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d . , l e t t e r , s u b j e c t Le -3 
b^n-^-, f roQ the 1. Fol lov / ing are cosu^ents on p a r s . c . 

present ca^^ipaign, KQ I T I Corps, 26 June kk. 
_ao' Tank des troyer as a s s a u l t guns: 

( l ) Against automatic weapons, 
. (a ) Ihs prime c o n s i d e r a t i o n when us ing TD's as a s s a u l t guns i s : 

the probable t h r e a t o f enemy armor. Ones TD's are conimitted i n the r o l e of a s s a u l t 
v/eapons, breaking" contac t t o accomplish t h e i r pr imary r o l e becoraes i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f ­
f i c u l t . However when no enemy armored t h r e a t i s i m i n e n t i t i s f e l t t h a t u t i l i z i n g 
the f i r e power of a TD 3n. i n a support ro le , t o the i n f a n t r y i s j u s t i f i e d r a t h e r 
than 5^ guns remaining i d l e , \ , 

(_b) Destroyers can e f f e c t i v e l y operate a g a i n s t enemy automatic 
weapons i f c lose support i s a f f o rded by bur own i n f a n t r y . I n one ins tance destroyers 
v.'ere used ahead of the i n f a n t r y and an enemy grenade was thrown i n t o the open t u r r e t 
of the des t royer thus s topp ing i t and causing c a s u a l t i e s t o the crew. 

(_c) I t i s f e l t however t h a t our medium tanks could accomplish the 
t a s k w i t h use o f t h e MG's i n one tank more economical ly than the des t royer t h a t i s not 
designed f o r t h i s type of f i g h t i n g . Unlass the enemy automatic weapons are h e a v i l y 
f o r t i f i e d or emplaced the I n f a n t r j ' H o r t a r or Tank can e a s i l y handle the t a s k . 

(d_) I n t h i s type of f i r i n g HSammunition w i t h d i r e c t h i t s or r i c o c ­
h e t , w i l l accomplish the m i s s i o n . I f i n the event of emplacements APC f o l l o w e d by 
H3 i s q u i t e e f f e c t i v e . 

(e_) I n t h i s r o l e c logs l i a i s o n v / i t h the i n f a n t r y f o r the purpose 
of t a r g e t d e s c r i p t i o n and l o c a t i o n i s necessary. The i n f a n t r y elements v;hen stopped 

can i d e n t i f y t a r g e t s t o TD's t h a t are h o l d i n g up the advance. For example; "Around 
t h a t , b e n d i s a 20I#i gun f i r i n g down the r o a d " . With t h e i n f o r m a t i o n the TD can p r o ­
ceed and accomplish the t a s k . ' 
^^^^^>r- — ('2")~l\^aTnar€~f o r t i f i e d posi t i ons . — " — ~ ~ '~ 

J ( a ) The 5" AT gun had d i f f i c u l t y i n p i e r c i n g 4" o f c o n c r e t e . y/x.. I n ons ins tance 5° Ĵ ds were used ( a l l h i t s ; and only chips were knocked o u t . I n 
/ t e s t s i n A f r i c a and England up t o 7" o f concrete was p ierced but the German emplace­

ments are r e i n f o r c e d by s t e e l p la tes up t o 2". The 5^ rds were f i r e d a t s h o r t ranges 
( 200 t o 400 yd s . ) . , V '—; : ^ -
~~ "~ (b ) The apertures i n these f o r t i f i e d p o s i t i o n s are the t a r g e t s 
which can be f i r e d upon by use of a forv/ard observer t i e d i n w i t h combat v^ire end 
remote c o n t r o l dev i ces . At G-risbecq t h i s method was emplo^/ed by TD's anu the r e s u l t s 
v;ere e x c e l l e n t . . I t amounts t o d i r e c t i n d i r e c t f i r i n g . 

_b, ITew developments i n the attaclc of f o r t i f i e d p o s i t i o n s : 
(1) See p a r . a (2) (a) & ( b ) . 
(2) Racoj-OTiend t h a t a h i g h e r v e l o c i t y gun be used . 

K." LORAIOS, 
Hajor (y89SHh T .D. B n . , 

Comtm.8ndino:<. 



