Black, White Men Shed the Same Colo_r Tears
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HONORING THEIR COLONEL—Black officers of a highly decorated
World War IT army unit whe honored their white commander, Col. Frank
S, Pritchard of Lansing, Saturday. Left to right, are Ulysses W, Walkins,
5t Louis, Mo.; Leonard I, Burch, Chicage; Robert S, Willlams, Washing-
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s. Capt. Thomas, al-
winded three times
g badly, continued
to lead a charge of his men
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German tank al -

FIRST TRANSFERRED

Dr. Thao M. Campbell,
himself a retired colonel and a

ediatricia Tus e [nsti-
lul{' in Alabama, was the first
officer transferred o
“hard’s new outfit.
never trusted white men.
1 much reason to
trust th until T met Frank
Pritchard. 1 soon trusted him
and loved him. He is a truly
great man, What more can [
say?" Dr. Campbell said at the
banquet,

Ulysses W. Watkins, retired
licutenant colonel and now di-
rector of education for military
pn-lr;unm'l at St. Louis, -Mo.,
said:

g

“Three men  gave me my
motivation, guldance and inspi-
ration in

life—my

he colonel most of
all because he gave me what
hl.ltk pen want most—sell re-

SET GOA

Walkins said Col. Pritchard

told the newly formed battalion

that the world would judge
them years later on what

did then. “All he ever asked of
us was that we take pride in
ourselves and insure that in
later years we could be called
good Americans,” he said.

recalled that

wanted soldi ers, not a race of
people.

“He instilled such pride and
dedication in all of us that we
never talked or thought about

acial differences. 1 think we
I knew that if we talked
about racial problems, the col-
onel would come down on

hard, He could be tough
he made the 8l4th a
fighting unit.
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weaknesses  and strengths of
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Col. Pritchard and His Officers During World War I

Men Don’t Forget Leader

Concluded from Page One

Leonard I. Burch, a Chicago
funeral director who served as
headquarters company ¢ o m-
mander for Pritchard, com-
mented:

‘LIKE
“He was like a «
whole battalion. Nothing has

had more impact on my life
than my association with
Frank Pritchard.*

Forest Walker, refired lieu-
tenant colonel who Is now an

official in the Oldsmohile per-
sonnel division in Lansing,
spoke al the banquet, saying,
in part

“Col. Pritchard, this is a pil-
grimage. A pilgrimage to show
the respect, love and pride we
have for you. We are here o
honor a man who did
important things

civil rig

fl4th \-Ihl} rtpc.s'lu.l t'n, claim

that the “colonel is a great,
great man™ 3
Robert L. F a Detroit

businessman; Charies Thomas,
a compuler programmer in
Detroit: Serro S. Nelson,
postal supply administrator,
Omaha, Neb.: Claude W. Ram-
sey, Detroit  businessman;

Christopher J. Sturkey, a De-

troit postal official, and John
W. Hurns, a New York busi-
nessman.

ADDED PRAISES

Charles J. Richards, an
Oklahoma City oilman and a
white man who asked 1o serve
with Colonel Pritchand and his
Negro battalion, also attended
the event and added
praises of the colonel.
ards,
outfit.
18 men and officers killed or
wounded in the war.

There was more than serious
1alk at the gathering. The men
came 1o the Detroit hotel Fri-
day aftermoon and they talked
way into the night, Pritchard
went to bed at 4:30 am. and

wn had him up again at

1, funniest and
saddest days in World War 1L
Thers was more humor than

anything. Dr, Campbell re-
called the time he entered a re-
stricted combat area without
knowing the password, He was
stopped by a soldier who was
about to take him to headquar-
ters al gunpoint. Dr. Campbell,
frustrated, blurted at the GI:

man, when was
last time you ever saw a
German? The GI
od. told Dr. Campbell
ssword was Yankee, and

“Good Ged,
ﬂw-

walved him on.
There were some wild stories
ahout H'P (‘n onel’s driver, Wil-

Th ruon called him “Mag-
E'I:" They rn-rlllc-d his being
'l'hl.' olonel’s pet.”

"Muagzie was a terrible
drl\vr and nobody dared speak
Iy to him for fe ur ol an-

the colone F

|]

ditch or lmu 1l
thing. We never figured why
the colonel kept him as his
driver. We learned later that
the colonel and Maggie were
World War [ veterans together
and the colonel sorl of fell
sarry for Maggie. Why,
Maggie got on the wr
and drove the colonel right
down to the middle of a column
of 200 Germans. He nearly got
the colonel killed.™

Walker kidded Pritchard
ng up his promotion
bocause he thought
1 was unkind to Maggzie."

LACEMENT

The colonel’s men were an-
gered when the division com-
mand took away his command
car. 5o, they stole one from a
German town, painted it with
army colors and fixed it up 10
such an extent that Col, Prit-
chard was “‘the envy of every

Grand Ledge Teacher Group Position Told

No Summer Vote on Contract

By MIKE WAGONER
State Journal Stafll Writer

GRAND LEDGE—Members
of the Grand Ledge Education
Association (GLEA) will not
be asked to ratify a master
contract agreement with the
Board of Education during the
summer wvacalion this Yyear,
Harold Goldenberg, GLEA
president, said today.

