s Tamp Chaffee, Arkansas, located
near the town of Fort Smith, Arkansas. It was a new cemp built for
armored troops, the 7th Armored Division being there at this time.
Here amongst the rolling countryside with its small patches of woods,

the Battalion began its first treining, 1In all it was a pleasant ...
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CHAPTER I (cont'a)
place to start 1ife, not too far, from town and with adequate quarters,
messes, orderly rooms, and motor parks for each unit, And, the

Battalion, located as it was at one end of the camp, was away from

the hustle and bustle of the crowded ceamp center,

\

S0 much for the scens, now for a lock at the first members of
this organization. The commanding officer was Lieutenant Colenel
Franklin H. Canlett, a Eegular Army off‘icer who had just come from
the Tank Destroyer School at Cemp Hood, Texas. His Executive 0fficer,
Captain William P, Francisco, also a Regularﬁmw officer, came from
the Tank Destroyer School with Lt. Col. Caplett., Of the remaining
twenty-two officers, five came from the 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion
with the cadre, and seve.nteen from the Infantry School at Fort
Benning, Georgia., These latter two groupe included the sS-1, 1lst
Lt. Ghildl; the 8-2, 2nd Lt. Fields; S-3 »2ndiLt.Sternfels; S-4,
-Dapt, - Hm and Lts, Crannimg, Powell, Thomas, Mumeh, and Cook ,
cormanding Headquarters, A, B, C, and Reconnaissance companies
reapactively. As for the enlisted personnel, 77 ceme with the cadre
from the 776th Tank Destroyer Battalion at Fort Lewis, Washington, '

rhe - |

These men were to whip -sisbencw recruits, who were to arrive latsr,

into shape,

Camp Chaffee, Arkanses remained the home of the Battalion until
Dgcembje; 13, 1942, It was during this period that plans for future
organization and training were laid, the cadre was carefully trained
in ite duties, the new officers were made aware of their respon- |
sibilities, and the Battalion began, in spite of its small size
numerically, to take a certain pride in iﬁself. Officer and N,C.0,
classes were held::bg:!ﬁ;t.two or three m‘s‘?a week to better
prepare everyoms for their training duties when the fillers for the
Battalion would arrive. Also during this time, the Battalion

Commander instituted vigorous training in motor marches, which, ...
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CHAPTER I  (cont'd)

the B Tl‘nwf ton'y
of course would Play a large part in sur successful tactical’

employment in the future, The Battalion bscame quite proficient in

Col, Cawmjett's "Fixed Interval System" and everywhere in future
training received praise for its well disciplined motor marches.
It was the usual thing to take weekly forty or fifty mils motor
marches and bivouacs through the Arkansas countrysids,

The 8':1('“...)«: s
s W™= Wers given opportunity to test ewr proficiency in motor

On December

marches in a practical march from Camp Chaffee to Camp Bowie, Texas,

T} The Ballafime way
which had bsen designated as owe new station,

Fhe necés,ar Tsert i
our peraodmal to Till out the—PBektalion and begin uir basic training

in the Tank Destroyer Basic Unit Iraining Center (BUTC),

CHAPTER II

RECEIPT OF FILLERS AND BUTC AT CAMP BOWIE

gg_.nig_mﬂ_pyi_e{ Texas, where the Battalion arrived on December 15,
194? was one of the many new camps recently built by the Army to
house its greatly expanding personnel, Not as nice a camp as Camp
Chaffee, it's buildings were of the tarpaper cantorment type instead
of the two-story cream-colored wocden barracks of the former camp,
Perhaps the best innovation was the gas heaters supplied with fuel

from the sbundent Texas natural gas fields, Nearby was Brownwood, |
f

' Texes, the nearest town, which, however, offered little in the way

of entertaimment and did not even provide for reduced admission
prices to the theatres for military personnel. While awaiting

the arrival_ of recruits, the Battalion, as it was then, prepared
the area, motor parks, and barracks in anticipation of early arrival

of the fillers for the Battalion's rosters,
Betwsen January 8th and the first week of February, the ..
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CHAPTER II  (cont'd)

Battalion was brought up to full strength as a Heavy Self-Propelled
Tank Destroyer Battalion, Most of the men came from the induction
centers at C\mlberliznd, Pennsylvania, and Ft. Niagara, N.Y., but a
few were also sent from Ft, 8ill, Oklahoma, Salt Lake' City, and The
Presidio of Monterey, Cé.lii‘ornia. Although many were used to the
cold of Wotthern Pennsylvenia and western New -York they were hardly
prepared for the biting frigid wind of a Texas "Norther" which
greeted many as they stepped off the train, Their home towns were
large cities like Buffalo, Philade}phia, or Pittsburgh, or small
towms and villages such as Sayre, Meadville, Industry, or Braddook,
At any rate they had only been in the army since January 3 of this
year so they were fresh reoruits ready to be molded into good

soldiers by the well trained and long waiting cadre.

Perhaps their first and most memorable taste of army life and
training was the s'hort haircuts which all men were required to have.
Of course, all resented this, but they had to learn that it wes Just
a part of army life as ‘ﬁ;"tha daily close order drill and hikes,
fhat they thought of the army was of course each man's own opinion,
but they all rapidly fell into lins. Hikes were supplemented by
overnight biyouacs whi¢h many will remember for the extreme cold,
When there wasn't drill and hikes there was work on the driving
course, utilizing 1/4 ton and 3/4 ton trucks, or firing the 103
rifle on the range, but there was as yet no equipment in the

Battalion for Tank Destroyer training.