H d q r s . , 899th T.D. B n , , 
l a t h e F i a l d , 
15 JvOy I 9 i a i 

LESSOMS LS&RiiED ON M V milfS 

The "Lessans l e a m e d o n J/k V Tanks by t h i s B a t t a l i o n hare been ccmfined t o one 
or tTvo d ^ ' s a c t i v i t y a g a i n s t t h a n . They are SSYT and s i i i p l e , 

I , Gaaoui lage ; - . ; 

a . The Gernian has outdone h i m s e l f h^re» The tanlcs observed vfere covered 
Y.dth a T i r i o l e u H - l S k e sur face g lued t o t h e h u l l and t u r r e t . T h i s had a r i p p l e d 
surface t o reduce g l a r e a n d i s p a i n t e d i n ^ a d e s o f green muck as an American 
p a r a c h u t e . Qhisr t h i s was chiclcen T d . r e i n fihlch he p u t f r e s h branches i n a v e r y 
n a t u r a l manner*. The r e s u l t i s as p e r f e c t a camouflage i n t h i s green hedgerosr 
c o u n t r y as cou ld be o b t a j j i e d , When h a l t e d a g a i n s t one of t h e hed-jrero'-.'s the tank i j 
• p r a c t i c a l j y i n v i s i b l e , as proven by t h e des t royer crew Yfho knocked out the t i j r e e 
( 3 ) r e a r tanks i n a column of f o u r {k) ene:iy tanlcs ?d.thout seeing tha l e a d tanS 
vihich was under l50 yards i ^ o m t h a a , ' , ] . , 

I I . T a c t i c s t - - ••; '..." v . vV " 

a , Mk V * 3 have been used i n a i r p a r t i c u - l a r sector i n groups of h or S 
t o g e t h e r i n a t l e a s t t'wo cases - . r i tnout accaapanying i n f a a t r y , 

b» He moves v e i y aLowly, s topp ing f r e q u a i t l y fear observat i on and t o make 
use o f n a t u r a l cover . I n t h i s manner he a lso u t i l i s e s t o i t s b e s t advantage thje 
e x c e l l e n t c3?.ouflage laentioned above, , j -

c . "sShen. h i s t h r u s t i s stopped i t seeias t o be every t a n k f o r h i m s e l f a:id 
g e t o u t t t e ; b e s t way p o s s i b l e . The*remaining tanks proceed b y o ther r o u t e s and seek 
o t h e r avenues of advance or T / i t h d r a w a l . Gunners c a i t i m e t o fi.re even a f t e r ; 
t a n k iias been s topped by our H . E . and set a f i r e * . . . • , .' • 

d . These tanks i v i l l a t t imes ^ o w themselves i n order t o drasf luaveroent 
f rom Taik^Destroyers cr by ar^ armored v e h i c l e s and T O U n o t i i r e on siaaLl v e h i c l e s 
or personnel T i i i l e d o i n g t h i s . T h i s v.-as observed i n t h e edge o f a heavy T/Doded 
a r e a . The V ' s Y / ca ld p u l l out s l o w l y , m t h d r a v f then reappear i n another ^ o t . 

H I , V i v l n e r a b i l i ig-1 ^ " 

a . Contrary" t o popular b e l i e f , the Mk V i s v u l n e r a b l e t o 3 i n c h i i r e , Tha 
t a l k has s e v e r a l Yreak s p o t s , namely: I 

^ 1 ^ Sides and back o f t u r r e t - approx. 3" p l a t e , 
(2 ) Tcp of t a l k i n f r o n t o f t u r r e t . This takes a l u c k h i t or v e r y 

good gunner a t c lose rangS. A hJ.t must be ob ta ined on the lower h a l f o f t h e gun . 
d i i e M thus d e f l e c t i n g t h e shot dosm i n t o the ajTmronitiofn cospartmcaTt be l i ind the 
d r i v e r , - I b o u t 1 " t o 1 - 1 / 2 " p l a t e h ^ r e , 

( 3 ) Sides j u s t al^oye t rade o r j u s t imdar t r a c k e a s i l y p e n e t r a t e d . 



Xn»"jr» (Uy fi?oi thS' C3poc:r,%r.ca tl-jo c£ t L o t a i l c -.. 'o,il.l a l x be casU:/ 
-•-onetratcc, ap.xv-ru to* have f r o a 2" i-o 2',V« p l a t u ±a z:ocix*. 

