
J<K' Goc'ppner, A AS, BScA, ScD 
Don Gocppncr 
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IN REPLY RE: C h i e f Warrant O f f i c e r Joe Goeppner 

HQ USAMRDC, ATTN: SGRD-R[-.1L 

F o r t D e t r i c k 

F r e d e r i c k , Maryland 21701 

Mr. Marsha 1 I Hanks 

Tank D e s t r o y e r A s s o c i a t i o n (TDA) 

P.O. Box "DG" 

. T i b u r o n , C a l i f o r n i a 94920 

Dear Mr. Hanks: 

I n o t e w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t , your p i c t u r e and c a p t i o n in t h e February 1983 AARP 

News B u l l e t i n r e g a r d i n g Tank D e s t r o y e r U n i t s . 

On 30 June 1940, ! was s e r v i n g i n t h e Regular Army, Company I , 15th I n f a n t r y , 

F o r t L e w i s , Vvashington. On t h e nex t day, I was t r a n s f e r r e d as a Cadre t o t h e 

Head q u a r t e r s and He a d q u a r t e r s Company, 9 9 t h I n f a n t r y B a t t a l i o n ( A n t i t a n k ) e f f e c­

t i v e i J u l y 1940, t h e d a t e o f a c t i v a t i o n o f t h a t u n i t . To my knowledge, t o g e t h e r 

w i t h Sergeant Fred 0 Chapman, we two were t h e f i r s t two e n l i s t e d members o f t h e 

ver y f i r s t A n t i t a n k U n i t formed i n t h e US Army. At t h e same t i m e , a LTC Paul L. 

Ransom was a s s i g n e d a l o n g w i t h an H. J . i''lcCrysta I A M a j o r , and a C p a t a i n named 

Ha r r y W. Wheaton. I served w i t h t h e u n i t u n t i l l a t e i n 1941 when I t r a n s f e r r e d 

t o t h e Army A i r Corps. We went t h r o u g h a l l t h e trauma o f a c t i v a t i o n , s t a f f i n g 

w i t h members o f t h e f i r s t d r a f t i n t h e f a l l o f 1940. We were f i n a l l y equipped 

w i t h 1/2 t o n t r u c k s and 37 mm towed cannons. Went i n t o t h e f i e l d and t r a i n e d 

v e r y hard f o r t h e y e a r s of 1940 and 194! d e v e l o p i n g t h e Army's Tank D e s t r o y e r 

c o n c e p t . In December 19^1, t h e u n i t was r e d e s i g n a t e d as t h e (899T)i Tank D e s t r o y e r 

B a t t a l i o n which i t served as u n t i l i t s i n a c t i v a t i o n on 27 December 1945 a t Camp 

K i l m e r , New J e r s e y . I t was r e d e s i g n a t e d as t h e 8 9 9 t h Tank B a t t a l i o n on 23 J u l y 

1953, and r e a c t i v a t e d !7 Jan 55 in Europe b u t was f i n a l l y i n a c t i v a t e d f o r t h e 

l a s t t i m e on I May 1958. D u r i n g WW I I , t h e U n i t s e r v e d i n Seven major b a t t l e s , 

T u n i s i a , Rome-Arno, Normandy ( w i t h Arrowhead) N o r t h e r n F r a n c e , Rhine'and, Ardennes-

A l s a c e , C e n t r a l Europe. U n i t was engaged s p e c i f i c a l l y a t Remagen B r i d g e h e a d , 

St Jean De Daye. Awarded Order o f t h e Day o f t h e B e l g i a n Army, B e l g i a n F o u r r a g e r e , 

D i s t i n g q u i s h e d U n i t C i t a t i o n s and o t h e r awards. 

1 t h o u g h t you m i g h t be i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e r e a l b e g i n n i n g o f t h e Tank D e s t r o y e r u n i t 

i n t h e US Army fr o m t h e unitfe f i r s t O p e r a t i o n s S e r g e a n t , B u g l e r , and Message Center 

C h i e f . I t y p e d t h e f i r s t o r d e r s , d a i l y b u l l e t i n and assignment i n s t r u c t i o n s ever 

p r e p a r e d by t h e u n i t s i t t i n g on or:e 30 ca1 Ammunition Box w i t h t y p e w r i t e r s i t t i n g 

on a n o t h e r i n a p y r a m i b l e t e n t on I J u l y 1940. None o f t h e Companies had y e t been 

assigned any personnel and t h e personnel named above were as be s t I can r e c a l l t h e 
o n l y people a r r i v i n : : a t t h a t s p o t on t h a t day. 

Very ,"finQgrrel-y y o u r s , 

CWOfjbe G o # p n e r 

USA 

Flowing Springs Road » RFD 1, Box 802 • Shepherdstown, WV 25443 • (304) 876-2490 



for th is un i t; 

' am the proud owner aand possessor of a Unit Crest/ an Enlisted Man's Tank 

Destroyer collar ornament, a Tank Destroyer Shoulder Patch (Tiger grushing a 

Tank in his mouth). 

I considered my service with this unit a high point in my total service which 

has now extended for more thanl^ 40 years, to date. I have held every enlisted 

rank through Master A^rgeant, Every Officer F^ank through Lieutenance Colonel 

and every Warrant ^p^icer Rank through Chief Warrant Officer, W-3 which I am 