After training hours there was very little in the way of
recreational activitiés for the men. Brownwood was overcrowded
and had only movies and bowling to offer, In fact the only good

thing about the town was the good taxi service it offered. The

Post itself, had movies and service clubs, but the men were even.. —_—
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CHAPTER II (cont'd)

restrioted in their use of these as the Battalion was quarantined

along with other units for some thirty-two days of the total time

it was at Bowie,

On the whole no one particularilty enjoyed life at Camp Bowie
or even found it an interestin-g p.la.ce, but many will remember it
for their first taste of army 111‘5, and the Battalion regards it
gratefully as the place whers Lm fillers were received and first
made a part off-o!\‘:r great unit. But , everyome looked eagerly for-
ward to a iew 1ife at a new camp when orders were received to move
to Camp Hood, Texas on Ma.roh 22. Preparations were quickly made for
the trip which was to be ail Lnd partly by motor sonvoy, end on
the morning of March 22, 1943 the Battalion departed from & camp

to which it was destined never to return,

CHAPTER TIT

-4.U.T.C.AT HOOD

The trip itself from Bowie to Hood was accomplished without
incident, the majority of the personnel coming by rail and the drivers
and mechanics bringing along y\w& few vehicles by motor convoy, The
trip was completed in one day end after arrival at Hood, where ;é"'f
wers to stay till July 8,\:’;;1;;;?66 into a new barracks area, complete
with separate orderly rooms, 8upply rooms, kitchens and mess halls,

motor pools, and two story wooden barracks as they had had at Camp

Chaffes. All of the cooking and heating was again by natural gas.

Camp Hood itself was a much better place than Bowie. It was
& hugs camp, holding some eighty thousand men, and naturally thers wefe
more theatres and aervi’.ce clubs. The nearest town was Killesn, a
typical spot on the desert filled with New York and New Jersey cow-

boys selling trinkets to the soldiers. The busses were always.,
page 5
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CBAPTER III - (cont'd)
crowded and the service rather poor, but &8 a zood time could be
had by all in Weco or Austin if ome could get there. Temple and 4
Belton were nearer but had little to offer.” Home of the men struck

off for themselves and found a good time in out~of-way towns such

as Cameron, Texas.

The scene at Hood was not too pleasant. The cemp sprawled over
an area 13 miles wide and 40 miles long but it was all typical
central Texas mste::la.nd with prairie grass, caliche roek, and an
abundance of rattlesnakes, and a scarcity of wooded areass, especially
near +the camp proper. However the ﬁ'&ining faocilities were excellent.
The renges for every weapon from the "22" to the; "3 inch" were sup-
erbly built and planned and afforded real shooting c_:pportunities.
The rolling countryside with -1552‘ gulches, wooded areas, and small
mountains contained excellent terrain for tactical problems, Whan:
it came to beauty , Camp Hood had none, ‘but when it came to train-

ing fields it had everything,

During a seven day period of grace after arrival at Camp Hood,
everyone settled down, got the barracks and area in ahape,. and was
then ready to ambarkq% the Advanced Unit Training Center progrem,
Beginning April 1stland for the next four weeks every type of weapon
including rifle, tommy gun, light machine gun, .50 cal, Machine gun,

was 74(_ Baﬂhl’lu
and 3" Towed Gun wese fired, At first we had some of the original

T.D.'s;h a 76mm gun on a half track, to train with}but soon ';t e
given the temporary status of a towed battalion and armed with the
3" gun M5, éﬂé s:hooting was climaxed with the firing of the Bflagums
where the gunﬁers of "C" Company proved themselves to be the best
in the Battalion. In the evenings after the firing on the ranges,

there were usually classes for the officers and NCOE® on subjects

considered necessery by A.U.T.C, or the Battalion Commander. ...
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CHAPTER III (cont1d)

and.preparatory to the coming course in bactics.

Of course the Battalion continued to make as many practice
motor marches as possible and soon was quite proficient in Col,

Camlett's system, complete with hand signals and drivers® disks,

A drum and bugle corps was formed within the Battalion and their

participation in a Saturday retreat parade was the usual thing,

The midway mark of AUTC was the Battle Conditioning éourse-—
more popularily known as the Commando Course--and it was for a week
of this that-the Battalion marched out for bivouac on the afternoon
of Sunday May 2nd, It was a five mile hike with full equipment but
all made it ih good shap.e and the bivouac, in tactical style, was
set up before dark, All men settled down to a good night‘s sleep

before the first days grind on Monday morning,

Here let us have a brief description of just what this Battle
Conditioning Course was, E;ch morning it was a requirement fo
run through a long tough obstacle course. At the beginning of the
course were horizontal ropes covering a 40 fhot gap which had to
be mnsgotiated handlover hand, Then followed a 20 foot rope climb
to a platform, a jump off this platform and then g cross-country
run of 400 or 500 yards to a water obstacle, This was negotiated
by awimm:‘:ng or wading, depending on one's height, Following a climb
up the slippery baiks the water-loggzed men had to elimb a 10 foot
well, which was always m and slippery after the first few men
had goms over. If one was still on his feset here ,» next came a 10
Teot vertical jump into a sawdust pile and then crawling through ami W"a"';
40 yards of barbed wire. Of course, whils all this was taking place
AUTC instruetors were setting off smoke pots and quarter sticks of
dynemite . After onms had oleared the barbed wire field he had to
climb 20 foot wooden'A" frame hurdles, and.last came & run and climb

up & steep hill, aptly known as "puke hill", On the return for -
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CHAPTER III (conttd)

for noon day chow and on the return to evening blvouac, this whole
obstacle course, tha ropes excepted ,was negotiated in reverse, It

was reelly a wearing down course designed to toughen men up.

