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PREFACE

This, the everseas histery eff the smcend plateen
is net a detailed stery but Just a memerandum ef
seme of the mere impertant accemplishments of this
plateen‘s cembat histery im Furepe., This was written
entirely frem memery, as cemsership regulatiemns prevented
the keeping ef am accurate plateen diary,

T/5§ «CeChapman,

11 TeDeBN}
Ren,Ce,.2nd,
Plateen
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WK 811 TANK DESTROYER BATALLION

L/

RECONATISSANCE COMPANY STCOND PLATOON OVERSEAS HISTORY:

On the fourth ef September 194F,after having spemnt abeut ene week
at Camp Myles Standish im fimal preperatien fer everseas mevement
ywe bearded the U,5.,5,General Breeke,

At a wee hour in the merning ef September fifth we sailed eut of
Besten Harber fer destimatien umkmewn, After a very smooth veyage
and a few cases ef sea sickmess,we arrived at Cherebeurg France
onfthe fifteenth of September.It was here that we get eur first
view of german fertifications amd the havec wreught by the invas-
ien beth frem sea and land,Over the side of the Brooke to barges
to shere, At this peint we bearded Army G.M.C.Y and em te Area F,
where we spent eme week getting eur equipment,alse getting eur s
share of Framce's mud,rain,calvades and pup tents,

On the twenty secemd eof September we meved te La Mare Du Parc,
France where we put up de luxe pup temts of all descriptiens.
Almest upenm arrivalwe meved eut te rum 2 ceastal patrel and tw
established three 0,P.% everleoking Fnglands Islands of Aldermay,
Sark,Geurnsey and Jersey them eccupied by the Germaiws,Number one
was at Sieuville,Pramce Sgt. Berry in Charge,two was eur plateen
CoPy with It.G.R.Harris im chmmgnd,( HARRISS HASH HOUSE N§ ONE).
Number three was at Omaha Beach with Sgt.Schnell in charge, A
coastal patrel was rum with S/Sgt. Mergam in charge, November the
eigth saw us geing back te eur bataliom area which was a virtual
sea of mud,

On the ~leventh of Nevember we started eur leng jeurmey te
Iuxembeurg ending up in pup tents eutside of Mersch Luxembeurg
where we waited fer eur firing cempany= te ceme in by rail.During
our wait frequent trips were made te the fremt where we saw eour
artillery in actien against the vaunted Seigfried Line,(Pvt,lVoe,
sheoting in the night,at feur legged Xrauts with smtlers."Such
geings en!)

On Thanksgiving Day,we meved te Kristmach,luxembeurg te our
first imside billits, At this peimt,with eur guns in indirect:
firimg pesitiens,we mamed am O,P,at Berderf,everleoking Germany,
On December the sixteenth the Jerries started te threw a Tew back
at us,chasing us off ef eur 0,P,(HARRIS HOUSE N8 TW0),Scads ef
chicken, Schmell fired his first shot of the war at a mice fat
perker,result,scads ef fresh perk te eat,

The Germans started their Arrdemmes effemsive on December the
seventeenth breaking threugh and takimg the tewns eof Berderf amd
Cemsderf, 'Col, Brewnfield decided te defemd the high greund eut=
side of Kristmach everleeking Waldbillig.This we did with sucesss
after almest a weeks hard fightimg. A push was them started which
dreve the krauts back imte their pillbexes in the Seigfried Line,
At the start of the attack eur first sectiem was the left flank
guard and the secend was the right., TLater the first sectien was
pulled dewm below 7aldbillig te ge im em feet te draw fire frem

