
Ode to Paul Gibbs 

And another great man 
Out of World War 2. 
Awful risky for sure, 
But lucky Paul did pull 
through.

North Africa at first, 
Blown out of a jeep. 
Fighting Hitler’s Rommel, 
Got after that creep. 

Then next to Monte Casino, 
The fighting was bad. 
But none of this phased 
That reckless Minnesota lad. 

That boat ride back home, 
With 20 dollars to start. 
Rolled into 2 thousand, 
Time to disembark.  

A civilian emerged, 
Still dare devil quite true. 
18000 hours in air, 
Most in treetops too.  

Power line flying, 
Not for the sissies. 
Read numbers on pole tops, 
Hope tree branches are 
misses.

With U S Fish and wildlife, 
And student pilot teaching. 
Convenience storeowner, 
Call to California itching. 

Bought a place called Monty’s, 
Now a legendary bar. 
A new career began, 
New friends near and far. 

Always young of heart, 
Purgatory super-slide 
excelled.
More times down than the 
kids,
More than us older could tell. 

He was an icon tis said, 
Cheerful and friendly to all. 
Every waitress called sweetie. 
By this rascal named Paul 

Then at age 87 
Paul took of once more to fly. 
A new log entry made, 
For that runway in the sky. 

Tom Norman, July 18, 2008

OOOddee  ttoo PPPaaauuulll GGGiibbbbsss 

AAAAnnndd  aaannootthhhheerrr  ggrrreeaaatt mmaann 
OOuuttt ooff  WWoorrlldd WWWaaarr 22.. 
AAwwwffuuulll rriisskkyyy  ffooorrr sssuuurrreee,, 
BBuuutt  lluucckkyy  PPaauull ddiiddd pppuull 
ttthhrroouugghh..

NNNoorrrrtttthh  AAfffrriiicccaaa aaatt ffiiirrrssttt,, 
BBBlllooowwnn  oouuutt oooff aa jjjeeeeepp.. 
FFFiiiggghhttiinngg HHiittlleeerr’’ss  RRoommmmeel, 
GGGooottt  aafftteerr tthhhaaattt ccrreeeepp.. 

TTThhheenn nneexxtt ttoo MMMooonnttee  Casinno,,  
TThhheee ffiigghhttiinnnggg wwwaaass  bbaadd.. 
BBBuuutt nnoonnee  ooff  tthhiiss ppppppphhhhhhaaaaaaassssssseeeeeeeddddddd  
TThhaattt  rreecckkklleessssss MMMMMMiiiiinnnnneeeessoootttaaa  lllaaadddd.. 

TThhaaatt  bbbooaaattt  rrriiiiddddddeee  bbaaacckkk hhhooommmeee,,,,, 
WWiittthhh  222000  dddddooollllaarrrss  ttooo  ssstttaaarrtttttt... 
RRRoolllleeedd  iiinnnnntttooo  22  tthhhooouussaaannndd,, 
TTiimmee  tttooooo  ddiisseemmbbaarrkkk..  

AAA  cccciiiiivvviillliiiaann eeemmmeeerrrggggggeeeddd,,  
SSSSStttiiilllll  dddaaarree ddeeevvviiiiilllll qqqqqqquuuuiittteee  ttrruueee.. 
1118880000000 hhoouurrrss iinn  aaiiirrrr,,, 
MMMoossttt  iiinnn  tttrrreeeeeettoopppss ttooooo..   

PPoowweerrr  llllliiiinnnnneeeee  ffffffllllllyyyyyiiinnnngg,, 
NNNoott  ffoorr tthhhee ssiissssiieesss.. 
RRReeaaadd nnuummbbeerrss  oonnn pppooooolllllleeeeee tttttttoooooppss,,  
HHHooopppeee tttrrreeeee bbbrrraaannnccchheessssss   aaarrrrrrrreeeee  
mmiissssseeess.

WWWWiiiitttthhhh  UUUU SSSS FFFiisshh  aannddddd  wwwwwiillddlliiffeee,,, 
AAnnddd sssttuudddeennttt  ppppiilloott tteeeeeeeaaacchhhiiinngg..  
CCooonnvvveeenniieennnccee sssttoreeooooooowwnneeerr, 
CCCaaaalllll  ttttooooo CCCCaallliiffooorrrnniiaa  iiiiiiittcchhiinngg. 

BBBBBoooouuuuggghhhhhttt  aaaa  pppllllaaaccceee  cccaaalllllleeeeeedd MMoonnttyyy’’ss,, 
NNooowwww aaa llleeegggeeeennndddaarryy bbbbbbbaaaaaaarr. 
AAAAA  nnneeewwww cccaaarreeeeerr  bbeeeeeeegggggggaaann,, 
NNNNeeewww fffrrriiieennndddss  nneeeeeeaaaaaarr aanndd ffaarr. 

AAAAllllwwwaaayyyysss  yyoouunngg  oofffffff hhhhhhheeaarrtt,,  
PPPPPPuuuurrrrgggaatorrryy  ssuupper-sslllllliiiiiiidddddddee 
eexxxcceelllleeddd..
MMMMMooorrrreeee tttiiimmmees dddooowwnn ttthhhaaannn ttthhheee  
kkkkkkkiiidddsss,,,
MMMMMoooooorrrree  tthhaann uuuusssss oolldddeerr ccoouulldd tteellll. 

HHee  wwwwwwwaaaaaaassssss aann iiccoonn ttiisss sssaaaiidd,,, 
CCChhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrffffuull  aaannnddd fffrriieeennddllyy tttooo aallll. 
EEvveerrryyy wwwaaiittrreessss ccaaalllleeeddd ssswweeeettiiee.. 
BBByyy  tthhiiss  rraassccaalll nnaaammeeeddd PPaauulll 

TThheeeeeennnnnnn aaaaaatt  aagge 88777 
PPaauulllllll ttttttoooooookkk  ooofff  oonnccee mmoorree ttooo  ffflllyyy.. 
AA nneeww llogg  eennttrryy  mmaaddee,, 
FFoorr ttthhhat rrruuunnwwaayyy  iinn tthhee sskkyy. 

TTToommmmm  NNNoorrmmmaann,, JJuullyy 1188, 22000888