After the obstacle course was run each day, units went to
various regular classes, alternated each day, Instructors were f’””‘l"’{ 'i"'.f
£3mm AUTC and covered street fighting, woods fighting, r-lose combat,
combat firing, overhead fire, and woodsmen's lore. ILast but not
least was ths 1nfiltration course with overhead machine zun fire
and & maze of barbed wire, This machine gun fire was only 16"
off the ground sc everyone had to stay low even when prompted alomg

by & quarter stick of dynamite being placed between one's legs,

Perhaps more often than any other phase of training this tough,
rugged work will be remembered by this battalion, and they ended the
wook with forced march.of B miles with full equipment in 50 mimubes
and carried off a éupbfior rating for the. Battalion from the AUTC=

the fourth wnit in eight months to gat this high recognition,

Of course, the day they ceme back from the commando course there
was a grass cutting detail to he done, but by now everydne Just

v}

accepted it %racognﬁ_zed‘%‘a part of the army,

Following cempletion of this rugged physical treining were
several weeks of tactical problems where the men firast learned that
"there is no always or uéually in tactics”-"it depends on the sit-
uation, the terrain, and common sense”, This was perhaps the moat
interesting phase of training so far and everyons really snjoyed
the problems, even though many of them were all-night affairs., At
laast here was a practical application of clﬁssroom and range work,
Hore was the first taste of what all the train:ljzg was to prepare the

Battalion foreactual combat tactics,
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" CHAPTER III (cont'd)

As the end of AUTC approached the Battalion began participaticg
i group problems, where the officers and men showed that on a
comparative this they were just as good as any other umit, Foll-
owing compemy tactical tests, wherein "A" Company showed itself to
be the best by AGF standards, the AUTC training was completed and

the Battalion stood by for a further assigment,

In the meantime orders had been received of -amr permansnt _
status as & towed T,D, Battalion and this necesgitated the insct-
ivation of the Reconnaissance Company. This was completed during the
lest few days of Jungfﬁzhe Reconnaissance Company commander - going
to the staff as reconnsissance officer, and the men being divided
equally among the gun companies. This ﬁaturally put some companies
overétrength and the "section eights" and physically unfit of the
Battalion were weeded out and t;ansferrud or discharged. This
change of status definitely left the Battaldon in better shape from
8 personnel stand point, even though many wers disappointed at

being ch&nged from a fast moving self-propelled outfit to a nat-

urally rather static, from a tactical viewpoint, towed Battalion,

Word came in early July to prepare fqr rail movement to Camp
k?k}}}ipp;'ﬁanana. “Vehicles were prepared, blocking, wire and nails
secured, and personnel oriented on the move, Finally on July 8,
the Battalion loaded up and pulled out in tourist pullmans for its
new station. Leaving behind memories of short haircuts, Waco,
Cameron, grass cutting, double-timing, commandogoourse, and three
inch gun firing, everyone was still happy at the thought of a new,
and perhaps, better camp, and a change from Texasy so, up through
Oklahoma and Kansas the train puffed.nlong to arrive at Cemp Phillips,

_near Salina, Kansas, on July 10, 1944,
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CHAPTER IV

REFRESHER TRAIHINGE CAMP PHILLIPS

_ Cu.np‘Ph;lllipi‘a proved to be no better than Camp Hood, in fact
oqnditioma were even worse then im Texas. The Battalion was again
housed in tarpaper hutments as at Camp Bowie, and the wind and dust
howled even more furiously than in Taxus.- Over all hung the tsrr-

ible odor of the sewage disposal plant,

Nearby Salina proved to afford few recreational activities,
and Kansas City at 160 miles or Wichita at S0 miles distamce was

& little too far for the average man to go for a good time.

The one bright ap-ot on the record was that furloughs for all
Battalion ;.aer_sonnal were inaugurated hers, Everyone had waited for
what seemed like endless months since January for this and all felt
happy and relieved at J'1;‘:]5:101 opportunity to get home once again, Bet-
ween July and mtoba;qtm-molo Battalion was furloughed, approx-
imately 15% Being gone for two weeks at a time. Everyons came baclk

happier .and looking much better for the rest and fun at home,

A refresher course on basic training comprised the main training
at Phillips. Everyone had dry firing with all weapons again and
then time on the tommy gun and rifle ranges. The Battalion was now
sttached tc; the 22nd Detachment of Special Troops and coordinated
its training with them in compliance with 2nd Army directives,