german pesitiems that hag gne of o dqgtreyers all but kmecked
eut, German fire was se intense weﬁiad e back eff te the high
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ground back of Waldbillig, It was en these hills that the first
amd secend sectiems acted as imfamtry im muddy,celd,rain filled
foxholes until suppert came, Upem beimg relieved we gsat up many
read blecks,eutpests,and security pesitiens. A1l of this was dene
under cemstant ememy artillery amd mertar fire that was intense.
A1l ef us will always remember Kristmach,net enly fer eur first
taste of cembat but alse fer the friemds we all made, (POP"Glesner?]
wis geed stremg celler and eur"C" ratiem Xmas dimner in it met te
memtien his beer we dramk,beth that we payed him fer and that, that
we dramk after he left,due te the germans getting ever clesee.)
"Oh,yes" and Mghns smiper treuble causes the Redskin te sheet hell
out of Gleesners upstairs windews,
Om December the twemty sixth we teek off fer Arlen Belgium for
a Eest but get stepped and went te a task ferce with our B.Co.and
part of the minth armered te whem we are attached, Our first secti
om was part ef task ferce Carstairs and the secend part of task fe
ferce Cellins., W8 teek off amd fellewed the fourth armered‘s
Eanks up the auxilery read te Siebret where we started em eur part
f the relief ef Bastegme by taking Siebret and pushing en nerth
and east taking several mare tewns thus epening the main read te
Bastegne thus elimimating the supply preblem and allewing the
101st. evac., hespital te get their weunded eut eof Bastegme which
was still umder heavy german bembing amd shell fire,The secend
plateen spemt almest eme selid memth im dugeuts.The weather was
mest imclimate with bitter celd amnd unrelemting smewsterms. We
were under coenstant ememy shell fire at all times and had enly
one days relief and that fer emly a few of us. Ve lest Higgens,
Wit with shell fragments,"AH", RELIET at last and back te the ’
company but much te everyemes serrew its just a thirty minute
peried and we get an erder te get ready te meve back te France
for reerganizatieom and a real rest,but this meve didemnt effect
the secend plateem or B.Ce. (Vestling gets a german halftrack)
Tnstead of geing back we wemnt ferward te Bastegme te help
stave off a reperted armered threat. We were greeted with whe
the hell are yeu,where did yeu ceme frem and whe the hell sent yeou
by the 101st.Airbeurme C.0, He said he didemt really need us but
held us in reserve and put us em a bald hitll eutside ef Lengchamps
where we stayed fer feur days.Ve them came in te Savvy where we ha
had ene heated reem and a hay mew fer a billit.We spent three days
here for maintemance and then en te
TOY= A hard fight,imtemse germam shellfire,dugeuts,celd,rain
and smew galere, Scads ef german tanks,
Neville=The P.47'S de their stuff beth em german tamks and
us.
ps=Relief?yes for the 101st., but met fer us. "E get
J t te the 17th., Airbeurme Div, The mext week was just a 1
repitien ef the past,
Wieceurt=Back te the cempany.Take off em recemmaissance
missien te Trivigny, picking up B.Ce.enreute amd en te

Steinbech="AH ME2 " At last we get relief as the third platee:
cemes up.
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Travigny=Back te Bataliem Hdq.A shert rest amnd Temmy Watts
leaves us with trench feet,

PHANGE OF SECTOR.=Back te Iuxembeurg.Attached te the 80th,

Div, : :
Medernach=Geed billits,beer, Leeking fer direct fire pesitie=
ns on Seigfreid Line,

Beaufert= Attached te B.Ce. and the 318th, regiment of the
80th, Div. Twe day billits waiting fer the bridge te be cempleted
accress the Sauer River, Bridge is in and ever we ge te german
soil, Inte the weeds and em security pesitiems, February 13th,

Betenderf=Geed billits and in every night after every days s
shell dedgeing. Cemtact patrels with 318th,

Crutchen=Nere of the same, We lese Schrmell and Debarbera.

Frielimgen= Jerryd em the rum,geed tamk hunting.Allisen
gets Purple Heart and Ash is sectien sergemt.

Meterderf=Mere fair billits amd back with the bataliem
Ter eme night,

Biersderf=Fine billits and a geed rest with the cempany,

Off te a bald hill wsiting te take off with the Feurth Armered
Cavelry, (missiem camcelled)

Bitbeurg=0ff en a screwey missien that wound up getting us
erdered offeef the read.( we all saw twe stars that day) Vas iss
prierity?) :

Attached te 89th, Div, fer pecket cleaming missien,=cads
of land mines (missien cancelled) We take off fer

Saarbeurg=Leng read with reute marking detail,Geed billits
at the end and scads ef geed Saar Wime, ( Ok my achiéng head)

Mere ceomtact missens,Onte

Zerff=Screaming Meamies galere, Jerry is beginning te crack
and the prisemers are ceming im fast., Omn te

Brittan= Krauts are emn the rum,Feet patrels are sent eut
and bridges are feund in tact.Ememy is centacted.

Nunkirchen=Patrels arecsent eut again. This time bridges are
found blewn and aferd is feumd. Lets eof eire and ham(helle Haas!)
Haas get= a meter bicycle (Das iss mein Heward)

Kaiserlautern=THE KRAUTS are really rumning backwards at a
fast pace rnew and the rat race is emn, e step east ef Kaiserlauter
78 it the jackpet by fimding a celler full ef Cegnac,Wine,Liquer,
Champagne,and Brandy, At dawn were off agaim em peint recemaissaan-
ce , Attached te the 319th., Regt. 80th,Div, Off fer

Tudwigshafen=en the Rhine, After rumming all day Cel.
Coestelle gives the secend sectiem the bumbs rush te try amd take a
bridge in tact, Result all bridges kaput. Back te

Tgldrehweiler= Geed billits and a shert rest,

Gau Algesheim=Route markimng te this burg as usual what weuld
they de with eut us? The krauts welceme us with a few reunds.scere
ene hit em a backheuse, en te=

Bretzemheim= Tair billits and a feur day break. Cegmac steck
dreps te a mew lew but Camerem still say‘s "Lets have anether
drink"., Ash makes staff and 8kim makes cerperal,

The second takes eoff for Mainz amd ever the 1726 feot bridse
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sceress the Rhine River te catch the 318th.Regt.80th.Div, We
cought them amnd teek eff en peint recenaissance te Hembeurg.