" (^) ' i^ii ' - f - o : * e l elope is'i^osf t o o hoUvy for i b a 3»»t' to pcr!sti'£.te 

r'Tid deHec^ iq:^rorci3 c o i n j no d^zan^,. Oxo l d . t cn thz 3 0 C G I . , b r l l r*.xinb cconro 
i t> I o j iT^lo -oe l j bade thx-a t h s t o j i c and f i r e d tlxu v ^ i i c l c . . 

> Kcu-Qvar^-rrii p f -^o i rat im '^ - ' tmr f -obta ined o n t h e i^svcrse 01? " b e l l r 
3itjp«» i t i - f l r o n t o f -tha'?«k 7 a t a iraa>:?> of̂ ''-a;ppro:-riJ'&^^^ l l J j yards^ l l x i a r iay ' - -» 
lijiyd I x x j i a CfiancD.ip<sr-.otK'fi,tio-a and uhoixLd r .ot b6 r G l l a d o n as a a alxiin» p o i n t * 

a , i'ho P a i t i i e r IJc 7 t-sAic i a a forsridable^ onsSfŷ -aEdt-. mo ^sea-v iag o f , .. 
• . . u t i a : n-.ou. aic-'i'P-^<2»- •'•'o n t r j i d i ji.*: t o t o v , z GJTZ i»J O'^i'^ H c m a ^y-sajuor .-.''cEr - " „ 

1213 I l l ^ h Vcacci^y I'x* xc a good gun* L<3 Iaio%73 h(5?r xio uno h i u ta r± 
:i?d Treapor. t o t i i o •ztc.oet c f f i c j - o . x r r £L :1 dj::G a> as a l l t i i - o a . Ho co^jxtl-a-ics t o 
i i ^ t ^vexi Tv'lien. h i i i p o a i t i a i i s ho:xxLejJo, Mis t i u i k ±3 s l a r i :i;:id I i a r d t o Eassrjrer 
un t i i G p r c c ' T x u narro?* roaci iv I l l s v i s i l ' ' i l i t y i s ppoi" xfoan. bubt^xied -q^* 

b« To s-.ta up the f a c t f j f a r i j o j n i j d TO r t i g i t rsqy e r j f i , : h t i 3 - a 
cougji ccnpct i -bor b u t oac tJ;:at h^is boeci tv-i-aag3il,7 beatea by t : : r ! i -10 'Xaric 
Destrc jrc -r l .re r i u s t r ^ t -jract h±:i fa. :c t o f -c© and e lug i t c i \ t ^ <icjpci:>iiL.-i3 o a 
Iu.ci:>- b u t be CjCca : j ipl iL! .h 'Ai b y aix rv^i 'iecr/i'^rribxiity 'X^upl ' j^ ' . i u h v^i 'y g«:>oi 3i~.d 
-•--iarcx:rh :;'wonii2A3car:co on f o o t v ' . u n :i'cescar::,rj, b-r o - r -ji-hoi p o s d . b l o , l£ ve 
"jsa -Qi^ i n i i i r a n t E i i b l l i l y o i ' c?ur - j earx j i i csxd ait-t2aneu-^K)r t l i u IJc ho caa bo 
f3TKKrood b y .tiuj^ 3 xnch gjon*:.. 

7olla:~J-nj p r e co';r.xsits o.)" the ga:^ O C H W C L T / ca:m=K.di:;rs c£ tJ:e B a t t : ? l i a i l i i o 

Go 9A«f • 

l a v i . r . f Oi, t h - i .^aot t h a t i t i s a j " - o r . '2 ' .b l3 t o porrstrat^^ t : '^ - :!>:̂ ?ntcJL a n o r 
. j : ' t h a VL: 7 «i>.i:Lt:-x>v'i 'J^LTX '̂J: ' v i t h j « /vi-OiiV :vTTani.tia^ i t o l j - ; ; I t i c 
Ttooch-ctcd dr . fn r i t o t c p t a c tanic b7- ] n . t t i i ? ^ tins iav&a'- h n " ^ a " t h e gun 
i i j L o i i o r by h i t t i ^ T f ? xhJ b a i l •i.oi^iXo-^ •r^'iixxi z"^!. "Jx- f > ; ! l l 0 . 1 n g roccn 'Eriia -L . ic :J 
-Jca' t i e a i jloy^csni c f t l i e Fr-lO Tj^ik iDsjrDro'^'^r rjrc r v J c • 