Oune of these directives called for two weeks in the field for every

two weeks in garrison,

Accordingly on July 28th the Battalion moved by motoz-' convoy
to Fort Riley, Kansas for a bivouac and some firing on the range.
Life was not too plea.sant.here 28 it rained nearly every day and
there was an abundance of mosquitoes., Here, as part of the train-
ing everyons was subjected to overhead artillery fire. How diff-
erent it was to be & year and & half later in western Germany . i
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CHAPTER IV  (cont'd)

It was while at Fort Riley that the Battalion was alerted for
movement to North Dakota to help harvest the huge wheat crop, This
was to prove a strange but very welcome interlude in army ‘life, the
only disadvan‘l;age being that furloughs and leaves had to be suspended

for the duration of this assignment,

In & long column of borrowed 2% ton trucks, the Battalion ,
less a small rear guard detachment, departed in motor convoy for
Farge, North Dakota on August 14, “The trip was uneventful, but
provided everyone with a lot of fine sightseeing and tookﬂr;\vmghrough
many smell farm towns that had never keen Vaoldiera in any number
before. - On August 16, after spending successive nights in York]
Webraska and Watartown,ms.i}., the Battalion arrived at Fargo, N.D.
and was immediately assigned company arees and headquarters, "g"
Company went to leeds, N.D., "B"™ Company to Langdon, N.D,, Hq Co €o
Coopﬁratown,, N.D.; and "C" Company with the Battalion Headquarters
to picturesque Valley City, "A","Hg", and "B" companies lived in
pyramidai tents during their stay, but "g" company managed to find .
quarters in the Valley City Armory, The soldiers found all the far-
mers very friendly and eager and able to amply feed their new found
soldier farm hands, Shocking wheat, driving teams, and bundle
pitching were new experiences to many and just oldbime chores to
some of the soldiers who had come fr;:om farms., At any rate, all
Were well fed and though the work was hard they had no complaints,
After work each day everyone was free to go to town each night and
dances wers held each Saturday. All of the local families were

exceptionally hospitable to the soldiers.

As an added attraction a whest queen was chosen from photo-
graphs voted upon by the men, so meny votes being given for each

acre of shocking completed, and inm & esremomy on August 30, Lt. Cel.
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. CHAPTER IV (cont'd)

Canlett orowned Miss Rose Busch of Valley City as the First Wheat
Queen of America, The local papers gave the Battalion quite a write-
up on this, In addition, each Saturday jeep rides were sold for far
Bonds and this vital phase of financing the war was.aided by this

little trick,

So much enjoyment and fun had been had by all that it was with
deep regret that the B{_\ttalion left North Dakota on September 20, On
the 19th ’.cha Battalion had been asssembled on the ball field at Valley
City and  fhen the Battalion marched in parade through the town,
This was the final tribute of the Battalion to 1ts fine North Dakota

friends before departing for Camp Phillips.

A day longer was taken for the returnm to Kansas and stops were
made on successive nights at Aberdaah, 8.D,, Yankton, §.Di, Watertown,
Nebrasgka, and Air Bgse , Kansas., The next day, September

)@1’& Ballahon wias
3, we wewe back at Cemp Phillips, this time under. the wing of the

newly arrived 14th Tank Destroyer Group.

Back at Camp Phillips the refresher training of basic subjects
was renewed and the Battalion fired the 30 cal.machine gun, '03 rirfle,
carbine, and tommy gun. In with this came a two weeks tacticel biv
ouao wherein training was discarded and all time was spent on meking
a realistic play at a true tactical bivouac, with outposts, outguards,

barbed wire, and 6n nearby roads reconnaissance platoon patrols,

After return from this latest bivouao) indirect artillery fire
training wa-s given, with "A". and "B" companies firing several prob-
lems in early Novembsr, Because of lack of “bime and ammunition "g"
gampany.did not gét to fire indirect, but all companies wers able

to fire on the newly constructed direct fire range,
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CHAPTER IV (cont'd)
e .

Most of October was consumed in firing the " guns and 4n a:few
tactical problems, both day ard night, However everyone was ready
for something new, and no one was sorry when worlk came for the Battal-
fom to participate in tl;e November, December, and January maneuvers ;
in Tennessee., All equipment Was dhecked, espeoially shoes, raincoats,

and shelter halves, and by November 8th ths trains were loaded and
everyons was ready to go, On & particularily cold windy morning
the Battalion left Camp Philli.pa and looked forwerd to new experiences

and new knowledge in the Tennessee Maneuver Area, where they arrived .

on Hovember 10 at Cowan, Tennsssee.

{ﬁ‘k" ;

CHAPTER V
MANEUVERS
EITSISIASEATES

The train trip was uneventful, as usual, except for ome rather
amusing incident where the'Group Commander got off at Evansville,
Indiana, to streteh his legs, and the train pulled out without him,
However he caught up the mext morning as the Battalion was unloading -

at Cowan, Temnnessee.

From Cowan, a motor march was made to a bivouac area some ten
miles south of l{urfraeahorn where the Battalion stayed for twalve
days before the problems wers to begin, The weather wag exception-
a:lly cold and the cooks found it very difficult to thaw out the frézem
meats issued in the rations, A few passes to Murfreesboro and Naghe

e availab yd 5= g

vill.a‘\ but it was such an inconvenience getting there that few men
left the bivouac area, During this time, vehicles were brought up

to peak performance. , duffle bags stored, and all equipment combat

loaded. When the gignal for the first problem to start was received,
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CHAPTER V (oont'd)

the whole Battalion was ready.