The VE109%S straffed hell eut of us and Bremdal had a picnic with
his fifty Cal, Frem here we meved imte a small tewn where we get

2 missien te clear twelve towns which we did im three hours and
teok scads ef priseners,Lt. Harris received the Bremze 8tar fer
this missien.Ve them meved cleser te Kassel and feund a warehouse
full ef Cegmac amd Whiskey (My Achimg Head amd Back)

Kassel= Ran inte scads ef Tiger Reyal Tamks, Lest twe plateeé
ns of destreyers., WE sat up am O,P., and reperted their mevements
y,result the kreuts lest their Reyals. Kassel is kaput. A kmaut
officer gets tired of war amd trys te ride heme on his bicycle
yone mere prisemer, TE meve twe tewns east ef Kassel and Sgt. Berr
y sglmest gets shet eut eof am 0.P, windew,The 69th., Div,., pimches
us eut amd we ge back te the cempany.

Helzhausen= Geed billits and them off te anether secter
reute marking te Getha. ‘
Seebergen=Prims O0,P, with scads ef beer and visability,geed
chow tee,
’ Smire=Our deughs take it em the chin, A shee warehouse is le
leated by the slave laberers,lets ef excitement, Perfect 0.P.
up in a church steeple.
Dietenderf=RBack te the cempany and mere swell billits,
Trfurt= Quite a fight resultimg in a mass surremder,VE get
guns galere amd seme goed cameras,Chapman gets Browning Shetgun
via Tt. Harris. Our Hdg. gives us a bumb steer and we wemder
areund half the might and finally find them in the tewn of Mac
Nemar, i mean
VYeimar=This was a ene night stamd in geed hillits.We hear
of the death of eur Cemmamder in Chief Presidemt Framklin D,
Reesefelt, On te
Gera=Treuble with the S,S.eiir missien te clear twenty feur
tewns em the Autebahm flamks with the help of eur ether twe pla=
teens, Im one of the towns we are the reciptients eof Capt.Parsens
recennaissance by fire.(P.S. The Capt . gets the Purple Heart eff
of a Wmet Tifty barrel,) Waile the third plateen was sheeting their
7,0, lead eff ame at the S.S., treeps and the first was tied up
on the left flamk the secend went em te take (HARRISTOWN)
Veerane(Harristewn)=Yes we teek it all alene,taking ene
hundred snd three prisemers. WE alse replemtished eur supply
of drinks again and teek dezems of prisensrs pistels,Backing eff
at dark amd reemtering the mext merning te fimd the 318 im the
tewn Tinishing the jeb. They toek seme twe hundred mere priseners.
We alse captured fifty mew german trucks ef which we kept three
for eur ewn use, The bataliem them meved im amd we stayed em fer
feur days. Schmelland Mergam came back te us and we get Rusty anmd
Tead " Freskh frem the States".
Chemnitz=We get te its eut skirts abeut ready te meet the
Russians and had eur missiem changed.
Persderf= A twe mightbstand,
Schweisderf=Feur days en the highest hill,in tents,fer

maint - : - =
aintenance and s?ort ?rm&,ggtxsgg_?.rm!ﬁt,l (fooey?d pe

N e gt S TR '
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Bamberg= Berry,Schnell and Chapman take off fer shell casimngs and
return with scads ef cheese,pickles,pears,cherrys,and a barrel ef
cegnac, Lt.Harris says "Camerem yeu will still eperate that radie
evan as 2 private" te which Camerend emly reply is "Dammit that
calls fer amether drimk". Om te

Nurmbeurg= Birthplace of the Nazi Party.Rest im marveleus
billits. A geed G.I. shew im Hitlers Plaza, Our first shewer in
menths.Ve think the war is abeut ever fer us but get badly feeled.
Off en a fa=t read march until we start accress ceuntry im mud
galere,Geod 1d702 tanks,Thanks te the tamks fer me sleep that n
night. Over the DAnube River te