a , Xa 3&ci) i l i -Jod J i H t l - b a : : ! dt-funcslv'tj josl->;i<..u.« :mO«S! al-ioiJjd b o p l a c e d t o 
ci;3liTCS ' . , l ! lre- on a ; :x/roaxiiX!^i ISc 7 t a n k s frcsx r-be s i d e 02- reo.T as xi\aj b^'-pass 
o i r - A»S^ p c s i t i m a * ThB e a p l a ; m e n t o f 90 sai AT Qms G o r o i - i i i j r,veritios c f 
tpTproadJf i s rQcamiaidad far - f r o n f c a l i i r e cn 7 it2r&s#..IicriTarer^ i t 3Uir& 
IxT bomsi.. i r j a a i i that- . eiBSiy. ooltaaQS caanot 'as e j e c t e d t o .-^oroacii c u r p o c i -
t i x m s d c m i ^ i i res i t i;s of t r i i ^ m l * 

b ; ; I X a m g „,an at t^ j ck v i t h iS-lO^s i t i s l i i gb - ly d e s i r e d t h a t 7 t-anirg 
be pp ;^viGiruy. l o c a t e d 'so .tilsdj- f l i i n k i a g sjoraaonts caa be i n i - i a t a d i n c.-der t l a t 
f l r V bo.doliT3X'3d f i r m t h e fLaaks CE", r s a r o f l ik 7. "?.-a-itix;r W : ; I J ; S « » 

CoLr.K^>r fH3»> 8 5 ^ h T»3^ Bn̂.̂^̂^̂^̂  liiaDI^aOPu^r - Ccrxnandlng Co»t 
As i r<3sul± of action o f "C« O-o m t l^e dssy o f J;.ily l l t h , i ^ l ^ ^ a;~iLr-^-t 

!Jk 7 5* p i s r i i i a r TanI-:3 thj3 f o U a T i n g , axa^acait s a r e - s i d a j , 
a^A!b£nm&r' -oosElbls IS-lD.ts- s h o i M t r y to . a r i j u i i ta^l-o cad t o T . a i t u z r c i l 

t h a f i i o i n t o t h e a ides car r e a r t l i e t a i l c , 3 " A FODH? J . - - C 1 1 
chjot I^f/jcsr i 3 o r t i a i o f t h e gun s h i e l d ox- a s l n t im>o t i c u:'uo::^-pir.t-c 
c£ ihs/ : i !rcHitaX asKJoer- t i l l d e s t r o y a Panther ta".k». I t . it a l '-cct irnpojuLblo 

u :rx5c:i: o..fc b^^ l d : . t a i i : : i t i n t l i o front ore obhri*-plice» 

( 2 ) 



c :&i a '^ank L - ^ r o v c r b s t - . i 3 t t o aao t h o serbs t l 0 l i ixufclly 
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SQBJ":;C2: Loaaona i-oarr:od ©ĵ l b a t t l e D^cporisncos, 

. A t t n J i^nti-Tpji . : Of f l o o r . 

! • I n eoaplianco w i t h I'oquoot f o r i n f o m a t i o n on "Losoom " 
Loamed and 3attia ilxpei'ioncoa*'^ the follo-;diis Daeiraai*y o f Idaaa 
by u n i t s o f t h i o orsaxilsatian l a su'biaittoal 

C O . , Oompaiiy " i^ ' * , -S99th aiu 

"This oo;2pany hag found, the most doslroablo type of r a t i o n to 'ba 
t '̂jo daya's r a t i o n and ono' day 0 or 10^1* fbo 0-ration or 10-1^ 
13 d i 3 t r i b u t e t o tbd 1\D. platoons attaohod to tiio^ I n f a n t r y 
OattalionB^ fl^o J3 r a t i o n i s s u f f i c i e n t to fead thoi^? and Socsjrity 
poroonaol l io t inenlsj^ and to pxtsirid© ono l io t laaal per day for tbo 
dosjtroyor platoons "̂ /hlon arta noritsally takan t o the dostroyor 
plato<5n3 a t timos whoa tnoy supply oasio " j i i th assaynitlon^ watf^s ^ 
d i o a o l , etc- flair* prov i loa Vm do^troyor platoon ' ; f l tn one• hot 
meal loer dayi^ romainint^ aieals are-ps'ovldod oy tho platoon f r o a 
tneir^O or 10-1 r a t i o n s . " • 

a . O . , Gospariy X'^ 899 i^ f . P . 