Contrary to popular belief, mansuvers ars not e continuous
phase of mock warfare lasting & month or two, but consist of week
long problems, the first commencing November 22nd, after whi¢h a
oritique is held and errors and questions brought forth by the pro=-
blem:::lri‘;cussed. The two opposing sides are the Reds and Blues and
this Battalion was with the Reds the first two weeks and the Bluet;
thalrea.f‘ter. During the first two problems the Batta:!.ion saw some.
real actiony in the first ome "C" company holding up the whole 14th
Armored Division for 3 hours, During the remaining 6 problems, how-
ever, the wet wesather usually caused the ensmy tamks to bog down and

there was little for the T.D.8' to do,

During.the whole mameuver the weather was thc; worse force to
contend with, Rain alternated with extreme cold and made 1ife misep—
@able for all, Christmas wes a particulary bad day with contin-
wous rain and sticky mud,but it taught each and every men how to -
live under trying conditions and was certainly beneficial to him
when he oame under identical conditions in combat a year later,almost

to the day,:

- It was after the third problem that Lt. Col., Canlett, the
Battalion Commander, was reliesved of his commaend, and Major Willidm
H. Bardes, then a ma.nsuverl umpire, given command of the Battalion,
Pending . his release from Mensuver Direetér Headquarters, Major -
Rummele, the exscutive officer commanded the Bettalion until January
1st, 1944, when Major Bardes arrived to tak'e command. ‘Major Bardes,
a New York National duard officer, with a background in Tank Dest-
royer work from the 802nd T.D, Battalion and the 2nd T.D, Brigade,
soon took & firm hand om battalion policies and principles and

carried the battalion successfully through the rsma-ining problems,
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CHAPTER V (conttd)
ending the maneuvers with a rating of "satisfactory",

After the last problem rumors ran wild as to the next camp the

battalion was to call home, and atter preliminary orders for move-

" ment to Ft. Bragg, N.C. were omncelled, the Battalion prepared to

move to Camp Campbell, Kentucky. On an exceptionally cold day,
January 16, 1944, the Battalion left ita final maneuver bivouac area
and began & 70 mile motor march to its new station s arriving there

on the same afterncon.,

CHAPTER VI

P, 0. M,

The Maneuvers over, the Battalion now had behind it an excel-
lent record in Basic and Advanced unit training, 3" gun firing, both
direst and indirect, physical training, .mctor‘marchea, and of course,
meneuvers, Now began the péf—igé_ of Pm:;Pﬁparation for Oversees™
Movement“. Here at Camp Campbell was to begin the completing of a

series of qualifications that would make every men in the Battalion

eligible and ready for overseas service,

Wbille at Camp Campbell, which was a well laid-out armored division

camp about 30 miles north of Nashville, right on the Kentucky-Tennesses

border, snd which was located in X well-treed rolling farmland, the
Battalion hod more tactical pboblems and began qualifying all pers-

onnel in all basic weapons,

The camp itself, was well supplied with recreational facilities

such as theatres, service clubs, and even a rollesr skating rink. Off .

the post there wasm't too much. The biggest recreational item was

the furloughs granted everyone here, Fifty percent of the Battalion
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CHAPTER VI (cont'd)

went at & time and by February 20 all officers and men had a two

waaks’ trip home, or wherever they wanted to go,

Back from furlough there was more individual firing, and atten-
dance at several demonstrations, one of whioh "An Attack on a Fortified

Position" was put on by "A" Company,

....... A9

The stay at Campbell didn't last long however, for on March 10
en unexpected order came to move by motor convoy to Camp Breckin-
ridge, Kentucky 100 miles to the morth, on March 12th, for completion
of PQOM regpirements. This new camp was even better than Camp Camp-
bell, Logated Just 30 miles south of Evansville, Indiana, it was
near a good railroad net, and Evansville itself was a recreational
mecca for all men, It was while here that many men were able to
make a trip home, utilizing the Battalion Commander's liberal 3 day

pass policy.

Here at Camp Breokinridge Pd.{ was begun in earnest and completed,
There wasAi;ransition firing in the tommy gun, carbine, and rifle
field firing for machine guns; indirect fire training for the 3"
guns, and finally the firing of the guns themselves by artillery
methods. The officers had night classes in map reading and indirect
firing, The days were full of work and some always overflowed imto
the nights, It was here that the AGF firing test took place, Jjust

Theve  been
as w8 ha,d{imd the Air Ground Liaison Test at Campbell., It was another
step toward the completion of Pd&, end "C" Company's gunners proved
themselves to be the best of the Battalion, Lastly there wers Mili-
tary Intelligence Tests for reconnaissance platoons and S-2 section,
and Malarial Control and medical tests for the whole battalion-fhe
latter being carried out in a blinding rainstorm, as had been the

night infiltration course.

The various IGs' trooped in and out of the Battalion and pron-

ounced it ready and fit for combat~dn excellent shape.
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CHAPTER VI (cont'd)

Then came the weeks of boxing, erating, working, and weighing,
Each man had to have the right Mand kind of equipment. Fin-
ally vehicles and g;uns were turned into ordna:ée, and all boxing of
m minimum essential equipment (MEE) was completed, Now, thqy

awaited movement orders.

