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1--SILVER ST4R leDAL--By direction of the President, under the provisions
of AR 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and pursuent to the avthority con-
tained in Peragraph la(l), kemorancum lo. 34, Peadguarters, linth United States
army, © September 194/, the Silver 3tar Ledsl is awarded to the following
¢« « « enlisted man:

Ll -

* F * * * *

Sergeant James ., Pearce (Lrmy Serial Number 35793258), Field irtillery,
Ceompany &, €92d Tank Destroyer battalion, Unitec States irmy, for gallantry in
action in Germany on 2 December 1944. In the early stages of a battle for an
lmportant town, friencCly forces held part ol & torn on cne side of a river. .
During the night enemy tenks hadé caused heavy casnalties among the infantry forces
by crossing the bridge over the river and firins at point blank range into cellars
where nen werd forced to seek cover tecause of the extremely heavy mortar and
artillery fire. CSergeant Pearce, a tank destroyer cun commander, realizing that
our forces could net take the town as long as the enemy tanks could come anc go

at will, veclunteered to place his tank destroyer gun in a factory 30 yards from
the bridge and enemy lines, Uith the help of other volunteers and while urdar
extremely heavy artillery, mortsr, and :achine gun fire, Sergeant Pesrce, at great
risk to his life, placed his gun in positi
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1 sition to prevent any .ovement by enemy
tanks that would imperil friemcély trocps. His covrage anc devotion to duty are

in keeping with the finest tracditions of the armed Torces of the United States and
reflect the highest credit on Sergeant Pearce and the military service. Entered
military-service from #iddletown, Chio.
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By command of the DIVISION COMMALDER:
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