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SUBZECT : Lessons from the present campaign.
70 t A.T. Officer VII Corps.

1. Following ere comments on pars. c. end d., letter, subject Le *Uﬁ% fr
present cempaign, EQ VII Corps, 25 June Lk, &/
8o Tank destroyer as assault guns:

(1) Against automatic weapons. : :

(a) Th2 prime consideration when usxnc TD's as assault guns is
the probable tareat of ensmy armor. Cnce TD's are committed in the role of assault
vespons, breaking contact to accomplish their primary role becomes increasingly dif-
ficult. However when no enemy armored threat is iminent it is felt that utilizing
the fire power of a TD Bn. in a support. role to the infentry is justified rather
than 56 guns remaining idle.

(b) Destroyers can efFectlvely operate sgainst enemy automatic
weapons if close support is afforded by our own infantry. In one instance destroyers _
were used ahesd of the infantry and an enemy grenade was thrown into the open turret
of the destroyer thus stopping it and causing casualties to the crew.

(c) It is felt however that our medium tanks could accomplish the
task with use of the ¥G's in tue tank more economically then the destiroyer that is not
designed for this type of fighting. Unless the enemy automatic weapons are heavily
fortified or emplaced the Infantry uortar ‘or Tank can essily handle the taske.

(g) In this type of firing HEsmmunition with direct hits or ricoc-
het, will accomplish the mission. If in the event of emplacements APC followed by
HI is quite effective.

(e) 1In this role close liaison with the 1nfantry for  the purpose

of terget descrlbtlon end locetion is necessarye. The infantry elements when stopped
can identify targets +to TD's that are holding up the edvence. For example; “Around
that bend is & 20MM gun firing down the road“ With the information the TD can pro-

csed and accomplish the tabke. ' -
/ﬁﬁ»”——f‘“'““féﬁ"ﬂgﬁfnst fortified positions. —
' (a) The 3" AT gun hed difficulty in piercing 4" of concretea‘

e

In one instance 56 rds were used (e2ll hits) and only chips were knocked out. In LY

tests in Africa and Englend up to 7" of concrete was pierced but the German emplace-

(2on to hoo yds. ) (e ' :

e S S (S) The avertures in these fortlfled positions are the targets
which can be fired upon by use of a forwaerd observer tied in with combst wire and
remote control devices. At Grisbecqg this method wes employed by TD's ana the results

were excellent. I+t emounts to direct 1nd1r°ct flrlno.

b. lNew developments in the attack of fortlfled p031t10ns‘
(1) See par. a (2) (a) & (b).
(2) Recommend that a higher velocity gun be used.

Vagor 89Cth TeDs Bn.,
Cormending.
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ments are reinforced by steel plates up to 2" The 56 rds were fired at short ranges /:
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