Finally, word ceme to move to the Port of Embarkation on July

!.2.,_ In a few days, all equipment was loaded, and on the morning
‘ of July 12, to the martial strains of the 75th Infantry Division
Band, the Battalion, in two sections marched down to the train and
boarded her, Training was complete, POM was cqmplete, and the
Battalion was &t long last going overseas, The first train went
to Camp Miless Standish, Massachusetts, morse familiarly known as

S New Yort iy

Camp "X", via ¥€. The sscond went vie Buffalo and Albany ., Enroute
many bf the men from Pennsylvania and New Yoik passed within a
block of their homes, but as censorship had already been imposed
at Camp Breckinridge and the trip was a searst one,‘ they could
not getv off the train or leave word with any passersby. By the
afternoon of July l4th the second train had arrived at Camp "X",

its secret destination, and the whole Battalion was ready for

processing at this Port of Embarkatf_tc’:n.

Camp Miles Standish was a pleasant little camp located amidst
the scrubby trees growing in the sandy soii near Taunton, Massachusetts.
hmang'é at;ppad off the train and the loudspeekers announced, "You
are now at a secret destination", everyons knew they meant business
at this camp. Immediately there was a showdown ingpection of all
indiviuval clothing and equipment and then followed training in the
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CHAPTER VII (contrd)
i Vel

form of a series of movies and lectures designed to brief the
Battalion in P,0.E, and shipboard procedurs, Interspersed with
the films and lectures each man was given his last shots for

tetanus and typhus fever, Finally, everyons had his equipment and

had completed his requirements,

All was not training and hard work, however, for recreational
activities were quite ample, Several service clubs and theaters
dotied the post, and the PXs were well stocked with ice oream, cokes,
and beer. There were several opportunites for passes to Taunton
and Boston and most men took adventege of them, For those who
didn't care to go to town, there was a superior telephone service
and practically overy man called his home to hear his family or
friends voices for the last time for a long time to come., oOf
Courss all conversation on nilitary matters was forbidden but thsrs

wore few who wanted to waste precious words and minutes on military

matters,

One of the bright spots of the camp was the cafeteria style

mess where "seconds" were alwaye available and the food was alwa ys
ood,
) \0\45(

Finally on July 21st came m last showdown inspection and
after thatr%o&g;xlz"; Lx."ga.d;y to go. On July 22nd with each man carrying
his full equipment, the unit was marched to the train and loaded by
plan into the passenger coaches., The Battalion preceded other units
from Camp "X" to the ship by two days as they were to be the advance
detail for the ship and take care of many details aboard her, By
nine g'clock in the morning the 'train was alongside the Bhipes 4
gigantic beauty, the former"George Washington." .The Red Cross girls
passed out coffes and doughnuts and one by one the men and then the

Each mean was sTﬂFPJM'(

officers filed aboard the ship, off of émerics.n 501l
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CHAPTER VII (contrd) .

after two years of training. Now ahead was Eurcpe, combat, victory,

and eventuel return to the good old U,SA.

CHAPTER VIIT

LONG SEA VOYAGE
= ————

First,a brief description of the ship which was to carry this

Battalion and many other units to Europe. It was now christened

L) " i H
the Mount Vernon, but had formerly been the elite ’George Washington

of the American Lines, It was a huge affair, some 700 feet long and

seven main decks deep. The naval officers were quartered on the sun

- deck and the boat deck, the army officers on the "A" deck, and the

enlisted men on the promenads,"B", "C", and "D" decks. Quarters

for all were very crowded, but the ship was fitted out for efficiency
and not comfort., Thers was ample space on the fantail, zmsd—em-ihe
Fawlsil, and on the promenade and boat decks for exercise, however,

and no one had to stay in hig cramped gquarters,

As has been said before the Battaslion was the ship's advance
detail and ss such drew many details. Some of these proved to be
very hard work, but some brought added "eats" to the workers. Tt
was through these jobs and details that the immensity of the ship and
its inner workings were brought home to the men. Each night the
"stores breakout orew" carried bushel after bushel of potatoes, gallon
upon gallon of ice cresm, and literally tons of meat and other food

up into the ships giant zalley,

The journey itself was without incident. Thers were daily boat
and gun drills but no enemy vessel put in an appearance. At night,
' H
of course, the ship was totally blacked out and in sharp contrast to '

curspmeship- was a fully lighted hospital ship which passed ons night

in mid-Atlantic.
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CHAPTER VIII (cont'd)

Each day there was amateur entertairment provided by the ship's
passengers in the form of buriesqua comedians, singers, dancers,
and 8 band, and they all helped to ease the monotony of the ship‘a
voyage,

e ship :
On each day of the trip, as # wmft ever eestward, the clocks

were set ahead an hour due to é=r location on the earth, and finally
an extra hour to harmonize with the British Double Sumer Time, more
popularly known as "Double-Bubble Time". With this time change
e veryo Nt
teking place each day awr Scon found it daylight at 9:00 PM and then
e ship was
10:00 or 11:00 PM. By the time we-meme in sight of Scotland onm July
8l, the sun did not set until 11:00 and it was still deylight at 1:00
everyshe had
AM. This was a phenomsnon ‘ﬁAh to get used to in England, and

later on to a lesser degree in France and Germany.

