811TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
TRADITION AND HISTORY

Our Motto, "Ferox Inimicis" (BOLD AGAINST ENEMIES) may we always uphold
it,

The functions of the 811TH TANK DISTROYER BATTALIOM are q.llegorically‘
based upon the Babli. and historic strength of St, George slaying the dragon,
slaying the tough hided ferocious, fire spitting, dragon single handed,

On our shield we have gules, a lnicht in armor, with spear and shicld,
mounted on a horse salient, trampling a dragon reguardant, wings extended,
crgent, breathing {irc proper, tho spear thrust through the neck of the dragon,

In order to know the backK ground of the 811th, let us go back over the
yoars to the origin of our parcnt organization, the Sixth Infantry Division,

The Sixth Infantry Division as it w7as organized by the War Department
Order on November 17, 1917, was corprised of the 1lth and 12th Infantry
Brigades and commanded by General Jemes B, Erwin,

The Sixth Division was transported overseas in late June and July,
landing at Glasgow, Liverpool, Southhampton, Lehavre and Cherbourgs The
Division Headquortcrs vras established in the 9th Training Area in France,
in Chateau Villian, It ms heie that ¥ajor Goneral dalter H, Gordon
assumed command August 2, 1918, _

The division occupiod scetors in Alsaco, and late in Oetober the divisions
supported the 89th Division in the lMouso-irgomne offensive, In Hovember & he
division relicved the 82nd and noved into the Verdoresur-liousc. Aroo,

Wadle in Frouce, the 6th Division hiking from scetor to soctor carned
the seubriquet, of the "Sipt-Socin~=Sixthh,

The division was ordered to join the Arip- of Oceunntisn in Gorary
when about half the troops worc ontrainod for the trip to thc docks,

nrias 1921 various units wore incctivated and on Scotanber 30, 1921,

the 6th. Diwigiog.possed from the list of active divisians,
Whcih oxpangibn of the ormy began 4in 1939, the Sixth Divisien was roe-
aetivated, It s organized as o trienguwlor division on October 12y 1939,

at Ft, Lowis, Washington, Its componcnts wrore lst, 3rd, and 30th regimnts

of Infantry, the lst s d 80th regiments of Ficld Artili_ry, the Hcadquorters
and Military Rolicc Company, the lth Signal Company, the 8th Mcdical Battalion,
the 7th Quartermaster Battalion md the 6th Ingincer Battalion,

. The lst, 3rd and 20th Infontry and the 1st Ficld Artillery date their
historics back to 178k, 1783, 1812, and 1792 respectively, Each of those-
regimonts has o long record of battle achicvements, - -

In 1940 the division had several units removed and others rcdesignated,

Ir 1941 the division consisted of the follering organizations: lst
Infantry, 63rd Infantry, lsot, Sist, 53rd and the 80th Ficld Artillery
Battalion writh the usual division service units,

Januery 26, 1941, Hajor General Claronce S, Ridloy commanded the division
at its new permancnt stotion, Fort Leonord Wood, Mo,

The 1st, 51st, 53rd and 80th Ficld artillery units furnished the
cadre forthc 6th Division Provisionnl Antitank Battalion shich s lator
redesignated the 606th Tank Destroyer Battalion, The Cadre from the 606th loft
Fort Leonard Wood, ilissouri, in order to arrive at Cam Gordon, Georgia, on
April 10th, 1942 and under the cormand of 2nd Lts lfarch, the 811th Tank
Destroycr Battalion ~ms activa - , R a8 i

Nowr Aet wus look into 44o histary of tho udlts that fumtishod’ tho cadre of
6th Division Provigional intitank Battalion,

FIRST FIELD RTILLIRY ;

This unit w7as orgenized from the 1st Battalion nt Fort 5i11, Oklahoma,
the 2nd Battalion ot the Presidio of San Francisco, California, in May, 1907,
consisting of Battery A, organized 1901...s the 30th Battery, Ficld artillery:
Brttery B organized 1901 as the 19th Battory; Battery C orgonized 1898 as
Battery D, 6th Ficld artillery; Battery D organized 1792 as Porter's Company of
Artillery; Battery B, organized 1812 as Ogden's Company, 3rd Regiment of Artill-
cry; Battory F, organized 1861 as Battery D, 5th Ficld irtillery,

