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The followin: couments by Lt. Col. Van e Pyland, Com-
manding, €36 TD Battslion, relctlive to the Dual Mission of
Tank Destroyer organizetions sre forwcrcded ss beling ot in-
terest.

HEALQULRTRRS 636th TA™: LLLTROYER EATTALICON
Office or tl:e Fattalion Commander

APO 464, U. S. Army
7 Yarch 1944

m Pual Kission or ti.e Tank Destroyer

The primery mlcsslon or the tenk destroyer 1s aovnerent
by ite name, thet is Cetense szainat enemy ermor. In care
ng out this primery mission even in an oifensive situs-

tion, the tank cdestroyer seecks ty the exploitation of ter-

rain and sawver to masintain an arvanta & over 1tz heavier
armored enemy, the tank. SIpeced 1n tre occupation of rosi-

tiona, flelds of fire coverin. nrotalle averues of anproach,

consealed and dug in .ositions have become & tried and ec-

. ospled tlotinl of succesrful "tenk killers®.

lgw ln eritirely new :1leld for the temk destroyer hase
been tried and proven in tlie camralign in Itely., That is
its secondary role as artillery. In thet this role 1=
played by the tarnk desirover a sueh ;rester percentesge of
ite time in thie thecter, 1t 1s well to conscicer the chara-
steristies of the wcanpon =nd how it ecan be mede to rit
both 1ts primary snd hecon.rry missions,

The sroateat danger of thie tank cestroyers employ-
ment as trtillory 13 that 1t w1ll not bte positioned and

, read* in 'the path o7 the ernemy ar:ored attrok, This 18
‘\ 80

utely essential end rightly reco.nized sa tank des-
troyer teasties, Yet to place the tank destrover in this

\ aireet fire position premeturely 1le to exnose it to un-
.nececspary casusltles from enemy fire ancd to sserifice its
- tremendous fire power in i1tes secondary role ac artillery.

Here 18 how tre dual mission can be-lboomplished sug~-

r"cumf‘v‘lly. The flat trajectory, high velocity 3" :&un on
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the M=10 mount must be positioned behind very little mask
so that the minimum elevation will enable it to fire at
close~in targets. The usual artillery plece will ococupy

a position behind a mask trom which a destroyer can only
be fired at its maximum ranges. This means that positions
suitable for artillery are not usually suitable for the
tank destroyer. ' :

On the other hand the destroyer's primary misslion
demands that i1t be further forward near good routes and
¢lose to its previously selected direct fire anti-tank
positions. So it i1s believed that if careful considera-
t'on 1s given the tank destroyer in the selection of its
indirect firing position, that it ~an perform its second-
ary rcle without danger to the successful accomnlishment
of its primery one. These are the fundamental rules:

‘ (1) That the indirect position be well
forward and as near the probable avenue of approach of
enemy armor as the terrain permits,

- (2) That this position afford at least
flash defilade or concealment, but a very low mask in or-
der to exploit the close as well as maximum renges of the
gun,

(3) That good routes lead from the indir-
ect position to the direct position.

v (4) That the ammunition requirements of
the direct and primary mission be constantly in mind.

; (6) Trat the capabilities of the 3 inch
gun fired indirectly by forward observer methods, at fair-
ly close ranges, using delayed fuse, at enemy pill boxes,
bunkers, and stone houses be thoroughly understood.

If these rules are known and practiced the tank des-

- troyer can accomplish its dual mission snd completely justi-
Yy tts existence and its extremely high cost to our govern=-
mens.-

_ In rule five (5) above the registering of one gun of
each platoon of the battalion on a common bese point and
closing the sheafs, enables the battalion commander to fire
one gun or mass the fires of thirty-six in a very small
area with terrific effect. .

VAN W. PYLAND
Lt Colonel, Infantry
Commanding