After riding at anchor off Grsn'«')ch, Scotland for half-a-day, the
Battalion, less its baggage detail, debarked onto a lighter and went
ashore at Gredbch where & train was boarded that was to take the
battalion on the Tirst leg of its long travels in Burope. The long

sea voyage was over, but many other journeys were to coms,
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CHAPTER IX

UNITED KINGDQM

"Any gum, chun" and "Any candy, Andy"- These were almost the first
words heard from the kids of the U.K. and for as long as the Battalion

was to stay there they were to be heard,

‘Grennoch, Scotland, where the Battalion boarded the train was
Jjust a small vostel town on the Firth of Forth below Glasgow, Soon
the Battalion; in two separate trains was on its way to better sights
and its finsl destimtionls}a_gkggpy!_}Vs.les. ! Both trains moved through
Glasgow which proved virtually untouched by bombs, eand as was sesn

in all Scottish towns passed through, typically neat and clean,

The Bnglish coeches were surprisingly comfortable but there
were no messing facilities, and meals enroute consisted of "coffes"
and doughnuts™, "K" rations, and English meat pies, the latter bou-
ght by individuals at station stops. Unfailingzly at each stop, no
matter where it be, a crowd of children would gather to beg for candy
or gum, or maybe aveﬁ & few ooppers, which of course no one had,
Finally after about & 80 hour ride the battalion arrived at Chepstow
and proceded in the darlt; early morning on a long up-hill march to the

tent camp which was to be home for the next 21 days.

The cemp itself was compiosed of pyremidal tents with concrete
floors, Nissen huts, and wash and latrine hubments. Usually the water
pressure was very low and water was hard to get, and thers were ho
immediate showering facilities or places to heat water, The English
seemed to be blessed with a lack of flies, but they had an over-
abundance of bees, which continually plagued and annoyed the kitchens
and mess lines, Ho-wever orders soon came that the Battaelion was to

be here omly 21 days so anything was bearsble for that time,

MISE (2N e
Here at Chepstow the Battalion had one -aeﬁja:h:-to equip itself
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CHAPTER IX  (cont'd)

completely and be prepared for immediate combat. ¥ow the Battalion
had come overseas with only minimum essential equipment so this
mission entailed drawing about all its equipment and modifying the
vehicles according to Third Army requirements, to which Army the unit
was now assigned. Of course hand in hand with all this wes an exhon-
slve end intensive three weeks of training culminated by firipg all

the machine guns and 3" guns +to zero them in,

The drawing of equipment entailed travels all over England, Wales,
and Scotland but soon it was all mssembled. The Battalion Motor
Ms.intﬁrf}:‘}a personnel set up an assembly line for modifications and
scon everything was rumning sn;oethly, and half-tracks had their
baggage racks, and the jeeps their wire cutters and rear gas and

equipment: racks.

While here, there was still time for passes to CHepstow, Newport; 3
and Cardiff, and this meens the men did get to be aequaimted with the
English people and their "funny monsy" of pounds, shillings, and pence,
However —they weren't too impressed with England orthe pscple and were
Just es glad when orders were received to move to & marshalling area
on August Zzﬁﬂt 3 wooks to the day after the Battalion had arrived
at Chepstow, almost totally without equipment, Now the unit was

ready for combat.

In & motor convoy the Battalion moved on August 22 +o *Weméuthé
assembly area, It was to be an overnight stop and everyone was
bappy for the rest as the trip had been long) and it hed rained almost
throughout the journey. Enroute many quaint little towns were sesen,
with their thatched roofs, and many of the townspeople had remarked
at the nemes on-',;,wr vehicles="Couglin's Casket", "Allegheny Avenger",

"Hitlerosis", "Blondie", or "Rita", i
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CHAPTER IX (contrd)

The next morning and afterncon the final leg of the trip

on British soil was mede and the Battalion arrived at'fb;ffihdrﬁ
"Bilifready to load onto the 1.C.I's and L.5,T.'s. After only onse
month away from the United States the battalion went aboard these
landing craft, fully equipped and fully armed, ready to immediately
step into combat when the bows were opened and the rampslet down
on the beaches of Framme., The vessels, partioularly the L,5.7.5®
had surprisingly good accomodations, there being hunks for all and
plenty of good hot fooH.anﬁ plenty of hot water for a good shower,
Life belts wers issued in event of & sudden need and on the night

of August 23rd, the ships pulled away from shore to join a convoy.

CHAPTER X

CHANNEL CROSSING

The Channel Crossing was very uneventful, but at the same time
was an interesting and welcome experience. Most of the Battalion
was.aboafd ship from the afterncon éf the 23rd to the morning of
the 25th of August and during this time everyons received his Frendh
invasion currency and all had a chance for a last good hot shower,

and were fed several good hot meals.,

The ships carrying the Battalion moved in a straight line
convoy, two rows of ships abreast at about 600 yard intervals, to
the vicinity of the Isie of Wight where the convoy was further
enlarged. All the while each ship had its own barrage balloon aloft

and the whole thingz was a mervellous sight.