In.the War of 1812, Battery E fought at the Battlc of Stoncy Creck, Canada,
on June 6th under the Command of in Towson, Botterics C aud E fought in
the Séminole of Florid~ War, 1835-2842, In the Moxican Iar, 1846-16L8, various
batterics fought both os Infentry ond irtillery, uis artillery Battory B fought



at Palo .ldtoy Resooa de la Pelin, Hetroamoros, Monterey, Tunca Vista, Units of

the 1st Ficld .rtillery played o leading part in the buitles of Oo boras,
Cheroubusco, Chopuletee and various othur ‘angagements, !"Stonczalls! Jackson,

then a licutonant, was 2 member of tho regient,  Luring the lottor ongogement
more than 21% wore killed or -rounded. The yaare 165 sad 1885 sawr wencrous engage-
monts irith Indicns fa. the Rio Cronde Vally of Toxas. _

During the Civil Jary 1€61.-1065, the butterics irere scattered aleng the
Rio Grande and Baticry D wms locabed at Fort Sumter,

lost of % he rogiment served in the jamy of the Potomac as light artillery,
D Battery, as it is ner imom sor service in mary battles, notobly the Eleven
Days Bottle around Richmond in June, 1862, and taok part in the Sccond Batlo
of Bull Run, iugust 30, 1862, [ntictom, Scpteabee 17, 1862, Goitrsburg, July 3,
1863s  Battery E fought in the engegomonts of Seven Pincs, White Onk Siamp,
RBuli Run, Willimmshurg, Virginia, 1862 ond /ntictom, Soptember 16-17, 1862,
3attory F was prpctically annitdlated ab the first battle of Bull Pun; on its
reorganizotion, 4t took part int he battlos of Gaines Hill, Malvorm Fill, lntio=
tam, Gettysburg, and Honover Court Housc, Over sceventy cngagements were token
part in by the Batteries of the lst Ficld artillery during the Civil War,:

In the Spanish-.mcrican War, Battery D took part in the battle of El Cancy
in Cubcy ond E ond F took part in the canpaign in Phrto Rico, Battory D was
sent to the Philippines in 1899, participating in cighteeon engagements,

In 1917 the regiment wras ~sscmbled ot Fort Sill, wthere its permonent
stationed . remained until liny, 19L1, -then it joined the 6th Division ot Fort
Leonord Wood, liissouri,

Ten battle stroamcrs, cuthorized by the Wor Departmant, are earried on
the regimentoal stondard,

THE FIFTY FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY . : .

‘The 51st Ficld irtillery Battelion tras constituted on incctive unit of
the Regulor irmy October 1; 1933, and designoted as the Slst Field .rtillery
Rogiment, It wos redesignatod the Slst Field artillory:Battalion and made
activg at Foért Sill, Oklahoma, October 1y 1940, roceiving personnel and
cquipnent - foom tho 2nd Battzlion of the lst Ficld Artiiiory Reginent, The
Battalion came to Fort Loopard Wood in. 1941,

THE FIFFY THIRD FIELD .RTILLERY o
Th cld ard -Baiialdeigs . . 2
FOrIt B 5 K omr.y -on Ugtoljer 1, <1980 as:an,intc “part. ofgbho &th Dévision,
The officersaand enlisted man “roro obtained by ransfer or renssignment from the
3rd Batialion of the 1st Ficld artillery Rogiment, . - AT

_The Batialion was stationdd at Fort Sill for nearly cight hmonths ond then
moved to Ford Leonard Wood, Missouri, on Moy 27, 1911,

“THE 80TH.FIELD ..RTILLIRY
The 80th Ficld .rtillery, a World War unit of the 8th Field Arti¥iéry
Brigades 8th Divis .on, wns orgeniged ns the 22nd Cavalry ot Fort ‘Oglethorpe,
Goorgin, On Nowember 1, 1917, the 22nd Cavalry was rcdosignatod the 80th :
%cld i-.rtillcny,. The regiment served overscas from August 22, 1918 until Junc
] 19 90 i
On September 10, 1921, the 80th Ficld .rtillery was mode innctive, On
October 1, 1933 the regiment was reconstituted, The 3rd Battalion, 80th Field
«rtilicry, was mode active by transfer of nersomnel from the 3rd Battalion, 17th
Field .rtillery, which wes nade inactive, Thore is no historical conncction
RS-EER the 3rd Bottalion, 17th Ficld irtillery and 3rd Battalion, 80th Ficld
CXY»
The 80th Meld wrtillery joinced the other units at Ft, Leonard Wood in
lay, 1911,

«s¥you con seo the widbs that furnibhod the cadro for”tho 606th,. thlick
in t urg furnishofl the cadre forthe 811th, have o long and ceurcgeous history,
With representatitves of thses units and the replacements that now make up the
811th we should make our mark in the historics that arc to como.