' ' f i^3 oo^spi^y f o r tho paut year aad 3 monthsi iiaa <^aploysd t.i;iO 
^ D o e u r i t y sootlona of 'th$> tar̂ :?© dostroyer platoons as a supply axid 
s e c u r i t y platoon luidor tho loaderaMp of tho senior soour i ty 3;5t»-
I t has •••vaon foimd I j spraot ioni f o r the soourl ty so.otion to rocain 
' ^ t d t ' l s f . f • platoon i n oonbat and to tho d i f f l o n l t y Invol'^od 
TfcO'a ona B o c t i o n attotnpt^ to supply t h e i r platoon alono- r ! i ia 
platO'-n ^oTdor one dead aupplloi^ a l l tl-irc?o platoons ^dth. t ^ ^ r d n -
imias yao of vohicl^Sj pernannel and confuoi:::n» 

I f secur i ty i s roquirod by a dostroyer platoon dur ing t i i o 
n i . sdt a oootlon of t d i s platoon i a sont oot to p a r f o m t h a t a laa ion 
and r o t u m s tlisa na:tt o o m i n g . doplacosaenta. f o r tda dafitroyor _ 
platoons ooEO from t h i n o o c u r i t j p l a t o o n . 

( S -nt 'd j , j 

( 1 ) 



\ 
\ 

'*iJMer uila sat,-up tds Oon;pany CP i s t l io atspply p o i n t f o r aXL 
platoons . 3:ippllo9 f o r ftia- o n t i i - ^ company aro Drou;:int to tho company 
supply p o i n t ' froo tao roar by. tho loaa t aaount of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
nocods&ry. ;3«p3:;lio3 Qsins f r o n tho Jojapany Cf to th© f ia toono ar© 
oonoontratod i n t o tao onal loat load poss ible* Often i t has boon 
f i ind t a a t ono v o M c l o oari supply a l l throoplatoons i n r o t a t i o n * dot 
odo'jf iThon a¥al l : iblo l a ŝ snt out w^tli tno regnlar' B u p p l l o B , f l io 
plaiioons o a l l i n th-©lr roquiroaonto a t noon ©acli day to, t&o Oo. wP. 
f i le noooaoary supplieo aro i n s e d i a t o l y picked up and on tho way t o 
t-ia nlatoon by ITGO. Thorofor© a l l snpnllos are takon oso:̂  o f beforo 
d a r k . 

To approciato t^iia set-up ono sunt seo i t i n ac tual op©ratJ';on*** 

v>ntrono:dad i n ooncroto dugv-out p i l l boxoa, i^gilch aro aoveral f o o t i n 
tdlctoieosj, td9 l a t Platoon Co. d»':in support of ti io 3rd 2 n , 6C>th I n f . 
I d j ^ t * , f i r s t sprayod tno a2-'?sn adjacont 'to tao p i l l bo:c vti't>li H . d . to 
r o a t out th0 rookot lasimebarsi. Xt lias boon found t h a t rockot launobara 
are dabi t u a l l y amployod alon^sldo... ooncroto ©raplacemsnta t * i l o d hsva 
bi-son found to contain only small f i m a , tbaroforo tdeso rooket 
launchors aro oaployod to .stand -of f tanSt attack.. Sscond tho doss t roy ore 
f l r o d a t tho ap©ratu.roo o f tho p i l l box, a t tor ipt ins t o g r i n d t h r u 
by ropeat ins t h o l r f i r© ^ m t i l they tho dasxred o f f s e t . APC used 
i n ponotra t ins tho concroto i n a l l oases* 

Old typo AP t s u l d bo 3ore dosireablo f o r t h i s typo t«ork mion . • 
follo^fed -upon brealdns t^nrn tho m i l . ' * 

i n oosibattins onoay i n f . 

• p.;hii-n:L h , CA.;;fhh, 
Hajor^ Si)9th f . D . ^ . 
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