The convoy turned south and then east from the Isle of ﬁight
towards the Normandy beaches and land was sighted on the evening of
the 24th. The tides were not correct for a landing, however, amd it

was necessary to wait till early the next morning., Then the ships

page 23

ST —
o po EGUASEIFIED * 2 f
Aullionlly . 73‘ 4 Ié )

fbéggzﬂm&memij'




She 817t Sank
@e/o/bw/ﬂm Battation

Chapter XI
A.D.S.E.C. in France & Belgium
25 August 1944 to 30 November 1944




CHAPTER X (contrd)

came close To shore and ss the water recaded)beaohad themselves on
the shores of Francen-oa Uta.h beo.oh

CHAPTER XI

A.D.S.E,C.
st e e

—_———

When the L.S.T.s' opened wide their bows and let down their ramps
on Utah Beach in Normandy on the moraing of August 25 , the battalion
little realized what was in store for them as they drove off the ships
onto the beach, Bub, the Battalion was determined to do 1ts best,
whatever might be its task, and to have die nsme tfthewbabbation
ranked with those of the best units on the continent., Events have

proven that they did not aim too high,

Though attached to the Third Amyr, the first assignment was to
the Advance Section of the Communications Zone, more familiarly known
as ADSEC. Immediately a long motor march was made, and this was to be,
the rule, rather thai the exception whils with ADSECS from the beach
to the sector of France Just ne#hjef_ﬁl&a_ ”L‘oirre_Riverf where 20,000
Germans ¥Eill held out. The route taken was through famous, but
battered St. Lo Carentan, Vire, south and east through France, with
"A" Company establishi_ng headquarters at Gorren, "B" Company at Mont-
surs, "C" Company at Sabld, and Headquarters Company and the Batbtalion
Command FPost s.? Mayenm*.w..,}?.ach‘ company wes assigned an area within
the Battalion sector and all men went s.b.out their tasks getting the
Teel of things and acquiring "know-how." The tas;ks Wers numerous and
seemingly without limit. The Battalion did counter-intelligence ((CIC)
work; aided the CID (Criminal Investigation Division); established

o
liaison with French and Belglan officials and members of ths fsmous

FFI and similar Belgian organizations; counteracted the newly
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CHAPTER XI (cont'd)

flourishing black market; gathered information on V-1 and V-2 bombs;
and located vest stores of enemy equipment aﬁi ammunition-Bome of
which the Battalion was to have the satisfaction of seeing fired
back at him over the tree tops of the Hurtgen Forest in Germany.] All
of these tasks were performed in addition to the primary mission
which was to safeguard and securs the lines of communicationg-.
involving , of course, train guarding; bridge guarding; patroling;
rounding up of Pifst, snipers{ and ssboteurs; and reconnaissance for

new routes,

The Battalion's duties with ADSZC took it all over Northera
France and most of Belgium, the various units setting up successively
as follows: "A" Company at Gorron, Rambouillet, Sezanne, all in France,
end in Chimay, Belgium; “B" Vompany at Montsurs,Voves, Chateau-
Thierry, Revigny, all in France, and finally just west of Mons,
Belgium; "C" Company at Sable, Chateaunsuf, Riequebourg, Le Cateau,
all in France , and Seneffe, Belgium; the Battalion CP and Headl
quarters Company, together with the two Reconnaissance platoons at
Mayenns, Mereville, Missy-sur-Aisne, and Selles, all in Yrance, and -
Presles, Belgium, | The general route of advance took the Battalion
from its initial position on the Normandy beaches south to the area
around kagenns, then east through Le Mans and Chartres. From here
they went through Paris and north to Compisgne and Soissons, Further
advances took everyone yet further norg through Cambrai and Valen-
ciennes and east into Belgium via Mons and Charleroi. Hers the travels
with ADSEC ended, for the Battalion moved on November 30, from the

vielnity of Charleroi to a combat marshalling area af Schalkhoven,

in the Flemish part of Belgium, just south of Maastrioht, Holland,7

The Battalion's association with ABSEC at an end, it had been

enriched by & kuowledge of the vast smount of work that is needed to
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CHAPTER XI (contd)

maintain the battle units, snd everyome had learnmed to better

any v
eppreciate the problems of ewr armﬁds supply personnal,

With thi¢ tribute from the Cormending Gensral, the Battalion
left ADSEC:- " Gemeral Plank desires to commend you for the
outstanding manner in which your organization has assisted
Advance Section in successfully accomplishing its mission,

You have represented a substantial contribubion %o the operations
of the 4Allied Forces in the European Cgmpaign." Now the
Battalion was ready for the final test of sall its long months

of training and preparation in the United States and in the

United Kingdom. It was ready, and determined, to make its

mofto-'.’ovorpowering‘-'--mem something to the ensmy.

CHAPTER XIT

MARSHALLING AREA

After & six hour motor merch from its assembly area in the
vieinity of Presles, Belgium, the Battalion arrived at its combat
marshalling area, near Schalkhoven, Belgium Where it went ihto
the field and lived in its pup tents. Nearby was the 78th Infentry
Division, to which the Battalion had been initially assigned, but

which it scon left for an assipoment with the 8th Infantry Division.

Here in the gooey mud and almost constant downpour of rain,
. ']Lb
the Battalion refitted and maede final efforts to get itselr s,

58 tip-top shape for the initial combat operation,

4s a protection against possible strefing by enemy planes,
each man dug a slit trench beside his tent, but fortunately thers
were no attacks., Schalkhoven, however, seemed to be on the direct
V-1 "Red Ball Route" from Germeny to the port of Antwerp anfl there

wes almost a continuous stream of V-lg' passing overhead,
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