The 811th was stationed first at Camp Gordon, Georgiz with Lt, Uol, Lawis
We Haskel os the Commanding Officer, While at Camp Gor ~n the Battalion was
one of four battalions attached to the 1st arny Corps Tank Destroyer Group on
June 2, 1942, per GO 23, lay 12, 1942, this Battalion was attached to the
Sceond army, On the 13th of July, 2942, Lt, Col, Haglel wns transforred tofthe
AGF GS, The Batbalion Bxecutive Officer, Copt, John Fleisch assumed cormand
and on the 22nd of July, Lt, Col, E, A, O'Hoir Jjoined the battalion and assumed

*
While at Camp Gordon, 1st Lt. Charles Ce Kissinger joined the battalion
and ectivated the tedienl Detachment, A cadre of six onlisted men from Fte
Jackson, South Caroline were the first to Jjoin the detochment,



From the Ist to 3rd of October the battalfom prepared for a temporary
change of statiom.' Om the 4th of Octiober the Bsttalion started their three day
trip to Camp Heod, Texas,

A% Camp Hood the Battaliom was assigned to the 6th Tank Destroyer Gnoup
of the Advenced Unit Traiming Center,

While at Camp Hood, the buttalfon establiched new records and broke mast
of the old records, The battalion was used to demomstrate tactics for visiting
General on several occagions,

Headquarters and Headquarters Company om the 28th of Deccmber reccived &
lettor of eommendation from Colomel Purdue, the conmanding officer of the 6th
Imnk Dostroyer Group for the completeing of the Army Ground Foroc Physical Fitness
Proficioncy test with the high scorc of I47 vuk of & possiblo 166,67, or 88.23
-por coirbg

Thc 811th made @ higher score in the Army Ground Force Proficicney Test
than other Tank Destroycr Battalfess, This test comsistod of tactics, firimg
for both soparate companies and +he BattrIion as a tnit.

A% the ond of the threc menths coursc at the Tark Destroyer comtor, 411
recruits came to the batiniion, In order they might hawe tac advartage of
training under ideal conditions afforded Temk Destroyers at. Camp Hoed, the stay =%
Cemp Hood was extended. This pormitted the men to go through the Tank Huntimg
Village which was of immeasarable velue 5o them, '

4% the final review at Camp Hood, Tews “he recruits joined their cogpanies
in an impréssive ceemony, It wus ot this review, February 27, 1943 that
Lt Col Fdgar A, O'Hair annownced that he had received orders to report to Camp
Bowlc, Texas and assume command of & Tenk Destroyer Group, The Battaliom
Em%ive Officer, Mejor Albert R. Brownlield them assumod connond of the Battaliom,

The battalion was again onr the move om the I6th of Mcréh, This time the
nove was a permament chonge of station from Camp Hood, Texas to Canp Carason,
Colorado. Again the 811th Tonk Destroyer Battrlfkmr ecme through the time
loading the train amd pulling owt of Camp Hood in record brocking tine,

The arrival of the battalion at Camp Carson created quite a bit of oxclic=

' it was the st .'i'gﬂestlwmrﬂa licm, detely

stridc ond ‘efter a few hours was scttied and at home in its & r
A fow days after erriving the battalion held = County Fair at which all TBA
equipnent was displayed, Isvitations were sent to all nilitary personnel on the
post. Unusual interest was shown end ebout five thousand gucsts availed
themselves of the opportunity of viewing our equipnent,

dbout the first of April the 811th was host to a group of National Neowsmen.
and radio correspondents, ; :

As you have scen the 811th is & unit that always goes beyond vhet it is
required to do, They are never satisfied with being as good as other battalions,
but always strive to be the best,

Prepared by the S~2 & Se3 sections.