Regansbeurg= In again and eut again and en te

Pleisks~hn= Missien te sweep weeds fer air cerp‘s, This we
did sheetimg,hundreds of reunds of amunitiem and getting feur
priseners, Ceming eut ef the woeds we saw dezens of deer rumning
away frem us, Ne time was lest and mime deer were shet and we all
had plenty eof venisen fer twe meals, Om te=

(AUSTRTA) Muklderf=Reached eur destinmatien cemtacted 14th, armered,
Teek112 prisemers imclusive of a cemplete germah staff with a
Gel, im charge., Our dutchman Mahm threws his P,F.C, at the Cel,
We them teek everftheir billit which was a very beautiful
Chateau. Again we get eur supply ef wime and cegmac,the finest of
continental bramds, The ewmer beimg an emglish ceunt, Sms WS then
reverted te cempany taking eff fer=

Braunan= Ye cres=ed the Imm River and en te =

Steinderf= We had a fire fight with seme krauts at a rail=
read, They waved the white flag ef surremder amd when we went
dewn te take them they epemed up em us,we backed eff amd really
let them have it in a big way. They finally gave up,that is these
that were left did, Bremdel shet dewn a german liasem plame by
deing seme excellent sheeting., On te=

Vecklamarket= Amether hard fight and the cavelry leeses a
light tank and a M8, Pamzerfausts get them beth,

Vecklabruck=0n a night patrel te check areute amd bridges,
finding the bridge blewm and rumming inte scads ef Humgarians
etill under arms, Back te Vecklabruck fer twe heurs slecp, UP
in the merning and en te =

Helzleithen=We go areumd im circles,take het ceffee en the x
run, e cress the Traum River,'

Pergern= Cne-ndmiPPSgwiien=be= T ank threugh the bridge .

Steyr= One nmight stand, On te= :

Kirehderf= Task Ferce Black,cevering the flamk, Te teek a
kraut Vajer amd his staXf,payrell amd all, e disarm a Humky
garrisen cemsisting ef a Majer amd 250 mem, e then try a little
meuntain climbing with eur vikicles amd all reads lead te trails
We them wemt up the Traum River te pick up the 80th Recen; then
dewn te Spital?lyhrn) where we received the surrender of the
German Tth.Army inclusive eof several panzer divisimms. This is
the tewm that held the 46,0003000,000 dellars im Humgarian gZmld

plus the reyal jewels, AT THIS POINT THE WAR_ENDED WITH THE
UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER OF ALL GERMAN MILITARY FORCES!
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We stayed in Spital fer twe days, Ash,Teemey,Marsh andStevens
teek off en a missien imn the meuntains te try amd capture seme
nazi party big wigs reperted te be im hidimg there, Upen their
arrival they foumd they hed takem off the day befere, They dis=
armed a let eof die hard S,S., treeps and get quite a cellectien of
pistels, We fished the meuntain sbreams beth with hand gremades and
fishing tackle havimg fair luck catching a few nice raimbew treute.
We then teek off fer=

Laakirchen= We spent thirty five days here deing maintemance
en all ef eur equipmemt,clese erder drill,calesthenics and guard
duty em a read check peint, Ve alse erganized seft ball,velly ball,
and hiking teams, Sheeting meets were held with the secend runeing
away with all ef the prizes. Bremndel,Vestling and marsh all wem pass
s te Paris, Passes were alse givem for Thienmville France,Paris,and
the Riviera. Ome day trips were takem te Gmumden TLake awd te Hitlers
Berchtesgaden,Our billits were nice but crewded,that is when every=
ene was present, We had plemty of beer,seme geed mevies and generly
a goeod time was had by all ef us. We meve te=
' Bebingen= This is where we are mew and where this masterly
manuscript was writtem., Our billits are the best we have had se far
with geed beds,het shewers and half medern latrines, We spent mest
ofveur time deimg maimtemance and pulling guard em twe read check
peints and a cheese warehouse centaining eme quarter eof a milliem
peunds ef cheese, & few passes te Paris were issued frem here, We
erganized the 811 club with beer and sandwiches being thke main
attractiem. Crap and card tables were the main forms of emtertaimm=
ent. Thirty herses were ebtaimed for these that like te ride, The
seftball league was cemtimued with Recem's team deing quite well,

JULY 3rd, This is a day ef days fer us as we are starting eur
trip te the UNITED STATES,heme and furleughs.fer all ef us,

THUS ENDETH THE OVERSEAS HISTORY OF THE SECOND PLATOON
OF RECONNATSANCE CO}8117,.B.BN,

Auther&riter,

T/5 Richard C,Chapman.
Ce Authers

S/Sgt.Jeseph V,Ash,

Sgt.Rey F,Berry.

T/5 Geerge M, Jerdan
Cever By

T/5 Jehm Debarbera,
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