This means that if teachers
in the association have not ra-
tified the 1971-72 contract prior
to June 11, when summer va-
cation beging, They will not be
asked 10 vole on the agreement
until school begins in the fall,
Goldenberg said

ONE OF 2 THINGS

*This will do one of two
things, either expedile negotia-
tions this spring or delay ratifi-
cation through the summer,™
Gaoldenberg said.

If po agreement s reached
betore June 11, the GLEA bar-
puining team will still be au-
thorized 1o negotate with the
board team through the sum-
mer months, he said,

The most recent GLEA
membership newsletter e -
ported that the association be-
lieves that summer meelings
“are unfair to those members
who are out of town , . ."

*“Teachers hiave summer
jobs and attend summer
school, and o s dificult to
contart 1 hem™ Goldeabery

waid
GLEA met onoe last summer

and defeated a ralification
proposition, but school sturces
’

sail that two other scheduled
GLEA moetings failed to pro-
duce a quorom.

The 1570-71 contract was not
ralified by EA untd Aug. 31,
the first day teachers were re-
quired to report to schools.
Classes began Scpl. 1, on
schedule

NOT SURE

Kenneth T. Beagle, superin-
tendent, said loday that he is
not sure of the implications of
GLEA"s new resolution.

=] don't know what discus-

sion took place al their meet-
ing or whether or not teachers
would work withou! a contract
1o allow school to open on Lme
in IJ'\c fall,” Beagle said.

“We have not received a
communication as yet [rom
A even nnnouncing their
intent to begin negnl:.al.l.ona.

Goldenberg said that a letter
requesting @ starting date
would be mailed to the school
board today.

“We hope we can begin ne-
zotiations within the next
week," Goldenberg said

MSU Gets Manuscripts
Of Tent Show Dramas

The melodramatic era of the
tent show is over, bul a new
collection &t the Michigan
State University Library pro-
vides @ unigue pcnpm:l.ur of
old-time rural

Manuseript and typn.mp:
copies of 75 tent show dramas
from the repertory of the Ho-
sier Players have been loaned
1o the Lbrary for duplication
by Harold Rosier of Jackson.
The Players, one of the last
tent show companies in exist.
ence, last performed in Brigh-
ton in 1969

During the last half of the ni-
neteenth and the enely years of
the twentieth u-nulr). the trav-
eling shows, under mo-
dified circus tents, flourished
in rural areas of the Midwest,
South and Seuthwest.

The plays, often written by
the actors themselves, lifted
froan novels, or pirated from
successful plays, confirm what
Harold Rosier has said of the
tent show: I was just enter-
tainment. If you wanted cul-
ture, you didn’t go.”

Attitudes  reflected in the
plays are those of rural Ameri-
ca=virues of agrarian cul
tures, small town-hig city con.
flicts, and the homey side of
life.

Somme of the titles in the MSU
collection, which includes both
comedy and  serious drama,
show the flavor of u- tent

shows: “Cinderella or
Held for Ransom," ‘(‘.m
Sweetheat,” and “As tht

Shadow Falls or Paid, a

commander in Europe.”™

The men told of the time
they stole some pigs from a
rman farm and began a pig
rbecue. The colonel walked
by and the men thought they
were in trouble. But, he shced
off a chunk of pork, ate it and
passed on with the mmmﬂnl
“Bury the bones dn TS

bottles be given to each en-
listed man in the battalc

Col. Pritchard told his men
he wanted two black game
cocks for hattalion mascots,
Hut, before the episode ended,
the colonel had 13 of them

crowing while the outfit tried
to sleep,

WERE l‘*}‘ FUL
I

Oriande Ward never lmt\t‘(‘tt‘fl
our camp. He just visiled my
game cock pen. I think 1 got a
promotion because of Gen
Ward’'s fondness for game
cocks. [ don't know whatever
happened 1o the birds, but T al-
ways suspected they became
fried chicken,™ he said.

To belp him remember the
reunion, Pritchard’s men pres-
ented him a large, framed,
felt-covered board on which
were  attached two bebutiful
bronzed figures of game cocks.

“It used to amuse me,"" Pril-
chard said, “ths I
was traveling in a dangerous
combal area, there was always
a heavily armed ring of men
aArou me, know there
was a detall of men to watch
over the old man. [ guess I was
a litle hard to watch though,
especially when 1 visited my
combat platoons on the battle
lines at night. T felt that was
important. | Jearned quickly in
the army that you never ask a
man to do something you
would not do yoursell. My men
were great fighters.""

ALSO HONORED

Pritchard won several med-
als and commendations hime
self.

Pritehard recalled:

“0One of my proudest mo-
ments in the war came when
Gen. Tony McAuliffe heard
talk that my men would be
moved to another division.
The general told the pentagon
that if they lml: the Gldth away
from him he would pull his
whaole division off the line. We
stayed and each of us slood a
little taller. They were great
men, all of them."

Frank Pritchard's balding
head reddened n little as he
heard one of his men say ‘lhe
colonel was sort of a
man's Abe Lincoln to us.' F!u
rough volee returned to domi-
nate the scene as he said:

“Look, enough of that, We
lived, ate, worked and fought
together for three years.
never thought of you men as
black. | hope you never
theught of me as white,"”

A sllence struck the room be-
fore Col. Pritchard continued,
“and now, I've heard enough

ise of the old man. Some-
£ot me o drink,"

| A black men stumbled
over themselves as they
rushed 1o obey the colonel’s
commantd.




